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Volunteering is at the heart 
of who we are as a fraternal 
organization. Every year our 
members contribute well 
over 25,000 hours of service 
to their local communities in 
a variety of ways, serving 
at soup kitchens, homeless 
shelters, schools and 
churches.

Traditionally, we organize ourselves to promote 
a month of volunteering every May. While our 
members volunteer throughout the year, May is a 
great month to bring people together, young and old, 
when the weather has broken and college students 
are returning home.

What are your members interested in doing this 
year? Consider sending out a request for ideas 
and individually ask your high school, college or 
young adult members to lead a project. You may 
also want to consider joining another volunteer 
organization in your community to be assured of 
greater participation.

LOOKING FOR IDEAS? 

Go to www.fraternalsgive.org and click on the 
Resources link. Contact your Regional Director or 
the home office for additional ideas.

HOW TO REGISTER

To register your Join Hands Month event, please 
submit on the FraternalsGive website by Monday, 
March 16, 2015 for publication in the April edition of 
The Voice and the website.

Want to do your own thing? Get some friends 
together and volunteer at your favorite place during 
the month of May! To enter, make a video of your 
group in action and post it to the KSKJ Life Facebook 
page and make sure your use the hashtag #kskjlife 
(using the #kskjlife hashtag will also automatically 
add your post to the Member Pulse section on 
kskjlife.com). Once you post, you’ll automatically 
be entered into a drawing for a $250 donation to 
that charitable organization (note: the organization 
must be a valid, licensed 501c3 organization). Be 
sure to include your names and the name of the 
organization in your post.

Thank you in advance for the difference you are 
making in your local communities!

Please contact me with any questions.

APRIL SLEYKO  
KSKJ Life Fraternal Assistant 
april.sleyko@kskjlife.com

A MESSAGE FROM THE KSKJ LIFE HOME OFFICE

ARE YOU READY FOR JOIN HANDS DAY?
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KSKJ LIFE STUDENT ATHLETE RECOGNITION  
& AWARD PROGRAMS ARE BACK 

By MaryLou Stefanick, National Director of Athletics

In September 2008, KSKJ Life Athletics rolled out 
something new, the Student Athlete Recognition 
program. It was our way of recognizing our young 
adult members that work hard on the field and 
ever harder in the classroom. Since that time, 
approximately 300 of our young adult members 
have been recognized.

Due to the positive response we received, in 2010 
we initiated the Student Athlete Award program. 
Fifteen random winners were selected from the list 

of Student Athletes, and each winner received a 
$100 educational award.

We are happy to announce that both programs are 
back for the 2014-2015 school year! Registration 
is now open to all high school and college age 
KSKJ Life “Student Athletes.” If you are or will be 
participating in a High School or College Sport/
Activity, please go to the Athletics page on the KSKJ 
Life website, and enter in your information sometime 
during the school year.

Registration closes May 1, 2015. All award winners 

will be published in the June 2015 issue of The 
Voice. For this school year, 20 educational awards 
will be awarded.

If you have any questions regarding the recognition, 
the award, or anything related to KSKJ Life Athletics, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me at marylou.
stefanick@kskjlife.com.

Best wishes on a successful school year!

TO REGISTER, VISIT THE ATHLETICS SECTION 
ON KSKJLIFE.COM.

KSKJ Life has teamed up with the AFA and other 
fraternal nonprofit 501c8 organizations in a new 
Fraternals Give Back Campaign.

Together, we’ve been contacting local government 
officials and advocating for the continued support 
of fraternal organizations. As we’ve communicated 
with local representatives, fraternal organizations 
are an important community-focused group that 
advocates for communities through volunteering 
and giving back.

The theme for the campaign is “Fraternals Give 
Back” and the communications attempt to reflect 
that message. The campaign is scheduled to kick-
off on Monday, March 2 and conclude on Friday, 
April 17, just prior to the Alliance’s “Fraternal Day 
on the Hill” event, during which dozens of fraternal 

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 

Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to:
Mara Cerar Hull 
1440 Bunts Rd.  
Lakewood, OH 44107 
slovedit@att.net

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.

Alliance’s “Fraternals Give Back” campaign is an 
excellent way to get this initiative off the ground.

If you have any questions or want to know more 
about the AFA project, contact the KSKJ Life home 
office.

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CAUSE? CHECK 
THE ACTIVITIES PAGE ON KSKJLIFE.COM FOR 
DETAILS ON HOW YOU CAN HELP MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.

executives will meet with Representatives and 
Senators and their staff on Capitol Hill. Our goal is 
to generate at least one contact with every member 
of the House and Senate and engage every alliance 
member society in the effort. It’s a tall order, but with 
your support we can accomplish it.

