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A Message From The KSKJ Life CEO

Welcome To The New KSKJ Life Brand
Dear Members,
In 2014, KSKJ Life
celebrated its 120th
anniversary—a true
testament to our
stability and unity. As
we celebrated this
achievement, we’ve
taken time to reflect
on our past, focus on
the present, and plan for a future of continued
success.
In honoring our past and preparing for our future,
we have recognized the opportunity to share
the KSKJ Life story. We are not an ordinary
life insurance company. We are a memberowned, community-based organization. We
are not guided by Wall Street’s short-term
profit mandates. We are guided by our nonprofit fraternal status to give profits back to
our members, putting individuals, families &
communities first.
At KSKJ Life, we are proud of who we are. The
time has come to share our story with a renewed
focus and to welcome new members into the
KSKJ Life family and our lodge system with the
same sense of compassion and hospitality that

has guided us throughout our history. That’s
why we have set a course to update our brand
and marketing materials to better represent
who we are. For the past several months, we
have conducted market research, strategy, and
planning. The common theme of our planning
is as true today as it was 120 years ago: in
everything we do at KSKJ Life, we do it for our
members.
As the calendar turns to 2015, we will continue
unveiling the new KSKJ Life brand identity,
including our new logo design and updating
key communications such as the website and
a new periodic magazine. Our new brand
direction celebrates our history and values with
a vision for growing membership that extends
our success for generations to come. I am
confident that we will continue to strengthen
our communications and our membership as
we write the next chapter of the KSKJ Life story
together.
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KSKJ LIFE STUDENT ATHLETE RECOGNITION AND
AWARD PROGRAMS ARE BACK!
By MaryLou Stefanick
In September 2008, KSKJ Athletics rolled out
something new, the Student Athlete Recognition
program. It was our way of recognizing our
young adult members that work hard on the
field and even harder in the classroom. Since
that time, approximately 300 of our young adult
members have been recognized.
Due to the positive response we received, in
2010 we initiated the Student Athlete Award
program. Fifteen random winners were selected

from the list of student athletes, and each
winner received a $100 educational award.
We are happy to announce that both programs
are back for the 2014-15 school year!
Registration is now open to all high school and
college aged KSKJ Life student athletes. If you
are or will be participating in a high school or
college sport/activity, make sure you submit
your information sometime during the school
year.
Registration closes May 1, 2015. All names

will be published in the June 2015 issue of
the Voice. For this school year, 20 educational
awards will be awarded.
Best wishes on a successful school year!
If you have any questions regarding the
recognition, the award or anything related to
KSKJ Life Athletics, please don’t hesitate to
contact National Athletics Director MaryLou
Stefanick marylou.stefanick@kskjlife.com or
visit kskjlife.com.

Saving Money in the New Year with Flex Annuities
Are you looking for a safe place
to save money?
It’s a new year, and most of us have made lofty
resolutions to save more this year. Making this
resolution is easy, but knowing where to start
may not be. Fortunately, KSKJ Life has some
options available for members to help them
save more this year.
KSKJ Life’s Flex Two tax-deferred fixed interest
rate annuity offers members a great way to save
this year. This annuity has a two year guaranteed
bonus rate, which is currently up to 3.25%. After
the two year bonus period, your account earns
the current renewal rate (base rate), which is
currently up to 3%. This rate is a declared rate

KSKJ Voice
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE,
AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION,
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS
The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is sent free of charge
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in

by the KSKJ Life Board of Directors. Also, the
annuity has a minimum guaranteed rate of 1%.
Annuities grow tax-deferred, which means you
are only sent a 1099 on interest earned that
you have withdrawn, therefore you get to earn
interest on money you would have had to send
in as taxes.
This Flex Annuity also allows you to collect
interest payments during the first year and up
to 15% of your account value at the end of the
first year with no penalty. You also have great
withdrawal privileges if confined to a nursing
home for 60 consecutive days. Keep in mind
that when death occurs, your account passes
directly to your named beneficiaries, avoiding
probate and lawyer fees.

Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr.
English articles for publication should be sent
directly to voice@kskjlife.com. Slovenian
articles should be sent to:
Mara Cerar Hull
1440 Bunts Rd.
Lakewood, OH 44107
slovedit@att.net

There are many advantages to KSKJ Life’s
tax-deferred fixed annuities, and we have just
touched on a few. To learn more, speak to one
of our helpful KSKJ Life agents and ask how a
Flex Anuity can help you save a little more this
year.

Learn more about KSKJ Flex Annuities.
Contact your local KSKJ Life Agent or
the Home Office:
Call: 800-843-5755
Email: sales@kskjlife.com
Visit: www.kskjlife.com

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each
month.
To change address or name, or for matters
concerning membership, please contact the
KSKJ Life Home Office.
This publication is also available electronically
at www.kskjlife.com.
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Introducing the newest KSKJ LIFE Fraternal
Board Member: Ashley Mikulan
By Tony Mravle Jr.

