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As summer comes to a 
close, it’s time for many 
KSKJ Life members 
and their families to 
look to the upcoming 
school year. As you may 
have heard, this year 
we’re very excited to 
introduce our College & 
High School Educational 
Grant Program. 

Since the 1950s, KSKJ Life has promoted education 
through the KSKJ Life Scholarship Program. 
Originally, the program was founded as a competitive 
process to support members as they pursued 
education. While that program provided educational 
assistance to many KSKJ Life members, it wasn’t 
able to support all KSKJ Life members.

In an effort to continue the advancement of the 
program, we will replace the traditional Scholarship 
Program, which was only available to a select few 
members, with the enhanced KSKJ Life Educational 
Grant Program, open to all members who meet the 
requirements. While the streamlined high school 
program remains competitive, the college program 
is now a member benefit.

The program will officially launch when application 

submissions open on September 1. Applications 
will be available on the KSKJ Life website and 
all submissions can be made electronically right 
on kskjlife.com. The deadline for applications is 
September 31, but the application requires a couple 
short essays and other documents, so be sure to 
start the process as soon as possible.

PAST SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
As of September 1, 2015, the current scholarship 
fund will be phased out as we launch the redesigned 
program as an Educational Grant. As a previous 
scholarship recipient, you are required to perform a 
minimum of five hours of community and/or KSKJ 
Life services in order to receive the remainder of 
your scholarship allotment (eligible only if recipient 
meets requirements of individual scholarship). Once 
documentation has been received and approved, 
the remainder of your allotment will be mailed to you 
in two equal installments – the first in Fall 2015 and 
the final payment in Spring 2016.

Remember, all applications are due before 
October 1. We’re looking forward to launching 
this new benefit this year. For questions or more 
information, visit kskjlife.com/grants or call the 
Home Office.

APRIL SLEYKO 
Fraternal Coordinator

A MESSAGE FROM THE HOME OFFICE:

EDUCATIONAL GRANT APPLICATIONS COMING NEXT MONTH
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The second annual KSKJ Life National Golf 
Tournament, hosted by St. Joseph #53 and St. Mary 
#79, was held on June 27, in Waukegan, IL. Under 
ideal weather conditions, members and friends 
gathered at the scenic Bonnie Brook Golf Course 
for an afternoon filled with food, fellowship and golf. 

The tournament consisted of 88 golfers from 
Waukegan, Joliet, Milwaukee and those affiliated 
with the “Sponsor a Hole” program. The program 
allowed the opportunity to sponsor a hole for $50 
as a donation to the KSKJ Life Scholarship Fund. 
In all, 22 businesses, lodges, families and individual 
members donated to the scholarship fund, and 
signs were placed throughout the golf course in their 
honor. Together we raised more than $1,100.

After the tournament’s last putt, participants and 
attendees returned to the club house for a dinner, 
golf prizes and a raffle, which also benefited the 
fund. Prizes included gift cards, free rounds of golf, 
designer handbags, a Fitbit fitness tracker, a golf 
travel case, and more.

To take advantage of 
the new KSKJ Life 
Charitable Giving 
Award, golfers were 
asked to bring granola 
bars to the course with 
them. In total, almost 
40 pounds of granola 
bars were collected 
and donated to the 
Holy Family Food 
Pantry in Waukegan, 

along with a check for $100 from KSKJ Life.

Thank you to all who contributed to our golf 
tournament. We want to give a special thanks to 
KSKJ Life’s Chairman of the Board, Rudy Krasovec 
for playing in the tournament, and showing his 
support for this wonderful event. 

We also want to recognize new Regional Director Pat 
Slapnick, Finance Board Member Julie Schneller, 
and home office executives Tony Mravle and Tony 
Mravle Jr. 

Thank you to our KSKJ Life Home Office staff 
members Pam Cherry, Lisa Jelinek, Lynn Schmitt, 
and April Sleyko, who dedicated their time to help 
with the tournament. Additionally, we’d like to thank 
our local Waukegan lodge volunteers who helped 
make this tournament a success.

Interested in participating in the tournament next 
year? Start planning your trip to Waukegan for June 
26, 2016! Won’t you join us?

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 

Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to slovedit@att.net:
Mara Cerar Hull 
1440 Bunts Rd.  
Lakewood, OH 44107

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.

KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT RECAP

Pictured (from Left to Right) is Julie Schneller, Tony 
Mravle Jr., Kathy Lovati, April Sleyko, Lynn Schmitt, 
MaryLou Stefanick, Lisa Jelinek, Pam Cherry, Rudy 
Krasovec and Tony Mravle Sr.

National Athletics Director MaryLou Stefanick 
presents proceeds to Tony Mravle Sr. Pictured 
with them are Kathy Lovati and April Sleyko.

Mike Gaydos of Lodge #29 gets ready to drive 
(and we thought Mike was only a bowler).



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 3

#29 made it his mission to replace the missing 
emblem on his grandparents’ headstone. With the 
help of Sue Regis (also of Lodge #29), he was able 
to recreate the glass art using a photograph of his 
grandparents on their wedding day. Josephine and 
Aloysius were members of St. Joseph Lodge #2 and 
had five children: Aloysius (Louie) Pucel, Jr., John 
Pucel, Frank Pucel, Josephine (Pucel) Malnar, Julia 
(Pucel) Fordonski. Their strong faith, love of family 
and KSKJ Life roots will live on for generations to 
come. 

PUCEL FAMILY HONORS ANCESTORS’ 
110TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
On July 19, 2015, the Pucel Family gathered at St. 
Joseph Cemetery in Joliet, IL to honor Josephine 
and Aloysius Pucel’s 110th wedding anniversary. 
They were married on June 28, 1905.

Several monuments at St. Joe’s Cemetery have 
been vandalized over the years, including glass 
emblems that were affixed on individual headstones. 
Many of the monuments have been replaced or 
repaired, but in the case of Josephine and Aloysius 
Pucel, the glass-encased photo was damaged 
beyond repair. Grandson Gene Fordonski of Lodge 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: THE PUCEL FAMILY & MICHAEL COOMBS 

KSKJ LIFE MEMBER’S GRANDSON GRAD-
UATES FROM OXFORD UNIVERSITY
Michael Coombs, grandson of Albert Kauslick, 
graduated from Oxford University in England on 
June 6, 2015. Michael resides in London with his 
parents Byron and Caroline Kauslick Coombs. 
Michael and Albert are members of Lodge #110 in 
Barberton, OH. Congratulations to Michael!
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“It’s too expensive!” is the common refrain when 
Americans are asked why they don’t get the life 
insurance protection they need. But—and it’s a big 
but—80% overestimate how much it costs.

For the fifth year, Life Happens partnered with 
LIMRA to produce the Insurance Barometer Study, 
which looks at consumer trends and consumers’ 
perceptions regarding life insurance, retirement 
and their financial well-being.

“We’ve consistently seen over the last five years 
that consumers think life insurance is more 
expensive than it really is,” says Marvin Feldman, 
CLU, ChFC, RFC, president and CEO of Life 
Happens. “We need to help educate the public 
about how affordable life insurance can be.”

A 2015 Insurance Barometer Study from Life 
Happens produced the following information:

3 out of 4 people say they have a good 
understanding of life insurance.

When asked how much the yearly cost could be for 
a 20-year $250,000 level term life insurance policy 
for a healthy 30-year-old:

• 80% overestimated the cost

• They guessed $400 per year

• Those under 25, who tend to pay the least for 
coverage, said $600 per year

• 1 out of 4 thought it could be over $1,000 per 
year” 

BUT, WHAT’S THE REAL COST?
The true cost of that $250,000 policy is actually 
about $160 per year. That’s a little over $13 per 
month or 40 cents per day.

Let’s take a look at how that $13 per month 
policy compares to some of the common monthly 
expenditures.

$13/month
Life Insurance Policy

$61/month
Cell Phone Bill

$64/month 
Cable TV Subscription

$80/month
Coffee on the Way to Work

$140/month 
Take Out for Lunch

Trimming just a few dollars from any of these would 
make getting (and affording) life insurance a no-
brainer. 

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL: 800-843-5755 
EMAIL: SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT: KSKJLIFE.COM

MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Educational Grant Fund has been made on 
behalf of each.

JULY 2015
Mary Bassett - #53, Belleair, FL

Albina Bednar - #25, N. Ridgeville, OH

Valentine Capuder - #300, Albertson, NY

Frances Gazvoda - #25, Cleveland, OH

Josephine Granros - #59, Bloomer, WI 

Matilda Hocevar - #79, Sunrise, FL

Joseph Javernick - #7, Canon City, CO

Gloria Llewellyn - #108, Crest Hill, IL

Kyoko Narahasi - #300, Chicago, IL

Mary Popovich - #7, Denver, CO

Daniel Seliskar - #136, Neillsville, WI

Emily Senica - #53, Waukegan, IL

Charles Switzenberg - #619, Lancaster, PA

Q. Robert Tezak - #2, Mesa, AZ

Virgina Volovsek - #136, Greenwood, WI

Michael Waliczek - #115, Kansas City, KS

Paul Yanchar - #219, Euclid, OH

 

IN MEMORY OF

THE TRUE COST OF LIFE INSURANCE

Mary Miller - Mesa, AZ  
Knights of St. Florian #44 
Lodge #44, $10

John Jurkash - Munster, IN 
Knights of St. Florian #44 
Lodge #44, $10

John Darcy - Brookfield, IL 
Knights of St. Florian #44 
Lodge #44, $10

Vid Bucar – Duluth, MN 
Lodge #171
Tony & Connie Menart, $10

Frank Hoese - Crete, IL 
Knights of St. Florian #44 
Lodge #44, $10

Mary Fincutter - Wadsworth, IL 
St. Joseph #53 
Bob & Francine Grampovnik, $20

Margaret Gasperich - Joliet, IL 
St. Genevieve #108
Scott, Stacey & Jacob Norton, $20

Frances Jerina - Waukegan, IL 
St. Mary #79 
Anne & Tony Lesnak, $40

John Kutzler - Waukegan, IL 
St. Joseph #53 
Lodge #53, $25

Eva Zupec - Winthrop Harbor, IL
St. Joseph #53 
Lodge #53, $25

Article provided by Life Happens
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CHARITABLE GIVING UPDATE - LODGES #25 & #226
MATCHING FUNDS - ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON HELPING HANDS MINISTRY
In the picture of the presentation of the matching 
funds check below are (from the left): Joe Hocevar 
- President of St. Vitus Lodge #25, John Turek 
- Financial Secretary, Fred - Deacon, Joseph 
Bourgeois - S.S.S., Ray Zak - President of Christ 
the King Lodge #226, Ron Zak - Fraternal Activities 
Coordinator, and Tony.

St. Paschal Baylon Helping Hands Ministry does a 
lot of volunteer work in the metropolitan Cleveland 
area. The purpose of the group is to reach out to 
those in need. This group comes out once a month 
with a hot meal program to help the poor in the St. 
Vitus Parish area. They also go out to feed and give 
clothing to the homeless. Some of the homeless live 
in tents under bridges. This is just some of the work 
that the volunteers do.

The picture below features the volunteers who 
prepared and served the food from St. Paschal 
Baylon Parish on Saturday, June 20.

MATCHING FUNDS - ST. EDWARD HIGH 
SCHOOL ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
YOUTH
This is another volunteer group that goes out to help 
people in need. A few activities they do at St. Vitus 
Parish include helping at our monthly Food Bank 
during the school year and assisting at the various 
dinners that are held at St. Vitus. They also do other 
charitable work in the metropolitan Cleveland area.

In the picture above feature (from the left): Joe 
Hocevar - President of St. Vitus Lodge #25, Richard 
Kubrak - Moderator of the St. Vincent De Paul 
Society Youth, John Turek - Financial Secretary of 
Lodge #25 and Stan Kuhar - member of Christ the 
King Lodge #226.

JOIN HANDS DAY
St. Vitus Lodge #25 participated in the Join Hands 
Day program on May 22 and 23. We went out to 
both Calvary Cemetery and All Souls Cemetery to 
decorate graves of veterans with American flags 
and also placed a flower on graves of St. Vitus CWV 
Post #1655 members. The following members of 
Lodge #25 participated: Joe Hocevar, John Kirk, Tom 
Kirk, Dick Mott, Steve Piorkowski, Jr., Marty Tominc, 
John Turek, Jim Debevec and Edmund Turk. Other 
KSKJ Life members who participated were Fr. Bill 
Jerse from Lodge #169, and Clara Abriani and Ray 
Yartz from Lodge #226. Tom Kirk also went to All 
Saints, Holy Cross and Western Reserve National 
Cemeteries on May 21.

The picture below was taken at Calvary Cemetery. 
Included (from the left): Steve Piorkowski, Jr., John 
Kirk, Marty Tominc, John Turek and Joe Hocevar.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Javor, and Tony and Elaine Peskar who helped run 
the check-in table, the 50/50 raffle, the Chinese 
raffle and donation collection for St. Malichi. 

McKenna Klodnick ran the kid’s games, providing 
creative games for young picnic-goers. Thank you 
to McKenna for entertaining the future members of 
KSKJ Life.

Thanks to Phil Hrvatin, Joe Hocevar and Greg 
Snyder for donating the funds to have an 18-foot 
inflatable slide at the picnic. It was a huge hit among 
the KSKJ Life youth, and also among a few of the 
older picnic participants. Weather permitting, we 
would love to continue this slide tradition next year.

Nicki Bunjavec was the official picnic photographer, 
and we would like to thank Nicki for all of the beautiful 
pictures.

One of the hardest (and most demanding) jobs at 
the picnic is kitchen duty. Thanks to Lodge #63 
members Jeannie Marincic, Katie Kawczynski and 
many others for all their hard work.

The KSKJ Life grill team, comprised of Joe Snyder, 
Bill Urban and Jim Marincic, did a superb job keeping 
up with the demand. Thanks, guys! 

Ron and Randy Zak manned the bar making sure 
everyone was properly hydrated. The bar is always 
the last place to close, so they put in a lot of hard 
work and a long day. Thanks for the effort.

Thanks to Chris and Theresa Kocin for their help 
during the picnic clean up. 

Bossie’s Best Ice Cream was a event highlight. 
Picnic-goers had their choice of ice cream cones, 
sundaes and slushies. A big thank you to Bossie’s 
for keeping the picnic cool.

Thanks to MaryLou Stefanick for driving from 
Waukegan just for the picnic. MaryLou brought 
wonderful door prizes and ran a special raffle 
benefiting St. Malich.

Lastly, thank you to all who donated to St. Malichi. 
The parish does an incredible job helping out those 
who are less fortunate, and they appreciate your 
generosity.

Again, thank you to all who made the Cleveland 
Four Lodge Picnic a success. Next year’s picnic will 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C. 

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

REGIONAL UPDATE 
Rev. James Brooks, 39, a Parochial Vicar at St. 
Margaret of York Parish in Cincinnati, was recently 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Parishioners and 
friends of Fr. Brooks are praying for intercession of 
Venerable Frederic Baraga for a cure and recovery 
from the pancreatic cancer he is suffering. (Note: 
Bp. Baraga ‘s first ministry was in the Archdiocese 
of Ohio in the 1830, where the archdiocese was 
comprised of the entire state of Ohio).

All readers, friends and parishes associated with 
KSKJ Life, as well as the parishes of St. Mary 
The Assumption (Collinwood) and St. Vitus, are 
requested to pray for the intercession by Venerable 
F. Baraga with the same prayer:

“O God we thank you for the life and holiness of your 
Venerable Servant Frederic Baraga, and we pray 
that You will honor him by the title of saint. In his life 
he dedicated himself to the missionary effort of our 
Church and spread the Gospel, making you known, 
loved, and served by peoples to whom he ministered. 
As a man of holiness he brought your peace and 
love to all whom he encountered. Lord, grant us the 
graces and favor of a cure for the cancer suffered by 
Fr. James, his good health and well-being through 
the intercession of your Venerable Servant Frederic, 
we pray. In your Son’s Holy Name - Amen.”

FOUR LODGE PICNIC UPDATE
The 2015 Cleveland Four Lodge Picnic was 
a wonderful success. We appreciate all who 
participated and helped make the event possible. 
We would like to recognize a few individuals for their 
outstanding service.

Thank you to Lodge #226 members Jim and Reba 
Sinarski, Bill Urban and Ron Zak who were on set-
up and clean-up duty for the picnic. Your service is 
greatly appreciated. 

A special thank you to Caryn Corsi, Andea and Vick 

NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
HOLE SPONSORS

A special “thank you” goes out to all who 
sponsored a hole at the National Golf 
Tournament.We greatly appreciate your 
support!

- James Jerina

- MaryLou Stefanick

- St. Joseph #53

- Knights of St. Florian #44

- St. Veronica #115

- Julie Schneller

- Lake County Movers

- St. Annes #170

- Bradley Funeral Home

- Patricia Slapnick

- Govekar Family

- Joliet KSKJ Lodges 

- St. John the Evangelist #65

- Christ the King Athletic Club

- Danny Golob

- Rudy Krasovec

- Frank & Sharon Bucar

- St. Mary #79

- IL Federation of KSKJ Lodges

- Douglas Wagner

- Evoy, Kamschulte, Jacobs & Co LLP

- Ashley Mikulan 
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Klaus loved Cleveland, Slovenia, instant coffee and 
polka. But most importantly, she loved her ever-
expanding family. She served as a Nana to her five 
grandchildren, all of whom she spoiled with her 
famous spaghetti and apple strudel. 

Klaus was also loved by her 12 great-grandchildren 
and six great-great-grandchildren. They will always 
remember their Grandma Fran for her famous 
soothing chamomile tea with honey, lemon and 
ricolas, and her kitchen, which was filled with love, 
family and potica.

No guest of Klaus ever left with an empty stomach. 
Klaus was famous for her hearty home cooking and 
love of food. She was also known as the world’s 
worst pickpocketer, sneaking money or toffee into 
her grandchildren’s pockets without much secrecy. 

Klaus will be missed by her family and the loved 
ones who she kept in touch with around the world.

A mass will be held at St. Mary’s Collinwood in 
Cleveland, OH, on August 18 in her honor. Please 
help us welcome her to heaven, as she joins her 
beloved Joey, brothers, parents and grandparents 
in their final resting place together.

Tisa Zupan 

 
LODGE #219

EUCLID, OH

LODGE UPDATE
There will be no August membership meeting for 
Lodge #219. The next meeting will be held Sunday, 
September 13 at 1 p.m. in Gateway Manor, 4 
Gateway, Euclid, OH.

Lodge #219 ended the first half of the year with the 
Join Hands Project. Lodge members visited and 
attended mass with more than 100 residents from 
the Slovenian Home for the Aged. After the mass, 
we hosted a pizza party for the volunteers at the 
home, where 23 home members joined our lodge 
members for the party. 

During the June meeting, members voted to make a 
$125 donation to the Elin Cooke Playground at St. 
Roberts and Williams Catholic Church Elementary 
School in her memory. The Mrs. Cooke Project 
was designed to build a playground at the school, 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
where she volunteered and worked many hours. A 
memorial mass will be held each year in honor of the 
deceased members.

St. Robert and William’s Catholic Church was the 
site for our communion mass followed by a luncheon 
at Applebee’s for 21 members and four guests.

Come to our September meeting to help us make 
plans honoring our 50-year members. Lodge #219 
will also begin planning our Christmas party, where 
refreshments will be served and door prizes will be 
given away.

Elizabeth Kusar, Financial/Secretary

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

 
UPCOMING EVENTS
AUG 14
We will host our Quaker Steak and Lube meeting on 
Friday, August 14. Please meet in the bar at 6 p.m.

LODGE UPDATE 
Attention students: Educational grant information 
is available on the KSKJ Life website for students 
attending private high schools and planning to 
attend college. Be sure to follow all instructions to 
submit the application. 

On Friday, June 26, our lodge sponsored a putt-
putt and ice cream night at Sweeties on Brookpark 
Road. The event was a success, as we had three 
groups of putt-putters and a few hole-in-ones. 

be hosted on Sunday, July 10, 2016, so make sure 
to mark your calendars. In the spring of 2016, we will 
host a fundraiser to support the picnic. More details 
will be posted in upcoming issues of The Voice.

Chuck Potenga

LODGE #169
CLEVELAND, OH

 
LODGE UPDATE
Congratulations to the following students who 
were selected as recipients of the Lodge #169 St. 
Joseph’s Scholarship Program:

• Alexander Clack

• Andreja Marsic

• Austin Klasa

• Felicity Sedmak

• Machala Comenschek

• Matthew Knez

• Mia Krevh

• Nicholas Marsic

• Rachel Krevh

• Rachel Rus

• Rebecca Clack

• Rene Knez

• Russell Louis Lamovec

• Tina Rozman

MEMORIAL - FRANCESCA KLAUS
Francesca Klaus (nee Poropat) passed away June 
1, 2015 surrounded by her family. She was 91.

Klaus was born on November 4, 1923 in Slovenia, 
and was a member of SUA, KSKJ Life and SMPJ. 
Klaus had three successful careers as a travel agent, 
real estate agent and as an air traffic controller for 
Trans World Airlines. 

Klaus once turned down a date with Howard Hughes 
because, “Something wasn’t right about him.” She 
did find her “Mr. Right” in Joseph Klaus, and together 
they had two daughters: Bonney Zupan and Norma 
Wible. 
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
The picture shows Andrew Kmet picking the ball out 
after getting a hole-in-one.

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
AUG 8
Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr. Members 
of the St. Lawrence community will gather to honor 
its patron saint during the 5 p.m. mass on August 8 
at Saint Mary’s Church. 

Saint Lawrence was a Slovenian parish located in 
the Newburgh area of Cleveland. After the church 
was closed in 2010 by the parish’s bishop, many of 
its parishioners have found a new home at St. Mary’s 
Collinwood. The mass will begin with a procession 
displaying the relic of St. Lawrence, and members of 
the St. Lawrence choir will sing during the mass. All 
are warmly welcomed and encouraged to attend the 
mass and join in prayer. 

After mass, we will host a catered dinner in the 
Saint Mary’s Hall atrium area, located next to the 
Slovenian Room. Sophie’s Catering will prepare the 
food, and the cost of the dinner is $20 per person. 

ST. LAWRENCE FEAST DAY DINNER MENU
Liver dumpling soup, breaded boneless chicken, 
roasted chicken breast, boneless pork loin with 
gravy, bean and carrot blend, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, tossed salad and rolls with butter, apple 
strudel, coffee and assorted soda. 

Please make checks payable to:
Tony Peskar 
8312 Oxford Drive
Strongsville, OH 44149
(440) 915-8312 

Please RSVP to the event before July 31, as we 
want ensure we’ve allotted enough space and food 
to accommodate everyone. 

If you have any Saint Lawrence pictures or 
memorabilia and would like to display them at the 
event, please let us know. 

Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments, 

as we would love to have a musical jam session. 
Get those voices in singing condition! Mark your 
calendars for this special event on August 8!

DIRECTIONS TO SAINT MARY’S
• Take I90 to East 152nd Street exit.

• Proceed south over the bridge then turn left on 
Holmes Ave. 

• Saint Mary of the Assumption (15519 Holmes 
Ave., Cleveland, OH 44110 

Details: (216) 761-7740 or StMarysCollinwood.com 

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday at 5 p.m. & Sunday at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. 
(Slovenian) & noon. Our pastor is Rev. John M. 
Kumse.

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME EVENT - 
FREE TICKETS
In an effort to promote business and support for the 
Slovenian National Home E. 80th (NASH), Lodge 
#150 will donate two tickets to each bi-monthly NASH 
50/50 raffle. One ticket admits one person, and the 
raffle occurs the first Wednesday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December. These tickets 
will be made available every other month. 

Our intention is to provide the tickets to a Lodge 
#150 member who has never attended a NASH 
50/50 raffle. Each time the notice is posted in The 
Voice, the first person to contact Tony Peskar will 
have the tickets set aside for pick up at the door 
during the next raffle. Once a member wins the 
tickets, that member will no longer be eligible for this 
free ticket distribution. Tony can reached at either of 
the following: tonypeskar@juno.com or (440) 915-
8312.

50/50 RAFFLE - AUGUST 5
Each ticket admits one person and the chance 
to win $875 in total prize money. The raffle ticket 
also includes a dinner meal (sandwich, dessert 
and soda pop). A local polka band will provide the 
entertainment for the evening. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
event begins at 7 p.m.

The Slovenian National Home E. 80th is located at 
3563 East 80th Street Cleveland, OH 44105.

HELPING HANDS
Lodge members are encouraged to join us the 

second Saturday of each month for the distribution 
of free, fresh produce at Saint Mary’s Church on 
Holmes Ave. The event begins promptly at 8 a.m. 

The two upcoming distribution dates are August 8 
and September 12. Enjoy the fleeting summer days! 

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Lodge Voice Reporters

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA

RLODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEP 13
Our next meeting is September 13. Details will be 
posted on our Facebook page or contact President 
Gregg Vershay at (815) 723-1497 for more info.

OCT 8
The October 8 meeting will be held at Giovan’s in 
Crest Hill at 5:50 p.m. The cost for adults (12 years 
and older) is $5. Children (3 -11 years old) are $3, 
and children under three are free.

If you would like to receive emails about 
upcoming events, please reach out to Lynn Miller 
at lynnderella3@yahoo.com. You can also find 
information about current and past events on our 
Facebook page.

LODGE UPDATE 
St. Joseph Lodge #2 hosted its annual Steak Fry 
on June 25. The event was held at St. Joe’s Park 
in Joliet where members, children and many other 
guests enjoyed a delicious picnic feast.
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RLODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

UPDATE
Lodge #143 hosted an event at the Joliet Splash 
Station on July 26 for all KSKJ Life members and 
their guests. Even though the weather didn’t start 
off so great, it ended up being a beautiful evening. 
Everyone had a great time. We collected school 
supplies for the Joliet Morning Star Mission in lieu 
of admission, which was a success! I would like to 
thank everyone who attended and assisted with the 
event. See you all next year!

Stephanie Schmitt (Lodge #143) and guests getting 
ready to enjoy the evening.

At the Steak Fry, President Gregg Vershay presented 
a $5,377.12 check to the Will County Sunny Hill 
Nursing Home. The money, which was raised from 
the lodge’s Mexican Dinner Matching Funds event, 
will help establish a Music and Memory Program. 
Administrator Karen Isberg Sobero and Activities 
Director Danette Kreiger accepted the check on 
behalf of the nursing home.

For more information on the Music and Memory 
Program, visit www.musicandmemory.org.

For more information on Will County’s Sunny Hill 
Nursing Home visit www.willcountyillinois.com or 
search for them on Facebook. 

Additionally at the Steak Fry, John and Sylvia 
Churnovic were presented with a certificate of 
appreciation for outstanding leadership and 
volunteerism during the Matching Funds event. 
Members brought non-perishable items to the 
event, which were brought to St. John the Baptist 
Food Pantry in Joliet.

Eli and Lucia Anastopoulos (Lodge #29) having fun 
with the spraying water!

Taleasha Davis and her goddaughter.

Lynn Schmitt, Financial Secretary

REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #1
S. CHICAGO, IL

LODGE UPDATE 
At our May meeting, we discussed the Matching 
Funds event which will be held at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center in Lemont on September 13. Letters 
and raffle tickets will be mailed in August.

Thank you to Regional Director Theresa Krampac 
who attended the meeting and brought two door 
prizes.

Our next lodge meeting will be held on September 
13 at 11 a.m. before the fundraiser dinner begins. 
Please try to attend. Enjoy your summer!

Joanne Sierzega, Lodge Reporter, Lodge #1

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

 
UPCOMING EVENTS
AUG 1 – INDY INDIANS GAME
Indians game starts at 7 p.m. Tickets for KSKJ 
Life members are $5, non-members are $13. 
Contact Jennifer Velikan at jvelikan@gmail.com or  
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Please check our website often www.stals52.com 
for photos and dates of events. You can view our 
calendar page all year long to learn of upcoming 
KSKJ Life and NASH events. Also, like our Facebook 
page: KSKJ St. Aloysius #52. 

Nasvidenje! 

Jennifer Velikan, Lodge Reporter

CopyREGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN 

LODGE #53
WAUKEGAN, IL

UPDATE
MaryLou Stefanick -Secretary of St. Mary #79 and 
Vicki Drinka - Secretary of St. Joseph #53, delivered 
nearly 40 pounds of granola bars collected at the 
National Golf Tournament. Receiving the bars is 
Holy Family Food Pantry volunteer and St. Joseph 
#53 lodge member Bob Zorc. 

The summer youth program at Holy Family Food 
Pantry in Waukegan will make good use of the 
granola bars collected for them at the recent KSKJ 
Life National Golf Tournament.

(317) 636-0512 by July 20 to reserve your tickets.

SEP 20 – TASTE OF SLOVENIA DINNER 
Join us at the Slovenian National Home for an 
authentic Slovenian meal. This is our Matching 
Funds event benefiting a local charity. Please 
contact Jennifer Velikan at (317) 636-0512 or 
jvelikan@gmail.com with questions.

LODGE UPDATE
We hope all our members are having a relaxing 
summer so far! Our Slovenian National Home 
hosted another successful festival. This year’s 
event was held at the Lions Club Park in Clermont, 
which offered more parking and better facilities. The 
exciting weekend began with a Polka Jam at the 
NASH Friday night, and all who attended had an 
enjoyable time.

Thank you to the NASH volunteers for another 
excellent year. For photos from the event and 
other important updates, please visit the Slovenian 
National Home Facebook page. We hope to see all 
of our Saint Aloysius members again next year. The 
chance to socialize with other Slovenians awaits!

We have several upcoming events here in 
Indianapolis. This year we are once again attending 
an Indianapolis Indians vs. Charlotte Knights game 
on August 1. The game begins at 7:05 p.m. at 
Victory Field. August 1 is a Signature Saturday. The 
first 500 fans who enter Victory Field will receive 
a special wristband to receive one autograph from 
Hall of Famer, Phil Niekro. Gates open at 5 p.m. 
This night will also feature Bucket Ruckus, an 
eclectic entertainment group that rocks the ballpark 
by bringing high-energy fun throughout the entire 
game. If you are interested in attending this event, 
please contact Jennifer Velikan at (317) 636-0512 
or jvelikan@gmail.com by July 20 to reserve your 
ticket. Tickets will be $5 for KSKJ Life members and 
$13 for non-members.

On September 20, we will host another Taste of 
Slovenia dinner. Join us at the Slovenian National 
Home for an authentic Slovenian meal. This is our 
Matching Funds event, which benefits a local charity. 
Contact Jennifer Velikan (317) 636-0512; jvelikan@
gmail.com or Katie Poole kskjkids52@gmail.com 
with questions. There are more details to follow, but 
mark your calendars now. 

Vicki Drinka delivers a KSKJ Life Charitable Giving 
Award check to Holy Family Food Pantry coordinator 
Darlene Montes. 

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE 
The Juvenile Bowling Tournament held on June 28 
was a success. Children who participated enjoyed 
a day of bowling, refreshing snacks and a hot dog 
lunch provided by Tom Gorenc. His son Tommy, who 
was visiting from Roseville, CA, participated in the 
event. Many thanks Tom for arranging this fun day 
for the kids.
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the program ($181,912). The proceeds from the St. 
Mary #79 Matching Funds event and KSKJ Life will 
be applied toward the nursing service program.

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings from Willard, WI. Mary of Perpetual Help, 
Lodge #136, hosted two successful matching funds 
events during June. 

On June 11 - 13, Lodge #136 co-sponsored the 
“Take What You Need, Pay What You Can” event 
with St. Mary’s Catholic School in Greenwood. The 
rummage sale, which was held in the St. Mary’s 
Lunch Room, raised $1,508.75 for books and school 
supplies for the 2015-2016 school year.

A week later, Lodge #136 hosted the annual 
Rummage Fest, co-sponsored by the Willard 
Historical Society. The event was held at the Holy 
Family Shelter house on June 19 and 20. 

This year marked the thirteenth year of Rummage 
Fest, and the event raised a total of $2,126.73. 
Funds raised will help maintain the Willard Settler 
Park, which celebrates the wonderful Slovenian 
heritage of the small town of Willard.

On August 16, we will celebrate our 50-Year 
Members and Lodge Person of the Year. This year’s 
Lodge Person of the Year recipient is Edward “Bing” 
Perko. 

Bing is credited for his many years of service as 
Willard postmaster and to his church, Holy Family 
Parish. After retirement from the postal service, 
he has chosen to spend more time outdoors. He 
currently works for the county mowing parks and 
helps out at the local ski slope in the winter. 

Additional information on Mr. Perko will be included 
in next month’s issue. For more information on 
Lodge #136, please visit our Facebook page: 
KSKJWILLARD. Have a wonderful summer!

Presenting the check in NorthPointe Killian Center’s 
indoor gardening atrium are MaryLou Stefanick 
- Lodge Secretary, Deborah Rabine - Director of 
Development of NorthPointe, Dina Donohue-Chase 
- CEO of NorthPointe and Hank Govekar - Lodge 
President.

NorthPointe relies on gifts from community partners 
like KSKJ Life to fund reimbursement shortfalls and 
further enhance services and program offerings. 
A particular NorthPointe need is to fund the gap 
between what is paid by the state for required 
nursing services ($13,000) and the actual cost of 

Please join us for our next meeting on September 
2 at St. John’s Rectory Meeting Room at 6:30 p.m. 
Please enter the second door on the north side of 
the rectory. 

Educational grant applications are due on 
September 31. If you need an application, please 
call Agnes Lobacz at (414) 321-9779. Grants will be 
awarded at our October 7 meeting.

Congratulations to Gary and Tracey Vroman on the 
birth of their baby boy. Winston was welcomed by 
his brother, Jackson and sister, Sawyer.

Share your news with us! Lodge #65 wants to know 
your news, from births to special anniversaries and 
accomplishments. To share your news, please call 
Mici Bregnat at (414) 543-6695. 

Enjoy the summer and be safe.

Mici Bregant

LODGE #79
WAUKEGAN, IL

MATCHING FUNDS EVENT
St. Mary #79 of Waukegan partnered with 
NorthPointe Resources in Zion, IL, this spring for 
their annual Matching Funds event. 

NorthPointe Resources is dedicated to creating 
pathways that empower people with disabilities 
to develop their full potential in the workplace and 
community. Strong community partnerships support 
their vision of a society where communities are 
inclusive and all people’s abilities are an integral part 
of its success. The organization, which was opened 
in 1953, serves more than 500 people annually.
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Congratulations to Lodge Person of the Year, Joe 
Jagunich. Members celebrated with Joe at a dinner 
at the Buffalo House in Duluth. Joe was presented 
with flowers, cake and a certificate of excellence. 
Joe does a great job as our recording secretary.

Joe’s family helped celebrate his accomplishments. 
Pictured with Joe are Derek and Susan Nash, Joe’s 
daughter and son-in-law, grandson Peter, Joe, and 
his wife, Rose.

 LODGE #196
GILBERT, MN

LODGE UPDATE 
Our Lodge Person of the Year certificate was 
presented to Vice President Leo Skrbec on June 4. 

August 23 is our annual dinner and fellowship event. 
It will be held at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 
833 Center Ave. Tickets are $5 each. Reservations 
and payments can be sent to Pat Slapnick at 
1902 Havenwood Ct., Sheboygan, WI 53081.
Reservations are do no later than August 10. 

The collegiate financial aid scholarships will be 
awarded at the dinner and fellowship event. Letters 
of eligibility were mailed to each student qualified to 
receive the scholarship. We encourage each eligible 
student to submit an application and ask that the 
student and his or her parents attend the dinner.

If students live outside of a 100-mile radius from 
Sheboygan, please send a letter to Pat Slapnick. 
Include the name of the school the student will attend 
and his or her future career goals. Additionally, we 
will recognize our 50-Year Members at the dinner. 

Educational Grant applications will be accepted 
from students currently attending any college or 
university throughout September. The application 
can be found at www.kskjlife.com/grants. 

Students who are currently a senior in college, or 
who have been awarded a national scholarship are 
ineligible to apply.

This year’s Juvenile Christmas will be held at Blue 
Harbor on December 6. Please plan ahead! More 
information will be put in The Voice as final details 
are made. 

The lodge’s annual meeting will be held on December 
13. We strongly encourage each member to attend. 
Come for an event filled with fellowship and notify 
your officers about any ideas you may have for the 
upcoming year. Have a nice summer!

Pat Slapnick, President

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

 LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

LODGE UPDATE

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

Melinda Deavers and Lonna Rakovec are arranging 
items at the Rummage sale at St. Mary’s School.

Bob and Joanne Tunkel are folding clothing for St. 
Mary’s Rummage sale.

Jack Trunkel, Bing Perko and Bob Trunkel helping at 
the Willard Historical Society rummage sale.

LODGE #144
SHEBOYGAN, WI

LODGE UPDATE & UPCOMING EVENTS 
Congratulations to Morgan Fenske and Matt Miller, 
who were selected to receive this year’s Student 
Athletic Award. Both Morgan and Matt are involved 
in Sheboygan High School athletic programs. Keep 
up the great work!
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LODGE #197
ST. CLOUD, MN

LODGE UPDATE 
Participants from the Lodge #197 and St. Stephen 
Parish took a bus trip watch the Twins play the White 
Sox at Target Field in Minneapolis.

Lodge #197 served dinner at Place of Hope on June 
26. Below (from the left): Carol Hlebain, Joanna, 
Pucel, Mike Retka, Marge Pryately.

Central Minnesota Twins fans enjoy a game on 
June 23 at the Twins’ stadium. The bus trip was 
sponsored by Lodge #197 and St. Stephen’s parish 
in Minnesota.

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Please remember to send in all lodge news and 
events to voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday 
of each month. Additionally, feel free to submit 
feature articles of interest for consideration.

FIND US ON SOCIAL 
Join the conversation with other members on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by using the 
hashtag #kskjlife.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE

INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE
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