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As many of you know, 
our Board of Directors 
was reorganized into two 
separate boards in 2012 
– creating the Financial 
Board and the Fraternal 
Board. This was an 
important step taken to 
address compliance and 
regulation requirements 
that were communicated 

to KSKJ Life from the NAIC, Illinois State Department 
of Insurance, and external auditors. With the current 
and looming requirements at that time, the delegates 
from the 2010 National Convention overwhelmingly 
made the visionary decision to reorganize the board. 
As a result, we are better-prepared to address the 
new requirements facing us in 2016.

The NAIC has proposed requirements that many 
states are adopting with respect to Corporate 
Governance and Enterprise Risk Management, 
along with expectations for financial solvency ratio 
benchmarks. These requirements will include a 
review of policies and procedures for our financial 
operations, HIPAA and privacy compliance, risk 
management, board oversight, and control functions. 
In addition, certain criteria need to be followed 
for Financial Board member candidates and the 

Home Office senior management team regarding 
qualifications, ongoing training, and development to 
ensure adequate financial competence.

In preparation for a new report, which must be filed 
in 2016 to comply with the NAIC Risk Management 
and Own Risk and Solvency Assessment Model Act 
(ORSA), our Financial Board of Directors and the 
Home Office executive staff will be conducting an 
in-depth analysis of our operations.

Please look for our most recent annual finacial 
statement information in a report scheduled for 
mailing to all households in July. Please contact the 
Home Office to request any additional information.

As always, thank you for investing your financial 
resources in our products and donating your time 
in our fraternal activities! We are proud to work on 
behalf of our members to continue growing as a 
strong and financially sound organization.

TONY MRAVLE JR.  
VP Insurance Benefits & Communications
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KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 

other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 
Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to slovedit@att.net:
Mara Cerar Hull 
1440 Bunts Rd.  
Lakewood, OH 44107

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.

KSKJ LIFE ON CAPITOL HILL
Several KSKJ Life representatives recently visited 
Capitol Hill during the American Fraternal Alliance 
Executive Summit in Washington D.C., held April 
19-21.

Executives from many fraternal organizations were 
organized into groups and visited with members 
of Congress and their key tax staff. We used 
this opportunity to communicate the invaluable 
contributions that fraternal organizations make 
toward the economy and social fabric of the United 
States. Fraternal benefit societies, like KSKJ Life, 
make up one of the nation’s largest volunteer 
networks. 

Fraternal organizations like ours are organized 
under 501 (c)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code 
as not-for-profit membership organizations 
that provide life insurance and other 
financial services to members, using the 

revenue from our operations to 

facilitate member volunteerism and fund programs 
that reflect our members’ shared values.

A recent study by economist Phil Swagel found that 
by bringing people together, fraternal organizations 
contribute more than $3.4 billion annually to the 
U.S. economy. As government budgets are further 
constrained, we provide a needed, private solution 
to meet local funding needs.

Pictured, from left to right: Dan Wenzler Sr., CEO - 
Catholic Holy Family Society; Tony Mravle Jr., VP 
Insurance Benefits and Communications - KSKJ Life; 
Rudy Krasovec, Chair of the Financial Board - KSKJ 

Life; Mark Walsworth, Executive VP and Chief 
Marketing Officer - Catholic Order of Foresters; Chris 

Nowotarski - Stone Pogrund & Korey, LLC.

Many thanks to the KSKJ Life members, agents 
and staff who participated in the online grassroots 
campaign, sending letters of support for the fraternal 
system to our elected officials in advance of our 
meetings!
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In previous issues of The Voice, we’ve discussed 
the differences between term and whole life 
insurance, and we’ve explained how to determine 
how much coverage you need. This month, we’re 
digging deeper into the benefits of a whole life 
policy, highlighting five advantages of purchasing a 
permanent policy.   

LIVING BENEFITS - ACCESS TO 
CASH
A policy’s cash value can be surrendered, 
in total or in part, for cash that can be 

put toward important uses like a child’s education, 
a business opportunity or supplemental retirement 
income. Also, you can borrow from your insurer at 
relatively low interest rates and use the cash value 
as collateral. The loan is not dependent on credit 
checks or other restrictions like loans from most 
financial institutions. Keep in mind that borrowing 
or withdrawing funds from your policy will reduce its 
cash value and death benefit if not repaid.

FLEXIBILITY
If you need to stop paying premiums, 
the cash value can keep your insurance 
protection in force for a period of time. 

TAX ADVANTAGES
Cash value accumulates on a tax-deferred 
basis, similar to assets in most retirement 
and college savings plans. Death benefits 

paid to the beneficiary generally are not subject to 
federal income tax.

GUARANTEED COVERAGE
As long as you don’t allow your policy to 
lapse, you’ll have the coverage for life and 
do not need to worry about being unable 

to afford coverage if your health deteriorates.

STABLE PREMIUMS
With many types of permanent insurance, 
premiums will remain constant or stable 
over your lifetime. With term insurance, 
premiums often increase as you age. 

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL:   800-843-5755 
EMAIL:  SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT:   KSKJLIFE.COM

FIVE KEY BENEFITS OF  
PERMANENT INSURANCE

MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Educational Grant Fund has been made on 
behalf of each.