KSKJ Life was “A financial family that feels like
home.” As cliché as that tagline may seem,
it is pretty spot on. Not only does KSKJ Life
offer good financial benefits, but you also get
the fraternal benefit as well. Your local lodge
almost becomes your extended family to a
certain point. I love the friendships that I have
developed through KSKJ Life. I have friends all
over the United States from attending several
Youth and Adult Conferences and from being a
delegate at the past three conventions. Even if
I don’t see or talk to my friends from KSKJ Life
often, when we do see each other, it is as if time
never passed. Those are the type of friendships
that I don’t take for granted and value.

Why do you serve in leadership?

I serve in leadership to help others. To me,
being a leader is to be a role model. I want to
be able to have others look up to me and to be
there to help them succeed.

Lodge# / Location

Blessed Virgin / Lodge #50 / Pittsburgh, PA

Lodge Involvement

I am the Fraternal Activities Coordinator for
Blessed Virgin #50. Prior to being elected, I
was the Youth and Adult Activities Director. I
started out as a junior auditor before moving up
to the position of auditor.

Current Board Position
Region 1 Director

Favorite Volunteer Spot/Why

My favorite volunteer spot would be with Deer
Lakes High School Drama Department. I am
an alumna of Deer Lakes High School and was
a four year member of the drama department.
I volunteer my evenings and weekends every
spring to help build and design sets and come
up with costumes and props for the spring
musicals. I love seeing the students become
so passionate about a type of art that most
high school students are stereotyped for being
involved in such school activity.

What do you love about KSKJ Life?

A couple years ago, one of the taglines for

Describe a moment that made you
proud to be a member of KSKJ Life.

At the 2002 Convention in Orlando, FL, I was a
part of the opening ceremonies. My youngest
brother and he and I carried in the American
flag. Having the opportunity to carry in the
American flag during the opening ceremonies
was a pretty rewarding experience, especially
in front of 150 people who were all gathered
together for a shared passion.

Why would you encourage other
members to engage in KSKJ Life,
financially and fraternally?

I would encourage members to engage in
KSKJ Life for the financial and fraternal benefits
because you get the financial security of the
different products KSKJ Life offers as well as
close-knit social aspect at events.

What made you want to serve on
the KSKJ Life Board of Directors?

There have been a few moments over the past
six years that have made me want to serve on
the KSKJ Life Board of Directors. At the 2009
Cleveland Youth and Adult Conference, we got
into a heavy discussion about getting the young
adults more involved on their local lodge level

and the national level. I was already an auditor
for my lodge, but that conference made me
take a step further to run for the Youth and Adult
Activities Director. In 2011 at the Minneapolis
Youth and Adult Conference, Tony Mravle Jr.
and I were discussing (after a session had
ended) that I should think about running for the
Region 1 position in the future. He told me I have
a bright future and great ideas and he thought
I would do well in the position. During this past
convention in Orlando, the position for Region
1 Director was open for elections appointed by
the board. The timing fell into place this time for
me. I’m young and I have some great ideas that
we need to start implementing to help pave the
way for the future of our beloved organization.

What do you hope to accomplish
this year?

Recently, I read a quote from Mark Cuban
who is an entrepreneur, owner of the Dallas
Mavericks and originally from Pittsburgh. Mr.
Cuban stated, “Wherever I see people doing
something the way it’s always been done, the
way its ‘supposed’ to be done, following the
same old trends, well, that’s just a big red flag to
me to go look somewhere else.” Life can quickly
become repetitive and we like to do the same
old things because it’s easy and less stressful.
People are reluctant to change. Mark Cuban
is right. We need to start accepting change
and thinking outside the box. With that being
said, my goal to accomplish this year is more
youth involvement within Region 1. I would like
to see more youth attend events and come to
meetings. If we want KSKJ Life to continue to
thrive like it is currently doing, we have to start
allowing and accepting the youth members
within our lodges to get more involved. We
need to start listening to their ideas and give
them a chance. Who cares in the end if the idea
was a success or a failure? The important part
is we let a young member express themselves
and their idea. It makes them feel wanted and
that their voices are being heard. We have
to start listening to them. If we don’t, we will
turn them away. They’re the future faces of our
organization.