We’re sending letters to Representatives that include 
a specific “ask” for them to sign-on as co-sponsors 
of a Congressional Resolution in support of fraternal 
benefit societies. This resolution, sponsored by 
Rep. Ron Kind (R-Wis.) and Rep. Erik Paulsen 
(D-Minn.) was first introduced in 2013 and thanks 
largely to grassroots efforts by Alliance member 
societies, generated 57 co-sponsors. Rep. Kind and 
Rep. Paulsen will likely re-introduce the measure in 
2015 and we would like to help them recruit 100 co-
sponsors to support this important Resolution. The 

FRATERNALS GIVE BACK CAMPAIGN
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APRIL 18 & 19, 2015

KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
The KSKJ Life National Bowling Tournament 
(Hosted by St. John’s #65 Milwaukee) is coming up. 
This year’s events will begin Friday night and run 
through Sunday. 

EVENT SCHEDULE

Friday Night Social at Aviator Sports Bar & Grill. 
It’s conveniently located right in the Best Western 
Hotel. Full menu until 10 p.m., pub menu until 2 a.m.

Saturday (11 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.) 
Bowling is about three miles 
from the hotel at Classic Lanes 
(7501 S. Howell Ave., Oak Creek, 
WI 53154).

Saturday Night Dance at Club 300 (3460 E. Layton 
Ave., Cudahy, WI 53110) including a free shuttle that 
will run repeatedly from 8 p.m. - 2:30 a.m.

New Sunday Sendoff Bowling for singles & 
doubles at 9 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. There will be a 
Matching Funds Baked Goods Competition and 
cash prizes for winners. All money raised goes to 
charity!

ENTRIES CLOSE AT MIDNIGHT ON APRIL 
12, 2015. FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND TO 
REGISTER, VISIT THE ATHLETICS PAGE ON 
KSKJLIFE.COM.

NO NATIONAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT? NO PROBLEM!
The annual National Basketball Tournament was 
canceled for the first time this spring. There simply 
were not enough teams entered to hold a tournament.  
In addition, we did not have enough women’s 
volleyball teams to continue the new initiative from 
2014. However, we had a very successful one-day 
local event, keeping the fraternal athletic spirit alive 
and staying connected with our fellow KSKJ Life 
members.

We acknowledge that it is increasingly difficult for 
people to travel across the country for national 
events, and we are committed to exploring 
successful events like this to continue the traditions 
of the past in new ways for the next generation of 
KSKJ Life members.

Many thanks to everyone from the Waukegan and 
Milwaukee areas who participated in this event! It 
was great to see so many of you come out and have 
fun together!

TOURNAMENT PHOTOS

Ryan Pence fuels up with a Slovenian Smoked 
Sausage after a hard fought game on the court.  
Serving refreshments are Francine Grampovnik and 
John Deram.

Eric Lundquist of St. John #65 Milwaukee and Mark 
Klemm Jr. of St. Joseph #53 Waukegan are keeping 
up the tradition of KSKJ Life Basketball.

The “Fans in the Stands” appreciated the good 
competition at the Waukegan Field House on 
February 28.

Between the championship games, members of 
the Waukegan team were honored for their many, 
many years of KSKJ Life basketball. Pictured are: 
Andy Grom (over 35 years), Gary Sackman (over 
25 years), Lance Johnson (over 20 years), Glen 
Christensen (over 30 years), and Tom Deram (over 
35 years). Not pictured is Mike MacIssac (over 20 
years). 
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MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Scholarship Fund has been made on behalf of 
each.