MAY 2015
Edward Bayuk - #136, Neillsville, WI

John Byrne - #63, Garfield Heights, OH

Elizabeth Fabek - #150, Beach City, TX

Frank Frol - #59, Virginia, MN

Mary Gerbetz - #110, Hudson, OH

Raymond Horvatin - #29, Joliet, IL

John Jakovich - #108, Plainfield, IL

Mary Johnson - #624, Crawford, MS

Carl Kikel - #7, Pueblo, CO

Albina Koncilja - #169, Mentor on Lake, OH

Cora Konte - #219, Willowick, OH

Anthony Kosmerl - #59, Duluth, MN

Helen Kovacevic - #219, Landenberg, PA

Sophie Luzik - #81, McKees Rocks, PA

Patricia McKnight - #171, Rochester, MN

James Muhich Sr. - #29, Plainfield, IL

Deborah Nowak - #65, West Allis, WI

Olga Petey - #7, Leadville, CO

Robert Savoren - #7, Leadville, CO

Margaret Smith - #7, Colorado Springs, CO

Joseph Smoley - #59, Ely, MN

Bertha Tomazic - #101, Lorain, OH

Charles Weber - #2, Tacoma, WA

Mary Yablonkai - #150, Poland, OH

Lillian Zieba - #101, Lorain, OH

Eva Zupec - Winthrop Harbor, IL 
Lodge #53
Mary Chamernik, $20

Wilma Kaiser
Mary Lou Stefanick, $25

IN MEMORY OF

Michael Waliczek - Kansas City, KS 
Lodge #115
Julie Schneller, $25

Terry Rosalie Ambrosh - Glibert, MN
Lodge #196
Blessed Virgin of Help #196, $10

Article provided by Life Happens
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NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
RECAP
The National Bowling Tournament was held in 
Milwaukee, WI the weekend of April 18-19. The 
weekend began with a meet and greet. We were 
pleasantly surprised to see the Fraternal Board 
there, as well as many friends from Indianapolis, 
Cleveland and Minnesota. 

A total of 25 teams from Milwaukee, Waukegan, 
Joliet, Indianapolis, Cleveland and Minnesota 
bowled on Saturday. Young adult members (ages 
18-35) were given a raffle ticket by National Activities 
Director, Andrea Ostrowski. She wanted to recognize 
all of the young adults in attendance by giving them 
a chance to win $100 cash! Christa Kerber was the 
lucky winner. We’d also like to congratulate Mario 
Medved on his 808 series! 

A dance was held Saturday night at Club 300. 
Everyone was grateful for the free shuttle bus 
and took advantage of this safe ride, which was 
graciously donated by our regional director, Pat 
Slapnick. National Athletic Director, Mary Lou 
Stefanick, was in attendance and gave away three 
great prize packages. Several members enjoyed 
Slovenian sausages, and a DJ played polkas and 
requested songs as KSKJ Life members socialized 
all night. A great time was certainly had by all.

On Sunday, 31 pairs bowled doubles and singles. 
St. John’s Lodge #65 also hosted a Matching 
Funds bake sale at the lanes. Almost $400 was 
raised and the Home Office will graciously match 
that amount. All proceeds will benefit the West 
Allis Special Olympics. A heartfelt “thank you” goes 
out to all who baked, bought and donated. Andrea 
reported that feedback was extremely positive. 
Members especially liked the shuttle to the dance, 
the convenience of all locations, the frequent 
updates on tournament details on Facebook (if 
you haven’t already liked the KSKJ Life Athletics & 
Activities page, please do so) and as always, the 
fraternalism and friendship on display throughout 
the entire weekend. Everyone agreed that we would 
like to see an increase in teams next year, as well as 
more young adult members participating. You’re up, 
Cleveland! We’ll see you in 2016! 

For photos from the bowling tournament, 
visit the Athletics page on kskjlife.com. 

KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL ATHLETICS UPDATE
REGISTRATION OPEN: KSKJ LIFE 
NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
DATE: Saturday, June 27, 2015

WHERE: Bonnie Brook Golf Course, Waukegan, IL 

TIME: 1 p.m. Shotgun Start 

COST: $65/Person, $260/Team. Includes golf, cart, 
dinner and more.

St. Joseph #53 and St. Mary #79 invite you to the 
KSKJ Life National Golf Tournament. The tournament 
will be played as a four-person scramble. Each team 
must have at least two KSKJ Life members on it. 
All skill levels are invited to participate. Registration 
deadline is Wednesday, June 17, 2015. Download 
your entry form on the Athletics page of kskjlife.com. 
Please make checks payable to “Waukegan KSKJ” 
and send entries to:

John Deram 
37015 N. Mulberry Lane 
Gurnee, IL 60031

This tournament is limited to the first 30 teams, so 
please don’t delay. For more information, contact 
MaryLou Stefanick at marylou.stefanick@kskjlife.
com or check the KSKJ Life website.

Hope you will join us!
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MILESTONE LODGE ANNIVERSARIES
As we approach the midway point in 2015, we 
wanted to take a moment to highlight all of our 
lodge anniversaries and celebrate some of the more 
significant milestones. Find your lodge in the chart 
to right to note your founding date and see how 
you rank among the others. To honor some of the 
lodges who are celebrating a 10-year anniversary 
milestone, we’ve included a short write up to let you 
know a little more about them and what they are up 
to. Happy anniversary! 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST — LODGE #20
Ironwood, MI
We are up to the 120th anniversary, and I wanted to 
take a few moments to say a few words about the 
lodge and about the KSKJ Life.

For 120 years, membership in St. John the Baptist 
Lodge #20 has been passed down through the 
generations. The founders had their offspring join 
from birth, those descendants had their offspring join 
and so on down the line, and most have stayed in 
the lodge for life. In fact, our eldest member recently 
passed at the age of 100.

The lodge has become one large family, even 
between those not related biologically. The charitable 
contribution we provide to our community is one of 
the things we are proudest of here at Lodge #20. 
From donations of canned goods for Ironwood’s 
St. Vincent De Paul food pantry, to walking dogs at 
Ironwood’s HOPE animal shelter, and helping raise 
money for Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, the 
family of Lodge #20 will continue to contribute to the 
betterment of our communities.

As we come to the anniversary, I want to thank April 
Ruppe who has served as Secretary Treasurer 
for many years. She recently retired from the 
position at our last Christmas party, nominating 
and unanimously electing lodge reporter, Andrea 
Mesich, into the position in her place. It will be hard 
to fill April’s shoes after her many years of faithful 
service. April will continue to be a valuable member 
of this lodge.

As we come up to 120 years, we continue to dedicate 
our lives to doing good works, being good people 
and a close family, and we will do so for the next 120 
years (and beyond).

Andrea Mesich

ST. VITUS — LODGE #25
Cleveland, OH
The fifth-oldest active KSKJ Life lodge, St. Vitus 
Lodge #25 has a rich history of fraternalism and 
service. Founded just a year after the inaugural 
lodge, St. Vitus has helped drive the values and 
vision of our great organization. Thank you to all of 
the members who continue to further the lodge and 
the organization. 

BLESSED VIRGIN OF HELP — LODGE #196
Gilbert, MN
Located in Gilbert, MN, Blessed Virgin of Help Lodge 
#196 is one of the northernmost KSKJ Life lodges. 
This year, the lodge celebrates 90 years of KSKJ 
Life service. Congratulations to the lodge and all of 
its active members. 

ST. STEPHEN — LODGE #197
St. Cloud, MN
St. Stephen Lodge #197 in St. Stephen, MN (the 
oldest continuously settled Slovenian community 
in the U.S. - 1854),  was founded on September 
24, 1925 by Rev. John Trobec, Andrew Robich, 
James Rupar, Helen Ribich, Johanna Justin, Frank 
Trobec, Anna Zupan, Olivia Vok and Rose Peternel. 
The lodge prospered, hosting annual meetings and 
Christmas parties until the 1990’s when the lodge 
was forced to merge with the St. Elizabeth Lodge in 
Duluth due to low enrollment. 

Today, enrollment exceeds 600 members and the 
lodge continues to thrive through monthly meetings, 
Join Hands Day, Twins baseball outings, the Labor 
Day Booth, the Matching Grant Breakfast, and the 
Awards Banquet. Slovenian Ambassadors Zbogar 
(2006) and Cerar (2014) visited St. Stephen and 
Consul General Zigon from Cleveland spoke in the 
St. Stephen Parish Hall in 2009.

To celebrate, we will host a 90th Anniversary 
Celebration at the St. Stephen church beginning 
at 5 p.m. The Singing Slovenes will entertain at the 
Rusty Nail after the mass. Please contact Marge 
Pryately at (320) 259-0178 with any questions.

Marge Pryately & Jim Bisek

2015 LODGE ANNIVERSARIES
Lodge Age In 2015 Founded

Lodge #1 121 years 06.10.1894

Lodge #2 121 years 04.02.1894

Lodge #7 121 years 04.02.1894

Lodge #20 120 years 02.13.1895

Lodge #25 120 years 05.21.1895

Lodge #29 119 years 04.02.1896

Lodge #42 118 years 04.30.1897

Lodge #44 118 years 08.22.1897

Lodge #50 116 years 11.30.1899

Lodge #52 115 years 05.06.1900

Lodge #53 115 years 11.17.1900

Lodge #59 113 years 03.04.1902

Lodge #63 113 years 10.16.1902

Lodge #65 112 years 01.19.1903

Lodge #69 112 years 08.17.1903

Lodge #79 111 years 12.18.1904

Lodge #104 109 years 12.28.1906

Lodge #108 108 years 02.14.1907

Lodge #110 108 years 03.07.1907

Lodge #115 108 years 05.14.1907

Lodge #136 105 years 05.16.1910

Lodge #143 104 years 07.18.1911

Lodge #144 104 years 09.10.1911

Lodge #146 103 years 04.01.1912

Lodge #150 102 years 02.28.1913

Lodge #153 101 years 05.02.1914

Lodge #169 94 years 07.01.1921

Lodge #170 93 years 04.14.1922

Lodge #171 93 years 06.01.1922

Lodge #196 90 years 08.01.1925

Lodge #197 90 years 09.24.1925

Lodge #219 88 years 03.08.1927

Lodge #226 87 years 02.09.1928

Lodge #236 85 years 06.02.1930

Lodge #257 47 years 02.04.1968
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As many of you know, lodges across the country 
spent May and June completing their Join Hands Day 
events to give back and benefit their communities. 
Many of the Join Hands Day recaps can be found in 
the Local Lodge News & Events section. For those 
lodges who sent in photos, we’ve put together a 
quick rundown to share their events with the rest of 
the organization.

JOIN HANDS DAY UPDATES
Lodge #171 members Frank & Sharon Bucar, Frank 
Ibriks, Mary Spehar-White, and Joe Jagunich are 
joined by members of Boy/Cub Scout Troop #13 in 
cleaning the grounds of Stowe Elementary School 
and St. Elizabeth’s Parish in Duluth, MN on May 9.

Lodge #79 helped at Bernie’s Book 
Bank in Waukegan, IL on May 2. 

Members from lodge #108 
spent May 16 placing flags 
on veteran grave sites at 

their local cemetery.

LODGE #108 RAISES $6,200 AT MATCHING FUNDS EVENT
Region 4’s Lodge #108 held a Good Friday Fish Fry to benefit St. Joseph Church in Joliet, IL. The event was 
recently featured in The Voice, church bulletins, local radio (WJOL), a TV cable station and local newspaper, 
The Herald News. The event was a great success! It raised over $5,200, and an additional $1,000 was 
matched by the KSKJ Life Home Office, producing a total of $6,200 that was donated to St. Joseph Church. 
Congratulations to all involved!
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

LODGE #50
PITTSBURGH, PA

LODGE UPDATE
Happy spring! It is so nice to have traded in the 
cold weather and snow for pollen, birds chirping 
and warmer weather. Over the past couple months, 
we had a Palm and Pizza Party to celebrate Palm 
Sunday. We broke away from our normal breakfast 
and hosted a pizza luncheon instead. Everyone 
enjoyed the change, and we’re looking forward to 
doing an event like this in the future. 

We held our Matching Funds Event on Saturday, 
April 25, at the North Hampton Volunteer Fire Hall 
where we co-sponsored the Hampton Baseball 
Boosters Bingo Fundraiser for new equipment and 
field improvements. It turned out to be an enjoyable 
evening, especially with members of the varsity 
team calling out the numbers for the bingo games. 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C. 

LODGE #42
STEELTON, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 13
Our Flag Day ceremony will be held at the Lodge 
Home on Saturday, June 13 at 1 p.m. The speaker 
will be a veteran who served several tours in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Refreshments will be served 
in our lodge after the ceremony.

FATHER EDWARD C. MALESIC OF LODGE 
#42 APPOINTED BISHOP 
On April 24, Bishop Ronald W. Gainer of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg announced Pope Francis has 
appointed Father Edward C. Malesic, a priest of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and member of KSKJ Life 
Lodge #42, as Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg, 
PA. Currently, Father Malesic is serving as Judicial 
Vicar for the Diocese of Harrisburg and as Pastor for 
Holy Infant Parish in York Haven, PA.

On July 13, Bishop-Elect Malesic will be ordained as 
the fifth Bishop of Greensburg, which is comprised 
of four counties in southwestern Pennsylvania and 
includes a Catholic population of 148,937 in 78 
parishes. 

Bishop-Elect Malesic shared his experience:

“I was running a few errands and in between I was 
sitting at my desk in the parish. The phone rang and 
I saw the caller ID, which said, ‘Vatican Embassy.’ 
The papal nuncio, archbishop Vigano was simple 
and direct. He said, ‘Pope Francis would like to 
appoint you as Bishop of Greensburg. Do you 
accept?’ I admit it. I did take a while, but in the end 
I said that I trust the Lord and I respect our Holy 
Father and with great trepidation I said ‘yes.’ I am 
reminded of a magnet I have on my filing cabinet 
that says ‘Leadership is the ability to hide your panic 
from others’.”

“I am both greatly honored and deeply humbled by 
the decision of Pope Francis to appoint me as the 
fifth bishop of the great Diocese of Greensburg. This 
is an office that I never strove for, nor expected, thus 
my shock.”

The officers and fellow members of Lodge #42 are 
very proud of the accomplishments of Bishop-Elect 
Malesic. We offer our congratulations and continued 
prayers for “Father Ed” and his family.

PHOTOS FROM OUR EASTER PARTY
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
little brother of Region 1 Director Ashley Mikulan, and 
grandson of Al and Mary Ellen Suhadolnik. Eric was 
in the local Hampton Journal for his contributions as 
starting pitcher and captain to the Hampton Varsity 
Baseball Team. Eric also played left field and was 
the team’s designated hitter. Eric stepped up to 
be a leader on the team and has helped the future 
stars of the team grow each practice and game by 
helping them work on their mechanics. Eric helped 
the Talbots have another winning season. Eric will 
attend Penn State Behrend in the fall, majoring in 
either mechanical or plastics engineering and will 
pitch for the baseball team. 

Lastly, our next meeting will be Wednesday, June 17 
at 7 p.m. at the Monte Cello’s in Hampton Township. 
Please come and join us as we will be planning our 
picnic. Our annual picnic will be held on Sunday, 
August 2 at the Middle Road Community Park from 
1 p.m. to dusk. Please keep an eye out via email for 
more picnic details and updates.

Ashley Mikulan, Fraternal Activities Coordinator

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH 

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUL 12 
Four Lodge Picnic – Odd Fellows Picnic Grounds 
in Glenwillow, OH 

UPDATE
We would like to thank the lodge members and 
friends who participated in our Join Hands Day 
project at the St. Clair Slovenian National Home at E 
65th & St. Clair on May 2. We cleaned the courtyard, 
helped the officers of the Slovenian Home spread 
mulch throughout the parking area, took down a few 
old store awnings, and were served a great lunch 
by the Slovenian Home committee. We had a nice 
group of young members this year. In attendance 
were Stan, Matt and Nick Zakelj, Bruce, Megan and 
Anna Pleskovic (and friend), Bill Urban, Frank Cerar, 
Ray Yartz, Clara Abriani, and Ron and Ray Zak.

Well wishes go out to our Recording Secretary, 
RoseMarie Zupancic. Our next lodge meeting will 
be on June 14 at the Slovenian National Home on 
E 65th & St. Clair at noon in the main hall bar room.

Ron Zak

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #63
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUL 12 
Four Lodge Picnic – Odd Fellows Picnic Grounds 
in Glenwillow, OH 

AUG 2
Day at the Island: Kelley’s Island Family Day ($15/
person, includes round trip ferry and lunch)

Check our Facebook page and website for more 
information on lodge events.

UPDATE
Hopefully everyone received their Winter/Spring 
Newsletter. If you did not, please send me an email 
and I will make sure you get one. 

On March 8, we honored our 50 Year Members 
with brunch at Grumpy’s Café. Kathleen Mannion 
Kawczynski was the only honoree in attendance. 
The event was well-attended and enjoyed by all.

Lodge Auditor Judy Kawczynski was honored as 
the Slovenian Woman of the Year for the Slovenian 
Home East 80th. She was honored, along with all 
the other hall honorees on March 15 and again 
individually at a dinner at the Slovenian Home East 
80th on May 3. Congratulations Judy.

Our next meeting before the summer break will 
be Monday, June 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the Slovenian 
National Home East 80th. A light dinner will be 
served.

It’s that time of year to congratulate all the first 
communicants, confirmed and graduates. May God 

Lodge #50 participated in Join Hands Day this 
year. We placed flags on the graves of veterans 
for Memorial Day at Allegheny Cemetery in 
Lawrenceville. There are many Slovenian veterans 
from Pittsburgh buried in this cemetery. We spent 
May 18-21 placing flags on the graves of veterans.  
In the past, the veterans group tried to place 10,000 
flags before Memorial Day. This year, they set a goal 
to place 15,000. We hope we were able to assist 
with their goal. We even had one member bring 
her Girl Scout troop down and assist with the flag 
placing. This was a wonderful idea put together by 
our President Bob Lokar, and a great way to thank 
those who served our country. 

We would like to give a special recognition to two 
of our youth members, Claire Staresinic and Eric 
Mikulan, who made the local newspapers here in 
Pittsburgh for their athletic and academic talents. 

Claire is the daughter of Maria and Ken Staresinic, 
and is finishing up her sophomore year at Mars High 
School. Claire competes for the Junior Olympic 
Archery Development Team at the Northside 
Sportsmen Association in Adams Township. 
Claire took home first place at the Pennsylvania 
State Archery Associate Indoor Championship in 
Harrisburg. Claire says she wants to keep up with 
archery for the rest of her life, but does not want to 
follow the path of the Olympics, as she has other 
interests like student council, playing the oboe, 
forensics and German. She is looking into majoring 
in biology or psychology with a minor in German. 
Who knows? Maybe Claire will surprise us and 
someday we’ll see her in the Olympics. 

Eric Mikulan is the son of Don and Kristine Mikulan, 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 9

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
guide you on your path in life.

Please keep all our members in your thoughts and 
prayers.

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 26
Putt-putt at Sweeties on Ridge and Brook Park Rds.  
Meet there at 6 p.m. Ice cream to follow!

JUL 12
Oddfellows Farm and Bossies Best ice cream will 
be there again.

UPDATE
The first day of spring has officially arrived...not by 
the calendar, but by the weather here in Cleveland. 
The Cavs are in the playoffs. The Indians play well 
when the weather is good, but they (like me) struggle 
in the cold. Let’s hope they figure things out quickly, 
or else it could be a long summer of frustration for 
Cleveland fans.

May also brings the season of craziness. We have 
Mother’s Day (hoping all the moms out there were 
properly honored). Then comes confirmation and 
communion season. In addition, we also have 
graduation ceremonies and parties to attend. 
Hopefully everyone will celebrate with friends 
and families as loved ones achieve their various 
milestones.

Member Thomas Kmet made his confirmation at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church.

Josie Kmet, Financial Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 3
50/50 Raffle: Each ticket admits one person and 
entitles you a chance to win $875 in total prize 
money. You’ll enjoy a sandwich, dessert, soda pop 
and live polka band entertainment for your dining, 
listening and/or dancing pleasure. Doors open at 6 
p.m. Event begins at 7 p.m. The Slovenian National 
Home E80th is located at 3563 East 80th St., 
Cleveland, OH 44105.

AUG 1
Porky Pig Softball Tournament & Pig Roast: You do 
not have to play softball to participate in this event. 
Additional information will be in the next issue.

FREE TICKET GIVEAWAY
In an effort to promote business and support for the 
Slovenian National Home East 80th (NASH), Lodge 
#150 will donate two tickets (each ticket admits one 
person) to each bi-monthly 50/50 raffle (occurring 
the first Wednesday of the month, during the months 
of February, April, June, August, October and 
December). These tickets will be made available 
every other month. 

Our intention is to provide tickets to a Lodge #150 
member who has never attended a NASH 50/50 
raffle. Each time the notice is posted in The Voice, 
the first person to contact Tony Peskar by emailing 
tonypeskar@juno.com or calling (440) 243-0312 will 
have the tickets set aside for pick up at the door 
during the next raffle. Once a member wins the 
tickets, that member will no longer be eligible for this 
free ticket distribution. 

BASKET OF CHEER RAFFLE
Lodge #150 is raffling off a basket of cheer with 
the proceeds going to the Lodge #150 Educational 
Grant Fund. Tickets are $5 each (or five for $20). 
Tickets are available from Tony & Elaine Peskar or 
any other lodge officer.

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA

COMBINED JOLIET LODGE UPDATE 
Hello everyone. Can you believe it’s already June? 
Where does the time fly? Anyway, here’s to all the 
dads out there – have a Happy Father’s Day. Enjoy 
your day off.

Moving along, here is a recap of what happened at 
the last Joliet Lodges meeting. The Joliet Lodges 
held their monthly meeting on May 5 with members 
from St. Joseph Lodge #2, St. Francis Lodge #29 
and St. Genevieve Lodge #108 in attendance.

Congratulations go out to Marie Kanta and Tina 
Borkowski. They were the lucky winners of the “240” 
raffle for May.

There’s no old business to report. As for new 
business, the National Golf Tournament will be held 
on Saturday, June 27 in Waukegan, IL.

The next meeting of the Joliet Lodges will be held on 
Tuesday, June 2 at 7 p.m. at Town & Country Lanes. 
Hope to see you there.

Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges VP/Reporter

LODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE
Our Matching Funds event benefiting Will County’s 
Sunny Hill Nursing Home’s future Music and Memory 
Program was a huge success! On May 16, St. Joseph 
Lodge #2 hosted a Mexican dinner at St. Joe’s Park 
in Joliet. By the end of the evening, all dinner and 
raffle tickets had been sold and our anticipated 
donation to Sunny Hill Nursing Home will add up to 
over $5,000 to help create this special program. We 
thank everyone who came out to support the event. 
For more information on Sunny Hill, please visit the 
Sunny Hill Nursing Home section of the website at 
willcountyillinois.com.

Please join your fellow lodge members for our 
annual Steak Fry at St. Joe’s Park on June 25 at 
5 p.m. Adult members get steak with sides for $8 
(one guest allowed at the same price). For the kids, 
we will have free hot dogs. Dinner will be served 
at 6 p.m., followed by our June meeting. Bring your 
beanbag sets, relax and enjoy the evening. Steak 
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p.m. If you’re interested in helping, please let Debbie 
Zelinski know.

JUL 24
Annual Steak Fry at St Joe’s Park

UPDATE
I want to start by saying thank you to the members 
who came out for our Join Hands Day event and 
cleaned the kitchen in St. Joe’s Park. You guys were 
amazing! I don’t think I’ve ever seen the kitchen so 
clean, and I can tell you that St. Joe’s Church greatly 
appreciates it.