4

The KSKJ Life Voice

Sams/Hockaday & Associates
sponsors Special Olympics Event
By Tony Mravle Jr.
Millikin University in Decatur, IL hosted a Special
Olympics Basketball event in November where
over 100 youth and adults showcased their
basketball skills by going through relay races
and contests, including some scrimmage
games.
Coordinated by in-house agency manager
Michael Sams, agents and families from
Sams/Hockaday & Associates came together
to assist the participants and cheer them on.
The enthusiasm from each participant was
infectious! We ended the event with a group
photo and each Special Olympics participant

was awarded a treat donated by Pepsi (and
they were pretty excited about that!). KSKJ Life
was proud to partner with Sams/Hockaday &
Associates to promote this event.
Sams/Hockaday & Associates, located in
Decatur, IL, has provided their clients with
KSKJ Life products since 2009. Owned by
principals Jeff Sams and John Hockaday,
the firm serves as the distribution partner for
KSKJ Life in Illinois and Indiana for Medicare
Supplement products, in addition to life and
annuity products.

Member memorial
Our prayers go out to the families of our
recently passed members. Claims have
been paid and a donation to the KSKJ
Life Scholarship Fund has been made on
behalf of each.

November 2014
Bresler, Jean - #169, Mayfield Hts., OH
Buczkowski, Roman - #65, Oak Creek, WI
Cigoi, Rose - #150, Orwell, OH
Doherty, Rose - #169, Hudson, FL
Farrell, Joseph - #44, Chicago, IL
Hrovat, Marie - #50, Pittsburg, PA
Janchar, Rudolph - #171, Kansas City, MO
Jurcin, Barbara - #79, Sayre, PA
Kerhin, Anton - #65, West Allis, WI
Korosa, Irene - #1, Burbank, IL
Markum, Robert - #153, Johnston, PA
Modrcin, Catherine - #115, Kansas City, KS
Nemanich, Joseph - #25, Trotwood, OH
Petrasic, Gerald - #42, Camp Hill, PA
Roney, Barbara - #153, Canonsburg, PA
Rupnick, Wanda - #50, East Palestine, OH
Smith, Nancy - #618, Marion, IL
Towne, Ann - #65, Dousman, WI
Yankovich, Elizabeth - #108, Eugene, OR
Zakrajsek, Lora - #146, Garfield Hights, OH
Zidar, Anton - #25, Cleveland, OH

In Memory Of
Irene Korosa - Burbank, IL
St. Stephen Lodge #1, $10
John F. Majdic - Vandling, PA
St. Aloysius Lodge #42, $10
Gerald Petrasic - Camphill, PA
St. Aloysius Lodge #42, $10

Top Left: Jeff Sams from Sams/Hockaday
Top Right: Husband of Diane Renner (Diane Renner in background)
Bottom: KSKJ Life home office staff and Sams/Hockaday staff (volunteers in red shirts)
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local lodge News & Events
Welcome to the new Local Lodge
News & Events section. To make
it easier for members and lodges,
we’re listing all calendar events and
lodge happenings in one easy-to-find
section. Enjoy!

Region 1
Pennsylvania, Connecticut & Washington d.c.

lodge #50
Pittsburgh, pa

Giving back at Christmas time
On Sunday December
7,
Blessed
Virgin
Lodge #50 held a
community
service
event in tandem with
their annual Children
and Adult Christmas
Party.
Fraternal
Activities Coordinator
Ashley Mikulan came
up a new idea. Since
part of KSKJ Life is
giving back to our
local communities, she
recommended
trying
something new and collecting toys for a local
charity or foundation (and what better way to
give back than at Christmas time?). Ashley
regularly listens to a local radio station in
Pittsburgh (WDVE) where former Pittsburgh
Steeler backup quarterback, Charlie Batch is a
guest DJ every Tuesday. He also talks football
and updates listeners about his foundation,
Best of Batch. Ashley decided then that Charlie
Batch’s foundation should be who Lodge #50
should target in the toy collection.
The mission of the Best for Batch Foundation
is to serve underprivileged youth through the
development of after-school programs, student
scholarship funds, essential school supplies,
playground restoration, and additional supplies,
such as binders, clips and paper, for teachers.

Annually, the Best for Batch Foundation
touches 3,100 kids in five different counties
and 13 different programs. Charlie does this
because he never wants another family to have
to go through what his family went through 17
years ago.
Lodge 50 members brought over $500 worth
of toys for the Best for Batch Foundation. Ryan
McConnell, Director of Operations, came to
Lodge 50’s Christmas Party on Sunday. He ate
lunch with us and even served as the Judge
of Honor for the Ugly Christmas Attire Contest.
He was overwhelmed with the generosity of
our members from the collection of toys to the
monetary donation we collected at our event as
well. Ryan spoke about the foundation and the
families that they provide for as well. Not only
does the Best for
Batch Foundation
serve children, but it
also will collect pots,
pans and dishes
for families who
do not have any or
lost them in a fire.
Ryan shared some
personal stories of
impacted children
and families that
have been helped
through the Best for
Batch Foundation.
Charlie, his wife and a few volunteers do a
toy drop-off at the local women’s shelter on
December 23. On Christmas Eve, Charlie and
his wife begin early in the morning to deliver
toys, pots and dishes to all the children and
families.
This event is also the second matching funds
event Lodge 50 has done this year. We matched
the donation of toys and money we’ve collected
and will present the Best for Batch Foundation a
check. The proceeds will go towards purchasing
toys for the children or homeware items for the
families. All donations and monies collected will
be kept within the Batch a Toy Drive. The Best
for Batch Foundation is not a widely known
organization in the city of Pittsburgh, and we

were pleased to help them out this Holiday
Season. We are looking forward to working with
them in the future. We are incredibly thankful
for the generosity that our members showed
during this time of year. For more information or
if you would like to donate or volunteer, please
visit www.batchfoundation.org.
Ashley Mikulan, Fraternal Activities

