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The first Fraternal Board 
meeting of 2015 was held 
last month in Milwaukee.

Shortly after our last 
meeting, Vice Chair Pat 
Slapnick, Tony Mravle 
Jr. and I got together to 
discuss short-, mid- and 
long-term items for the 
Fraternal Board.

One of the first things we addressed was sending 
out the “Meet Your Fraternal Board Member” 
correspondence. We felt it was important to provide 
lodges with the contact information and role 
descriptions of their Regional Directors, National 
Activities Directors and National Athletics Directors. 
In an attempt to get some initial feedback on how we 
can better serve our members, I sent out an informal 
questionnaire to a small sampling of members 
across all eight regions, asking them for help on 
one question, “What does your lodge expect or 
need from your Regional Director, (or your National 
Athletics Director/National Activities Director) when 
leading up to (or when attending) a lodge event?”

This experiment was well received with about 75% 
of the recipients responding. The responses were 
sorted by region, and will be handled on a one-to-

one basis to allow for more ongoing communication.

In February, the Financial Board hosted its first town 
hall meeting in Pittsburgh, where I spoke on behalf 
of the Fraternal Board. The Financial Board has 
committed to go out the lodges, meet the members, 
and welcome open dialogue with lodge officers and 
delegates. More of these meetings are scheduled 
in 2015.

I would like to thank Pat Slapnick for her continued 
support as the Vice Chair, as well as Tony Mravle 
Jr. for his commitment to fraternal activities. Thank 
you both for your leadership and service to your 
region and to KSKJ Life. This board has a wonderful 
opportunity (and challenge) to promote fraternalism, 
particularly to the next generation of leaders. I 
look forward to ensuring our younger members 
have similar experiences that we have had for 
community, relationships and family. I would also 
like to thank Andrea Ostrowski for putting together 
the accommodations for this meeting. 

You’ll be able to read all of the regional reports that 
were submitted starting on page 5.

MARYLOU STEFANICK  
KSKJ Life Fraternal Board Chair

A MESSAGE FROM THE

KSKJ LIFE FRATERNAL BOARD MEETING

IN THIS ISSUE

NASH’S 2015 HONOREE: 
JUDY KAWCZYNSKI
Page 2 

HOW MUCH COVERAGE IS 
ENOUGH?
Page 3

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
MONICA DAWYOT’S 
MISSION TRIP TO ECUADOR
Page 4

FRATERNAL BOARD 
REPORTS
Page 5

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & 
EVENTS
Page 8

GLASILO
Page 15

VOLUME 125—NO.5  ISSN 1524-4407 MAY 2015

1-800-THE-KSKJ
KSKJLIFE.COM



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE2

NASH’S 2015 HONOREE: JUDY KAWCZYNSKI
KSKJ Life is proud to announce that KSKJ 
Life member of St. Lawrence lodge #63, Judy 
Kawczynski, was recently recognized by the 
Federation of Slovenian National Homes as a 
2015 Honoree. The award recognizes Slovenian-
Americans from around the country for their service 
and dedication to Slovenian traditions and culture. 
Not only is Judy an active KSKJ Life member in her 
local lodge, but she also (somehow) finds time to 
volunteer at a local Slovenian National Home, where 
her family has been actively involved or generations.

We recently caught-up with Judy to ask her a few 
questions about the award, her activism within 
the American-Slovenian community, and her 
involvement in KSKJ Life. 

For those who are not familiar with the NASH, 
can you share what the organization and your 
award are all about?

Presently, there are six halls in the greater Cleveland 
area that are actively present in the Federation of 
Slovenian Homes. The organization was created to 
help support the local halls as a whole and provide 
support on common business issues and concerns. 
Every year, the active halls honor a member who 
has shown outstanding support and dedication to 
the organization throughout the years.

Tell us a little more about your involvement 
and the award you received.

I received what I would call the local Slovenian 
Woman of the Year award for the Slovenian National 
Home on East 80th St., in Cleveland. I have been 
an active member in this Slovenian National Home 
since birth. I grew up there and was always there 

helping my mother and grandmother in any way I 
could. When I was five, I learned how to bowl in their 
Saturday morning bowling league. As I grew older, 
I started helping out in the kitchen, serving dinners, 
setting up the hall, and helping with other tasks. I 
have learned how to cook, and ironically enough, 
met my soon-to-be husband there three years ago. 
I’ve held the Financial Secretary position for the hall 
for the last three years, following in the footsteps 
of my late grandmother, Anna Mae Mannion. I also 
currently hold the Recording Secretary position for 
the board of the Federation of Slovenian Homes, a 
position I have only been in for a year. 

What does KSKJ Life mean to you?

I have been active in KSKJ Life since I was 18 and 
I currently hold an Auditor position for lodge #63. 
I actively attend the lodge meetings and events, 
and I help promote our lodge activities through our 
Facebook page. I have participated in the youth 
leadership conference, bowling tournaments, and 
this past year I was a proud representative for our 
lodge at the KSKJ Life Convention in Florida.

What does the award mean to you?

This award is very special to me since several of 
my family members have received this award in 
the past (my mom, Katie Mannion-Kawczynski, 
my uncle, Tony Mannion, my grandmother, Anna 
Mae Mannion, my aunt, Ruth Ross, and my uncle, 
William Mannion). All of these individuals played 
an important role in shaping me to be the adult I 
am today. Their love, compassion, and hard work 
and dedication to the hall was passed on to me 
at an early age, and life without the hall seems 
meaningless. It’s my home away from home, and I 

hope that I can continue to pass on this tradition to 
my future children. 

I recently lost my grandmother last year, and the hall 
keeps her memory alive with me, and I know she is 
still there looking over me. One thing every recipient 
of the award receives is their picture of the award 
proudly displayed in the entry way of the hall. As a 
young girl, I always wanted to have mine up there 
and now it will be. 

Dedication to serving others is at the heart 
of what KSKJ Life is all about. Being that you 
exemplify this philanthropic mindset, what is 
your advice to future generations of KSKJ Life 
members?

My advice to future generations of KSKJ Life 
members is to be actively involved as much as 
possible. We are the future of the organization, and 
if we don’t actively participate and continue to make 
KSKJ Life strong, it will be gone before we know 
it. Look into the history of the organization. It was 
created during a time where many immigrants didn’t 
have anything, but they looked to the organization 
for friendship and support during a time when they 
had none.

Sustainability for fraternal organizations is a constant 
battle. Our parents and grandparents helped form 
and create such a unique organization for us, and 
it is our time to step up and continue the traditions. 
If we don’t, the organization will be gone in a blink 
of an eye and we will regret it. Several generations 
before us took advantage of what was given to them 
and made KSKJ Life their own. Now, so can we.

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 

Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to:
Mara Cerar Hull 
1440 Bunts Rd.  
Lakewood, OH 44107 
slovedit@att.net

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.
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According to a Life Happens and LIMRA Insurance 
Barometer study, about 31% of Americans believe 
they would feel the financial impact from the death 
of a primary wage earner within a month of their 
passing. When you consider all the things that life 
insurance proceeds need to fund and how long the 
money will be needed, you begin to realize that your 
true need for coverage is often 10 to 15 times your 
gross annual income (and sometimes even more).

The most important part of buying life insurance is 
determining how much you need. Since all financial 
circumstances and goals are different, there is no 
rule of thumb to tell you exactly how much you need 
to buy. 