FEBRUARY 2015
Abramovich, Dolores - #169, Twinsburg, OH

Arhar, Anne - #25, Euclid, OH

Cukale, Vlatko - #148, Bridgeport, CT

Eitreim, Mary - #7, Denver, CO

Harlow, Angela - #79, Waukegan, IL

Kloth, Gloria - #65, Littleton, CO

Kokely, Amelia - #150, Euclid, OH

Mahaney, Darlene - #115, St. John, MO

Markel, Carolyn - #169, Euclid, OH

Matis, Elizabeth - #50, Sarasota, FL

Miller, Mary - #44, Mesa, AZ

Miller, Myrtle - #197, Little Falls, MN

Pekol, Anthony - #169, Willowick, OH

Pellis, Raymond - #148, Fairfield, CT

Przekop, Henrietta - #42, Middletown, PA

Rozankovic, Nada - #50, Pittsburgh, PA

Sass, Patricia - #170, Neillsville, WI

Sczepaniak, James - #29, Joliet, IL

Smreck Jr., John - #136, Marshfield, WI

Svegel Sr., Vincent - #50, Holland, PA

Trenta, Frances - #110, Akron, OH

THE FACTS OF LIFE...INSURANCE: FOUR LIFE  
INSURANCE FACTS YOU DIDN’T KNOW

Life insurance is one of the most important purchases 
you will ever make in your life. Unfortunately, 
many Americans have many misconceptions 
when it comes to life insurance. Many think it’s too 
expensive, while others don’t realize how much 
coverage they need. Today, we’ll take a look at four 
life insurance facts and statistics to help clear up the 
common misconceptions of life insurance. 

FACT 1: 
2 IN 3 ADULTS THINK LIFE INSURANCE 
IS TOO EXPENSIVE, BUT THEY 
OVERESTIMATE ITS TRUE COST BY MORE 
THAN DOUBLE

This misconception is one of the major reasons 
why more families pass on protection. While most 
American think life insurance is too expensive, they 
overestimate the real cost of coverage by double the 
actual cost.

FACT 2: 
20% OF PEOPLE PRIORITIZE PAYING FOR 
LEISURE ACTIVITIES LIKE EATING OUT 
OVER BUYING LIFE INSURANCE

Related to Fact 1, many adults surpass life 
insurance when planning their monthly budgets. Get 
smart about your budgeting and ask an agent how 
much a life insurance policy really costs. Whole life 
policies from KSKJ Life can be purchased for as low 
as $150/year.

FACT 3: 
1/3 OF PEOPLE WISHED THEIR SPOUSE 
OR PARTNER HAD LIFE INSURANCE

Life insurance can be a bit taboo, but it’s important 
to discuss and plan your family’s future. While it’s 
not fun to think about, dedicating some time to 
discussing your needs with your  spouse or partner 
will make sure your entire family is prepared for the 
future.

FACT 4: 
37% HAVEN’T BOUGHT LIFE INSURANCE 
OR MORE OF IT BECAUSE THEY ARE 
UNSURE OF WHAT TYPE TO BUY

Term Life, Whole Life, Immediate, Final Expense—
it’s no surprise that consumers often find researching 
and purchasing life insurance difficult. With so many 
options available, and varying personal needs, it’s 
not easy to find the right policy. Fortunately, KSKJ 
Life’s team of dedicated agents make it a little easier 
to assess your needs and find the right coverage for 
you.

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL:   800-843-5755 
EMAIL:  SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT:   WWW.KSKJLIFE.COM 

Facts provided by Life Happens
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KSKJ Life Agent Brian LeClercq recently introduced 
FilterPure to our organization, a charitable initiative 
that helps provide sustainable water solutions to 
those living in developing countries.

As part of his efforts, Brian has donated time and 
resources to help increase awareness for FilterPure, 
an innovative filter that is produced locally and 
provides families with clean drinking water for five 
years, at a cost of $50 per filter.

To learn more about Brian’s involvement, we took 
the opportunity to ask him some questions about his 
inspiration and the success of the program to date.

Q. WHAT INSPIRED YOU START 
SUPPORTING FILTERPURE? 

A. I was with KSKJ Life at a resort in the Dominican 
Republic, when I heard about the poverty and lack of 
drinking water for people, who were only a few miles 
away. It broke my heart to hear that the number one 
cause for child mortality in the country was unsafe 
drinking water.

Q. HOW SUCCESSFUL HAS IT BEEN? 

A. The efforts have been extremely successful. I 
am incredibly thankful that KSKJ Life agents have 
opened their hearts and pocket books to help bring 
safe drinking water to the rest of the world. I believe 
it is important for all of us to realize what we have 
and how blessed we are.

Q. HOW MUCH HAVE YOU RAISED SO 
FAR?

A. With KSKJ Life, we have raised $1,500. And 
overall, we have raised $5,000 to date.

Q. IN WHAT OTHER AREAS HAVE YOU 
WORKED TO IMPLEMENT THIS INITIATIVE 
BESIDES THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC?

A. I haven’t moved my focus elsewhere because I 
believe you need to first start somewhere and then 
gain traction.  I do not want to start something in one 
place and hand it off prematurely.  With that said, 
I hope and pray safe drinking water and FilterPure 
will be brought to other areas of the world.