Region 2
Cleveland Area

lodge #226
cleveland, oh

Upcoming Events
Jan. 11
Next lodge meeting is in the American Slovenian
Hall on St. Clair at noon. At this meeting we
will have the installation of officers with an
adult New Years party following the meeting.
All members are more than welcome to come.
We will have a TV for the football game and
plenty of good food. Please let us know if you’re
coming so we do not run out of food.

former national board member
inducted into hall of fame

Congratulations to Tim, former National Board
member who was inducted into the Greater
Cleveland Softball Hall of Fame
Tim Klodnick, a member of Christ the King
Lodge in Cleveland, was recently inducted into
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local lodge News & Events
the Greater Cleveland Slow Pitch Softball Hall
of Fame as a participant in the Senior Division.
Tim’s individual and team accomplishments
in the Senior Division are outstanding. Being
selected for the Hall of Fame is a well-deserved
honor.
Tim, congratulations on your induction into the
Greater Cleveland Slow Pitch Softball Hall of
Fame. Best of luck to your future softball career.
Ron Zak Athletic/Youth Director

2015’s newly-elected lodge officers

Member, Tim Klodnick. Joe was president of the
lodge for most of those 35 years. Joe was one
of the instrumental leaders, along with Frank
Sega and Ray Zak, in building-up the lodge and
making it one of the most active lodges in the
organization.

Please keep all our members in your thoughts
and prayers, especially those who are ill.
Please feel free to contact me should you have
any questions or news to share.

Joe also has served on the KSKJ Life National
Board of Directors. This past summer at the
KSKJ Life National Convention at Disney
World, Joe was so pleasantly surprised by the
enthusiasm of our young adults in KSKJ Life
that he has decided to retire to make room for
younger members interested in taking part and
continuing to keep his lodge at the forefront of
all KSKJ Life lodges. Joe will still be around
to help with lodge events and available for
consultation.

Jean Marincic

Region 3
cleveland area

Top row from left: Chuck Potenga, Ray Yartz,
Ron Zak, Bill Urban, Carmon Frederico. Bottom
row from left: Stephanie Kurbos, Ray Zak, Erika
Kurbos, Rosemarie Zupancic.
Tim Klodnick

35 years of service

lodge #63
Cleveland, oh

Upcoming events
Jan. 26
We will hold our New Year Celebration and
Installation of Officers Meeting January 26
at 6:30 p.m. at the Slovenian National Home
(3563 East 80th Street in Cleveland). A Kraut
and Kielbasa dinner will be served. Please let
me know if you plan to attend. We have a year
full of activities planned and hope you join in on
some of the fun. All members should receive
a newsletter in the mail prior to the January
meeting.

Annual Christmas Party

Joe Rigler was recently presented with an award
for 35 years of service in Christ the King Lodge
#226 from former National Financial Board

Many thanks to all that attended the annual
Christmas party and donated to the food drive
and hat and mitten drive. Your kindness is
appreciated. We also hope that everyone who
attended the young adult event at the Hard
Rock Café enjoyed themselves–nothing like
a little fraternalism to warm a cold Cleveland
evening.

“Ostanejo Tople” (Stay Warm)

Lodge #146
Cleveland, OH

Upcoming Events

JAN. 16
Annual dinner at Harry’s Steakhouse on
Brecksville Road. We will meet there at 6:30
p.m. for dinner. RSVP due by January 13.
JAN. 23
Meeting at Quaker Steak and Lube on Canal
Road, Valley View. Meet there at 6:00 p.m. This
will be when we (hopefully) do the last-minute
planning and selling of squares so that we can
draw the numbers for the party.
FEB. 21
Tobogganing at the Metroparks Chalet in
Strongsville. We will meet there starting at
1:00 p.m. If possible, let me know if you plan
on attending so we can keep an eye out for
you. As an FYI, this was a very popular event
last year. The chutes do get pretty full starting
around 3:00 p.m. If you want to take a few quick
runs, I recommend you get there by 1:00 p.m.
MAR. 22
50-year member dinner at Sterle’s (E 55th).
Dinner will be at 4:00 p.m. More details to follow.