Do you really need $250,000, $500,000, $1 million or 
more? It may sound like a lot of money, but imagine if 
one of those amounts had to pay for a funeral, retire 
credit card balances and other debts, and support 
your loved ones for many years to come. Would it 
be enough? How would you know? Sometimes the 
hardest part if figuring out where to start.

First, you should estimate what your family members 
would need after you’re gone to meet immediate, 
ongoing and future obligations (see examples 
in the chart below). Then, add the resources 
your surviving family members could draw on to 
support themselves. These could include things 
like a spouse’s income, accumulated savings, life 
insurance you may already owe, etc. What you are 

left with is the difference between the two, or your 
need for additional life insurance. 

This mathematical equation may seem simple 
enough, but coming up with all the of proper inputs 
can get tricky. Plus, you’ll need to factor in the effects 
of inflation and assumptions about how much your 
investments will earn in the long run. 

Fortunately, there are plenty of resources you can 
turn to for assistance. A great place to start would be 
consulting an online insurance calculator (you can 
find one at lifehappens.org). Of course, these tools 
are no substitute for getting accurate and dependable 
advice from a licensed insurance professional. One 
of the friendly KSKJ Life agents would be happy to 
sit down with you and walk you through the process 
of determining your life needs and customizing the 
policy (or combination of policies) that will best-suit 
your specific needs.

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL:   800-843-5755 
EMAIL:  SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT:   KSKJLIFE.COM

Article provided by Life Happens

HOW MUCH COVERAGE IS ENOUGH? MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Scholarship Fund has been made on behalf of 
each.

APRIL 2015
Marilyn Ancelj - #236, Millbrae, CA

Joanne Bajuk - #236, Sonoma, CA

Poldi Bojc - #226, Cleveland, OH

Joanne Books - #42, Harrisburg, PA

Edward Buchan - #300, Littleton, CO

Shirley Burke - #136, Chelsea, WI

Edward Dodich - #79, Gurnee, IL

Cynthia Fleischman - #65, Franklin, WI

John Grosko - #115, Kansas City, KS

Frank Hoese - #44, Crete, IL

George Istenes - #50, Butler, PA

John Kaufmann - #603, Canton, OH

Gwyneth Krapf - #606, Everett, PA

Jerome Kren - #143, Joliet, IL

Anne Moren - #196, Gilbert, MN

Mary Nage - #79, Anaheim Hills, CA

Frances Patnesky - #153, McMurray, PA

Richard Piskurich - #50, Myrtle Beach, SC

Agnes Ridder - #300, New Berlin, IL

Richard Russ - #2, Shorewood, IL

Donald Sawyer - #150, Parma, OH

Justine Schwerin - #170, Oakbrook, IL

Luke Sever - #42, Severna Park, MD

Michaela Snead - #65, West Allis, WI

Richard Stampahar - #50, Cheswick, PA

Richard Steenhoven - #59, Bovey, MN

Charles Stefanic - #42, Harrisburg, PA

Aurelia Zadnikar - #25, Cleveland, OH

Bridget Zupancic - #146, Cleveland, OH

Eve Zupec - #79, Wadsworth, IL

IMMEDIATE EXPENSES 

• Funeral Costs

• Uncovered Medical Expenses

• Mortgage

• Car Loans

• Credit Card Debt

• Taxes

• Estate Settlement Costs

INSURANCE PROCEEDS CAN FUND 
MANY TYPES OF EXPENSES

ONGOING EXPENSES 

• Food

• Housing

• Utilities

• Transportation

• Health Care

• Clothing 

• Insurance

FUTURE EXPENSES 

• College

• Retirement
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: MONICA DAWYOT’S ECUADOR MISSION TRIP
In March, KSKJ Life member Monica Dawyot 
embarked on a ten day mission trip to Ecuador. 
The trip was championed by Franciscan University, 
where Monica is a Junior majoring in Nursing. 
Monica has been a member of KSKJ Life lodge 
#257 for her entire life. Before embarking on the 
trip, she reached out to KSKJ Life to inquire about 
sponsorship opportunities. As both a member of 
Region 1 and a former KSKJ Life student athlete, 
Monica received donations from Region 1 Director 
Ashely Mikulan and Athletics Director MaryLou 
Stefanick. Upon returning, Monica shared her 
experience with us. Here’s what she had to say.

I’d like to start by saying thank you. Thank you 
for your prayers and support over these past few 
months as I fundraised and prepared for my medical 
mission trip to Ecuador. I am a junior nursing major 
attending Franciscan University in Steubenville, 
OH. A group of 25 students and priests from my 
university were given the opportunity to embark 
on our medical mission trip met by 23 Ecuadorian, 
Peruvian and Columbian medical professionals, 
translators and religious leaders on March 6. 
Throughout our mission, we broke into groups and 
served ten different villages around the Amazon 
Jungle and the surrounding Diocese. 

I spent the first three days hiking deep into the 
Amazon Rainforest to a few different villages. In 
these first villages, our medical staff set up medical 
clinics, students ministered and witnessed to the 
villagers, and priests offered sacraments. For 
some, the ability to go to confession and receive the 
Eucharist or baptism was the first time (or at least the 
first in many years). Many of these villages haven’t 
had missionaries in over a decade. These villages 
also have extremely limited medical aid. 

Even what we offered 
was limited, but very 
needed and welcomed. 
Much of the medical care 
included simple antibiotics, 
anti-parasitics, lice and 
scabies treatments, and 
pain medications. However, 
these few pills cannot fix 
their medical ailments long-
term. Therefore, we delved 
into a lot of teaching, such as 
lice prevention, re-hydration, clean water benefits 
and parasite teachings. The generosity, joy and 
appreciation these people extended to us blew me 
away. The children just played, laughed and loved. 
Mothers hugged and held us, and offered the best 
food and goods they had. The men of the village had 
a special look on their face as they shook Padre’s 
hand after receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation. 
These people, by American standards, have so little. 
But the pride, joy and love they have as a community 
is more abundant than I have ever witnessed. 

This mission trip initially offered me an experience 
to travel abroad and use my nursing background to 
serve the Ecuadorian people, but it led to so much 
more than I ever imagined. I learned that humans 
are created with a great capacity to love, and that 
love stems from faith and simplicity. I was called to 
give and give and give until it hurt (then to give some 
more). I was called to give love but also to fill my 
own cup with His love. I taught myself to play the 
guitar on a very humble guitar not too long ago. I 
was asked to lead music as worship and teaching 
in these villages. What a gift to bring joy to these 
people through music! It was definitely a humbling 
experience for me. Profoundly, I learned the gift 
of peace that stems from service. Throughout my 
time in Ecuador, I reflected on a special prayer 
from blessed Mother Theresa, “the fruit of silence 
is prayer. The fruit of prayer, faith. The fruit of faith, 
love. The fruit of love, service. The fruit of service, 
peace.” As the mission continued, and I reflected 
more deeply on her prayer, I could see the exact 
progression in my life starting from silence offered 
in holy hours and hikes. I could see myself turning 
to Him more and deepening my prayers. Listening 
to and learning from wise priests, I grew in my 
faith. I allowed my faith to open my heart to these 

wonderful Ecuadorian people and allowed love to be 
abundant. Out of love I was able to serve and to give 
even when I had nothing left. And finally, returning 
from this mission, I’ve never had more peace in 
my heart and soul. We are called to spend time in 
silence that we may learn who He is, fall in love with 
Him, to serve Him through love of Him, which then 
confirms the peace of Christ in our souls.

