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The KSKJ Life National 
Board of Directors held 
its first Financial Board 
meeting of the year 
in Pittsburgh, PA. It 
was a cold and snowy 
day in February, but 
the warm reception by 
Bob and Nancy Lokar 
and the Pennsylvania 
delegation was most 
welcoming. 

The board acted on a lot of issues, including 
one very important action in approving the new 
Educational Grant Program and the development of 
the implementation guidelines for this new initiative. 
This is a major change to the former KSKJ Life 
Scholarship Program. It gives more members an 
opportunity to receive educational assistance and it 
now becomes a member benefit. In the past, we had 
some exceptional students apply for scholarships. 
Often, some very worthy and talented students 
were not awarded a scholarship because it was 
competitive and there was a limit to the number 
of scholarships that could be given. Well, that’s 
changing! KSKJ Life has experienced very favorable 
results the last few years and this is a way to share 
our success with members. We anticipate that this 

will be an exceptional member benefit and will help 
retain and recruit new youth members. Program 
information will be sent to lodges and is available 
on the website.

One other action, aside from normal business, was 
expanding our Matching Funds Program to allow 
Regional Directors (or other member groups) to hold 
matching fund events separate from lodge events, 
subject to Home Office approval. This proposal was 
brought by Mike Vidmar. It is intended to provide 
an opportunity to hold a matching fund event in 
areas where we may not have an active lodge or 
where there may be greater need. The KSKJ Life 
Matching Funds Program has been identified as 
a best practice for serving and giving back to the 
communities where our members reside.

After the board wrapped up our work, we conducted 
a town hall meeting for local lodge leaders from the 
greater Pittsburgh area. We had hoped to have the 
meeting in person, but opted to hold a conference 
call as a severe weather storm changed our plans. 
Some of the stalwarts (i.e. former board member Al 
Suhadolnik and wife Mary Ellen) drove through the 
snow storm to make it to the meeting. Our newest 
member to the Fraternal Board and Regional 
Director for the Pittsburgh area, Ashley Mikulan 
(and her mother Kristine), were also able to be 
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with us. Overall, it was a good opportunity to share 
updates from the board meeting. Most importantly, 
it allowed us to hear concerns and issues from local 
lodge leaders. KSKJ Life is fortunate to have so 
many inspirational and dedicated lodge members in 
Region 1.

As the board moves forward with our goals to 
improve communications and increase visibility with 
our members, we will be holding similar town hall 
meetings in other locations in the near future.

During this Easter season, many members enjoy 
one of the oldest traditions of KSKJ Life. The Palm 
Sunday celebrations bring lodge members together 
in a special way. Worshiping together at Easter 
and sharing in the traditional “Zegen” breakfast 
commemorates the religious foundation and the 
Slovenian culture that were so important to the 
formation of KSKJ Life. We encourage members to 
participate in these events, either with your lodge 
or on your own, as it truly is a special time for faith 
and family. 

To our members and friends, we wish you all a 
happy and blessed Easter!

Fraternally,

RUDOLPH KRASOVEC  
KSKJ Life Chair, Financial Board
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KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 

Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to:
Mara Cerar Hull 
1440 Bunts Rd.  
Lakewood, OH 44107 
slovedit@att.net

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.

APRIL 17-19, 2015

THE 44TH ANNUAL KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL 
BOWLING TOURNAMENT

Get out your bowling shoes and get ready for this 
year’s KSKJ Life Bowling Tournament to be held 
April 17-19 in Milwaukee, WI. 

The KSKJ Life National Bowling Tournament, hosted 
by St. John’s #65 in Milwaukee, is almost here. This 
year’s events will begin Friday night and run through 
Sunday.

Deadlines are quickly approaching, so make sure 
you register soon!

EVENT SCHEDULE
Friday Night Social at Aviator Sports Bar & Grill. 
It’s conveniently located right in the Best Western 
Hotel. Full menu until 10 p.m., pub menu until 2 a.m.

Saturday (11 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.) Bowling is about 
three miles from the hotel at Classic Lanes (7501 S. 
Howell Ave., Oak Creek, WI 53154).

Saturday Night Dance at Club 300 (3460 E. Layton 
Ave., Cudahy, WI 53110) including a free shuttle that 
will run repeatedly from 8 p.m. - 2:30 a.m.

New Sunday Sendoff Bowling for singles & 
doubles at 9 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. There will be a 
Matching Funds Baked Goods Competition and 
cash prizes for winners. All money raised goes to 
charity!

ENTRIES CLOSE AT MIDNIGHT ON APRIL 
12, 2015. FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND TO 
REGISTER, VISIT THE ATHLETICS PAGE ON 
KSKJLIFE.COM.
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UPCOMING ATHLETICS EVENTS
STUDENT ATHLETE RECOGNITION & 
AWARDS ARE BACK! 
DEADLINE: MAY 1

We are happy to announce that both programs are 
back for the 2014-15 school year! Registration is 
now open to all high school and college KSKJ Life 
Student Athletes. Applications can be found on the 
Athletics page on kskjlife.com.

NATIONAL KSKJ LIFE GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
JUNE 27

The Waukegan lodges are inviting you to this new 
summer event, which is open to golfers of all levels. 
It will be played as a 4-person scramble and is open 
to KSKJ Life members and non-members. More 
information to come. 
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KSKJ LIFE TODAY
As the world has changed over the past 121 years, 
KSKJ Life has evolved as well. On the surface, 
KSKJ Life may look a little different, but at our core, 
we maintain the same values we did 121 years ago. 
We were established in 1894 as a fraternal benefit 
society to protect Slovenian-American immigrants 
and their families. Today, KSKJ Life continues to 
advocate for members and local communities, while 
staying true to our core values and morals.