Lodge Update
The holiday season business has started.
We finished with Thanksgiving, only to be
bombarded with messages about the shortened
Christmas shopping season. Well, to me, it’s
not a shortened shopping schedule unless you
need the time to figure out what people need.
And for those who plan (not me), it probably
isn’t a big deal. Hopefully, I will not be one of
those out on the 23rd trying to find things and
then wrap them on the 24th.
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local lodge News & Events
December 7 was the Joint Lodge Christmas
Party. Prior to the party, we had our meeting
(the first in a while) and the election of officers.
No new officers were appointed at the meeting.
We elected our previous year’s slate. We did,
however, decide on the first quarter of events
and meetings:
First thing decided was our annual Super Bowl
party on February 1. It will be at St. Mary’s
auditorium. Details to follow in the next article.

Lodge #29, Lodge #108 and Lodge #143 were
in attendance.
Congratulations to Katie McGinnis and Stanley
Markun as they were the lucky winners of the
“240” raffle that was held.
Nominations and officer elections were held at
the December meeting. Your 2015 officers for
the Joliet KSKJ Lodges are as follows:
• President - Chris Zitko

So, we have a few events to look out for in the
quarter. Hopefully they will appeal to a wide
range of members.

• Vice-President - Pauline Mihelich

As a reminder, the Scholarship applications will
be due shortly. Start gathering info for them so
you are not pressed at the end.

• Trustees - Mike Vidmar and Maryann
McGinnis

Hope you youngsters are trying out for the ABC
bowling!
From all the officers, we wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed start to the New Year.
Josie Kmet, Secretary/Treasurer

Region 4
joliet area

Upcoming events
JAN. 6
Joliet Lodges Meeting - 7:00 p.m. at Town &
Country Lanes.
Announcement: The Illinois Federation Meeting
that was originally scheduled for Jan. 21 has
been canceled. Sorry for any inconvenience.

• Treasurer - Alan Mihelich
• Recording Secretary - Lynn Miller

• Joliet Lodges Reporter - Pauline Mihelich
• Sergeant-at-Arms - Louie Derlinga
Congratulations to all of you. Please note that
since no one else wanted to be a Joliet Lodges
Reporter, I volunteered my services again.
As for the Fraternal Activities Director, the
newly elected officers will perform the duties of
this position as a combined effort to continue
to have such activities as the Easter Egg Hunt,
Kids’ Christmas party and any other activities
that the Joliet Lodges put on. Who knows, we
may come up with a new idea or two.
Once again, Marge Gasperich will be sending
our Christmas cards more than 80 KSKJ
members. Thank you to Marge for doing this,
you always do a great job
Hope to see you at the next meeting.
Pauline Mihelich

Joliet Area Lodges Update

Lodge #2

7. With the departure of the long-standing
incumbent slate of officers, it was necessary to
find candidates for every position.
Rudy Mihelich, our Financial Secretary for the
last five decades, decided not to seek another
term, saying after 48 consecutive years in
office, it was time to step down. President
Rich Churnovic served 12 years as President
and did not seek another position while VicePresident Mike Miller and Recording Secretary
Nancy Churnovic did not accept nominations
for their positions, deciding 12 years on-the-job
was enough time served.
Gregg Vershay accepted the nomination
for President, Lydia Marquardt was elected
Financial Secretary, Lynn Miller was elected
Vice-President, and Jodi Wartenberg is our
new Recording Secretary.
Sylvia Churnovic became Fraternal Activities
Coordinator and Season Lawler was named
Assistant Fraternal Activities Coordinator.
The only standing officers to remain their
positions are Treasurer Juline Schumacher and
First Auditor Darrell Marquardt.
John Churnovic Sr. became Second Auditor,
and Kenny Mihelich was elected Third Auditor
to complete the roster of elected officers.
Fr. Timothy Andres was appointed Spiritual
Director and Sue Mihelich was named Sgt. at
Arms.

2015 Officers Installation Meeting
All new officers were sworn-in at the January
4 meeting at St. Joe’s Park Legion Room. A
luncheon was provided and door prizes were
awarded.

I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and
a safe New Year’s Eve. Let us hope that we’ll
be healthier and wealthier in 2015. It’s a new
year and there will be some changes with KSKJ
—hopefully for the better. So on with the news.

St. Joe’s Lodge #2 elects all new
officers for 2015

Newly-assigned Regional Director for Region
5, Theresa Krampac, attended the December
meeting and addressed the members. She is
looking forward to participating in our activities
and supporting our fraternal fundraisers.