Q. CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT THE FILTER 
AND HOW IT WORKS?

A. In its entirety, it looks like a five gallon bucket. 
A clay filter is inserted at the top that looks like a 
pot. The filter has pockets of sawdust in the middle 
that, when water flows through the pot, it kills off 
parasites and bacteria. Also, the water hits pieces 
of carbon, which helps to clean up the taste. There 
isn’t much maintenance that comes with this filter—it 
only needs to be cleaned once a month with bleach 
and will last for up to five years. You can literally pull 
water from any source, pass it through the filter, and 
you will have clean, crisp water.

Q. WHY SHOULD KSKJ LIFE MEMBERS 
AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS CONSIDER 
DONATING TO THIS INITIATIVE?

A. For $50 you are changing the life of a family for 
five years. And to put it in perspective, the average 
monthly income of a Dominican family in poverty is 
about $250 per month. 

These filters are making an impact on the rest of the 
world. It’s a project about hope and life, and a little 
bit of money can make a big impact.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A 
DONATION, VISIT FILTERPURE.COM

A sincere and hearty “thank you” to some of our top 
agents who participated in our annual agent trip and 
contributed to this project. We deeply appreciate 
their efforts, and those from all of our agents, for 
their service to KSKJ Life and their communities!

Gary Best – Edon, OH 
Anthony Bowen – Canton, OH 
Steven Carlson – St. Charles, IL 
Michael DeFrank – Oak Brook, IL 
James Flanagan – Naperville, IL 
Jacob Hagg – Grand Rapids, MI 
James Harris – Philadelphia, PA 
James Hocker – Bellefonte, PA 
Graeme Jackson – Palos Heights, IL 
James Johnson – Virginia, MN 
Paul Kaiser – Joliet, IL 
Jed Karpinski – Lancaster, PA 
Brian LeClerq – Oswego, IL 
Kathy Lovati – Joliet, IL 
Leonard Meske – Brookfield, WI 
James Moff – Williamsport, PA 
Eugene Retka – Little Falls, MN 
Ira Sarbone – Colts Neck, NJ 
Jerome Schwartz – Freeport, IL 
Jerry Smith – Canton, OH 
Douglas Trathen – Canton, OH 
Jeffrey Van Cleve – Canton, OH 
Evelyn Ferbinger – Sun Prairie, WI 
Michael Ferbinger – Sun Prairie, WI

KSKJ LIFE AGENTS GO BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY
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a regional director could answer? Do you have 
some suggestions and opinions about KSKJ Life 
after attending the convention? Thinking about the 
importance of an Ohio Federation or just want to talk 
to others that also care about the future of KSKJ 
Life? Then please come to a meeting being held at 
East 80th St. The Nash on March 28 at 2 p.m. In 
attendance will also be two regional directors to try 
and assist in answering questions and addressing 
any concerns that are presented. This meeting is 
an opportunity for everyone to discuss what KSKJ 
Life Lodges in Ohio are experiencing as a whole as 
well as separately, and address what lodges can do 
to help each other succeed. If you are in Ohio on 
March 28, please consider attending this meeting 
and help us shape the future of KSKJ Life.

DISCOUNTED TICKETS FOR LODGE #226 
& #25 MEMBERS THAT ATTEND MEETING

Lodge #226 is giving a special deal to members 
who attend our meeting on March 8 at noon at 
The Slovenian National Home on St. Clair. If you 
attend this meeting you will have an opportunity to 
purchase a dinner ticket for the Matching Funds- 
St. Vitus Benefit Dinner, being held at St. Vitus, at 
a discounted price. Tickets for this Matching Funds 
event are priced at $14. The event will be held on 
March 29 with dinner being served from 11 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m. For members who attend our meeting 
on March 8, they can purchase their dinner tickets 
for the Matching Funds for only $10. This Matching 
Funds is a benefit dinner for St. Vitus church which 
has been in existence for 122 years. Menu choices 
include chicken or roast beef, home-made soup, 
potatoes, vegetables, salad, bread, choice of desert, 
and coffee, tea, or milk. Both sit-down and take-out 
options are available.

LODGE #226 MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON

Another opportunity KSKJ Life Lodge #226 has for 
you, provided you attend our April 12th meeting, is 
a chance to be reimbursed for simply eating and 
having a good time with fellow lodge members. 
On March 20 at 5 p.m. at the fish fry at Slovenian 
National Home on St. Clair, our lodge will be having 
a Membership Luncheon. This luncheon is a chance 
for you to gather with friends, eat good food, tell us 
your ideas for KSKJ Life, and get to know members 
you didn’t even know existed. When attending the 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C.