Thanks to all came to our latest meeting on May 
17. Your participation is what keeps St. Francis 
going. And please, do not forget about our Matching 
Funds event on June 28. The more people we have 
helping, the better. 

I hope you liked last month’s member spotlight. I 
know it was an honor to write about Bernie. Please 
keep an eye on the Facebook page for a video 
interview with Bernie himself. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
My second member spotlight is on our Lodge Person 
of the Year, Dr. Mary Petrella (a.k.a. my mother). 
Many of you know my mother. She has 
been a member of KSKJ Life since 
birth. But many of you might not know 
much about her. She is an inspiration to 
many around her. She has a doctorate 
in nursing, works for the Hines VA clinic 
serving our veterans, works at the 
Walgreens Healthcare clinic, volunteers 
every other week at the Free Clinic of 
Joliet, serves on the Administration 
Committee of St. Joseph Church, is the 
Fraternal Activities Coordinator for our 
lodge, and has been a foster mother to 
three young children. There are many 
more things she does for the community, 
but the list could go on for days. The 
reason I chose to talk about her this 
month is because of everything she does 
in service to her community. Isn’t that what we strive 
to do in KSKJ Life—serve others? If ever there was 
someone who exemplifies what it means to be a 
member of KSKJ Life, it is her. Many people ask her 
why she does all of this, and she simply tells them 
“because I like to.” 

dinners are pre-pay. To pay and reserve your spot, 
contact Sue at (815) 727-4370 or Lynn at (815) 744-
7093 by June 22. Please note, we will be collecting 
canned goods and non-perishables for the St. 
John’s Food Pantry at this event. 

Please “like” our new Facebook page at www.tinyurl.
com/kskjlodge2 to see lodge event photos and get 
information on upcoming events.

Volunteer member Juline Schumacher and her 
children.

Lodge #2 President Gregg Vershay with Sunny Hill 
Nursing Home Administrator Karen Isberg Sobero.

Jodi Wartenberg

.LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 28
Matching Funds Event: We will be helping with the 
St. Joe’s Homecoming Fair Dinner from noon until 3 

There is also more to her story. More that involves 
how KSKJ Life has contributed to what she does 
and why she loves KSKJ Life. This is what she had 
to say about what KSKJ Life means to her: 

“If it wasn’t for KSKJ Life, I would not be. Every 
member of KSKJ Life can answer this question 
differently. KSKJ Life has influenced each and every 
one of us in many ways, but in my case, being a 
member of KSKJ Life has extra special meaning. If 
it wasn’t for KSKJ Life, I would not have been born. 

“My mother and father met at a KSKJ Life bowling 
tournament, this one was in Waukegan in 1950. 
Maybe KSKJ Life was an early matchmaking 
organization in the past? My mother, Frances Kolar, 
and her cousin, Eva Kolar, were single women 
from Sheboygan, WI who heard there would be 
a lot of single Slovenian and Croatian men at this 
bowling tournament. They decided to take a ride 
to Waukegan and check out the prospects. My 
mother met my father, Edward Lauric, at a local bar 
called Tips Joint where KSKJ Life bowlers went to 
unwind. Approximately one-and-a-half years later, 
they married. Eva, my mother’s cousin, also met her 
eventual husband at this same bowling tournament. 

I was born seven years later and have 
fond memories of attending many KSKJ 
Life events with my parents. I am also the 
grateful recipient of the first KSKJ Life 
Laushe Graduate School Scholarship. 
I married Bradley Petrella and we have 
two children, Philip and Laurica Petrella-
Zitko. Both of my children, as well as 
my husband and my son–in–law, Chris 
Zitko, are actively involved in KSKJ 
Life. My daughter was a KSKJ Life 
High School and College Scholarship 
recipient, attended the youth and 
national convention, and is currently the 
communications officer for St. Francis 
Lodge #29. My son-in-law just accepted 
the position of President of Joliet Lodges. 
My son has played in all the basketball 

tournaments since he could shoot a basketball, 
attended the bowling tournaments and bowls in the 
KSKJ Life Joliet League when not working. Finally, 
my first granddaughter, Antolina Zitko, is now a 
member of KSKJ Life and is now the sixth generation 
of our family to be a part of KSKJ Life, dating all the 

Mary Petrella and 
her granddaughter 

Antolina Zitko
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we may just start a new trend at our meetings.

On Good Friday, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 held our 
Matching Fund event, which was a fish fry that was 
held at St. Joseph Park Hall in Joliet, IL. Proceeds 
from the event went to benefit St. Joseph Church 
to help restore the outside buildings at St. Joseph 
Park Hall. Over $3,000 was raised for this cause 
and nearly 470 dinners were served.

A big “thank you” goes out to Lillian Cepon and her 
crew (Slovenian Catholic League) for manning the 
kitchen and preparing the food. Without you, this 
event would not have happened. I would also like 
to thank all the volunteers who worked the fish fry, 
especially all the youth members who showed up to 
lend a helping hand. Everyone did a fantastic job. 
Also, I wish to thank all of who came through with 
bakery items. There were so many to choose from. 
Lastly, I wish to thank all of you for coming out and 
showing your support.

Members of St. Genevieve Lodge #108 along with 
our Regional Director, Theresa Krampac, in line for 
our breakfast brunch that was held after our mass 
for living and deceased.

Members and non-members enjoying their meals.

Well, that’s it for now. Catch you all later.

Pauline Mihelich, Financial Secretary-Treasurer

way back to Peter Rogina (who helped start KSKJ 
Life). As you can see, if it wasn’t for KSKJ Life, 
my family and myself would not have been able to 
accomplish what we have accomplished. So, thank 
you KSKJ Life, for if it wasn’t for this organization, I 
would not be who I am today.”

So what does KSKJ Life mean to you? Let us know 
on our Facebook page. Stay tuned next month for our 
next member spotlight and make sure to check out 
our Facebook page for updated lodge information, 
Facebook.com/stfrancis29. You can email me 
with members you think should be showcased at 
lauricapetrella@stfrancis.edu. Until next time. 