On Tuesday, December 2, the Joliet KSKJ
lodges held their final meeting for 2014 at
T&C Bowling Lanes. Members from Lodge #2,

An excited group of members stepped up to fill
the roles of St. Joe’s Lodge #2 officers for 2015
at the lodge’s annual meeting on December

Members were reminded of the February 28th
-March 1 National Basketball and Volleyball
Tournaments in Waukegan. Games for junior

Joliet, IL
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members will also be introduced as part of the
activities that weekend.

held their annual Christmas Party at Al’s
Steakhouse with 28 members and 10 guests
in attendance. Everyone had a great time. A
fine luncheon was served. Our members and
guests had their choice of choosing from three
entries: Rib Eye Steak (house salad, vegetable
medley & baked potato), Half Broiled Chicken
(house salad, vegetable medley & mashed
potato), or Broiled Orange Roughy (house
salad, vegetable medley & rice pilaf). Everyone
enjoyed their meals immensely.

We extend our sympathies to the family of Lois
Parthun. She is the only lodge member that
passed away this month.

Members contributed to the St. John’s Food
Pantry by bringing canned goods to the meeting
in conjunction with the KSKJ Life-sponsored
Sally Furlich Food Drive.
Attendance Award winners at the December
meeting were Rich Churnovic and Sue Mihelich.
Door prizes were awarded to Sylvia, John,
John Jr., Audrey, Nancy & Rich Churnovic, Lori
Bond, Season Lawler, Charity Vidican, Darrell
& Lydia Marquardt, Rudy & Ken Mihelich, Mike
Miller, Ray Glavan, Lou Welz, Gregg Vershay,
and Fr. Tim Andres.
Rich Churnovic, President

Lodge #29
Joliet, IL

Upcoming Events
MAR. 8
Meeting at St. Joe’s Park for a Chili Cook-Off at
11:00 a.m.

Graduation Announcement
Nicholas A. Vidmar, KSKJ Life college
scholarship winner, graduated on December 13
from the University of St. Francis, Class of 2014,
manga cume laude, with B.A. degrees in both
History and Psychology. Nicholas was inducted
into Duns Scotus (USF Honor Society, four year
Fellow), Delta Epsilon Sigma (National Catholic

Honor Society), Phi Alpha Theta (National
History Honor Society), and Psi Chi (National
Psychology Honor Society). Nicholas is a 2007
graduate of St. Joseph Grade School and a
2011 graduate of Joliet Catholic Academy.
Nicholas is a member of St. Francis Lodge #29
and was elected as a Lodge Auditor at the last
annual meeting. He was a National Convention
delegate in Orlando, FL and attended the 2014
KSKJ Life Youth Conference. Nicholas is the
son of Sandra and Michael Vidmar, National
Financial Board member.

Lodge #108
joliet, IL

New years greetings

Also, at our Christmas Party we honored our
50-year members. There were a total of six
members that were honored. They were David
Draksler, Raymond Lesnik, Sandra M. Mercier,
Benjamin J. Morris, Sally M. Sterioti and Mary
Lee Strahanoski. Congratulations to all of you
for having 50 years of continuous membership
with St. Genevieve Lodge #108.
Besides honoring our 50-year members, we
also held nominations and elections of officers
for the coming year. Congratulations to the
following:
• President - Alan Mihelich
• Vice President- Chuck Kramer
• Financial Secretary/Treasurer - Pauline
Mihelich
• Recording Secretary - Catherine Kramer
• Fraternal Activities Coordinator - Maryann
McGinnis

Happy New Year my friends! I hope everyone
had a Merry Christmas. I know I did.

• First Auditor - Judy Hann

But before I write about the wonderful
Christmas Party that we had, I would like to
inform you about something. Due to the current
set of by-laws, it is stated that the term for the
lodge President be limited to 12 years. With
that being said, as of December 31, my term as
lodge President for St. Genevieve Lodge #108
ended. But don’t worry my friends, I still will be
active in our lodge in one way or another. So,
this will be my last article I will be submitting as
lodge President. Enough about this–it’s on to a
recap of our Christmas Party.

• Third Auditor - Mary Lee Strahanoski

On December 7, St. Genevieve Lodge #108

• Second Auditor - Joyce Korst
• Sgt. at Arms - Helen Walsh
As we have done in previous years, St.
Genevieve Lodge #108 collects canned goods
and makes a monetary donation to the Guardian
Angel Home - Groundwork Services. This year,
we collected canned goods worth about $250
and a monetary donation of $125. A big “thank
you” goes out to all the members who brought
canned goods or made a monetary donation at
the Christmas Party. Without your generosity,
we could not have done this. Thank you.
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Once again, have a safe and prosperous new
year.