KSKJ LIFE TURNS 121 ON APRIL 2!
Fresh off of our 120th anniversary last year, it’s hard 
to believe yet another year has gone by. While year 
121 may not be the largest milestone, it’s worth 
recognizing. To celebrate, we’ve compiled a glimpse 
of what life was like when KSKJ Life was born in 
1894. Here’s a peek into what was going on in the 
world 121 years ago.

GROVER CLEVELAND SERVED AS THE 
24TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
In 1894, Grover Cleveland was in the middle of 
his second term as President of the United States. 
Unfortunately, it wasn’t the most successful of 
his two terms, marred mainly by the depression 
that spurred from the Panic of 1893. What wasn’t 
marred, however, was Cleveland’s reputation for 
being a strong and honest leader.

COCA-COLA WAS SOLD IN BOTTLES 
FOR THE FIRST TIME
Until 1894, Coca-Cola had been served exclusively 
as a fountain beverage. A candy store in Mississippi 
began bottling the beverage for the first time. Today, 
it’s hard to imagine an ice-cold Coca-Cola without 
the iconic glass bottle.

THE NEW YORK GIANTS WON THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP
No, not the New York (football) Giants! We’re 
talking about the baseball team. This was about ten 
years prior to the World Series and was actually 
called the Temple Cup at the time.

THE FIRST COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL GAME WAS PLAYED
Talk about a shoot out! Well, not really. In 1894, the 
very first college basketball game was held between 
the University of Chicago and the Chicago YMCA. 
The contest resulted in the University of Chicago 
winning by a score of 19 to 11. It’s safe to say that 

college basketball and March Madness have come 
a long way since then.

TOWER BRIDGE OPENS FOR THE FIRST 
TIME
The iconic Tower Bridge in London opened for traffic 
for the first time in 1894.

Mary Zanin - St. Petersburg, FL #44
Knights of St. Florian, $10

Anne Arhar - Euclid, OH #25
Mary Lou Stefanick, $20

Alisa Golob - Pueblo, CO #7
Mary Lou Stefanick, $20

Angela Harlow - Waukegan, IL #79
Jack and Joanie Dempski, $10
Virginia and Teri Govekar, $20
Mary Ann Shinsky, $10
Barbara Marolt, $10
Gene and Blanche Ptasienski, $20
Matt and Dorothy Miholic, $20
Gerry Knapowski and John Kerpan, $20
Tom and Lynn Deram, $20
Nick Gountanis, $10
Albina Opeka, $25
Deb Machak, $20
Zabukovec Family, $25

SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF

Tony and Ann Lesnak, $10
Jean Kolodziej, $20
Jim and Mary Kay Stanczak, $10
Rudy and Pat Pugel, $50
Mary Chamernik, $50
Robert and Lisa Chamernik, $50
Mary Lou Stefanick, $50
St. Mary’s Society #79, $100
Hank and Kathy Govekar, $20
Bob and Dolly Sandahl, $10
Mary Repp, $20
Pat Ramig, $50
Pat Slapnick, $25
Bernard and Patricia Chamernik, $50
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It’s not always easy to know when you need life 
insurance, how much or what kind. But if someone 
depends on you financially, it’s usually a good ideas 
to make sure you have some form of life insurance 
policy in place. 

Here are some examples of specific life stages or life 
events that might trigger the need for life insurance. 

SCENARIO 1: IF YOU ARE MARRIED OR 
GETTING MARRIED
Many families depend on two incomes to make ends 
meet. If you passed suddenly, would your spouse 
have enough money to cover funeral costs, credit 
card balances, outstanding loans and daily living 
expenses?

SCENARIO 2: IF YOU ARE A PARENT OR 
ABOUT TO BECOME ONE
Raising a child is one of the most rewarding things 
a person can do in life, but it’s also one of the 
most expensive. If you passed tomorrow, would 
your spouse have the wherewithal to provide your 
children with the opportunities you always dreamed 
they’d have? From diapers to diplomas, would 
there be enough income to pay for daycare, a 
college education and everything in between? Even 
parents who don’t work outside the home need 
life insurance because they provide services that 
would be expensive to replace, such as childcare, 
transportation and managing the household. And 
what about single parents? They need life insurance 
more than anyone because their children rely on 
them for everything. 

SCENARIO 3: WHEN BECOMING A 
HOMEOWNER
If you’re like most people, your home is your most 
significant financial asset. Life insurance can be 
used to pay down or retire the mortgage, sparing 
your family from moving to a less expensive place 
to live. Plus, it can provide the funds needed to 
help family members maintain the lifestyle to which 
they’re accustomed.

SCENARIO 4: IF YOU ARE CHANGING 
JOBS
If you’ve recently been promoted or changed jobs, 
it’s a good time to re-evaluate your life insurance 
coverage. Why? You may not realize it, but when 
your income rises, your spending tends to rise, too. 
Updating your life insurance coverage can help 

ensure that your family would be able to maintain 
its new and improved lifestyle if something were to 
happen to you.

SCENARIO 5: IF YOU HAVE RETIRED OR 
ARE PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT
If your children are on their own and your mortgage 
is paid off, you might feel your need for life insurance 
has passed. But if you passed today, your spouse 
could outlive you by 10, 20 or even 30 years. 
Would your spouse have to make drastic lifestyle 
adjustments to make ends meet? Adequate life 
insurance coverage can help widows and widowers 
avoid financial struggles in retirement.

SCENARIO 6: IF YOU ARE SINGLE
Most single people don’t have a pressing need for 
life insurance because no one depends on them 
financially. But there are exceptions. If you’re 
providing financial support for aging parents or 
siblings, or if you’re carrying significant debt you 
wouldn’t want to pass on to family members, you 
should consider life insurance.

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL:      800-843-5755 
EMAIL:   SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT:      WWW.KSKJLIFE.COM

Article provided by Life Happens

INSURING THE TIMES OF YOUR LIFE MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Scholarship Fund has been made on behalf of 
each.