These few paragraphs cannot begin to explain the 
fullness and beauty of this mission opportunity or 
the beauty and simplicity of the Ecuadorian culture, 
country and people. Their lifestyle can barely 
compare to life as I know it, but when it could be 
so easy to try to fix all their problems or attempt to 
“modernize” them, I learned it is their faith, love and 
pride in themselves which can fix me and a lot of 
American problems.

Thank you for your donations, support and prayers , 
and for making this trip possible. I have been asked 
to lead this mission group on the same medical 
mission next March 2016. Since I escaped the hairy 
tarantulas, fire ants, boa constrictors and  knee-
deep mud hikes the first time, I don’t know why 
I’d go back, but my heart is pulling me to serve. I 
ask now for a continuation of your prayers for my 
mission teams, 2015 and 2016, and the people of 
Ecuador. Please know that you have all been in 
my prayers throughout this process. My heart is 
overflowing with grace and love. Our Lord is loving 
and merciful. May we fall in deeper love of Him that 
we may greater serve Him. 

En Su Paz (In His Peace),

Monica Dawyot
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To increase communications, the Fraternal Board 
will be publishing regional reports in The Voice after 
each board meeting. The following is a collection of 
the regional reports from the latest Fraternal Board 
Meeting.

REGION 1
ASHLEY MIKULAN, REGION 1 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

• Sent introduction letter to the lodge officers in 
my region.

• Emailed lodge officers to find out when their 
events are going to be held this year so I can 
be there to support them.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

• Visiting lodges in my region.

• Continue learning more about my position, the 
lodges in my region, services offered by KSKJ 
Life (surprisingly, I don’t know them all!).

Other Notable Actions

• Participated on the committee to streamline our 
board report.

• Created the idea of the quarterly update for the 
Regional Director for placement in The Voice.

• Participated in the town hall meeting while the 
Financial Board visited Pittsburgh.

• Took my CEU credits for my career in interior 
design. Topics included lighting design, 
material selection and care, sustainability, 
furniture design in the workplace, and current 
design trends.

• Watched the AFA board training videos.

Highlights & Disappointments

I would like to create a template Regional Directors to 
send to the lodges in their regions. This template will 
allow each Regional Director to see what events are 
working for the lodge, what events are not working 
for the lodge, what members would like to get out of 
their lodge and the organization as a whole. I spoke 
with MaryLou Stefanick and Tony Mravle Jr. about 

this while they were in Pittsburgh and will have a 
template for the November Board Meeting.

REGION 2
JOSEPH V. HOCEVAR, REGION 2 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

I had discussions with Elizabeth Kusar on how to 
help St. Christine lodge #219 with the death of the 
previous financial secretary/treasurer, Tony Cek. 
Two lodges were late in submitting the lodge audit 
reports to the Home Office, but I was able to contact 
the lodge officers and get the reports submitted to 
the Home Office. 

I also visited lodges #226 and #25 for honoree 
programs for their 50-Year Members. I furnished 
door prizes to all of the lodges in Region 2 for 
Christmas/December meetings, and I installed 
lodge officers for lodge #226.

Other Notable Actions

On March 28, some of the lodge officers in Regions 
2 and 3 met at the East 80th St. Slovenian National 
Home on what to do with the Ohio Federation of 
KSKJ Life Lodges. We are hoping to turn it over to 
the younger KSKJ Life members and use it to train 
future lodge officers. The younger members will 
be able to hold their own meetings, activities and 
functions.

REGION 3
GREGORY J. SNYDER, REGION 3 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

• Supported the Young Adult Trolley Ride in 
Downtown Cleveland.

• Worked with Tony Mravle Jr. and lodge #101 in 
Lorain, OH.

• Helped organize multiple lodges to brainstorm 
ideas for getting more young adults involved 
with lodge leadership.

• Had two officer training sessions.

• Attempting to resurrect the Ohio Federation.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

• Additional active lodge participation

• Resurrection of the Ohio Federation with 
younger adults

• Raffle for scholarship funds

• Four Lodge Picnic in July

• Matching Funds for cancer research

• Matching Funds for diabetes

• National sports tournaments

Other Notable Actions

Representing KSKJ Life by:

• Making personal calls to recruit members and 
potential officers.

• Holding teleconferences with other lodges.

• Supporting scholarship funds.

Highlights & Disappointments

• We were particularly pleased with the 
combined efforts for our Christmas Party, Four 
Lodge Picnic, and officer training classes.

• We see an encouraging degree of youth 
involvement in KSKJ Life.

• We enjoyed seeing our new logo.

REGION 4 & 5
THERESA KRAMPAC, REGION 4 & 5 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

Since the last board meeting, I have taken time to 
acquaint myself with the new region I was assigned. 
Mainly, my interaction thus far has included attending 
lodge meetings and elections, and attending 
luncheons to honor 50-Year Members. I am also the 
Vice President of the Illinois Lodge Federation.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

I would like to see all lodges in both my regions 
participate in Join Hands Day and have a Matching 
Funds event to benefit a worthy charity. I would also 
like to continue building fraternalism among the 

FRATERNAL BOARD REPORTS
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FRATERNAL BOARD REPORTS
promoting lodge Join Hands Day and Matching 
Funds projects. I will continue to provide support 
for the lodges and help when they need it. Lodge 
members are so appreciative when I am present for 
their activities. At the recent Minnesota Federation 
meeting, we had some members sign up for the 
National Bowling Tournament in Milwaukee.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

I plan to visit each lodge twice a year, call lodges 
once a month, participate in lodge activities as often 
as possible and practical, as well as  communicate 
as often as I can.

ATHLETICS
MARYLOU STEFANICK, NATIONAL ATHLETICS DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

• I handed out fliers and promoted the ABC 
(Alternative Bowling Competition) to young 
families that were attending the Joliet Lodges 
Christmas Party and the Waukegan Lodges 
Christmas Party.

• The National Basketball/Volleyball Tournament 
was scheduled to be in Waukegan at the 
end of February. Due to a lower-than-usual 
response, I made the decision to cancel the 
tournament. After talking with the players from 
Waukegan and Milwaukee, there was still 
interest, so I worked with the Waukegan lodges 
to host a one-day competition. I plan to have a 
teleconference after our April Board Meeting to 
discuss the future of this long time tradition.

• On March 11, Andrea Ostrowski and I hosted 
a teleconference for lodge Fraternal Activity 
Coordinators. The teleconference covered 
National Athletic programs and events, as 
well as Fraternal Activities, such as Join 
Hands Day and Matching Funds events. The 
teleconference was recorded and sent to all 
lodge presidents, secretaries and fraternal 
activity coordinators on March 18.

• Notified lodges that beginning this year, we 
are discontinuing the Eastern Regional and 
the Midwest Regional Bowling Tournaments – 
and in their place, we are encouraging lodges 

as Chair and Vice Chair of the Fraternal Board 
of, “Let’s make a difference.” I think we got a 
good start in 2014. Our goal for 2015 is, “Let’s 
matter more.” We made some changes in the 
way we will be reporting about our own regions 
at each board meeting. I feel it is necessary to 
keep working on making the Fraternal Board a 
strong component of the National Board.