From the left: Alan Mihelich (Lodge President),
Charles Kramer (Vice President), Catherine
Kramer (Recording Secretary), Pauline
Mihelich (Financial Secretary/Treasurer), Judy
Hann (Auditor), Joyce Korst (Auditor), Maryann
McGinnis (Fraternal Activities Coordinator),
Helen Walsh (Sergeant-at-Arms) and Mary Lee
Strahanoski (Auditor).
Pauline Mihelich, President

Region 5
chicago, waukegan & indianapolis

Lodge #52
Indianapolis, IN

Upcoming events
Jan. 17
Sausage Feast: $20 per adult, dinner served
from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at the Slovenian
National Home. Your choice of fresh, smoked
or blood sausage served with sauerkraut,
potatoes and bread. To reserve your dinner,
contact
Rick
Brodnik
(317-292-3505,
rick.brodnik74@gmail.com) or Paul Barbarich
(317-858-2484, barbaric@aol.com).

Region 6
Wisconsin

Regional update
Our annual Christmas party took place on
December 7, to the delight of 32 young
members of our lodge and St. Mary’s #79. It
was also attended by moms, dads, grandmas
and grandpas who enjoyed the afternoon of
bowling, pizza and a visit with Santa! With thanks
to Judy Derra, Ninja Turtle and felt ornaments
were created by our juvenile members under
her guidance. There were several lucky door
prize winners, but the biggest winner was the
Our Lady of Humility Food Pantry which was
the beneficiary of 101 pounds of canned goods
and non-perishable items collected. Thanks to
all our donors from the Waukegan lodges for
your generosity.
Welcome to Ray Dolence who was elected as
Lodge Auditor at our December meeting. He
will join the returning members of the board
who were re-elected to serve in 2015. Stepping
down to enjoy retirement are Bob Cvik and
Roger Cvik. Bob has served thirteen years as
an officer, eleven of which were as Treasurer.
Roger has served for four years as our Sgt. at
Arms. Thank you both for your years of service
and your commitment to our lodge and the
organization.
The National Basketball tournament is right
around the corner (the weekend of Feb 28 March 1). In addition, the women’s Volleyball
tournament, which was started in Milwaukee,
is back! It will run in conjunction with the
aforementioned basketball games. The Field
House in Waukegan will be the host site for
these contests between the lodges of KSKJ
Life. Volunteers are needed to help make
this weekend a success. Please contact Sue
Dolence (our Fraternal Activities Coordinator)
to volunteer and to register your teams.
May God bless us all in 2015.

Upcoming Events
Jan. 11
Installation meeting at Bertrand Lanes will begin
at 9:15 a.m. Refreshments will be served.

Victoria Drinka

Lodge #65
Milwaukee, WI

Christmas Talent Show

This year’s Christmas party and talent show
featured a special visit from Santa!

Congratulations 50-Year members!
Congratulations to our 50-year members who
have been invited to be our guests at the
Annual Christmas Party. They include Kenneth
Zeman, Jeffrey Shimetz, William Davis Jr.,
Lori Yaklich, Josephine Schwichtenberg, John
Schwichtenberg, Paul Moede, John Moede,
Roberta Marolt, Debra Guzlicki, Joseph
Adamczyk and David Adamczyk.
The early part of 2015 will be a busy and
active one. The Tony Verbick Fraternal Bowling
Tournament is set for January 10 and will take
place at the Lucky Lanes on So. 51st and W.
Howard Ave. at 11:00 a.m. If interested, please
call Jim Stoltmann at 699-1106.
The National Basketball Tournament will be
held on February 28 - March 1 in Waukegan, IL.
The 3rd Annual Charlie Mouradian Memorial
Nine Pin Bowling Tournament will be held on
March 8. There will more information coming in
the following issues of the Voice. All proceeds
from this event will go to our Educational Grant
Fund.
Our lodge will once again host the National
Bowling Tournament on April 18 - 19 at the
Classic Lanes in South Milwaukee. Socials will
be held at the K Ranch. Please check the Voice
for more information.
Who’s making a New Years Resolution to
attend our monthly meetings?
May you all have a Very Merry and Blessed
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Christmas and a Happy and a Prosperous
2015.
Nasvidenje
Edmar Mici Bregant

Lodge #144
Sheboygan, WI

Way to go girls!

left: Laila Shircel, Jacob Thill, Sadie Burich.
Third row from left: Trenton Udovich, Matthew
Steffen, Olivia Fenske. Not pictured: Camillo
Bougher.

Juvenile Christmas Party
The annual Juvenile Christmas Party was held
on December 7 at Blue Harbor Water Park.

Duluth, MN

50-year members

lodge update
I hope everyone had a nice holiday season.
How many of you made New Years resolutions?
Now how many of you are like me, and broke
them already?
At the November Fraternal Board meeting
that was held in Joliet, we were informed that
the KSKJ Life Scholarship Program is being
revised. Once the final t’s are crossed and the
i’s dotted, the criteria will be published in the
Voice and lodges will get more information. The
students will be notified in fall if they met that
criteria. The deadline for applying will not be
February 1 as in previous years.