MARCH 2015
Victoria Bobence - #300, Duluth, MN

Peter Camboni - #143

Rosemary Hill - #59, Hibbing, MN

Marie Lackovic - #81, Conway, PA

Veronica Patek - #150, Strongville, OH

Anthony Pekol - #169, Willowick, OH

George Plute - #7, Pueblo, CO

Robert Sadler - #169, Plainwell, MI

Cynthia Shimko - #169, Cornelius, NC

Herman Troppe - #29, Selingsgrove, PA

Florence Zanutic - #63, Brecksville, OH
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as a full-time student at a private high school 
as defined by their institution.

• Applicants will need to upload and attach their 
report card or transcripts from the previous 
year to their application.

• Payment will be made to the student in two 
installments – one in the fall and one in the 
spring.

For students already receiving scholarships or 
financial aid awards, more details can be found on 
kskjlife.com.

PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THIS PROGRAM TO THE KSKJ LIFE HOME 
OFFICE AT (800) 843-5755.

We’re very excited to introduce our College & High 
School Educational Grant Programs! Since the 
1950’s, KSKJ Life has promoted education through 
the Scholarship Program. Today, we continue to 
invest in our young members by giving back and 
supporting them as they pursue their educational 
ambitions. The updated Educational Grant Programs 
will provide a member benefit award for our college-
aged members and a streamlined process for 
applications and awards for both grants.

COLLEGE EDUCATIONAL GRANT
The KSKJ Life College Scholarship Program was 
established in the 1950’s to support the educational 
pursuits of our college-bound young adults. Initially 
named for former National President John Germ, 
student applications were reviewed by a committee, 
with winners chosen based upon a set of criteria and 
the number of scholarships available.

Beginning in 2015, the program has been redesigned 
to award a college educational grant. This grant 
will be awarded to students as a member benefit. 
All applicants who meet the eligibility requirements 
will receive a one-time award. All eligibility and 
program guidelines are subject to interpretation and 
revision by the Educational Grant Committee and 
the Financial Board of Directors.

College Educational Grant Program criteria:

• Student must have an active policy in good 
standing and have maintained at least 2 (two) 
years of a whole-life policy, or 4 (four) years of 
a term policy, at the time of application.

• Students are expected to maintain their policies 
for at least two years after receiving their 
award.

• Applications will be accepted only via an online 
form on the website and only during the month 
of September each year. No late applications 
will be accepted. Applicants will be asked to 
answer questions and upload a headshot 
picture for promotional purposes, including 
recognition in The Voice and other media.

• Applicants will need to upload and attach a 
current course schedule reflecting enrollment 
as a full-time student as defined by their 
institution.

• Students between the ages of 17-25 must be 

attending an accredited junior college, college 
or university, or technical school.

• Payment will be made to the student in two 
installments – one in the fall and one in the 
spring.

• Awardees of the Krajec, Stalzer and other 
endowed grants will be named each year as 
part of this program and will receive the same 
one-time award of $1,000, not separate or 
additional awards.

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL GRANT
The High School Scholarship Program was 
established in the 1970’s to support the educational 
pursuits of our young adults attending private high 
schools. As part of this program, student applications 
were reviewed by a committee, with winners chosen 
based upon a set of criteria and the number of 
scholarships available.

Beginning in 2015, the program has been redesigned 
to award a high school educational grant. This grant 
will continue as a competitive process with a one-
time award given to winners selected by the KSKJ 
Life Educational Grant Committee. All eligibility and 
program guidelines are subject to interpretation and 
revision by this committee and the Financial Board 
of Directors.

High School Educational Grant Program criteria:

• One-time award of $1,000. The number of 
awards to be given will be determined each 
year by the Financial Board of Directors.

• Student must have an active policy in good 
standing and have maintained at least 2 (two) 
years of a whole-life policy, or 4 (four) years of 
a term policy, at the time of application.

• Students are expected to maintain their policies 
for at least two years after receiving their 
award.

• Applications will be accepted only via an online 
form on the website and only during the month 
of September each year. No late applications 
will be accepted. Applicants will be asked to 
answer questions and upload a headshot 
picture for promotional purposes, including 
recognition in The Voice and other media.

• Applicants will need to upload and attach a 
current course schedule reflecting enrollment 

ANNOUNCING THE 2015 EDUCATIONAL GRANT PROGRAMS

Previous KSKJ Life Scholarship recipients  
Margaret Koncar, Nicholas Vidmar, Catherine 

Wohletz and Joseph Gregorich.
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As we announced in last month’s issue of The 
Voice, this year we are celebrating Join Hands Day 
all month long in May. Last issue, we asked lodges 
and KSKJ Life members to submit their Join Hands 
Month projects via the FraternalsGive website for 
your chance to win a $250 donation to the charitable 
organization of your choice. Here are some of the 
Join Hands Month events that we’ve received over 
the last month.

LODGE 2
MAY 30
The lodge invites members for a day of volunteering 
at Sunny Hill Nursing Home providing gardening 
and clean-up.

LODGE 25
MAY 22
Lodge #25 will be decorating flags for fallen veterans 
at local cemeteries.

LODGE 29
MAY 9
Lodge #29 is holding a clean up St. Joseph Park in 
Joliet.

LODGE 144
MAY 9
The lodge will help with clean up work at Greendale 
Cemetery beginning at 9 a.m.

LODGE 153
DATE TBD
Lodge #153 will be distributing food at the 
Cannonsburg Houston Food Bank. 

LODGE 171
MAY 9
The lodge’s project includes cleaning up grounds 
around Stowe Elementary School and St. Elizabeth 
Church. 