• I also want to encourage accountability for 
board members.

Other Notable Actions

• Chaired a teleconference to develop a form 
for the Regional Director & Fraternal Activities 
Director reporting at each meeting.

• Numerous emails and phone calls were made 
on this same topic.

• Participated in the teleconference for 
Fraternals Give — Fraternal Online Reporting.

• Participated in a teleconference chaired by the 
Fraternal Activities Directors about changes in 
athletics and youth & adult programs.

• Read the booklet entitled Ten Basic 
Responsibilities of Nonprofit Boards put out by 
Book Source.

• Had numerous teleconferences with Tony 
Mravle Jr. & MaryLou Stefanick preparing 
meeting agendas and discussing situations.

• Read articles put out by the American Fraternal 
Alliance.

Highlights & Disappointments

The National Basketball Tournament needed to be 
canceled because of lack of participation. It was 
changed into a Fraternal Fun event which was a 
positive. This was not a total disappointment, but a 
reason to evaluate any changes that may need to 
be made.

REGION 7
SHARON BUCAR, REGION 7 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

I was present at lodge Christmas parties and 
activities, as well as the Minnesota Federation 
meetings. I have a goal of encouraging and 

lodges in both regions while working to make the 
regions better acquainted with each other.

Other Notable Actions

I am the representative to the European Advisory 
Council of the Chicago Archdiocese for the 
Slovenian Catholic Mission, and I report on all KSKJ 
Life events for both of my regions at these quarterly 
meetings. I am also the Recording Secretary for the 
Church Council of the Slovenian Catholic Mission.

REGION 6
PAT SLAPNICK, REGION 6 DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

After Waukegan lodges #53 and #79 became part 
of Region 6, my first priority was to get a letter out to 
introduce myself. A dinner was scheduled with the 
officers of the lodges to see what they thought the 
role of a Regional Director should be. I also wanted 
to establish that my role as the Regional Director 
is different from the Fraternal Activities Director. We 
are both members of the Fraternal Board, but in 
different capacities.

I contacted each of my lodges to obtain a goal 
that I set for myself. I would like to see that each 
lodge has both a Matching Funds project and a Join 
Hands Day, and gets their required forms into the 
Home Office.

I made lodges aware that I will be contacting them 
before each board meeting to discuss any issues 
they would like me to bring up during the meeting. 
I also contacted them after to update them on the 
proceedings.

After a lengthy discussion with one of the lodges, I 
felt the need to refer issues of concern to give proper 
answers and reported back my findings.

I took the saying “leave the driving to us” to pay for 
the shuttle that will be available for transportation 
from the hotel to the social event for the National 
Bowling Tournament this weekend.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

• MaryLou and I had a goal during our first terms 
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FRATERNAL BOARD REPORTS
kick off a charity challenge. I will also crate a regional 
and youth person of the year program.

Other Notable Actions

I’ve participated in several conference calls including 
one that MaryLou and I hosted as the National 
Athletics & Activities Directors. MaryLou addressed 
athletics while I encouraged lodges to get Facebook 
pages so that we can stay more connected and see 
what lodges are getting involved in and all of their 
accomplishments. I also talked about Join Hands 
Day and about sharing it on the KSKJ Life website 
in order to be included in a drawing for $250 to the 
charity you worked with. I’ve also completed the 
AFA boot camp.

Highlights & Disappointments

I put out a survey after the basketball tournament 
and received some very positive feedback from 
members about wanting to try out new activities. 
They definitely want to continue some of the traditions 
while also getting more creative to hopefully have a 
greater amount of participation. I especially enjoyed 
hearing from some of our young adult members. 
They have some fantastic ideas! I feel that if we get 
more of their input, they’ll be more likely to plan and 
participate in lodge athletics and activities!

for a local charity.ACTIVITIES
ANDREA OSTROWSKI, NATIONAL ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR

Lodge Activity & Support

I have started a KSKJ Life Athletics & Activities 
Facebook page. Recently, I’ve been working hard 
on planning and organizing the National Bowling 
Tournament in Milwaukee. I had the idea to add a 
Matching Funds event (a bake sale) with the proceeds 
going to the Special Olympics on the Sunday of the 
Bowling tournament. I’d like to encourage other 
lodges to combine charitable giving or Matching 
Funds events with other lodge/regional/national 
activities and athletics. I also started a Facebook 
page for my personal lodge #65 in Milwaukee. I’m 
really working hard on communication. I feel that my 
goals will be much more attainable once I build up 
that communication.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

This summer, I’m going to spend a lot of time 
researching destinations for the 2016 Young Adult 
Leadership Conference. I will continue to try to get 
all lodges to have a Facebook page so that we can 

to host their own bowling-related activities. 
Lodge-sponsored events offer much more 
flexibility, such as selecting a date and format 
that best works for your members, no travel 
expenses, incorporating a charitable giving 
project, more lodge participation, and the ability 
to invite non-members.

• I worked with our marketing company, 
Sparxoo, to create an Athletics Newsletter to 
communicate ongoing and upcoming athletic 
events. This newsletter was electronically sent 
out to all members we have email addresses 
for on March 24.

Goals & Achievements Between Now & The 
November Board Meeting

• Reach out to lodges and challenge them 
to take advantage of the new KSKJ Life 
Charitable Giving Award when hosting an 
athletic-related activity or event. This award 
is a great opportunity for lodges to combine a 
charitable act with a fun social or athletic type 
event.

• Work with Andrea Ostrowski on the “Stepping 
up with KSKJ Life” walking program and 
explore new opportunities for the program.

• Offer my support to some of the smaller lodges 
on their summer activities.

Other Notable Actions

• I volunteered to be on the committee to create 
a structured method for Fraternal Board 
members to use when providing their update 
reports.

• I completed 24 hours of Continuing Education 
for life insurance and annuities.

• I attended a course on ethics.

• I renewed my insurance license for two more 
years.

• My lodge, St. Mary #79, held its Matching 
Funds event on March 14. Over 130 people 
came out to bowl and support our prize raffle. 
In addition, we collected over 300 toiletry items 
for a local charity. 
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smile on everyone’s face. The seasoning on the 
roasted chicken was just superb from the many 
comments made. Fresh roasted French coffee 
was offered for the first time to the delight of many. 
There were many friendly conversations as well as 
prompt and warm service by the many volunteers 
who pleased all in attendance. The annual Palm 
Sunday benefit dinner has been serving since 1970, 
promoted the urban parish, which is observing its 
122nd year in 2015.

This was a KSKJ Life Matching Funds initiative 
with support for the matching funds provided by the 
Home Office. The two not-for-profit organizations 
targeted for the matching funds include St. Edward 
High School - Youth Vincent de Paul Society and 
St. Paschal Baylon Helping Hands Ministry. Both 
are engaged in different corporal works of mercy in 
northeast Ohio.

A special note of thanks to head cook, Linda Plecnik, 
who took the time to order, prepare and perform 
countless tasks for this benefit dinner. Thank you to 
the parishioners and organizations who participated 
in this endeavor, including volunteers from St. 
Paschal Baylon Helping Hands and St. Edward 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C.. 

LODGE #42
STEELTON, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 13
We will be celebrating Flag Day at St. Aloysius 
Lodge Home at 1 p.m. A speaker will be provided. 
Everyone is welcome.

UPDATE
The Children’s Easter Party was held March 28, 
2015 at ABC East Bowling Lanes. We only had five 
children who attended, but they had a great time. 
Jennifer Segina made the Easter baskets, which 
the children enjoyed very much. They also enjoyed 
the food, which consisted of French fries, chicken 
fingers and soda. We didn’t want the adults to go 
hungry, so we treated them to pizza.

I want to thank Mike Segina who helped a great deal 
by setting up the bowling lanes. Also, I want to thank 
the parents who took time out to bring their children. 
Ladies who cheered them on included Betty Penica, 
Babs Galagher, Kristen Atanasoff, Doris Stinger and 
myself. Though it was just a small group, everyone 
had a good time. Photos of the party will follow. 

 Anne Hubler

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA 

OHIO FEDERATION 
After many years, the Ohio Federation of lodges has 
been re-instituted and a board has been elected. On 
March 28 at The Nash, the positions were filled as 
follows: President - Joe Hocevar, Vice President 
- Nico Marsic, Secretary - A. Stefani Kurbos, 
Treasurer - Tim Klodnick, First Auditor - Susanna 
Hughey, Second Auditor - MaryKay Prawdzik, Third 
Auditor - Chris Kosen, and Athletic Director - John 
Nemec. One of the many things discussed at the 
meeting was that the regional bowling tournaments 
will no longer be co-financed by the KSKJ Life 

athletic department. Instead, the Ohio Federation 
will be looking into the continuation of the regional 
tournament in Cleveland on the second Saturday 
in October. Other topics of discussion included the 
possibility of bringing back the Ohio Federation Picnic 
and the fact that there is still enough money in the 
Ohio Federation Scholarship Program to continue 
the program for a few more years. Finally, the newly-
elected board would like to invite every member 
of an Ohio lodge to come be a part of the Ohio 
Federation. Through your support, encouragement, 
and wisdom, this Ohio Federation can be the best 
it has ever been. We are also strongly encouraging 
any youth members that have received scholarships 
from their lodges or gone to the Youth Leadership 
Conferences to participate in the Ohio Federation. 
This would be a good way for youth members to be 
involved in the progress of KSKJ Life and learn from 
its experienced members.

A. Stefani Kurbos

LODGE #25 & #226
CLEVELAND, OH 

COMBINED PALM SUNDAY BENEFIT 
DINNER A SUCCESS
The combined efforts of St. Vitus Altar & Rosary 
Society, St. Vitus Holy Name Society, St. Vitus KSKJ 
Life Lodge #25, Christ The King KSKJ Life Lodge 
#226 and parish families participating in the parish 
scholarship program enabled approximately 415 
dinners to be served on Palm Sunday in the parish 
auditorium. It was a sunny, yet cool day with clear 
blue skies for the majority of the day.

Roasted chicken and roast beef with homemade 
Slovenian style soup (with all the trimmings) left a 
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REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 23
Picnic fundraiser at the Wing Warehouse in 
Broadview Hts. Tickets $20 in-advance, $25 at-the-
door. Includes appetizers. Call Josie for more info 
(216) 267-4866.

JUN 26
Putt-putt at Sweeties (Ridge and Brook Park Rds.). 
Meet there at 6 p.m. Ice cream to follow!

JUL 12
Annual 4 lodge picnic at Oddfellows Farm (Bossies 
Best ice cream will be there again).

UPDATE 
Finally, we had our first real spring day (at least in 
my book). It was nice not to have to wear the winter 
coats all week. Hopefully, this is a sign of things to 
come and we can get our gardens ready for the little 
plants.

We had a good turnout at our 50 Year Member 
Dinner, which was held at Sterle’s Country House. It 
was good to see a lot of our members that have been 
housebound due to the weather. Even better, in my 
opinion, is that the weather somewhat cooperated 
and had no heavy snowfall, rain or winds. Lodge 
#150 joined us with their honorees, and a nice time 
was had by all. Unfortunately for our lodge, most of 
the door prizes were won by Lodge #150. The door 
prizes were donated by our Regional Director, Greg 
Snyder.

On May 2, we were to have a Derby Day fundraiser 
for our 4 lodge picnic. Unfortunately, Tripps Bar and 
Grill closed rather suddenly. So the fundraiser has 
been moved to the Wing Warehouse on Broadview 
Rd., between Wallings and Sprague in Broadview 
Hts. The date has also been changed to May 23. 
It will be from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Tickets will be $20 
in-advance and $25 at-the-door. I know quite a 
few people had conflicts with the date (in fact, my 

nephew’s confirmation is that day), so hopefully this 
will work better.

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA

LODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 16
Our lodge will be hosting a Mexican dinner featuring 
enchiladas, burritos, beans, and rice. Dinner will be 
served and carry-outs will be available from 4 p.m. - 
7:30 p.m. at St. Joe’s Park, 1500 N. Raynor Avenue 
in Joliet. A limited number of tickets will be available. 
Each meal is $10 and can be purchased by calling 
Lydia at (815) 955-8235 or Gregg at (815) 723-1497. 
Entertainment for the evening will be Slivo Express 
with John Churnovic. Fifty-fifty raffles will be held 
throughout the evening. All proceeds will benefit 
Will County’s Sunny Hill Nursing Home’s Music and 
Memory program. A collection of used or new iPods, 
for use in the program, will be held at the event.

MAY 30
Join Hands Day: Our lodge will be volunteering at 
Sunny Hill Nursing Home providing gardening and 
clean-up. We encourage all members to join us for 
this fun day. Regardless of your physical ability, there 
will be something for everyone to do. Call Gregg at 
(815) 723-1497 for more information.

JUN 25
Mark your calendar for the annual Lodge #2 Steak 
Fry at St. Joe’s Park. At this event, we will be 
collecting canned goods and non-perishables for 
the St. John’s Food Pantry in Joliet. More details on 
the Steak Fry will be provided in the next issue of 
The Voice or call Gregg at (815) 723-1497 for more 
information.

High School. Thank you to all who attended and 
supported this dinner—it was a privilege to serve 
you. Thank you to The Voice for announcing and 
promoting this event. And a special note of thanks to 
the officers and members of St Vitus #25 and Christ 
The King #226 for volunteering and promoting.

Stane Kuhar

LODGE #219
EUCLID, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 2
Remember Saturday May 2 is Join Hands Day. 
Meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Slovenian Home for the 
Aged (Neff Rd.) for an afternoon of visiting, followed 
by mass at 2:30 p.m. and a social for the volunteers.

MAY 17
Applebee’s at 35055 Maplegrove Rd. in Willoughby, 
OH is the site for the 12:30 p.m. luncheon for KSKJ 
Life St. Christine Lodge #219 members. It will follow 
the 11 a.m. communion mass in St. Robert Williams 
Catholic Church in Euclid, OH. Reservations must 
be made if you are attending. Please send $5 to 
Joanne Ash (7709 Joseph St., Kirtland, OH 44094).

JUN 14
The next membership meeting will be held Sunday, 
June 14 at 1 p.m. in the Gateway Manor community 
room in Euclid, OH.

Happy Mother’s Days to all lodge members.

Elizabeth Kusar
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.LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 9
Join Hands Day: We will be helping clean the inside 
of St. Joseph Park Hall, so bring your buckets and 
your rags, and help us make the park SPARKLE! 
We will be starting at 9 a.m.

MAY 17
Next meeting at 11:30 a.m. at St. Joe’s Park. Please 
note the new time of the meeting.

JUN 28
Matching Funds Event: We will be helping with the 
St. Joe’s homecoming fair dinner from noon until 
3 p.m. If you are interested in helping, please let 
Debbie Zelinski know.

UPDATE
Well St. Francis members, we haven’t had much 
happen since our last meeting, so I will keep this 
brief. Please note the upcoming events. We could 
really use all of your help at both the Join Hands 
Day event and the Matching Funds event. Also, 
you definitely won’t want to forget about our next 
meeting and its time change.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
For my inaugural member spotlight article, I would 
like to start with a member who shows us exactly 
what it means to persevere as our Slovenian 
ancestors did. His name is Bernie Gerl. 

Bernie was a 6’2” baseball player working his way 
up in the baseball world. He was an all-star catcher 
playing for the Duluth Dukes in 1948. The Duluth 
Dukes were the minor league team for the St. Louis 
Cardinals in what would be considered Class-A ball 
today. When he was 21 years old, he was making 
$250/month and $3/day for meals. Take that into 
consideration all you youngsters who think that 
baseball players always make big bucks! And if you 
talk to Bernie, he will tell you all about the guys he 
used to play with and against, including Hank Aaron, 
Roger Maris and Don Larson! 

Bernie worked hard for his sport, with many 
roadtrips that required taking a bus everywhere. 

Unfortunately, it was one such bus trip that changed 
Bernie’s life forever.

On July 24, 1948, the Duluth Dukes were traveling 
from Eau Claire, WI to St. Cloud, MN. Their bus 
was in a head-on collision with an ice truck, which 
caused a fiery crash and killed six people. If not for 
the quick thinking of a local farmer, Bernie would 
have been the seventh to be lost in that crash. It 
took him 40 days and the loss of 70 pounds in the 
hospital before he was able to leave. He was the 
only one from the crash who didn’t have any broken 
bones, although he did have such severe burns that 
when he finally saw his face in the mirror, he said it 
looked like, “a breaded pork chop.” 

For many people, this would have been the end 
of their dreams, but not for Bernie. He recovered, 
went back to playing baseball for Duluth and even 
became a minor league all-star for the second time 
in 1953. That is what perseverance really means. 

Bernie retired from baseball after the 1953 season 
and returned to Joliet where he worked for Coca-
Cola for 40 years, raising a family with his wife 
Bernadine. Three kids and many grandkids later, the 
Gerl family totals about 25, and every year on July 
24, they take a family trip to Duluth.

If you ever get to meet Bernie, you will be treated 
with stories of baseball, his scrapbooks (which 
include articles of the accident, his baseball career, 

and Coca-Cola), and great insight on what it was 
like growing up in Joliet. Listen to him, because 
at 89 years young, he still is very sharp. Oh, and 
be sure to ask him about why the inscription in his 
wedding band doesn’t match his actual anniversary.

Thank you for reading Bernie’s story. Stay tuned 
next month for our next member spotlight, and make 
sure you check out our Facebook page for updated 
lodge information, facebook.com/stfrancis29. You 
can email me with suggestions for an upcoming 
member spotlight at lauricapetrella@stfrancis.edu.

Laurica Petrella-Zitko, Communications/Reporter

LODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE 
Hello everybody. I trust everyone had a wonderful 
Easter. Now we have to get ready for all those 
picnics and cookouts that everyone usually has 
around Memorial Day weekend. I know I will be. I 
just hope the weather cooperates. Anyway, here’s 
an update from the last Joliet lodges meeting that 
was held.  

On Tuesday, April 7, the combined Joliet lodges 
held their monthly meeting with members from St. 
Joseph #2, St. Francis #29 and St. Genevieve #108 
in attendance.

Congratulations to the April 240 raffle winners 
Patrick McGinnis and Roy Rozman.

On March 14, members of the Joliet lodges, along 
with members from the Slovenian Union of America, 
met at St. Joseph Church to pray the rosary for an 
hour. I wish to thank Mike Vidmar for leading us in 
saying the rosary (and for having the cheat cheats 
for us). They helped a lot. 

Chris Zitko, Joliet lodges President, gave a report 
at the Easter egg hunt that was held on March 28 
at Haunted Trails. There was a total of 49 youth 
members and 50 adult members in attendance. 
It started out on the chilly side, but eventually the 
temperature warmed up when the sun came out. As 
usual, the Easter bunny was on-hand to get things 
started. After the egg hunt, everyone was treated to 
doughnuts, orange and apple juice, milk and coffee. 
Everyone had a good time.
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Golf Tournament in Waukegan. Sign up soon if 
you’re interested. Also, pencil Splash Station into 
your calendar, coming up on July 26.

KSKJ Life has introduced the new Educational Grant 
Program for college and high school students. KSKJ 
Life has promoted education through the scholarship 
program since the 1950s and continues to invest in 
our young members. Read about it at kskjlife.com.

And now a letter from our member, Amy Koncar:

Hello, hello! As you may know, I am volunteering 
for Camp Kesem, a national network of free, week-
long summer camps for children affected by a 
parent’s cancer. Each summer camp is completely 
organized, planned and fundraised for by college 
students at university chapters across the country.

I am lucky enough to be a part of the Saint Louis 
University Chapter since I attended camp for five 
years during junior high and high school. Some of 
the best weeks of my youth were spent at camp, 
and I am ecstatic to give this opportunity to other 
children. It’s a week for these kids to just be kids!

I am part of the team of student leaders who are 
organizing Camp Kesem SLU throughout the year 
to create a fun-filled week of camp. Last year we 
hosted 27 students, but this year we will reach out to 
even more families. Camp Kesem SLU will be held 
in Benton, IL from August 2-7 and will open its arms 
to 50 St. Louis area campers. The campers who 
attend will have the unique opportunity to develop 
friendships with peers facing similar challenges, 
build confidence and gain a support network of over 
30 caring, well-trained volunteer counselors…a gift 
that lasts far beyond their week at camp. 

Since our camp is free for participating families, we 
rely on support from our valued friends and family in 
order to make the camp possible. We currently need 
to raise $35,000 by July 1. Donations of any amount 
are greatly appreciated and help make the camp 
possible. While donating, also keep in mind that 
Camp Kesem qualifies for corporate matching gifts, 
which is an easy way to double your contribution. All 
of the funds received help pay for the camp site, art 
supplies, s’mores, messy Olympics materials, items 
for our empowerment ceremony and so much more!

Making a donation is easier than ever!  Donate online 

Moving right along, Mike Vidmar reported that he 
spoke with our Regional Director, Theresa Krampac, 
and informed us that on Thursday, May 28 there will 
be a mass honoring Maria Pomagaj, Our Lady of 
Breeze. The mass will be at 6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Church. Following the mass, a social gathering will 
be held in Ferdinand Hall. All are welcome to attend.

As for the Join Hands Day projects, St. Joseph #2 
will be planting flowers at Sunnyland Nursing Home, 
St. Francis #29 will be cleaning up the outside picnic 
grounds at St. Joseph Park, and St. Genevieve 
#108 will be placing American flags on veterans 
grave sites at St. Joseph Cemetery. 

The next meeting of the Combined Joliet lodges 
will be held on Tuesday, May 5 at 7 p.m. at Town & 
Country Lanes. Hope you can make it.

