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The members of KSKJ Life 
congratulate the Republic of 
Slovenia as they celebrate 
their 25th anniversary of 
independence. 

In 1991, the Republic 
of Slovenia became an 
independent state. This 
was a monumental event 
in Slovenian history as they 

struggled for freedom for more than 1,300 years. 
For so long, all they could do was dream of freedom. 
Today, because of the courage of many Slovenes, 
freedom and independence have become a reality. 
Their exemplary leadership over the past 25 years 
has provided the Republic of Slovenia with an 
exceptional future.

Twenty-five years ago, KSKJ Life took an active 
leadership role in supporting Slovenia in their effort 
to become independent. Former National President, 
Eugene Kogovsek, called on all members to stand 
up and support the Slovenian Independence 
movement. He wrote in the KSKJ Life Glasilo (The 
Voice), “Now is the time for all people who believe in 
the right of a people to be free, and independent to 
call and write their elected officials at all levels.” Not 
only did our members rally their support, but so did 
numerous other fraternal organizations, churches 

and American-Slovenian communities everywhere. 
The motto of our early KSKJ Life immigrants to the 
United States was, “V SLOGI JE MOC” or “Strength 
in Unity.” So it is with pride that along with the many 
friends and relatives from our homeland, we stand 
together on this special occasion of celebration.

The following are a few of the many events 
taking place this month commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of Slovenia:

• KSKJ Life and SNPJ (Slovene National Benefit 
Society) will be co-sponsoring a celebration 
of the 25th anniversary on June 9 from 6 – 8 
p.m. at the SNPJ Lodge #106 Banquet Hall 
in Imperial, PA. Honored guests will include 
Mr. