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The first question I 
asked myself when 
faced with the decision 
of where to hold the next 
KSKJ Life Young Adult 
Leadership Conference 
(YALC) was, “How do 
you follow Disney?” With 
the Waterpark Capital 
of the World, of course! 
The 2016 YALC will 

take place July 18-21 at the Wilderness Resort in 
Wisconsin Dells. I wanted it to be at a place that 
offers a diversity of options. Also, we will be staying 
in 5-bedroom entertainment cabins rather than small 
hotel rooms. These cabins will give our young adults 
more space to hang out and get to know each other. 
We’ll also be able to complete many of the activities 
I have planned right in the cabins.

Former National Activities Director, Julie Schneller, 
began this wonderful conference back in 2005. I 
wish it was something that was around back when 
I was 18-25! When I ran for the position of National 
Activities Director a last year in Orlando, planning 
YALC was definitely one of the things that appealed 
most to me. The conference will be a great balance 
of work and play. One of our full days will be spent 
really digging deeper into what KSKJ Life is and how 

we can become better leaders in our organization 
and communities. I have been in contact with a 
special needs summer camp that will allow us to 
come and volunteer by doing a special project with 
some of the kids! The Downtown Dells area has 
great shopping, shows, boat tours…not to mention 
a huge variety of water parks!

We hope to have all of our regions well represented 
at this conference. I am looking forward to working 
with these eager young adults! If you know someone 
in the age range of 18-25 looking for an excellent 
leadership opportunity, please recommend YALC 
to them. Judging by how many young adults want 
to return for a second or even third conference, it 
is clear YALC is an amazing experience. KSKJ 
Life funds the accommodations, meals and most 
of the activities we engage in. They are willing to 
do so because they are so passionate about the 
importance of getting younger people involved in 
our organization. Please look for further information 
in the coming months, especially the application 
(which will be coming soon). Feel free to contact me 
at ampugel@aol.com with any questions. 

ANDREA OSTROWSKI 
National Activities Director
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APPLICATIONS DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30
The application for the Educational Grant Program 
is now available on the KSKJ Life website at 
kskjlife.com/grants. Applications can be submitted 
electronically on the KSKJ Life website, and all 
applications must be received by September 30. 
The Educational Grant Program application requires 
a few short essays and other documents, including 
proof of enrollment, so be sure to start the process 
as soon as possible.

Students who qualify for the grant will receive a 
one-time $1,000 member benefit to help them pay 
for college. Full requirements can be found on  
kskjlife.com/grants. 

PAST SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The current scholarship fund was phased out as 
of September 1. Previous scholarship recipients 
are required to perform a minimum of five hours 
of community and/or KSKJ Life service in order to 
receive the remainder of their scholarship allotment 
(eligible only if recipient meets requirements of 
individual scholarship). Once documentation has 
been received and approved, the remainder of the 
allotment will be mailed to the recipient in two equal 
installments – the first in Fall 2015 and the final 
payment in Spring 2016.

Please remember all applications are due before 
October 1. We’re excited for the future of the KSKJ 
Life Education Grant Program. For questions or 
more information, please visit kskjlife.com/grants or 
call the Home Office.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Since the 1950s, KSKJ Life has promoted education 

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 

other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 
Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian 
articles should be sent to slovedit@att.net:
Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.

To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.

CALLING ALL STUDENTS: KSKJ LIFE EDUCATIONAL GRANT  
PROGRAM NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

through the KSKJ Life Scholarship Program, a 
program founded to support members as they 
pursued education. While the program provided 
educational assistance to many KSKJ Life members, 
it wasn’t able to support all members. In an effort 
to continue the advancement of the program, we 
replaced the traditional Scholarship Program with 

the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Program in January 
of 2015. This program is open to all members who 
meet the requirements. 

FOR COMPLETE PROGRAM DETAILS, VISIT 
KSKJLIFE.COM/GRANTS.
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Life insurance can do some pretty amazing things 
for people. It can buy loved ones time to grieve. It 
can pay off debts and loans, providing surviving 
family members with the chance to move on with a 
clean slate. It can keep families in their homes and 
pre-fund a child’s college education. It can keep a 
family business in the family. It can provide a stream 
of income for a family to live on for a period of 
time. First things first, though: you need to own life 
insurance.

Too many Americans do not have adequate life 
insurance protection. According to the industry 
research group LIMRA, 95 million adult Americans 
have no life insurance whatsoever. Here’s the 
bottom line: A majority of families either have no life 
insurance or not enough, leaving them one accident 
away from a financial catastrophe for their loved 
ones.

What if you were suddenly gone and your family 
had to manage on their own? When was the last 
time you did the math to make sure your loved ones 
would be financially sound? Have you checked with 
your employer to find out what kind of life insurance 
benefit you have through work and whether you 
have the option to increase your coverage? When 
was the last time you had your life insurance needs 
reviewed by an insurance professional?

Whatever your situation may be, KSKJ Life is here 
to help. It’s not always the most fun topic, but it’s 
a necessary conversation that can help safeguard 
your family’s future. And fortunately, you don’t have 
to go it alone. Connect with a caring KSKJ Life agent 
to learn more about how we can help. 

KSKJ LIFE SOLUTIONS
At KSKJ Life, we’ve helped members protect their 
families for more than 120 years. We know that 
everyone’s situation is different, so we’ve designed 
flexible, reliable products that can help support 
your life needs. In honor of September being Life 

Insurance Awareness Month, here is a quick hit list 
of various products we offer to support our members.

10-PAY LIFE INSURANCE
This is a whole life policy that covers the policyholder 
for his/her entire life. The policy face amount and 
premium are guaranteed and fixed. This is a great fit 
for someone who wants complete coverage that can 
be paid-in-full within 10 years.

WHOLE LIFE
Our whole life policies cover the policyholder for his/
her entire life. The policy face amount is guaranteed 
and can be paid over a period of time depending 
on the policy. This policy is a great fit for individuals 
who need coverage for their entire life.

WHOLE LIFE SINGLE PREMIUM
This permanent policy covers the policyholder 
for his/her entire life. Instead of having monthly/ 
yearly payments, this policy guarantees coverage 
after a one-time payment. This policy is a great fit 
for individuals interested in leaving a legacy and 
protecting their family’s next generation.

TERM LIFE
Our flexible term life policies cover the policyholder 
for either 10, 20 or 30 years. Face amount and 
premiums are flexible, allowing policyholders to 
customize a policy that’s right for them. This policy 
is a great fit for individuals looking to protect their 
families over a specific period of time.

Have questions or need help determining 
which policy is right for you? Contact your 
local KSKJ Life Agent or the Home Office.

CALL: 800-843-5755 
EMAIL: SALES@KSKJLIFE.COM 
VISIT: KSKJLIFE.COM

Article courtesy of LifeHappens.org

LIFE INSURANCE AWARENESS MONTH MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our 
recently passed members. Claims have 
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ Life 
Educational Grant Fund has been made on 
behalf of each.

SEPTEMBER 2015
Vid Bucar - #171, Duluth, MN

Harold Dent - #74, Decantur, IL

Mary Drugovich - #25, Geneva, OH

Milan Dular - #169, Cleveland, OH

Beatrice Giel - #101, Avon, OH

Mary Haselkamp - #197, Little Falls, MN

Raymond Hosta - #25, Cleveland, OH

Rev. Aloysius Hribsek - #148, Stamford, CT

Mary Jagunich - #59, Saint Paul, MN

Anthony Jelarcic - #146, Brunswick, OH

Perry Kennerson - #110, Lima, OH

Frank Krasovic - #42, Woodlyn, PA

Delores Kukar - #69, Delta, CO

Elsie Lintner - #197, Little Rock, MN

Mildred Pucel - #2, Shorewood, IL

Elizabeth Racic - #25, Sarasota, FL

Patricia Steffa - #108, Oregon, IL

Helen Stralo - #42, Allentown, PA

Stephen Stukel - #29, Joliet, IL

Dorothy Szurszewski - #81, Verona, IL

Janice Yasak - #1, Chicago, IL

Mary Znidarsic - #219, Kurtland, OH

Lorraine Zokal - #143, Peru, IL

Ronald Andler - Gurnee, IL  
Lodge #53
Mary Chamernik, $20

IN MEMORY OF

Jo Anne Huff - Wadsworth, IL  
Lodge #53
Bob and Francine Grampovnik, $50
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Give a little, help a lot!

In 2015, KSKJ Life introduced its new initiative 
called the Charitable Giving Award. If your lodge 
has not taken advantage of this award opportunity, 
I encourage you to do so at your next lodge event.

The purpose of the Charitable Giving Award is to 
motivate lodges and members to become more 
active in the community by associating with an 
organization, and filling a need for them. Many of 
our lodges already take part in this type of service 
at Christmas time by hosting food drives for local 
charities. The Charitable Giving Award now takes 
this a step further.

Any lodge that holds a charitable or benevolent 
drive/collection in conjunction with another event will 
be awarded a $50 check payable to the organization 
benefiting from the drive/collection. Lodges may 
request the Charitable Giving Award more than once 
per calendar year, but a donation cannot be made to 
the same charity more than once a year. Verification 
of the event must be provided by a lodge officer 
in the form of a written statement and a picture of 
collected donations, food, etc. This award may not 
be combined with any other KSKJ Life charitable 
giving (including the Matching Funds Program) 
because other KSKJ Life funds are already being 
awarded to the organization.

You may have read in the August issue of The Voice 
that St. Joseph’s Lodge #53 and St. Mary’s Lodge 
#79 notified golfers they would collect granola 
bars at the National Golf Tournament for the Holy 
Family Food Pantry. The pantry, which is located in  
Waukegan, serves more than 220 families a week in 
the summer months, and heavily relies on granola 
bars. Our generous members came through, 
donating nearly 40 pounds of bars. Additionally, 
KSKJ Life donated a $100 Charitable Giving Award 
check ($50 donation per lodge).

St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 also took advantage 
of the new Charitable Giving Award at their recent 
family day at the Joliet Splash Station. Lodge 
leaders contacted local charity Joliet Morning Star 
Mission, asking them what types of school supplies 
the charity could use. Word spread quickly through 
email and Facebook, and our members came 
through once again, contributing several boxes 

items. Something so simple, yet so impactful! 

The most recent lodge to take advantage of the 
Charitable Giving Award was Christ the King #226 
of Cleveland. On August 22, they hosted their 5th 
annual Dave Koprowski Memorial Golf Tournament, 
where golfers were asked to bring toiletries to 
fill the shelves at the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank. The food bank operates a community food 
distribution center, providing food and other critical 
grocery products annually to more than 750 local 
food pantries, hot meal programs, shelters, mobile 
pantries, programs for the elderly and other nonprofit 
agencies. The food bank is the largest hunger relief 
organization in northeast Ohio, serving Cuyahoga, 
Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake, Ashland and Richland 
counties.