LODGE #50
PITTSBURGH, PA

GREETINGS FROM THE FROZEN TUNDRA

Greetings from the Frozen Tundra of Pittsburgh PA!  
Not sure about all you, but I wish Punxsutawney Phil 
would actually not see his shadow for once. Since 
spring is right around the corner, what better way to 
celebrate Palm Sunday with a Pizza Party. Trying 
something different, Blessed Virgin Lodge 50 will 
be holding a Pizza Party on Sunday, March 29 from 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the Monte Cellos at the 
Hampton Shoppes. The address is 4655 William 
Flynn Hwy (Route 8) Suite 116 Allison Park, PA 
15101. Please RSVP no later than Monday, March 
23 to either Ashley (kskjlifelodge50@yahoo.com), 
Bob (724-443-6830) or Al (412-487-2492).

For those of you on Facebook, please search for 
KSKJ Life Lodge 50. I have been keeping the page 
up to date with photos from events and lodge news 
and happenings. As always, please share lodge 
events and news with those who do not have email 
access and may or may not receive the paper.

Lastly, a friendly reminder that our next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, June 17 at 7 p.m. in the 
meeting room at the Shaler Eat n’ Park.  Please 
come out and Join us. We love seeing new people 
and hearing new ideas of what you would like to see.

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #63
CLEVELAND, OH

UPDATE

St. Lawrence #63 met on Monday, January 26 for 
our installation of officers and New Year’s dinner 
meeting. All the officers from last year have retained 
their positions.

On Monday, December 29, our young adults enjoyed 
an evening of fraternalism, food and a cozy horse 
drawn carriage ride through downtown Cleveland. 
12 young adults including four scholarship winners 
attended.

We will be having our 50 year member brunch on 
Sunday, March 8. Watch your newsletter for more 
details. This brunch will double as our February/
March meeting. 

Please keep all our members in your thoughts and 
prayers. Stay warm.

Jean Marincic

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR. 20
Membership Luncheon. Please meet at Slovenian 
National Home between 5 p.m. and 5:15 p.m. (see 
article below for details).

MAR. 28
Meeting for members of KSKJ Life. Please meet at 
2 p.m. at East 80th St. The Nash (see article below 
for details).

APR. 21-22
Casino Trip (details to come).

MAY 2
Join Hands Day with meeting to follow. Please note 
that this means there will be no meeting on May 10.

JUL. 12
4 Lodge Picnic (location TBD).

OCT. 10
KSKJ Life meeting at 5 p.m. at Slovenian National 
Home with Dinner Dance to follow. Please note that 
this means there will be no meeting on October 11.

MEETING FOR ALL MEMBERS IN OHIO

Will you be in Ohio on March 28 at 2 p.m.? Do 
you have questions about KSKJ Life that only 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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As a reminder, the Scholarship applications will be 
due shortly. Start gathering info for them so you are 
not pressed at the end.

Hope you youngsters are trying out for the ABC 
bowling!

Stay Warm and safe!

Josie Kmet, Secretary/Treasurer

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA

COMBINED LODGES UPDATE

Hello my fellow KSKJ Life friends. Can you believe 
it? It’s March already. Seems like the months of 
January and February just flew by us. I guess 
that’s a good thing. But, then again it might not be 
a good thing. I haven’t accomplished anything that I 
wanted to do. Well, anyway here is a recap of what 
happened at the Joliet Lodges February meeting.

On Tuesday, February 3, the Joliet Lodges held 
their monthly meeting with members from Lodge #2, 
Lodge #29 and Lodge #108.

The “240” raffle was held for the months of January 
and February. Eli & Olivia Zelinski were on hand to 
pull out the lucky winners. The January raffle winners 
were: Marie Kanta and Lorie Bond. The February 
raffle winners were: Audrey Churnovic and Antolina 
Ziko. Congratulations to all of you.

Under new business, a discussion was held on 
the Easter egg hunt. As soon as more information 
becomes available on this, you will be informed. 
Right now, it is just in the planning stages.

St. Joseph Lodge #2 was scheduled to have a 
bowling outing for their members on Sunday, 
February 1. However, the event was canceled due 
to the weather (snowstorm). Hopefully, they will 
reschedule their outing for another time.

St. Francis Lodge #29 held a bowling outing for 
their members on Sunday, February 22, at the 
Channahon Lanes with registration at noon.

St. Genevieve Lodge #108 held their yearly Ice 
Skating & Pizza Party for the youth on Sunday, 

February 15, which was held at the Inwood Ice 
Arena in Joliet. On Sunday, March 8 at 10 a.m., the 
lodge will have a mass for all members, living and 
deceased, at St. Joseph Church in Joliet. On Good 
Friday, April 3, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 will be 
having their Marching Fund event, which is a fish fry.

Mike Vidmar reported that the next Illinois Federation 
meeting will be held on Friday, March 27 at 7 p.m. at 
the Slovenian Cultural Center in Lemont.

The next Joliet Lodges meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 3 at 7 p.m. at T&C Lanes. Hope to 
see you there. 

Before I sign off, I would like to leave you with this 
Irish blessing since St. Patrick’s Day is this month. 
It goes like this: “May the road rise up to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, May the sun 
shine warm upon your face, The rains fall soft upon 
your fields, And until we meet again, May God hold 
you in the palm of his hands.”

Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges VP/Reporter

LODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR. 15
Mass will be celebrated for living and deceased 
members of Lodge #2 at 10 a.m. on March 15 at St. 
Joseph Church in Joliet. The mass will be followed 
by our St. Joseph Brunch Meeting at 11:30 a.m. at 
Syl’s Restaurant located at 829 Moen Avenue in 
Rockdale. We will be honoring our Lodge’s 50 year 
members: John Ancel, Margaret Hanson, Regina 
Romain, Lucille Welz, Donald Zelinski and Michael 
Zelinski.

The cost of the brunch is $10/adult members, $20/
adult non-members and $10/children 12 years 
and under non-members. Payment is due when 
reservations are made. Please note that there is 
no cost for members 12 years and under or our 50 
year honorees and their guests. RSVP by March 8 
to Sylvia Churnovic 815-353-1161 or Sue Mihelich 
815-727-4370.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Fish Fry for the first time at Slovenian National 
Home, there is a $2 fee; KSKJ Life Lodge #226 will 
be covering this fee for its members. Please arrive 
at the luncheon between 5 p.m. and 5:15 p.m. to 
receive a special redeemable card. If you bring 
this card to our April 12 meeting, you will receive a 
reimbursement for a portion of your total meal cost.

A. Stefani Kurbos, Vice President

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR. 22
50 Year Member Dinner at Sterle’s (E 55th). Dinner 
will be at 4 p.m. More details to follow. Lodge #150 
will be joining us as they did last year. 

UPDATE

All of us are trying to get through the winter 
doldrums. We have been snowed upon and 
snowed upon. The day of our Big game party was 
no exception. The forecast called for 10-13 inches 
of snow, with it starting overnight. Hopeful me saw 
that when Sunday morning came, and it was maybe 
2”, that once again the forecasters had it wrong. 
Well, they were mostly right—just their timing of the 
snow was off. It snowed and snowed starting late 
morning and it continued. Game time came and the 
snow continued. We had a spirited crowd—fewer in 
number due to the weather, but they all saw a great 
game! I wish I was one of the winners, but everyone 
seemed to enjoy the event. Hopefully, this will be 
the last year for a while with so much snow on our 
annual fundraiser. On the Friday prior, we sold out 
our board and pulled the numbers at Quaker Steak 
and Lube. We had 22 people at the meeting, and we 
covered the upcoming events as well as everyone 
getting to pull a number or two!

So, we have a few events to look out for in the 
quarter. Hopefully they will appeal to a wide range 
of members.
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Please note that due to a snowstorm in the Joliet 
area, our February 1, meeting and the KSKJ Life 
“Alternative Bowling Competition” was canceled and 
at this time, plans are being made to rescheduled 
the meeting and bowling.

.LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE

Hopefully winter is treating you well in whatever 
region you’re in! I know in Joliet we are having a fun 
time with all of the snow and extreme cold weather. 
However, that hasn’t stopped us from having fun. 
Just wanted to mention again that we participated in 
the Feed the Hungry food drive, where our food was 
donated to the Guardian Angel Home. Thank you 
once again to all of our members who donated food. 

We had our Youth bowling party on February 22, 
2015 at Channahon Lanes. The kids were able to 
bowl, have pizza and pop, and enjoy the fraternalism 
that is KSKJ Life. Thank you to all of our young 
members who came out to participate. Pictures will 
follow in the next article. 

Please remember that our next meeting will be 
March 8 at 11 a.m. at St Joe’s Park. It is our annual 
Chili cookoff. Do you think you have what it takes to 
beat Bob Zelinski? Come on out and enjoy all of the 
chili from our competitors.

Finally, I just want to make sure that all of our 
members know where to find updated information 
about all of St Francis #29 activities. Look us up on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/stfrancis29 or email 
me at lauricapetrella@stfrancis.edu. Let us know 
about any accomplishments or updates about 
our members so we can showcase them on the 
Facebook page or in The Voice.