Laurica Petrella-Zitko, Communications/Reporter

LODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE
Hello everyone. I hope all of you had a wonderful 
and blessed Easter. As for us, members of our lodge 
were as busy as ever these past two months. Below 
is a recap of what happened.

On March 8, a mass was held at St. Joseph Church 
to honor the living and deceased members of St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108. Following the mass, the 
members gathered together in Ferdinand Hall for 
our annual breakfast brunch. The breakfast menu 
consisted of scrambled eggs with cheddar cheese, 
southern fried potatoes, bacon, sausage, pancakes, 
coffee and juice. After everyone was done eating, an 
informative meeting was held to advise the members 
of upcoming events.

Congratulations to Larry Tomasic and David Hann. 
They were the winners of the door prizes that were 
donated by Regional Director Theresa Krampac 
who was in attendance for our event/meeting. 
Thank you Theresa for donating the door prizes. 
Congratulations to Beverly Hann as she was the 
winner of the attendance award for March. Also, 
congratulations to the 50/50 raffle winners, David 
and Beverly Hann.

Before we dispersed for the day, we ended the 
event by telling jokes. Even though not too many 
jokes were told, everyone had a good time. I think 

REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #44
S. CHICAGO, IL

UPDATE
It is hard to believe that spring is in full swing and 
summer is fast approaching! During May, the month 
of Mary, Lodge #44 was able to celebrate Our Lady 
of Brejze. On the 24th, after mass was celebrated, 
the lodge gathered for a continental breakfast in the 
basement of St. George. A few short days later, the 
lodge was back at St. George for its annual Join 
Hands project to help clean up the Church grounds. 

The June 6 and August 9 meetings will both be held 
after St. George’s 9 a.m. mass at Calumet Yacht 
Club (4025 102nd St., Chicago, IL 60617). Come 
out and help us plan events like our annual Bocce 
Tournament, which will be held in September. Keep 
watching for more upcoming events. 

Speaking of spring and swing, our annual baseball 
game is fast approaching. We will be attending the 
Cubs-Sox game at US Cellular Field on Sunday, 
August 16. Tickets are sold out. If you were lucky 
enough to reserve your tickets for this year, full 
payment is due by July 1 or tickets will be available 
for the wait list. Checks can be mailed to Jim Rossi 
Jr. at 954 Ivanhoe Lane, Dyer, IN 46311. 

Angela Rossi

LODGE #53
WAUKENGAN, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 14
Meeting: 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

JUL 12 
Meeting: 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

AUG 1 
Baseball Outing at Miller Park in Milwaukee to watch 
the Brewers vs. Cubs. Sponsored by St. Joseph 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE12

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Edmar Mici Bregant

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

SPECIAL EVENT
Come join the Minnesota Federation of KSKJ Life 
lodges at the Duluth Huskies baseball game, held 
at the newly remodeled Wade Stadium on Sunday, 
June 21 at 4 p.m.

Included is the following:

• Admission to the game as the Duluth Huskies 
host the Willmar Stingers. 

• All you can eat and drink (beer and pop) in 
the Group Kennel Klub Sports Deck. Food 
is served from one hour prior to the game 
(game begins at 5 p.m.) through the end of the 
seventh inning stretch (beverages are served 
through the eighth inning).

• Join your fellow KSKJ Life members in the true 
spirit of fraternalism.

Cost:

• Adult KSKJ Life Members: $10

• Youth KSKJ Life Members (16 and under): 
Free

• Non-Members: $27

RSVP to Sharon Bucar at 626-1928 by Sunday, 
June 14 (no exceptions).

FROM THE BOWLING TOURNAMENT

Minnesotans enjoy the KSKJ Life National Bowling 
Tournament, which was held in Milwaukee, WI. 
Pictured with the Minnesotans are Ashley Mikulan 
and Tony Mravle Jr.

on the last day of the tournament. Many thanks to 
Jan Gehm for chairing this event, and to the many 
bakers (too many to mention) who produced many 
special treats. Jan’s helpers included her husband, 
Tom, and Aggie Lobacz. The bake sale was a big 
success due to the many customers who enjoyed the 
sweets on their way home (some even consumed 
them at the alleys).

It was good to see several National Officers in 
addition to hard working Andrea Ostrowski. They 
included MaryLou Stefaniak, Pat Slapnik, Joe 
Hochevar, Greg Snyder, Sharon Bucar, Ashley 
Mikulin, Theresa Krampac and Tony Mravle Jr. from 
the Home Office.

This photo is from the Sunday Matching Funds bake 
sale. From left to right: Aggie Lobacz, Jan & Tom 
Gehm, and Mici Bregant.

A reminder that our meetings are held each first 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in St. John’s 
Rectory meeting room. Please join us.

It’s the season of first holy communions and 
graduations. May 3 was a special day for Callie 
Morzy, as she received her first holy communion.  
We ask God to always keep her in His loving care. 

I would like to acknowledge all of our graduates and 
youngsters who received their first holy communions 
or were confirmed, but I can’t do that unless you give 
me a call or email me. Please call me at (414) 543-
6695 or email edmar915@aol.com. Graduates, let 
me know the school and your degree. I’m sure all of 
our members are interested in the accomplishments 
of our young members.

Enjoy the summer and be safe. Greetings to all of 
sick and shut ins. Nasvidenje.

#53. For details and to RSVP, call Sue Dolence at 
(847) 662-0908. 

AUG 9 
Meeting: 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

UPDATE
Summer is here and St. Joseph Lodge #53 is 
planning a baseball outing to Miller Park on August 
1! It will be the Chicago Cubs vs. the Milwaukee 
Brewers for a night game in the dome. Fifty spots 
are available for the trip, which includes a game 
ticket, coach bus and tailgating. Call Sue Dolence 
for details and to reserve your seat! Sue can be 
reached at (847) 662-0908. 