I believe most of our lodges are already involved in 
their communities through Matching Funds and Join 
Hands Day projects. I challenge you to continue 
your involvement with a charitable giving collection.  

Please contact April Sleyko in the Home Office at 
(800) 843-5755 with any questions.

MaryLou Stefanick, 
National Director of Athletics 

KSKJ LIFE CHARITABLE GIVING AWARD

MaryLou Stefanick (#79) and 
Victoria Drinka (#53) delivering 
granola bars and the Charitable 
Giving Award check to Holy 
Family Food Pantry.

School Supply Donation from Lodge #143 event to 
benefit Morning Star Mission of Joliet, IL.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Lausche Foundation will fund grants in the following 
categories: $1,000 for one student attending/to 
be attending a private tuition paying high school; 
$1,000 for one student attending/to be attending an 
accredited college or university (full-time student); 
and a $1,000 for one student attending/to be 
attending an accredited graduate school. The grants 
from the Lausche Foundation are one-time awards. 
If you are a past recipient of this grant, you are 
ineligible to apply for the grant in the same category 
this year. The applicant must be a member of KSKJ 
Life for at least two years at time of application, 
October 31. The Ohio Lodges can cancel this 
program if funding is not available in the future.

A number of scholarship grants will be awarded 
by the chairperson of the Neilsen Foundation to 
students attending or to be attending an accredited 
college or university as a full-time student. The 
applicant must be a member of the KSKJ Life for at 
least two years at time of application, October 31. 
The Ohio Lodges can cancel this program if funding 
is not available in the future.

The Neilsen Foundation is designed to stimulate 
academic or artistic excellence by awarding grants 
to talented applicants wishing to pursue endeavors 
that further develop their talent. American students 
of Slovenian descent are eligible to receive these 
grants. Awards are made on the strength of an 
applicant’s talent, proposed academic or artistic 
endeavor, as determined by the Talent Search 
Committee of the foundation, and Chairperson John 
Gasiewski. 

Students can request a scholarship program 
application, as well as rules and information for the 
scholarship you wish to apply for, by sending me a 
letter to the following address:

Joseph V. Hocevar    
6114 Lausche Ave., Suite 207 
Cleveland, OH 44103-1594

The deadline date for completed applications 
for these grants is October 31. If you need an 
application, contact me as soon as possible.

Joseph V. Hocevar
Chairman, Ohio KSKJ Life Scholarship Program

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D.C. 

LODGE #42
STEELTON, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS 
SEP 19
Lodge #42 is having a Matching Funds event for 
Nickolas Pritchard (a patient at the Penn State 
Children’s Hospital in Hershey, PA) at Pete’s East 
End Pub (2443 S. Front St., Steelton, PA 17113). 
Entertainment by “Polka Prince” Jeff Dermes.

Any monetary donations are greatly appreciated. 
Please contact Anne Hubler for more details at 
(717) 756-4889.

PRAYERS FOR NICK
Have you driven past Saint Catherine’s Laboure 
Catholic Parish on Derry Street? Have you seen 
the blue ribbon decorations? Have you heard of or 
seen the “Prayers for Nick” Facebook page? The 
Facebook page and ribbons are for a seven-year-old 
second grader, Nickolas Pritchard, a parishioner and 
student of Saint Catherine’s. On May 15, Nickolas 
underwent unexpected surgery to remove a brain 
tumor wrapped around his brain stem. Doctors were 
able to remove 95% of the tumor, but Nick has not 
yet recovered from the surgery. Nick is in a minimal 
responsive state, and has had a shunt inserted and 
a tracheotomy performed. Nick is currently at the 
Penn State Hershey Children’s hospital.

This is just the beginning of a very long journey for 
Nick, his mother and father, Samantha and Bryan 
Pritchard, and their family. This wonderful family has 
gone through a dramatic lifestyle change in a matter 
of hours, emotionally and financially. We ask that 
you keep Nickolas and his family in your prayers.

LODGE #153
STRABANE, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS 
SEP 12 
Pancake Breakfast at Our Lady of Miraculous Medal 
Church

(300 Pike St., Meadowlands, PA. 15347) from 8 
a.m. - noon. For information, call Beverly Rosselle 
at (724) 873-0914. 

OCT 3
Fundraiser Dance from 6 - 10 p.m. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. $10 Admission. BYOB (food and non-
alcoholic beverages available). Featuring Frank and 
Darryl Valencic and Veseli Fantje. Contact Beverly 
Rosselle at (724) 873-0914 for more information.

LODGE UPDATE
We will hold our Fall Flea Market on Friday and 
Saturday, September 4-5 at the lodge home on 
Alexander Ave. in Strabane. Flea Market hours are 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. both days. We will sell hot dogs, 
chips and sodas, and we will also hold a bake sale. 
Come and join us for some fun and fellowship. 

We will hold a Pancake Breakfast on September 12 
at Miraculous Church in Meadowlands, PA, from 8 
a.m. - noon for the benefit of the church youth group. 
Because this is our Matching Funds event, KSKJ 
Life will match the profit up to $1,000. So come out 
and support the youth group of the church.

Come and meet your friends on October 3 for an 
evening of entertainment at the KSKJ Life Hall in 
Strabane. The fundraiser dance will feature Frank 
and Darryl Valencic and Veseli Fantje from 6 - 10 
p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. and admission is $10. 
Please remember to BYOB. For more information, 
please contact Beverly Rosselle at (724) 873-0914.

Best wishes to all of our members and their families 
and our sick and shut-in members as well.

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

OHIO LODGES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Ohio KSKJ Life Lodges are proud to announce 
the Scholarship Grant Program, a benefit program 
for members only. Members from the following 
lodges are eligible to apply for these scholarship 
grants: Lodges #25, #63, #101, #110, #146, #150, 
#169, #219, #226 and #255. Through the generous 
donations, the Ohio KSKJ Life Lodges Scholarship 
Fund will continue the scholarship program. 
The Frances and Jane S. Lausche Foundation 
donated a gracious $3,000 check to the fund. The 
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Attendees may sample sausages from each vendor 
and then vote for their favorite. There’s also a 
jury prize, and the top sausage maker supplies 
the Polka Hall of Fame’s three-day Thanksgiving 
Polka Weekend, which is hosted at the Downtown 
Cleveland Marriott Hotel. Sweet, savory treats and 
refreshments from vendors will be served under 
the farm’s pavilion. Pick up a CD or souvenir t-shirt 
at the Polka Pop-Up Shop. The 2015 winners are 
announced at 7 p.m. 

Call (216) 261-FAME or toll-free (866) 66-POLKA 
for details. Additional information can be found at 
polkafame.com.

LODGE #25
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE 
Greetings! The November 8 meeting will be 
moved up to October 11. The time and location 
will remain the same. Our KSKJ Life Lodge #25 
officers encourage younger members to attend and 
participate in order to take over as future officers. 
Please ask children and grandchildren to become 
active lodge members. 

Our annual meeting and Christmas Party will be 
held December 13. The meeting will begin at 1 p.m., 
and the party starts at 2 p.m. Please make a note of 
these and plan on attending.

John Turek, Secretary

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE 
Applications for the Christ the King’s Frank and 
Antonia Sega Scholarship Fund will be available 
at our Lodge #226 meeting, held on Sunday, 
September 13. The meeting will be hosted at the 
Slovenian National Home (East 63rd and St. Clair 
Ave.), and take place in the Kenik room at noon. 
The deadline for submitting applications is Sunday, 
November 1. For more information, contact Ray Zak 
at (440) 526-3344 or Erika Kurbos at (216) 383-
1212. 

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #63
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE 
St. Lawrence Lodge #63 members met July 14 for 
our Join Hands event at the Slovenian National 
home on East 80th St. We cleaned bathrooms, 
wiped down chairs, vacuumed and power washed 
steps (a much needed summer cleaning). Thanks to 
all who helped out!

The Four Lodge Picnic was a huge success, and 
we hope all our members in attendance enjoyed 
themselves. A total of 12 full grocery bags were 
delivered to Malachi house. Thank you to all who 
donated canned goods and paper products.

We will host a Regional 9-Pin Bowling Tournament 
Sunday, October 12. The event will begin at 1 p.m. at 
the Slovenian East 80th Lanes, and is meant to be a 
tournament with friendly, healthy competition. Watch 
for more details in the next issue of The Voice.

Please join us for Breakfast in the Park on Saturday, 
September 12. The breakfast will begin at 9 a.m. at 
the Harriet Keeler Pavilion of Brecksville Metropark. 
The event is free and all are welcome.

Please keep all our members in your thoughts and 
prayers! Enjoy the dog days while they last.

Jean Marincic

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCT 4
Hayride at Luther Farms, Richfield.

LODGE UPDATE 
Cleveland is surviving the dog days of August quite 
well at the moment. We haven’t had enough rain, 
but given the amount we had in June, I guess we 
knew this was coming. 

12TH ANNUAL SLOVENIAN SAUSAGE 
FESTIVAL

 

The new date for the 12th Annual Slovenian 
Sausage Festival is Wednesday, September 16. 
The event will feature eight hours of music from 
12 polka bands, from noon - 8 p.m. The Sausage 
Festival will showcase the finest pork makers, and 
you get to decide who wins the King of Klobasa. The 
event will be held at the SNPJ Farm on Heath Rd. 
in Kirtland, OH. Hosting the event are members and 
friends of the National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame and Museum.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
We had our monthly meeting on August 14. Chris 
and Theresa spoke about the lodge picnic and its 
success. Thanks to all of our volunteers, Bossie’s 
Soft Serve and the blow-up slide for the kids. 

At the meeting, we decided we will return to Luther 
Farms for our annual hayride, which was the location 
for our event two years ago. Hopefully the rain will 
stay away and the weather will be crisp! I will make 
the final arrangements and distribute information 
about the event as soon as possible. 

For those attending private high schools and going 
to college, the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Program 
information is on the website. Be sure to follow all 
instructions.

As the school year begins, we wish all students a 
great start to the new school year. May you learn a 
lot and enjoy doing so.

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 8 at 6 p.m. at London Pickle Works. 
The address is 7265 Fitzwater Rd, Brecksville, 
OH 44141. Please call (440) 526-0707 for more 
information. 

PORKY PIG SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT 
AND PIG ROAST AUGUST 1ST
St. Anne’s KSKJ Life Lodge #150’s 4th Annual Porky 
Pig Softball Tournament and Pig Roast took place 
on Saturday, August 1. 

We were blessed with beautiful weather and a 
friendly group of participants. The tournament began 
with Kendall Jarrell throwing out the ceremonial 
first pitch. Kendall had been the chairman of this 

tournament the past couple of years, but his work 
schedule did not allow him to be as actively involved 
this year.

The winning team was Team Novy, managed by Al 
Novy. They led after almost every inning of every 
game all the way until the Championship Game. 
Team Guy was down by three runs going into the 
final inning but fought back to take the lead at the 
top of the seventh inning. In the bottom half on 
the seventh inning, Team Novy responded like 
champions and scored the winning run on a walk 
off home run by Ryan Wood. We do not recognize 
a tournament MVP, but Ryan certainly would have 
been a top contender for the honor.

The defensive play of the entire tournament was 
made by Dave Javor (son of Lodge #150 President, 
Vicki Javor) when he caught a fly ball to deep-left 
center field, and threw it to home plate to tag the 
runner out. The runner still cannot believe it! Great 
play Dave!

We wish to thank all those that attended, and a huge 
“thank you” to those who brought pastries. 

Midway through the tournament, we took a break for 
lunch and celebrated a special birthday with Cathy 
Matonis. Happy birthday, Cathy! 

Thank you committee members: Caryn Corsi, Vicki 
& David Javor, and Elaine & Tony Peskar for your 
enthusiastic and energetic participation to make this 
tournament a success! Also assisting were Danielle 
Bunjevac, Andrea Javor, Elizabeth Jones, Tim 
Kodnick, Tony Mannion and Chuck Potenga.

We look forward to an even bigger and better event 
next year.

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER
The Basket of Cheer fundraiser resulted in a $1,675 
donation added to the Lodge #150 scholarship fund. 

The winning ticket #249 was drawn by Vicki Javor. 
The winner was Jim Trzaska. Thanks to all who 
purchased tickets for this fundraiser.

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME EVENT - 
FREE TICKETS
In a continuing effort to promote business and 
support for the Slovenian National Home (NASH), 
Lodge #150 will donate two tickets (each ticket 
admits one person) to each bi-monthly 50/50 Raffle. 
This raffle occurs the first Wednesday of the month, 
during the months of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The next 50/50 raffle is 
scheduled for October 7. Tickets will be made 
available every other month. 

Our intention is to provide tickets to a Lodge #150 
member who has never previously attended a 
NASH 50/50 raffle. Each time the notice is posted in 
The Voice, the first person to contact Tony Peskar, 
by either emailing tonypeskar@juno.com or calling 
(440) 915-8312, will have the tickets set aside for 
pick up at the door during the next raffle. Once a 
member wins the tickets, that member will no longer 
be eligible for this free ticket distribution. 

50/50 RAFFLE OCTOBER 7 
Each ticket admits one person. A ticket entitles you to 
chance to win $875 in total prize money, a sandwich, 
dessert, soda pop and a polka band entertainment 
for your dining, listening and/or dancing pleasure. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. and the event begins at 7 p.m. 

Slovenian National Home E. 80th is located at:  
3563 East 80th Street  
Cleveland, OH 44105 

Save the Date: July 10, 2016 KSKJ Four Lodge 
Picnic.

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Lodge Voice Reporters

REGION 4
JOLIET AREA
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Sunday, October 4 at St. Joe’s Park at 11:30 a.m. 
Please bring supplies for putting together Christmas 
Stockings for the soldiers again. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
We want to acknowledge the accomplishment 
of one of our members, Adeline Boettcher. She 
is the daughter of Paul Boettcher and has been 
accepted to the graduate program at Iowa State 
University. Adeline will study to obtain her Ph.D. in 
Molecular Biology. Congratulations Adeline on your 
accomplishment and good luck in your program.

Please remember that in order for me to continue 
my spotlights, I need your suggestions of members 
who should be interviewed. This is about your lodge, 
so showcase who you think deserves it. We all do 
things for our lodge and our community that earns 
recognition. 

Once again, please look at our Facebook page for 
any updates to lodge events. 

Olivia and Eli Zelinski delivering school supplies to 
the Guardian Angel Home.

LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCT 4
Next Meeting: St Joe’s Park at 11:30 a.m.

OCT 24
The Kid’s Halloween Party at the Croatian Culture 
Club - Get your kids dressed up and have a 
“SPOOKtacular” time. Watch your mail for a postcard 
with additional event information. 

LODGE UPDATE 
I hope summer has been treating everyone well, 
and all are enjoying time with your families. Thank 
you to everyone who helped out at our Matching 
Funds Event. We helped serve food at the St. 
Joseph Church Homecoming Fair. The event turned 
out well. 

We had our annual Steak Fry on July 24, and 
everyone had a wonderful time. At the Steak 
Fry, we hosted a mini Bean Bags Tournament. 
Congratulations to our winners Brad Petrella and 
“Chief” Bob Vicich. Second place was awarded to 
Jim Boucher and Kathy Darin, and third place was 
awarded to Mike Darin and Randy Vicich. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and donated 
school supplies for the Guardian Angel Home. 
Children at the home will be well prepared for their 
first day of school. 

Our Bean Bags for Hospice Tournament, hosted on 
August 1, was a great success. Music, food, drinks 
and good competition were provided all day. The 
weather was absolutely amazing, and everyone had 
a fantastic time. Once again, Hospice is grateful for 
all St. Francis Lodge #29 and the Croatian Culture 
Club do for them. 

Did you know in all the years we have had this 
bean bags tournament, we have raised more than 
$20,000 for the Joliet Hospice? How amazing! 
Thank you to all of our volunteers who worked the 
tournament. Without you we wouldn’t be able to 
continue this event.

Finally, please join us for our next meeting held on 

The July 24 Steak Fry Bean Bag Tournament 
winners, Brad Petrella and “Chief” Bob Vicich.

Presentation of check at the Joliet Area Community 
Hospice. Check presenters are Judy Corum from 
St. Francis Lodge #29 and members of the Croatian 
Culture Club.

Laurica Petrella-Zitko,  
Communications Officer & Reporter 

LODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE 
Greetings everyone! It’s the time of year again 
where KSKJ Life lodges have to choose their Lodge 
Person (or Persons) of the Year. This year, St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108 has chosen husband and 
wife Charles and Catherine Kramer as the Lodge 
Persons of the Year. 

On Wednesday, July 8, Chuck and Cathy were 
honored at our annual Summer Bash Lodge Picnic. 
Chuck and Cathy’s daughters (and their husbands) 
and grandchildren attended to help them celebrate. 
A delicious menu was planned, comprised of 
sauerkraut and sausage, mashed potatoes, sweet 
corn, tossed salad, French bread, fruit, cheese and 
cake for dessert. 

Chuck and Cathy Kramer have been members of 
St. Genevieve Lodge #108 for as long as I have 
known them. Chuck is a 16-year member and Cathy 
is a 65-year member. They have four daughters: 
Gloria, Melanie, Laura and Sarah. They are the 
proud grandparents of Madelyn, Emily and Lillian, 
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Police Lieutenant after 31-1/2 years. Cathy is a 
member of the Slovenian Union of America (SUA) 
and held the position of Recording Secretary for the 
St. Mary Immaculate School, Plainfield, IL.

Both Chuck and Cathy Kramer have been valuable 
assets to the St. Genevieve Lodge #108. They are 
always available to help with planning events to 
volunteering their services to make all our events 
successful and worthwhile. Thank you Chuck and 
Cathy for all that you do.

Catherine Kramer holding her Certificate of 
Appreciation and Charles Kramer holding his 
Certificate of Appreciation that were presented to 
them at the Summer Bash (lodge picnic).

Pauline Mihelich, Financial Secretary/Treasurer

LODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE 
Summer’s end brings a mixture of fond memories 
and challenges. But through it all, we persist 
forward, taking on the work to lessen the burdens 
of others, and enhancing the efforts of those who 
further God’s cause. It is with joyful intention our 
lodge chose to partner with the Slovenian Cultural 
Catholic Center to assist the Franciscan Fathers 
who have penned the beautiful Catholic magazine 
Ave Maria since 1909. Challenged with the modern 
cost of printing, we trust the profits from our 
fundraiser luncheon event, held on June 7, have 
helped defray the cost of publishing. We thank Stan 
Markun, who chaired the event, along with eight 
Lodge #143 adult members, five of our enthusiastic 
youths and the Cultural Center team, who worked 
hard to make the day a success. The Franciscan 

who are members of St. Genevieve Lodge #108. 
Even Cathy’s mother (Bertha Grayhack-Wolf, now 
deceased) and uncle and aunt (Tony and Marge 
Grayhack, both deceased) were all members of St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108. 

Chuck is currently our Vice President for the lodge 
and has held this position for the past six years. 
Prior to this position, he served as Lodge Auditor 
for about six years. Cathy is currently our Recording 
Secretary and has held this position for the past 15 
years. Both Chuck and Cathy do a fine job in these 
positions.

When it comes to volunteering, Chuck and Cathy 
are always available to volunteer their services for 
many of our lodge’s activities. They help with the 
planning stages of most of our events, such as our 
lodge picnic, lodge Christmas party, Matching Funds 
events, Join Hands Day, Ice Skating & Pizza Party, 
as well as the breakfast brunch held after mass for 
St. Genevieve Lodge #108’s living and deceased 
members.

Despite his Chuck’s health issues over the past few 
years, and Cathy being right there to help him get 
through them, the couple still continues to volunteer. 
Just this past year they helped sell smokies, hot 
dogs and potato chips at the KSKJ Life National 
Bowling Tournament held in April.

Chuck and Cathy do their best when it comes to 
referring new members and encouraging other 
members to participate and volunteer. For instance, 
at one of our Join Hands Day events, they brought 
their grandchildren to help place American flags 
on the grave sites of our fallen veteran’s at a local 
cemetery. They hardly complain about working with 
either the younger or older members, and they just 
do their jobs.

Besides being members of St. Genevieve Lodge 
#108, Chuck and Cathy Kramer have been involved 
with other organizations at one time or another. 
Chuck has served as an Auditor, Vice President and 
President of the Joliet Federation of Musicians Local 
38; he was a former coach at St. Mary Immaculate 
School in Plainfield, IL; he served as a Defensive 
Driver Instructor for the state of Illinois Region 16 
that covered Will, Grundy and Kankakee areas for 
25 years; he was a certified EMT of the Plainfield 
Ambulance Department; and Chuck retired as a 

Fathers are headquartered in St. Mary’s Franciscan 
Monastery in Lemont, IL.

Stan Markun presented Fr. Metod with the Matching 
Funds check.

Visit lemont-svs.org/marijapomagaj.htm to read 
about the Franciscan Fathers and about the history 
of a painting of Maria Pomagaj, which was officially 
placed on the altar of the temporary chapel and 
blessed by Fr. John Capistran on December 1, 1924.

The Joliet lodges gathered for the annual memorial 
mass at St. Joseph’s Church in Downtown Joliet on 
May 28 to honor Maria Pomagaj’s spiritual presence 
in our lives. After, refreshments were served in 
Ferdinand Hall.

With the approach of fall (didn’t the warm days of 
summer just recently arrive?), please remember to 
contact Cindy at cynthiamartis@comcast.net about 
your family’s news and boastful events. 

Cindy Martis, Communications

CAMP KESEM 
From August 2-7, I had the opportunity to volunteer 
for Camp Kesem through Saint Louis University. 
Camp Kesem is a national organization in which 
college students around the nation organize, 
fundraise and host a week-long camp for children 
affected by a parent’s cancer. As a new program 
at St. Louis University, the University hosted their 
second annual week of camp this summer, and I was 
blessed to be a part of the magic again. The week 
allows kids to be kids. The overnight week of camp 
is filled with activities, such as messy Olympics, a 
talent show, an empowerment ceremony, a dance 
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OCT 2-4
Annual Campout at the Slovenian National Home 
Picnic Grounds. Camping, food and balinca...how 
much better could it get? The Annual Campout 
is an all-weekend event held Friday evening, 
October 2 through Sunday afternoon, October 
4. Contact Jennifer Velikan at (317) 636-0512 or  
jvelikan@gmail.com.

OCT 11
Zoo Boo at the Indianapolis Zoo. Meet at 1 p.m. 
(event goes until 7 p.m.), wear your costumes and 
join us at the zoo! Our Zoo Boo is a Halloween-
themed dolphin adventure and animal chats. This 
day is sure to be a blast! Be sure to watch the 
Elephant Pumpkin Smash and remember your 
goodie bag, as there will even be trick-or-treating. 
Prices are discounted for members. Contact Katie 
Poole at kskjkids52@gmail.com.

OCT 30 
Nash Halloween Party at the Slovenian National 
Home. The Nash Halloween Party will feature 
Halloween-themed food, a costume contest, 
children’s games and more! The party begins at 
6:30 p.m.

NOV 7
Chili Fest at the Slovenian National Home Picnic 
Grounds. Come out to enjoy our Chili Fest the 
evening of Saturday, November 7. We will offer 
generous chili servings and will even guess Marcia’s 
secret ingredient. Please remember to bring your 
own drinks. Contact Rick Brodnik at (317) 292-3505 
or rick.brodnik74@gmail.com. 

LODGE UPDATE 
We hope all our members have had a fantastic 
summer so far! Once again, Lodge #52 has lots of 
news to share.

Our annual Indy Indians Night was held this past 
month, and we had a good turnout. Our very own 
Indians took on the Charlotte Knights with an 
exciting game that lead to extra innings. Phil Niekro 
was available before the game for autographs, and 
a few of our lodge members went early to meet him. 
The Indians featured Bucket Ruckus during the 
game, an eclectic entertainment group that rocked 
the park throughout the entire game. It was overall 
a great evening. 

Craig, a spokesperson from Hospice of the Calumet 
Area, spoke to us about what Hospice really does. 
We voted that Hospice would be our organization 
for our Helping Hand Project. If you or a loved 
one would like more information on Hospice in the 
Calumet Area, please call (219) 922-2732.

Our annual Bocce Tournament will take place on 
September 20 at O’Hara’s Tavern, located at 3541 
E 106th St, Chicago, IL 60617. Registration will 
be at 11 a.m. We are looking for teams of four to 
participate and defeat the two-year reigning champs 
of the Boccetti Cup. Prices are $20 for members and 
$23 for non-members to bocce. If you would like 
to come watch and enjoy dinner, the price will be 
$12.50. Please call Jamie Rossi at (219) 902-0230 
for more information.

Our next meeting will take place on October 11 in 
Saint George basement after the 9 a.m. mass. Saint 
George is located at 9546 S Ewing Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60617. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Angela Rossi

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEP 20
Taste of Slovenia Dinner at the Slovenian 
National Home. Join us for dinner from 5 - 7 p.m. 
and try Sarma, Slovenian cabbage rolls, served 
with potatoes and hard crust bread. Tickets 
are $20 per person and are limited. This is a 
Matching Funds Event. Contact Katie Poole at  
kskjkids52@gmail.com.

party, sports, campfires, tons of camp songs and 
much more. Hearing the campers say they were sad 
to leave camp at the end of the week is a bittersweet 
moment. I don’t like seeing them upset, but it also 
reinforces the effect of Camp Kesem on their lives. 
Camp Kesem week is my favorite week of the year. 
Thank you Lodge #143 for your generous support 
and for helping make this incredible week of Camp 
Kesem possible.

Amy Koncar

REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS  

LODGE #44
S. CHICAGO, IL

LODGE UPDATE 
It is hard to believe summer is over already! I hope 
everyone who joined us for the Crosstown Classic 
on August 16 had a ball. Our day started with 
great pizza and conversation followed by a nice 
air-conditioned bus ride over to the ballpark. The 
Sox prevented the sweep and took home a 3-1 win 
over the Cubs. I hope everyone is already looking 
forward to next year. 

Our August meeting celebrated six, 50-year KSKJ 
Life members. Congratulations to Jack Buoscio, 
Mary Lou Casey, Lenoard Goldyn, David Kucic, 
Glenn Wasack and John Zupancic. 

It was also announced that Betty Krcmaric is Lodge 
#44’s Person of the Year for 2015. Congratulations 
Betty! Also, our lodge would like to extend huge 
“congratulations” to member Father Paul Novak 
who is celebrating his 25th year of ordination! 
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Catholic School. The school received a $1,000 
match to help with books and school supplies needs. 

Gene Rakovec, Recording Secretary, presenting 
$1,000 Matching Funds check to teacher Holly 
Pachan of St. Mary’s School.

We partnered with Willard Historical Society for our 
second Matching Funds event. The society also 
received a check for $1,000, and will be used to 
maintain Settler’s Park. This park is a celebration of 
the area’s first settlers who came from Slovenia. The 
shelter is styled like a drying shed and is surrounded 
by a beautiful flowerbeds. 

 

Gene Rakovec presenting the $1,000 Matching 
Funds check to Mary Lou Behrens, President of the 
Willard Historical Society.

On September 19, our lodge will host a rummage 
sale in the Holy Family Shelter building in Willard 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. We will also host a bake 
sale at the same time.

CopyREGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE 
Where has the summer gone? I can’t believe school 
will start in a few weeks. Best wishes to all returning 
for happy days.

Peter Krecic from Slovenia will be lecturing on the 
works of Joze Plecnik, famous Slovenian architect 
on September 25 at 4:30 p.m. It will be held at the 
School of Architecture Lecture Hall on University 
of Wisconsin’s Milwaukee campus. The lecture is 
sponsored by the Slovenian Arts Program of UWM. 
The program is free and an invitation is extended to 
all. A Q&A period and reception will follow.

Congratulations and best wishes to Mel and Joan 
Hynek on their 40th wedding anniversary, which 
they celebrated on August 9. May you have many 
more years of happiness and good health.

Fans attending the Giants/Brewers baseball game at 
AT&T Park in San Francisco on July 23 witnessed the 
engagement of Tom Gorenc and Allison McKenzie. 
Nearly 41,000 fans cheered when Tommy proposed 
to Allison, as the proposal was broadcasted on the 
park’s big screen. She said yes! Congratulations to 
Tom and Allison. 

Congratulations to Kristi Luzar, daughter of Jim 
Luzar, who was named the Executive Director of 
Urban Economic Development Association (UEDA) 
of Wisconsin. Best wishes, Kristi! 

Greetings to all of our sick and shut ins. Nasvidenja. 

EDMAR Mici Bregant

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE 
Greetings from Willard, WI. In June, we hosted two 
Matching Funds events, both of which were very 
successful. Our first event was held with St. Mary’s 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

Mark your calendars for our Taste of Slovenia on 
Sunday, September 20. We will serve Sarma, a 
Slovenian cabbage roll. The meal will also include 
potatoes and hard crust bread. Tickets are $20 per 
person and are limited. Dinner will be served from 
4 - 7 p.m. at the Slovenian National Home. Please 
RSVP to Katie Poole (kskjkids52@gmail.com). This 
is a Matching Funds event, so all proceeds will go to 
a local charity. Please join us for dinner and help to 
make our event a success. 

Join us for our Annual Campout, October 2-4, an 
event held at the Slovenian National Home Picnic 
Grounds featuring fun, balinca and camping. We 
invite all members to join the campers for dinner 
and games each evening. We will have a campfire 
with s’mores and play a variety of games, including 
Apples to Apples, Balinca and corn hole. 

Not a camper? No problem. Join us for any part of 
the weekend. We will be out from Friday evening 
to Sunday afternoon. Be sure to check our website, 
www.stals52.com for our complete calendar of 
events and photos of past activities. You may also 
check the calendar of events section in this paper 
for contact information. Be sure to like St. Aloysius 
on Facebook. We post events and photos regularly, 
so be sure to check our page! 

Nasvidenje! Jennifer Velikan
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A Slovenian couple who recently moved to San 
Francisco was excited to connect with us. It was 
great spending time with local members, as well as 
those from other lodges. With the dedication of a 
new generation of St. Francis members, this BBQ 
was a success. Sincere thanks to Frank Pecavar Jr., 
the Lehane family and the Plut family for keeping the 
tradition alive.

Enjoy these final days of summer, and come see us 
on the West Coast!

Diana Fir Gremett

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Please remember to send in all lodge news and 
events to voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday 
of each month. Additionally, feel free to submit 
feature articles of interest for consideration.

Hannah Hudson, a member of St. Elizabeth’s Lodge 
#171, takes a spin in her (she wishes) yellow sports 
car.

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

LODGE UPDATE 
Our July 18 BBQ was an event filled with friendship, 
delicious Slovenian food and a wonderful raffle. The 
event attracted nearly 100 people, and proceeds 
from the raffle benefited the Church of the Nativity. 
Thank you to Officer Jozica Plut who placed us on 
the web. 

Congratulations to member Michelle Ancelj 
Lombardi, pictured below with her sister Margaret 
Ancelj, who married Mick Lombardi on June 27. 
Their wedding was spectacular and proud dad Tony 
Ancelj was beaming. Michelle’s Mom Marilyn was 
remembered in lieu of wedding favors and was with 
us all in spirit. 

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

 

LODGE #171 & #197
DULUTH & ST. CLOUD, MN

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS

 

 

St. Stephen, MN - Members of St. Stephen Lodge 
#197 and members of St. Elizabeth Lodge #171 
celebrate the 90th Anniversary of St. Stephen 
Lodge. A Polka Mass was held in recognition of the 
anniversary at St. Stephen’s Church, featuring the 
Singing Slovenes providing the musical liturgy. 

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE

INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE
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