Laurica Petrella-Zitko Communications/Reporter

Ken Velasquez delivering food from the Feed the 
Hungry drive to the Guardian Angel Home of Joliet. 

LODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE

On Friday, April 3, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 KSKJ 
Life will hold their Matching Fund project to benefit 
St. Joseph Catholic Church. We will be partnering 
with St. Joseph Catholic League, your host, to have 
a Good Friday fish fry dinner.

The event will be held at St. Joseph Park Hall in 
Joliet, Illinois from 4-7 p.m. The price of the dinner 
tickets will be $10/person. For your convenience 
carry-outs will be available and dessert is included. 
So all you bakers out there, your donation of either 
cakes or cookies would be much appreciated.

With your support and generosity, we can make this 
a great event.

Pauline Mihelich, Financial Secretary/Treasurer
\

REGION 5
CHICAGO  & INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR. 28
Easter Egg Hunt – Free for children, all are welcome. 
Come join us for crafts, Easter egg hunt, and of 
course, a visit from the Easter Bunny! Stay tuned 

to our website and Facebook page for more details. 

UPDATE

We hope all our members are having a fantastic 
winter so far! Our annual Sausage Feast was once 
again a HUGE success! This year, we held it at 
the Slovenian National Home. We had even more 
people than in past years. Our local Polka Jammers 
provided live music, which all enjoyed. We had 
several exciting polka dances and the opportunity 
to participate! I heard many tales of the exciting 
chicken dance going on upstairs!

The dinner was, of course, delicious. Guests were 
able to choose between fresh, smoked, or blood 
sausage. Desserts were available as well and the 
National Home provided all beverages for us. There 
were several tip board raffles and the chance to win 
prizes. Vice President, Jennifer Velikan, was lucky 
enough to win the Slivovič! Member Kurt Hbribernik 
took home the gin! Our membership was nicely 
supported! Although, there were some disgruntled 
murmurs from those envious of these fine prizes, it 
was a great time! We hope to see many of the same 
faces back next year!

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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LODGE #136
WILLARD, WS

UPDATE

Mary of Perpetual Help #136 will be having its 
March meeting on March 1 at 10:30 a.m. at Holy 
Family Parish Center in Willard. We will chose 
our “Lodge Person of the Year,” and set the date 
for the celebration honoring the person and those 
celebrating 50 years as members.

Our regular meetings are scheduled for the second 
Sunday of each month.

Our “Hunting and Fishing Jamboree” will be on 
March 22 at Holy Family Parish Center. It will start 
with a potluck lunch at noon, followed by prizes for 
the largest deer (buck & doe), bear, turkey, geese, 
duck and fish. The adults have to enter game fish 
and children can enter any type fish. Please call 
715-267-7264.

After prizes are awarded there will be door prizes 
and games.

You must be a member of our lodge to register your 
game.

Anyone can attend the Jamboree, so come and 
enjoy the day with us and bring your family.

Lonna Rakovec, Financial Secretary

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

Copy.LODGE #59
EVELETH, MN

MENART/MILLER WEDDING

Austin Miller and Julia Menart were married on 
December 27, 2014 in Eveleth, MN. Julia is daughter 
to Tony and Connie Menart of Eveleth and lifelong 
member of Lodge #59. Julia has been very active 
in her local lodge and the Minnesota Federation, 
participating in activities and fundraisers. She started 
the Lodge #59 Facebook page and has attended 
many KSKJ Life National Conventions including  

March 28 will be our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Be 
sure to check our website and Facebook page for 
future events and details. If you have not done so, 
be sure to like St. Aloysius on Facebook, Facebook.
com/pages/KSKJ; we’re posting events and photos 
regularly. If you’re on Facebook be sure to check our 
page! - Nasvidenje!

Jennifer Velikan 

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WS

UPDATE

Just a reminder that our meetings are now held on 
the first Wednesday of each month. It is the hope 
of all the officers that more members will find this a 
convenient time for them and that they will attend 
our meetings. Remember the time is 6:30 p.m. 
and the place is the meeting room in the rectory 
of St. John the Evangelist Church. The entrance is 
the second door on the north side of the building. 
Looking forward to seeing you.

The Third Annual 9 Pin Charlie Mouradian Bowling 
Tournament will be held on Sunday, March 8, at the 
New Berlin Bowl, 16000 W. Cleveland Ave. This 
is a fun day and registration will begin at 11 a.m. 
The cost is $30 and includes bowling, pizza, soda 
and prizes. All proceeds will benefit our lodge’s 
scholarship fund. Get your teams together and mail 
your entries in to Debbie Nowak, 926 S. 109th St. 
West Allis, Wisconsin 53214. If you need entries, 
please call Debbie at 414-479-0786.