LODGE 219
MAY 2
Lodge #219 will attend mass with residents and 
spend the day visiting residents at the Slovenian 
Nursing Home. In the fall, they will also plan a craft 
day with the residents. 

Many thanks go out to all the lodges and members 
who are participating this year. If you want more 
information about Join Hands Month projects in 
your area, read the News & Events section on the 
following pages or contact your local lodge for more 
information. 

BE SURE TO SHARE YOUR JOIN HANDS 
MONTH EVENT ON FACEBOOK USING THE 
HASHTAG #KSKJLIFE.

JOIN HANDS DAY ... ALL MONTH LONG

Last month, we announced the Fraternals GIVE 
Back campaign, promoted by the American Fraternal 
Alliance and supported by KSKJ Life. The campaign 
was created to advocate for fraternal benefit 
societies, specifically targeting local congress 
members. Many of our members have already 
joined the campaign. If you haven’t had a chance 
yet, don’t worry – there’s still time. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD IN 
CONGRESS
Join KSKJ Life in the Fraternals GIVE Back campaign 
in only a couple minutes. To participate, visit the 
Fraternals GIVE Back website at fraternalsgiveback.
org. Once there, you can read more about the 
campaign and the work we’ve done thus far. Along 
the right-side of the page, fill out the contact form 
to send your personalized message to your local 
Congress representatives. When you fill it out, make 
sure to select “KSKJ Life” in the drop-down menu 
to ensure we get credit for our participation. As of 
last month, we already had 54 submissions made 
on KSKJ Life’s behalf.

Thank you all for your continued support.

FRATERNALS GIVE BACK: THERE’S STILL TIME TO GET INVOLVED
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
events. Refreshments will be served and there will 
be a door prize.

Elizabeth Kusar

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

UPDATE

The Cleveland area Four Lodge Picnic is set for 
Sunday, July 12 at Oddfellows Farm. Full details 
will be in the June issue of The Voice. To fund the 
picnic, we are going in a different direction this year. 
In the past, we’ve sold 50-50 raffle tickets, which 
has enabled us to give a no cost picnic for all. This 
year, we will hold a Derby Day fundraiser at Tripps 
Bar and Grill on Saturday May 2 from 6 p.m. - 9 
p.m. Advance tickets are $20 and tickets at the door 
will be $25. This will get you pizza, pasta, chicken 
tenders and salad, as well as draft beer, well drinks, 
wine and soft drinks. We will be selling horses for 
$10 with half of the money collected for each race 
going to the winning horse. If you are unable to 
attend the fundraiser, this is a way that you can still 
help out. Post time for the Derby is 6:24 p.m. Horses 
will be drawn at 6 p.m. so you know who to root 
for. You can reserve a spot for the night and buy a 
horse from any of your lodge officers, or I can be 
reached at (440) 582-5169. Please support this as it 
will be the funding that will help us to keep the picnic 
a free family event. Tripps is located at 1100 West 
Royalton Rd. (Rt. 82) in Broadview Hts. Tripps will 
be on the north side of Rt. 82, just west of Broadview 
Rd. in a large plaza with plenty of parking. I hope to 
see you there.

Chuck Potenga

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAR. 22 
Dinner at Sterle’s. We have one lodge member –

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C. 

LODGE #153
STRABANE, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS
APR. 11
Fundraiser dance from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. (doors open 
at 5 p.m.) featuring Frank and Darryl Valencic and 
Veseli Fantje. Admission is $10. Food & nonalcoholic 
beverages available, but feel free to BYOB. Contact 
Beverly Rosselle at (724) 873-0914 for information.

MAY 1-2
KSKJ Indoor Flea Market at the corner of Alexander 
& Chartiers Street in Strabane from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per table for sellers. For information, call 
Beverly Rosselle (724) 873-0914.

UPDATE 
Since this is my first article for 2015, I must let 
everyone know that we had a great Christmas 
party in December at our lodge home in Strabane. 
We had delicious food, great music and, of course, 
Santa was a big hit!

We held our election of officers in December and 
they are as follows:

• President: Frank J. Valencic

• Vice President: Darryl Valencic

• Financial Secretary: Beverly Rosselle

• Treasurer: Joyce Iannarelli

• Recording Secretary: Darlene Marcischak

• Fraternal Activities Coordinator: Michael 
Rosselle

• Auditor: Marlene Tkach

• Auditor: Margie Valencic

• Auditor: Cheryl Vogrig

Congratulations to Marlene Tkach, our Lodge 
Person of the Year for 2014.

Best wishes to all of our members and their families, 
and our sick and shut-in members as well.

Beverly J. (Pleskovich) Rosselle

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA 

ACCORDIONS RULE AT THE 33RD SUPER 
BUTTON BOX BASH IN EUCLID - APR. 12

Join the squeezebox celebration at the 33rd Annual 
Super Button Box Bash on Sunday, April 12. Enjoy 
the sounds of more than sixty accordions on two 
stages, plus jam sessions throughout the day. The 
Slovenian Society Home in Euclid, Ohio, becomes 
the Woodstock of Polka Music just for the occasion, 
from 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

The Fairport Jammers appear at the 33rd Annual 
Super Button Box Bash at the Slovenian Society 
Home in Euclid, Ohio, Sunday, April 12.

LODGE #219
EUCLID, OH

UPDATE

Plans for our Join Hands Project, communion 
mass and luncheon will be finalized for KSKJ Life 
St. Christine Lodge #219 at the April 12 meeting in 
Gateway Manor in Euclid, OH at 1 p.m.

The Join Hands Project will be held on May 2 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Slovenian Home for the Aged on Neff Rd. 
We will be joining their volunteers to socialize and 
attend the 2:30 p.m. mass with the residents.