Members of St. Genevieve Lodge #108 along with 
our Regional Director, Theresa Krampac, in line for 
our breakfast brunch that was held after our mass 
for living and deceased.

Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges Reporter

LODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE 
Hail to spring’s May flowers! Did you know the cooler 
temperatures we have had are slowing growth for 
most plants in your garden? It’s not all bad, this 
allows richer colors to develop. So, when those 
blossoms unfold, pull out your photos from last year 
and notice the comparison!

Congratulations to those who participated in the 
National Bowling Tournament in Milwaukee on April 
18 and19. Yet to be enjoyed is the June 27 National 

at campkesem.givebig.org/c/CK13/a/campkesem-
st-louis-univ/p/koncara

Every donation of just $5-$10 adds up, helping me 
meet my goal of $500. Thank you so much for your 
continued support! 

Check out what Camp Kesem SLU has been up 
to. Check out the Facebook page (facebook.com/
CampKesemSlu) for some awesome highlights from 
camp and our fall and spring reunions.

Amy Koncar (Camp Name: Polka)

Thank you, Amy. I am happy to report that I pulled 
up the site and made my donation. Wishing the best 
to you and your St. Louis campers. We’ll keep you 
all in our prayers.

We welcome member news and boastful events.  
Convey them to Cindy at cynthiamartis@comcast.
net.

Cindy Martis, Communications

REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #44
S. CHICAGO, IL

UPDATE 
Our lodge held our Corporate Communion and 
Brunch on March 15, 2015. A great time was had 
by all. 

George Bozzetti

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 3
Communion Breakfast: Mass will be held at 10 
a.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, breakfast 
immediately following at Madison Grill (owned by 
lodge members Sonny & Toni Cobb). Members eat 
free. Non-members are always welcome and may 
purchase their breakfast. 
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p.m. Admission will be $5 for adults, and kids 16 and 
under are free with an adult admission.

Below is a photo of the check presentation for our 
matching funds event.

Check presentation from our January Matching 
Funds event benefiting Slovenian National Home. 

Be sure to check our website and Facebook page 
for future events and details. If you have not done 
so, be sure to like St. Aloysius on Facebook. We 
post events and photos regularly, so if you’re on 
Facebook, be sure to check our page. Nasvidenje! 

Jennifer Velikan

LODGE #79
WAUKEGAN, IL

UPDATE 
The lodge hosted a Matching Funds event in March 
where members and their families attended a bowling 
outing and prize raffle fundraiser. All proceeds went 
to support NorthPointe Resources, an organization 
that provides support services for individuals with 
intellectual/developmental disabilities and mental 
illness in Northern Illinois. The lodge also collected 
toiletries to be donated to the organization.

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WS

 

JUNE 27
Annual Slovene Fest: Held at the Lion’s Club Park 
in Clermont (3201 N. Tansel Rd.), begins at 10 a.m. 
Food and drinks for purchase beginning at 1 p.m., 
music begins at 2 p.m. Adults $5, children 16 and 
under are free with adult admission. 

UPDATE 
Spring has arrived! Per usual, our lodge has many 
great events this summer! 

This past month we had our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. Youth Director, Katie Poole, planned a 
fabulous Brunch with the Bunny event. Everyone 
in attendance enjoyed food, Easter bingo, Easter 
egg dyeing, and of course, an Easter egg hunt. The 
Easter Bunny even visited and was able to spend 
time with all of our youngsters. This event was held 
in our Slovenian National Home, our youth ran about 
the Nash, looking in all the nooks and crannies for 
their eggs. It was a blast!

May 3 is our annual Communion Breakfast. 
Remember, this event is free for members. Non-
members are always welcome to join us, they may 
purchase their breakfast separately. This year we 
will attend mass together at 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish. Breakfast will immediately follow mass at the 
Madison Grill (owned by KSKJ Life members Sonny 
and Toni Cobb). We are hoping to see all lodge 
members there! 

Saturday, June 27 will bring the Annual Slovene 
Fest. This event has moved both location and date 
this year. The new location will be the Lion’s Club 
Park, located at 3201 N. Tansel Rd. in Clermont, 
IN. For your entertainment, the Nash will offer corn 
hole, volleyball and games of chance. Gates open at 
10 a.m. Slovenian food and drinks will be available 
for purchase beginning 1 p.m. Music will begin at 2 

UPDATE 
Once again, a reminder, our meetings are held on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
meeting room of St. John the Evangelist Rectory. 
Please come and join us and help keep our lodge 
active. Please enter on the north side of the building 
(second door).

Our deepest condolences are extended to the family 
of Debbie Nowak. Debbie was the daughter of our 
Financial Secretary, Diane Mouradian, and was 
the driving force in initiating the Charlie Mouradian 
Nine Pin Bowling Tournament, which benefited our 
lodge educational grants. She will be missed by her 
mother, brothers, sisters and the many friends who 
treasured her friendship. Rest in peace, Debbie.

Many thanks to Minka Mejac for taking the time to 
help us make butare at Triglav Park for use in the 
procession for Palm Sunday Mass. She made it look 
so easy and we had much fun learning. Thanks also 
to Helen Frohna for making all the arrangements for 
the use of the Dom at the Park and to others that cut 
all the greens and did the clean up work. 

Palm Sunday (Svetna Nedelja) found many dressed 
in Slovenian costumes and sporting red carnations 
in the procession into church (while carrying their 
freshly made butare) where Father Michael blessed 
them along with palms.

Congratulations to cousins Sarah and Phil Bregant. 
Sarah received an award for scholastic achievement 
and sports (golf), and Phil gave his senior cello 
recital. Both of these young people attend the 
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater.

I hope all had a wonderful Easter. Greetings to all of 
our sick and shut-ins. Nasvidenje.

Edmar Mici Bregant
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 13
Join Hands Day: We will meet at 5 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church and do a spring cleanup 
of the grounds. Plans are to rake, trim trees/bushes, 
and prep flowerbeds. In case of possible bad 
weather, this event will be re-scheduled.

UPDATE 
Since our last report, we have scheduled many 
activities for the upcoming months. Starting with 
April 15, we partnered with the area Care Partners 
Organization for our 2015 Matching Funds event. 
We helped them with their annual Swedish 
Meatball Dinner fundraising event held at the Mt. 
Iron Community Center. A representative for Care 
Partners attended our last lodge meeting explaining 
how we can be of service. Care Partners helps 
people in our area that are dealing with Cancer in 
many different ways, but mainly with financial help.

On April 17-19, Lilly Salo and Karl Oberstar attended 
the National KSKJ Life Bowling Tournament with 
members from the Eveleth and Duluth lodges. This 
event last year was very enjoyable and I’m sure it 
was again this year. It is always fun meeting other 
KSKJ Life members from across America, as well 
our Home Office representatives. 

On Wednesday, May 13 at 5 p.m., we will have our 
Join Hands Day event. Our plans are to do a spring 
clean-up on the grounds of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Gilbert. This entails raking the grass, 
sweeping all the sidewalks cluttered with winter 
sand, trimming trees that have dead branches, and 
getting the flower beds ready for planting. 