Thanks to a few of our members who volunteered 
alongside with our sister lodge St. Mary’s at Bernies 
Book Bank at the beginning of May. We are looking 
to set up a future volunteer date for the fall. You 
are invited to participate in this worthy cause that 
gets new and gently used books out to toddlers 
and school-age kids in our area. Maybe you have a 
cause dear to your heart? Come to our meetings and 
see how we can help. We meet the second Sunday 
of each month (with the exception of February and 
September) at 9:15 a.m.

Vicki Drinka, Secretary

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

UPDATE
Another big event is over. The National Bowling 
Tournament, held in Milwaukee, was a success. 
Many thanks to Andrea Ostrowski and Jim Stoltmann 
for handling all the details. Many hours were spent 
making sure all details were worked out. The Friday 
night social, the dance on Saturday, and scheduling/
purchasing supplies were only a bit of the jobs they 
did. Thanks again.

In conjunction with the tournament, our lodge’s 
Matching Funds event was held. The West Allis 
Special Olympics will benefit from a bake sale held 
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Slovenes) benefited St. James Catholic School.

 

“Yum, Yum, Pancakes.” Pictured eating their 
pancakes are Maija, Leslie, little Brian, and Anja 
Bucar, all members of Lodge #171.

 

The Singing Slovenes bring their musical liturgy of 
the Polka Mass to St. James Catholic Church.

LODGE #197
ST. CLOUD, MN

SPECIAL EVENT
JUL 18
90th Anniversary Celebration - Please join us for 
a 90th Anniversary celebration at the St. Stephen 
church, beginning at 5 p.m. The Singing Slovenes 
will entertain at the Rusty Nail after the mass. Please 
contact Marge Pryately at (320) 259-0178 with any 
questions.

Five generations of KSKJ Life members, featuring 
John Postudensek, Sr. with son John Postudensek, 
Jr., granddaughter Kelly Postudensek; great-
grandson Nate Hedley and great-great-grandson 
Dylan Hedley. The occasion was Nate’s marriage to 
Sarah Andrews in Virginia, MN.

LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

LODGE UPDATE
St. Elizabeth Lodge #171 held its monthly meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. on May 11. Prayers were offered for a 
return to health for lodge member John Stojevich.

Readings of the April meeting minutes and 
treasurer’s report were given and approved by 
Recording Secretary Joe Jagunich and Secretary/
Treasurer Sharon Bucar.

Lodge #171 held its Matching Funds event on May 
17. It was a Fundraiser Polka Mass benefiting St. 
James Catholic School with musical ministry by The 
Singing Slovenes.

KSKJ Life members pose for a picture at St. James 
Catholic Church for St. Elizabeth’s Matching Funds 
project. A pancake breakfast and a Polka Mass 
with the musical liturgy (provided by the Singing 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

LODGE #59
EVELETH, MN

UPDATE
In March, Lodge #59 of Eveleth held a cooling ties 
project in Resurrection Church Hall where they 
finished 1,144 cooling ties for the military. Doug 
and Linda Barchus came up with the supplies, and 
about 25 people of all ages came out to work on 
this important project. Besides the lodge members 
and parishioners, there were Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Daughters and Boy and Girl Scouts 
participating. Lodge #59 provided a light lunch for 
the group. If anyone has a family member or friend 
that will be deployed overseas, we have five boxes 
of cooling ties ready to send out. We just need the 
addresses. 

Brenda Stanaway and Barb Mavec sewing the 
cooling ties.

Jen Menart and Julie Miller show how the ties are 
worn to cool the body core.
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OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
We want to help you share the news! Please 
remember to send in all of your lodge news, notes, 
pictures and events to voice@kskjlife.com by the 
second Friday of each month.

FIND US ON SOCIAL 
Join the conversation with other members on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by using the 
hashtag #kskjlife.

LODGE #104
PUEBLO, CO

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to Lodge #104 Financial Secretary 
Norma Becco. Norma was recently recognized by the 
American Federation of State, County & Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) as the Senior Citizen of the 
Year for her volunteerism, activism and contributions 
in the Pueblo community. Congrats, Norma. You  
make the entire KSKJ Life family proud!

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUL 18
St. Francis will host a BBQ on Saturday, July 18 at 2 
p.m. at the Slovenian Hall. This year, we’ve planned 
a traditional Slovenian picnic with čevapčiči and spit 
roasted pork with sides, apple strudel for dessert, 
and drinks. This will be our annual Matching Funds 
event, which will donate a portion of the profits to 
benefit the Church of the Nativity of Our Lord in San 
Francisco. Tickets for adults are $25, young adults 
(14-18) are $15, and children 13 and under are free.

Please send your reservations to Jozi Plut at 7 
Cranfield Ave., San Carlos, CA 94070 or email 
jozip@sbcglobal.net.

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #7
PUEBLO, CO

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUN 7
St. Joseph Lodge #7 will host the annual St. Joe’s 
Golf Tournament at the Hollydot Golf Course. The 
scramble format will begin with a shotgun start at 8 
a.m. Lunch and awards will follow. Contact Danny 
Golob and Bill Kocman at (719) 545-2478.

UPDATE
The annual fundraiser for lodge upkeep and 
insurance was successful once again as a capacity 
crowd enjoyed the Colletti Steak dinner and the 
option to win 19 of the $60 awards of the reverse 
raffle amount. The last five sharing the winner spot 
were Ryan and Natalie Falconer, Bernadette, Mary 
Jane and brother, Ellen Mahoney, Alan Ward, and 
Alice Quirico.

Keep your member seats filled at our events and at 
the lodge meetings held the third Monday of each 
month. Thanks to all who volunteered at Join Hands 
Day as we cleaned up the cemetery at Roselawn’s 
Slovenian section on May 2.

The new 2015 officers for Lodge #7 posed for the 
first event of their term on Palm Sunday while the 
events of the year unfolded.

Angela Perez, Asst. Correspondent

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE

INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE
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