May 17 is our 11 a.m. communion mass in St. Roberts 
Williams Catholic Church in Euclid. A luncheon will 
be held following the mass. Please read The Voice 
for the site, reservations are required. Please send 
$5 for each person attending to Joanne Ash at 7709 
Joseph St., Kirtland, OH 44094 by May 10.

Bring suggestions for future events. All KSKJ Life 
members are invited to attend all meetings and 
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
was gone, but I left in frigid snow and came back to 
more snow. Nothing like it, let me tell you.

Josie Kmet, Financial & Recording Secretary

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA

COMBINED LODGES UPDATE
Happy Easter everyone! Spring has sprung. I cannot 
wait to get outside and start gardening, like planting 
flowers. However, I have to do some spring cleaning 
too. Well, enough about what I have to do – here is 
a recap of the Joliet Lodges Meeting.

On Tuesday, March 3, the combined Joliet lodges 
held their monthly meeting with 14 members in 
attendance.

Congratulations go out to Season Lawler and Tim 
Uhl. They were the winners of the 240 raffle for the 
month of March. I wish to thank Olivia Zelinski and 
her brother, Eli Zelinski, for being on-hand to pull out 
the lucky 240 raffle winners. 

Under old business, the Easter Egg-Hunt has been 
scheduled for Saturday, March 28 at Haunted Trails. 
Read all about it in the May issue of The Voice.

Once again, members of the Joliet lodges have 
participated in the 40 Hours of Devotion, which was 
held on March 14 at St. Joseph Church.

As for other business, St. Joseph Lodge #2 will have 
their Matching Fund Event on May 16 at St. Joseph 
Park Hall. The event will include a Mexican dinner to 
benefit Sunnyland Nursing Home. 

St. Francis Lodge #29 held their annual chili cook-off 
on March 8. I bet they had a variety of chili recipes 
to taste!

St. Genevieve Lodge #108 held their annual Ice 
Skating and Pizza Party on Sunday, February 15 
at the Joliet Park District Ice Arena. On Sunday, 
March 8, a mass was held for the living and 
deceased members of St. Genevieve Lodge #108 
with a breakfast brunch after the mass. On Good 
Friday, April 3, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 held 
their Matching Fund (fish fry) to benefit St. Joseph 
Church.

The next meeting of the Joliet lodges will be held 
on April 7 at 7 p.m. at Town & Country Lanes. As 
always, all Joliet KSKJ Life members are welcome 
to attend. We hope to see some new faces at our 
next meeting.

Have a wonderful Easter my friends.

Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges VP/Reporter

LODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 16
Our lodge will be hosting a Mexican dinner featuring 
enchiladas, burritos, beans, and rice. Dinner will be 
served and carry-outs will be available from 4 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m. at St. Joe’s Park at 1500 N. Raynor Ave. 
in Joliet. A limited number of tickets will be available. 
Price is $10 per meal and can be purchased by 
calling Lydia at (815) 955-8235 or Gregg at (815) 
723-1497. Entertainment for the evening will feature  
Slivo Express with John Churnovic. 50-50 raffles 
will be held throughout the evening. All proceeds 
will benefit Will County’s Sunny Hill Nursing Home’s 
Music and Memory Program. A collection of used 
or new iPods for use in the program, will be held at 
the event.

MAY 30
For Join Hands Day, our lodge will be volunteering 
at Sunny Hill Nursing Home, providing gardening 
and clean-up. We encourage all members to join us 
for this fun day. Regardless of your physical ability, 
there will be something for everyone to do. Call 
Gregg at (815) 723-1497 for more information.

JUN. 25
Mark your calendar for the annual Lodge #2 Steak 
Fry at St. Joe’s Park. At this event, we will be 
collecting canned goods and non-perishables for 
the St. John’s Food Pantry in Joliet. More details on 
the steak fry will be provided in the next issue of 
The Voice. Call Gregg at (815) 723-1497 for more 
information.

LODGE UPDATE
Mass was celebrated for living and deceased 
members of Lodge #2 on March 15 at St. Joseph 

Robert Kastelnic – receiving honors this year. We will 
meet there at 4 p.m. to begin our dinner and small 
program. It should be a great time and a chance to 
see how the neighborhood has changed. Sterle’s 
has changed owners, but has all the recipes. Dinner 
will be served family style.

APR. 17-19 
The Annual Bowling tournament will be in Milwaukee. 
Andrea has assured us a great time. Join us if you 
can. Contact Chris Kocin for details.

APR. 17
For those not bowling, we will have our usual Get 
Over Tax Day meeting at Quaker Steak. Meet there 
at 5:30 p.m. We will discuss our summer events.

MAY 2
New event this year! Instead of the usual 50-50 
raffle, we will have a Derby Day fundraiser for our 
Four Lodge Picnic.

It will be held at Tripps Bar and Grill at 1100 West 
Royalton Rd in Broadview Hts. on Saturday, May 2 
from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Tickets are $20 in-advance or 
$25 at the door. This will get you unlimited chicken 
tenders, pizza, pasta, salad, draft beer, well drinks, 
wine and soft drinks. We will also be selling horses for 
the Kentucky Derby race for $10 each. The winning 
horse will receive half of the money collected for the 
race. Horses will be drawn at 6 p.m. and post time 
is 6:24 p.m.

JUL. 12
Oddfellows Farm and Bossies Best Ice Cream will 
be there again at the annual Four Lodge Picnic.

UPDATES
It’s official! What all us Clevelanders have 
experienced has been the coldest February on 
record. I think it should also be declared one of the 
snowiest, but that is another story. My mother’s 
garden has just resurfaced after being under cover 
for most of January, February and the start of 
March! Hopefully this means that the harvest will be 
exceptional.

Our Super Day Party had lousy weather, so did 
Tobogganing Day. I planned on attending, but ended 
up being delayed over two hours on my return flight. 
Then to come home to such weather. Granted, the 
weather had been unusually cold the whole week I 
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Church in Joliet. The mass was followed by our 
St. Joseph Brunch Meeting at Syl’s Restaurant in 
Rockdale. 50 Year Members honored at the brunch 
included John Ancel, Margaret Hanson, Regina 
Romain, Lucille Welz, Donald Zelinski and Michael 
Zelinski. A big “thank you” to Sylvia Churnovic for 
planning a wonderful brunch and to all those who 
assisted! Eighty-six members and guests were in 
attendance.

Our lodge welcomed new members Paul Kramer 
and Henry Riley-Schuenemann and mourned the 
loss of members Richard Glavan and Zeke Russ. 

A Lodge #2 Facebook page will available soon. 
Members Season Lawler and Lydia Marquardt will 
get the page up and running to keep members up-
to-date on lodge activities and post photographs 
from our lodge events.

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER

I wanted to send in a photo of my daughter Madeline 
Jane Kolosh. She was born on Jan. 1, 2015 at 1:33 
p.m. She is a new member of KSKJ Life Lodge #2. 

Janelle and Michael Kolosh

.LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 9
Join Hands Day clean up of St. Joe’s Park Hall 

MAY 17
Meeting at 11 a.m. at St. Joe’s Park

UPDATE
Hello again St. Francis #29 members and KSKJ  Life 
members. I hope we find you once again doing well. 
The lodge has been having lots of fun in February 
and March. Here is what we did.

On February 22, we had our Youth Bowling Party 
where 21 kids joined in on the fun at Channahon 
Lanes. They enjoyed bowling, pizza, pop, prizes 
and fraternalism. Thank you to all the members who 
joined us. We hope you had as much fun as we did.

We had our meeting/annual chili cook-off on March 8. 
We discussed Join Hands Day and Matching Funds. 
For Join Hands Day, we will be cleaning up St Joe’s 
Park Hall. Stay tuned to the next The Voice article 
and our Facebook page for all of the details. Our 
chili cook-off was another great success. We had 
nine people compete in the chili cook-off. Everyone 
did wonderfully, and we had plenty of good food. 
Congratulations to this year’s winner, Bob Colman. 

I would like to acknowledge the accomplishments of 
one of our members, Sue Regis. Many of you know 
Sue from basketball, but did you know that she does 
glass art? Sue opened her own studio in Downtown 
Joliet last year, Regis Glass Art. Sue has been 
acknowledged as the Retail Business of the Year in 
the first Downtown Joliet Awards reception for her 
influence on Downtown Joliet. Congratulation Sue, 
we are so proud of you.

Finally, I just want to mention again to all of our 
members where to find updated information about 
all of St. Francis #29 activities. Keep an eye out for 
the yearly newsletter. It should arrive in your mail. 
Look us up on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
stfrancis29 or email me at lauricapetrella@stfrancis.
edu. Let us know about any accomplishments or 
updates about our members so we can showcase 
them on the Facebook page or in The Voice.

Keep an eye on the next The Voice article. I will 
start showcasing a St. Francis member in each of 
the articles. Make sure to nominate a member to be 
showcased. Thank you everyone. 

Laurica Petrella-Zitko, Communications/Reporter
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As we have done in the past, a raffle was held for 
the youth who were present for the pizza party. 
Believe it or not, the winners were Olivia Zelinski 
and Eli Zelinski – they each won a gift card for Steak 
‘N Shake. Congratulations you two. Sorry adults, no 
raffle for you guys this year. Maybe next year – we’ll 
see what happens.

This year, beads were given out to all the little girls 
since Mardi Gras was just around the corner. To my 
surprise, some of the little boys wanted the beads, 
too.

A big “thank you” goes out to Dan Hinz and his staff 
for making sure our party was enjoyable for all and 
the great job that they did. I would also like to thank 
Maryann McGinnis, our Fraternal Activities Director 
and Alan Mihelich, President of St. Genevieve 
Lodge #108 for all that they did.

Plans for next year’s ice skating and pizza party are 
already in the works. So, for those who missed out 
this year, there is always next year. I hope to see all 
of you back next year for another fun time.

Have a happy Easter everyone!

Pauline Mihelich, Financial Secretary-Treasurer

Our chili cook-off competitors (from left to right): 
Joyce Vicich, Winner Bob Colman, Bill Potochnic, 
Diane McKanna, Judy Corum, Georgette Vota, 
Jannette Boucher, Fran Cernetich and Chris Zitko.

LODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

ICE SKATING & PIZZA PARTY RECAP
On February 15, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 
sponsored an ice skating and pizza party for the 
youth at the Joliet Park District Ice Arena. Numerous 
KSKJ Life members gathered for a fun-filled 
afternoon of ice skating and pizza.

There were a total of 21 youths and 32 adults in 
attendance. A few of the adults who were present 
tried their luck at skating, too. We had two youths 
that volunteered their services in one way or another. 
Joe Ambrozich volunteered his services by helping 
with the younger skaters who needed assistance, 
which was applied to his community service hours 
for school. Also, Katie McGinnis helped with the 
registration. Thank you both for your volunteerism.

After everyone was done skating, all were welcome 
to stay and enjoy the pizza and soda pop that 
was provided. A total of 14 pizzas were devoured. 
We also went through seven pitchers of pop, two 
pitchers of lemonade and two pitchers of water.

REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #44
S. CHICAGO, IL

LODGE UPDATE
As I sit and write this article, all I can think about 
is March Madness and college basketball. It’s the 
time of year when athletes are recognized for all 
their hard work and dedication, when all the blood, 
sweat and tears become worth it. To that end, it 
gives me great pleasure and pride to report on an 
outstanding achievement of one of St. Florian’s own. 
Max Strus, guard for the Lewis University Flyers, 
was named the Great Lakes Valley Conference 
Men’s Basketball Freshman of the Year. Max was 
also named to the All-GLVC Second Team. He was  
the highest scoring freshman in the league and had 
the highest scoring average at Lewis by a freshman 
since the 1979-1980 season. He leads the Flyers 
in three-pointers and is second in rebounds, blocks 
and steals. Please join me in congratulating Max on 
an amazing season and wishing him good luck in 
the seasons to come. 