Paige Fenske (center) and her sisters Morgan
(left) and Olivia (right) are members of Lodge
# 144 and wanted to make a difference this
Christmas season. They held a hot dog and
bake sale at their grandpa’s Christmas tree lot.
They raised over $700 for St. Jude Children’s
Hospital

Lodge #171

The National Basketball & Volleyball Tournament
is going to be held in Waukegan, IL on February
28. I would like to get any high school aged girls
or (for that matter) any women that would be
interested in playing volleyball to please call me.
I would like to get a group of people together
that would represent our lodge in the event. It is
just a fun time. No real competition. I now have
the two Waukegan lodges in my region, so let’s
support their event! Call me at 458-1469 and
have a great day in Waukegan.
The Juvenile Bowling Tournament information
will be in my next article. Please remember to
look for it. The tournament is usually held either
the first or second Saturday in March.
Since we had to change our meeting date, I am
unable to list our 2015 officers. Stay tuned for
my next article.

Congratulations to Jeff Stojevich and Dorothy
Janchar, 50-year members for Lodge #171.
Accepting the award for their son, Jeff, is John
and Polly Stojevich. Accepting for Dorothy
Janchar is Joe and Alice Janchar. Also pictured
are Sharon Bucar and Pat Ibriks.

Welcome officers for 2015. In front, Barb Larson
(Fraternal Activities Coordinator), Mary Spehar
White (President), Sharno Bucar (SecretaryTreasure). In back: Joe Jagunich (Recording
Secretary), Frank B. Bucar (Vice President),
Mark Spehar (Auditor), Frank Bucar (Sgt. at
Arms).

Patricia Slapnick, President

Region 7
Minnesota & michigan

Pictured above: Front row from left: Kaitlyn
Udovich, Brayden Udovich. Second Row from

Continued on page 12
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• Vice President - Richard Zabukovic
• Financial Secretary - Danny Golob

games that the Scholarship recipients were
manning.

• Treasurer - Eileen Krasovec Perez

Bernice Krasovec, Correspondent

• Recording Secretary - Judy Chandler
• Fraternal & Youth Director - Megan
Gregorich

Santa visits St. Elizabeth’s Lodge #171. Youth
members gather around Santa at the recent
Christmas Party. Pictured around Santa
clockwise are: Peter Patronas, Rachel and
Alex Larson, Maija and Anja Bucar, Candie
Brown, Frank B. Bucar holding son Brian, and
Elizabeth Blazevic.

Region 8
colorado, california, montana & kansas

Lodge #7
Pueblo, co

Upcoming Events
Jan. 19
The Regular Lodge meeting will be the third
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. until the
new slate of officers make a change.

St. Joseph Lodge update
The St. Joseph annual meeting was held on
December 7 and was preceded by Reverend
Richard Gielow celebrating the First Sunday of
Advent Mass for present members. Following
the mass, the monthly meeting agenda was
completed which included minutes read that
became a history of the lodge to date. The
meeting then progressed to the election and
appointment of the slate of members who will
serve St. Joseph lodge during 2015.
Those selected for Lodge #7 for 2015 are:
• President - Rudy Krasovec

Other News & Notes

• Asst. Fraternal Youth Director - Jonathon
Jesik

Send in your lodge update

• First Auditors - Joe Zorc , Lucille Zabukovic
& Renee Zakavec

Remember to send your lodge news and events
to voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of
each month.

• Sentinel - Vince Perez
• Facility & Building Director - John
Chrisman
• Asst. Facility & Building Director - Kenny
Jesik
• Spiritual Advisor - Rev. Richard Gielow,
C.M.
• Membership Committee - Jeanette Jensen,
Josephine Martellaro & Lucille Jesik

KSKJ Life Gone Social
In addition to the new KSKJ Life brand,
we’re getting more active on social media.
Join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter
and even Instagram by using #kskjlife to
tag any posts or pictures. Your posts will be
featured in the new Member Pulse section on
kskjlife.com.

• Correspondent - Bernice Krasovec
• Asst. Correspondent - Angela Perez
Following the election and the business athand, a delicious brunch was served.
As former officers, Bill & Joyce Kocman and
Harvey Koshak have stepped-down from the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer positions
respectively. Members took a moment to
thank them and to be reminded of the fantastic
service that they played in KSKJ Life. Their
untiring support of the lodge for many decades
have made our organization the successful
fraternalism that is our heritage. They vow that
their support will continue to always to be there
and to bolster those who have now vowed to fill
their “shoes.”
The Children’s Christmas party was held on
December 13. Children and grandchildren,
members and guests were treated to the magic
of the infamous “Mr. Ed” and his enjoyably
magical presentation. After a huge number of
presents were given out, the young (and not so
young) were happy to greet Santa. Some took
pictures with him and accepted a bag of candy
as they went on their way for the hot dogs and

We Connect
For Life
KSKJ Life Home Office

2439 Glenwood ave., joliet, IL 60435
1-800-THE-KSKJ | kskjlife.com