Our January meeting was canceled due to bad 
weather, but many things were discussed and 
among them was the National Bowling Tournament 
which we will host on April 18 and 19 at the Classic 
Lanes in Oak Creek. Please watch this paper for 
further details.

Hopefully winter will soon be behind us and warm 
weather will be here. We send special greetings to 
all of our sick and shut ins.

EDMAR Mici Bregant

the 2013 Young Adult Leadership Conference in 
Chicago, IL. We wish Mr. and Mrs. Miller much 
happiness in their future together!

Copy.LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

15, CAN YOU BELIEVE?

Hannah Hudson celebrated her 15th birthday on 
February 13, 2015. Celebrating with Hannah are 
Nathan, Zach, Barb, Maryn, and in back, Cooper 
and Mike.

“HOLA” FROM MEXICO 

Members of the Bucar family recently traveled to 
Cancun, Mexico for some “Fun in the Sun.” Pictured 
left to right: Frank Bucar, Mike and Barb Pazdernik, 
Brenda and Rob Jacobs, Sharon Bucar, and in 
back, Denise and Brandon Owen. All are members 
of KSKJ Life Lodge #171.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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childhood story of having to sharpen her needles 
on a stone and boil her reusable glass syringes. 
She gracefully fought through the complications of 
diabetes for more than 65 years. During these last 
five years while she battled numerous health issues 
including heart disease and kidney failure, she 
vigilantly maintained an optimistic outlook on life. 
She was a source of inspiration to anyone who knew 
her and she has left a huge void in everyone’s heart.

Joanne was a native of San Francisco and spent 
her early years of marriage in South San Francisco 
where she worked as a bookkeeper for Associated 
Realty. In 1984, she and Martin moved to Sonoma 
to enjoy country living. She worked for 15 years as 
a teller at the local Wells Fargo Bank where she 
developed many lasting friendships.

One of her fondest pastimes was cheering on her 
San Francisco Giants, all of whom she knew by 
name. She stayed current with the team’s statistics, 
trades and watched every game (sometimes two or 
three times). She was thrilled to watch them win one 
World Series, let alone three!

Joanne donated time and money to many charities, 
but the one that was closest to her heart was the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) 
Northern California Inland Chapter 
950 Fulton Ave, Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95825

Donations can also be made online at NorCal.JDRF.
org.

At her request, no formal services will be held. A 
Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.

LODGE UPDATE

Please remember wonderful member and friend 
Joanne Bajuk who left us on January 16. Husband 
Martin, daughter Karen Trebe, grandson Justin and 
Karen’s husband Joel are in our prayers. 

On January 25, members of St. Francis enjoyed 
a wonderful gala in support of ASEF (American 
Slovenian Education Foundation.) The second 
annual gala was spearheaded by Father Peter Rozic 
and Jure Leskovec, and has made a wonderful mark 

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

REMEMBERING JOANNE

Joanne Louise Bajuk, 74, died January 16, 2015, in 
Napa, one day shy of her 56th wedding anniversary. 
She was the adored wife of Martin Bajuk. They 
were childhood sweethearts who met in Boyes Hot 
Springs during the summer of 1954. She was the 
loving mother of Karen Trebe and her husband, Joel. 
She was the grandmother of Justin Crockett, who 
she was proud of beyond words. Joanne was the 
sister of Frank Hambrickand his wife, Carole, and 
is also survived by her three nieces and a nephew.

Joanne was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes when 
she was nine years old. She was proud to tell a 

on our community. We are so pleased to support 
such an amazing cause. Honorable Bozo Cerar, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia was one of 
the esteemed guests. Pictured are members Andy 
Gremett, Diana Fir Gremett, Joseph Gremett, Hon. 
Bozo Cerar, Vikki Plut, Jozica Plut and Martin Plut.

HUNGRY FOR SPAGHETTI? 

Join us on Sunday, March 8 in our first ever spaghetti 
lunch celebrating our lodge’s 85th anniversary. 
Festivities include live polka music beginning at 1 
p.m. For more information please contact Jozica 
Plut at jozip@sbcglobal.net.

Our bowling competition will take place on Friday 
night, March 20 from 6-8 p.m. at SeaBowl in Pacifica. 
For more information, please contact Diana Fir 
Gremett at amocantare@aol.com.

Diana Fir Gremett, Reporter

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 

Remember to send your lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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