As spring approaches, so do the traditions of Lodge 
44. Board members are settling into their respective 
positions, new members have their representatives 
and additional planning committees are being 
formed. Our meetings for the rest of the year have 
been scheduled, starting with the April 12 meeting 
after 9 a.m. mass at St. George Church Hall, 9546 
South Ewing Ave., Chicago, IL. June 14, August 9 
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so, be sure to like St. Aloysius on Facebook, we’re 
posting events and photos regularly. If you’re on 
Facebook, be sure to check our page! Nasvidenje! 

Jennifer Velikan

LODGE #53
WAUKEGAN, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS 
APR. 12
Meeting at 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes 

MAY 10
Meeting at 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

JUN. 14
Meeting at 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

REGIONAL UPDATE 
We are finally getting a break in the weather and 
it was good to get out to enjoy the Annual Lodge 
Leaders Luncheon this past month. Our lodges 
honored Amber Bodame and Dana Lainio with 
five years on the board as Auditor and Recording 
Secretary, respectively. Congratulations and 
welcome to our only 50 Year Member this year – 
Jill Alderin has joined the ranks and we wish her 
health and happiness in the next fifty years! After 
a delicious family style dinner, the meeting closed 
with a prayer and recognition for lifetime member 
Eric Pasiewicz who embarks on his assignment to 
Japan as a member of the United States Air Force. 
Thanking Joe Juvan closed out the afternoon with 
button box entertainment – Slovenian style!

Our new Regional Director, Pat Slapnick, visited 
with the board members of the Waukegan lodges 
in late February to encourage active participation 
in the events endorsed by our organization in the 
coming year. Join Hands Day is the target for May. 
We encourage you to come to the April meeting 
with your suggestions for identifying a need and 
participating in providing a community service.

Victoria Drinka, Secretary

and October 11 will be the next dates, so please be 
sure to mark them on your calendars now. 

Events are underway: Corporate Communion and 
Our Lady of Brezje already took place, and our 
Helping Hands and Matching Funds events are 
in the planning stages. More details to come. Our 
annual bocce tournament and talks of new athletic 
outings are in the brainstorming phase as well. If 
you have any ideas for fun or philanthropic events, 
please contact me at (219) 718-7599 or arossi3@
nd.edu. Better yet, attend a meeting and voice your 
opinions and suggestions straight to the board. 

Even before April is all said and done, I know one 
event we’re all looking forward to: the Cubs-Sox 
game on August 16 at U.S. Cellular Field. More 
information will be available soon, but be sure to 
sign up early because tickets will go fast this year. 

Angela Rossi

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

UPCOMING EVENTS
APR. 4
Easter Egg Hunt – Free for children, all are welcome. 
Come join us for crafts, an Easter egg hunt and, of 
course, a visit from the Easter Bunny! Stay tuned to 
our website and the Facebook page for more details.

LODGE UPDATE
Winter is almost wrapped up. We hope all our 
members survived the snow and are still having a 
great month so far! 

April 4 will be our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Katie 
Poole is planning a fantastic day out at the Nash 
Picnic Grounds, be sure to join us! Please contact 
Katie Poole, kskjkids52@gmail.com for more 
information and exact times!

The National Bowling Tournament is coming up 
soon on April 17-19. We are forming teams now and 
are always in need of new bowlers. Please contact 
Athletic Director Tom Komlanc at tkomlanc@aol.
com if you’re interested in bowling. 

Be sure to check our website and Facebook page 
for future events and details. If you have not done 

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WS

APRIL UPDATE
The sun is shining and the temps are climbing. What 
could be better than that?

Congratulations to the Lodge #65 basketball 
team who were named champions at the National 
Basketball Tournament held in Waukegan. From 
what I understand, all had a great time.

The National Bowling Tournament will be hosted 
by St. John’s #65 in Milwaukee on April 17-19. The 
committee has a fun-filled weekend planned and is 
working hard to show Milwaukee hospitality.

Help! A Matching Funds bake sale is planned as a 
Sunday Send Off. The Special Olympics in West 
Allis will benefit from your generosity. Here is where 
our members can help, and I’m sure everyone 
will cooperate. Baked goods are needed and your 
baking expertise and favorite sweets are needed. 
We will welcome anything sweet to the palette, 
including cookies, cakes, pies, bread and especially 
poticas, strudels, krofe and fancete. Jan Gehm has 
agreed to chair this event. Thanks, Jan. Please call 
her for more information and about dropoff points 
and times. If you would like to help at the bowling 
alleys for the bake sale, your help is welcome and 
needed. Jan’s phone number is (414) 321-1413. 
The bake sale will be held at the Bowling Alleys 
on Sunday morning during bowling and as people 
prepare for their rides home.

Would you like to make butare? Join us at Triglav 
Park on Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. If you have 
any questions, please call Helen Frohna at (262) 
821-5295 or Mici Bregant at (414) 543-6695 for 
more information. On Sunday, March 29, Butare 
and Palms will be blessed at the 8 a.m. mass at St. 
John the Evangelist Church. If you have a Slovenian 
costume, you can proudly wear it in procession or 
wear a red carnation. If you wish, you can join us for 
breakfast at Meyer’s Restaurant.

Greetings to all of our sick and shut-ins. Vesele 
velikonocne praznike. Happy Easter to all.

EDMAR Mici Bregant
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Also, on February 28, we had a pancake breakfast 
to raise funds for the Quad City Food Shelf located 
in Gilbert, MN.

LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN 

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 9
Join Hands Day Project: Clean up grounds around 
Stowe Elementary School and St. Elizabeth Church. 
Members please bring gloves and meet at 9 a.m. at 
the school.

MAY 15
Annual Bowling Tournament at Skyline Lanes from 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. You need not be a bowler to 
participate. Guests are most welcome. The cost for 
non-members is $10 for bowling and pizza or $6 for 
pizza only. RSVP to Barb Larson by May 10 at (715) 
398-5693.

MAY 17
Matching Funds Project: Pancake Breakfast and 

getting more information in the mail. 

I hope you had a nice Easter.

Pat Slapnick, President

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

LODGE #59
EVELETH, MN

LODGE UPDATE
A soup and bread supper was prepared and served 
by Lodge #59 for the Resurrection Parish members 
before Stations of the Cross for a free will offering.

Jule Erjavec stirs the soup at our soup supper.

Ron Erjavec and Bob Mavec serving soup

LODGE #144
SHEBOYGAN, WS

 
LODGE UPDATE
It’s about time we start seeing some warm weather 
and no snow. Of course, around here we did not 
have as much as the east coast had.

JUVENILE BOWLING TOURNAMENT
Last weekend, we had our younger members 
bowling, and for the first time, we invited parents to 
bowl along. For the first year, we did not have too 
many parents, but next year we will really push to 
get all family members to bowl. 

JOIN HANDS DAY
On May 9, the lodge will join other KSKJ Life 
members in the annual Join Hands Day project. We 
will be doing clean-up work at Greendale Cemetery 
beginning at 9 a.m. Bring shovels, grass clippers, 
rakes and pray for nice weather. Our rain day is the 
following Saturday, May 16. Lunch will be served 
when we are finished.

GOLF ANYONE?
We are looking for people to attend the 2nd Annual 
National Golf tournament in Waukegan, IL. It is 
being held on June 27. If interested please contact 
Pat Slapnick at 458-1469.

PLAN AHEAD
Our annual dinner will be held on August 23 this 
year. It was suggested that since we request the 
college students be present, we should try to have 
it before they start going back to school. You will be 
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Polka Mass Fundraiser at 10:30 a.m. Polka mass 
and breakfast to follow. Funds to benefit St. James 
Catholic School.

LODGE UPDATE 
On May 17, a pancake breakfast and polka mass 
fundraiser will take place at St. James Catholic 
Church. The polka mass is at 10:30 a.m., and the 
pancake breakfast will be served after the mass. 
Funds raised for this Matching Fund Project will 
benefit St. James Catholic School.

The temperature never got above ZERO for Lodge 
#171’s annual sleigh ride. Everyone bundled up, 
and after the ride, we warmed up with a pot luck 
lunch featuring Coney dogs and hot cider. Rousing 
Slovenian music was provided by members Frankie 
Bucar, Joey Jagunich and Pat Sniderich.

Our meeting focused on lining up our lodge Bowling 
Party for May 8, and our Matching Funds Event; 
(benefiting St. James Catholic School) on May 17. 
A polka mass featuring the ministry of The Singing 

Slovenes, followed by an omelet breakfast, will be 
held. Nominations for Lodge Person of The Year 
are due at our April 12 meeting. Join Hands Day 
is scheduled for May 9. Clean up of the Stowe 
Elementary School grounds and the St. Elizabeth 
Parish grounds is included. Our lodge will host the 
April 12 Minnesota Federation of KSKJ Life lodges 
quarterly meeting. We are lining up a caterer and 
purchasing a lemon-filled layer cake!

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #7
PUEBLO, CO

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 1
Reverse Raffle Event

JUN. 7
Golf Tournament at Hollydot

OCT (TENTATIVE)
Operation Christmas Child 

DEC. 13
Annual Lodge Meeting

DEC. 20 (TENTATIVE)
Children Christmas Party

GREETINGS TO ALL KSKJ LIFE MEMBERS
You’re probably wondering if I fell off the earth it’s 
been so long since I have written you. I have been 
on the road for the past six weeks or so, conducting 
parish missions and retreats in Arizona, California 
and Texas. Needless to say, I was in areas where 
winter doesn’t show its face. We are now in the midst 
of Lent, and before we realize it will be Easter. I was 
thinking about March Madness and all the attention 
that will be given to basketball during this month. 
State playoffs, NCAA tournaments, grade school 
and of course the KSKJ Life Basketball Tournament. 
One great thing about basketball is it is a team sport. 
If a player thinks he is indispensable, let him try 
playing the Kentucky Wildcats by himself. He will 
have no chance. He will need at least four more 
players (probably five or six). Our lives as Christians 
must always be about the team. We belong to the 

family of God. All of us are His children, even the 
ones who are hard to love and difficult to forgive, but 
they are His children. 

Lent is a time to focus on Jesus and what He did 
for all of us, even the people we don’t like or those 
we disagree with. We are given Lent to figure out 
where we are with our God. We take time to ask 
for forgiveness and pledge to love others as Jesus 
would love them. We look forward to Easter as Yogi 
Berra warns us, “if you don’t know where you’re 
going, you’re gonna end up somewhere else.” We 
are going to Heaven and Easter is a reminder for us 
of this. My prayer for you and your family is to take 
this Lent as a stepping stone for your Easter. I also 
take this opportunity to suggest you might want to 
look at the website of the Vincentian Parish Mission 
Center, of which I am the director. It has wonderful 
spiritual reflections, and I think you will enjoy looking 
at this evangelist tool. The website is vpmc.org. God 
bless you and your family.

Bernice Krasovec, Lodge Reporter

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send your lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month.

FIND US ON SOCIAL 
Join the conversation with other members on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by using the 
hashtag #kskjlife.

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE 
 

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE
 
 
INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE
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