On June 2, we will have a business meeting, then 
head down to a local restaurant and have a dinner 
honoring our 2015 Lodge Person of the Year, Mr. 
Leo Skrebec. Leo played a large part in last year’s 
Matching Funds event. Leo is our Vice President 
and is always active in lodge meetings and events, 
along with his wife Yvonne. Congratulations to Leo 
for being our 2015 Lodge Person of the Year and 
thank you for your service to our local lodge and to 
KSKJ Life as a whole.

Karl Oberstar Jr., President

CONGRATULATIONS ON 121 YEARS
Members pose for a picture around the cake 
celebrating 121 years at a recent Minnesota 
Federation meeting and dinner which took place on 
Sunday, April 12 at St. Elizabeth’s Church Hall in 
Duluth.

LODGE #59
EVELETH, MN

UPDATE
Lodge #59 recently presented the Quad City Food 
Shelf with a donation made by the KSKJ Life Home 
office of $50. The donation was made in support of 
the lodge’s fundraising breakfast where food was 
collected for the food shelf.

LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 15
Annual Bowling Tournament & Pizza Party at Skyline 
Lanes from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. You need not be 
a bowler to participate. Guests are most welcome. 
The cost for non-members is $10 for bowling and 
pizza or $6 for pizza only. RSVP to Barb Larson by 
May 10 at (715) 398-5693.

LODGE #196
GILBERT, MN

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WS

GREETINGS FROM WILLARD 
Mary of Perpetual Help #136 had our Fishing 
and Hunting Jamboree on March 22. There were 
numerous winners, including: 

• Largest Buck: 1st Place - Ben Severson 11pt / 
18.5” spread, 2nd Place - Jason Severson 7pt 
/ 8” spread, and 3rd Place - Bob Trunkel 4pt / 
7.5” spread

• Largest Doe: 1st Place - Val Gosar, 2nd Place 
- Greg Gosar

• Largest Turkey: Ed (Bing) Perko

• Fish (Adult): 1st Place Walleye- Jason 
Severson 29”, 2nd Place Walleye - Dale 
Severson 28”, 1st Place Northern - Jason 
Severson 40”, 2nd Place Northern - Dale 
Severson 39”

• Fish (Youth): 1st Place Crappie - Fletcher 
Trunkel, 2nd Place Crappie - Reece Trunkel, 
1st Place Bluegill & Perch - Dayne Trunkel. 

All lodge members, please register your 2014 deer, 
bear, turkey, geese, duck and fish for next year’s 
Jamboree.

Our Join Hands Day will be on May 2 at Assisted 
Living Neillsville. We will visit with the elderly 
residents and play games.

We will be having two (that’s right, two) Matching 
Funds events in June. First will be a rummage sale 
to benefit St. Mary’s Catholic School in Greenwood 
held June 11-13 in the school lunchroom. All 
proceeds will go toward needed books and supplies 
for the school. It will be a “take what you need, pay 
what you can” sale.

The second matching funds event will be a rummage 
sale to benefit the Historical Society in Willard on 
June 18-20. Proceeds will be used for upkeep of 
Settlers Park in Willard.

Lonna Rakovec, Financial Secretary

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN
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Members and friends of St. Francis began Palm 
Sunday with mass at the Church of Nativity followed 
by a delicious brunch at the Slovenian Hall. A 
special thank you to all members who helped make 
this event happen. The opportunity to share our faith 
and a wonderful meal together is a gift. Enjoy this 
beautiful spring season and Happy Mother’s Day! 

Diana Fir Gremett

leadership as it is the only U.S. university to offer 
Slovene language and linguistics as part of its 
degree curriculum. Cerar also gave a presentation 
on international criminal law at the university. In 
Kansas City, KS a stop was made to visit the Holy 
Family Catholic Slovenian Church.

Julie Schneller

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

LODGE UPDATE

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #115
KANSAS CITY, KS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Hands Day: This year’s event will include 
a neighborhood clean-up in the Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood near Holy Family Church on May 30 
beginning at 9:30 a.m.

UPDATE
The ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia, H. 
E. Bozo Cerar, made a visit to Kansas City on April 
15 for the showing of the film, “The Woods Are Still 
Green,” an official selection of the 2015 Kansas City 
Film Fest.

Prior to the showing, a reception was held by 
Honorary Consul, Barbara K. Nelson. The film is the 
work of Director Marco Nabersnik, a story about a 
group of Austria- Hungarian soldiers in World War I 
and their trials of war. The film has received several 
nominations. It is my understanding this film will 
be making its way throughout the United States. I 
would recommend it.

I had an opportunity to speak with Ambassador 
Cerar, and he shared with me his recent visit to the 
KSKJ Life home office.

Left - right: , Ambassador H. E. Bozo Cerar, KSKJ 
Board of Directors rep. Julie Schneller, and Honorary 
Consul Barbara K. Nelson.

While in Kansas City, Ambassador Cerar also 
visited the Language Department at the University 
of Kansas, which is recognized by Slovenia’s 
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JOIN HANDS DAY LODGE PARTICIPATION

The KSKJ Life Home Office would like to thank all of the lodges who have coordinated and scheduled 
a Join Hands Day event in their communities. This great tradition of philanthropy and charitable giving 

continues to unite our members and their local communities across the country.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

LODGE #1 & #170
Date: 6/6/15
Location: St. Mary’s Friary, Lemont
Event: Grounds clean-up at Lourdes grotto
Contact: Joanne Sierzega

LODGE #2
Date: 5/30/15
Location: Sunnyland Nursing Home
Event: Gardening and clean-up 
Contact: Gregg Vershay

LODGE #7
Date: 5/2/15
Location: Pueblo historical cemetery
Event: Community clean-up 

LODGE #25
Date: 5/22/15
Location: Local cemeteries
Event: Flag decorating for fallen veterans

LODGE #29
Date: 5/9/15
Location: St. Joseph’s Park
Event: Clean-up of St Joseph Park Hall
Contact: Judy Corum

LODGE #59
Date: 3/28/15
Event: Cooling ties for veterans
Contact: Connie Menart

LODGE #79
Date: 5/2/15
Location: Bernie’s Book Bank
Event: Sort donated books for schools
Contact: MaryLou Stefanick

LODGE #108
Date: 5/16/2015
Location: St. Joseph Cemetery
Event: Flag decorating for fallen veterans
Contact: Pauline Mihelich

LODGE #115
Date: 5/30/2015
Location: Strawberry Hill
Event: Neighborhood clean-up
Contact: Julie Schneller

LODGE #136
Date: 5/2/2015
Location: Assisted Living Home
Event: Play games with residents in Neillsville
Contact: Lonna Rakovec

LODGE #143
Date: TBD
Location: Local Animal Shelter
Event: Walking dogs, playing with animals 
and cage clean-up
Contact: Lynn Schmitt

LODGE #153
Date: 6/2015
Location: Cannonsburg Food Bank
Event: Distributing food at local food bank

LODGE #170 & #1
Date: 6/6/15
Location: St. Mary’s Friary, Lemont
Event: Grounds clean-up at Lourdes grotto

LODGE #171
Date: 5/9/15
Location: St. Elizabeth Church & Stowe 
Elementary School
Event: Spring clean-up

LODGE #196
Date: 5/13/2015
Location: St. Joseph Catholic Church
Event: Spring clean-up on the grounds
Contact: Karl Oberstar Jr

LODGE #219
Date: 5/2/2015 & Fall 2015
Location: Slovenian Nursing Home
Event: May: Mass & Visiting Fall: Craft day
Contact: Betty Kusar


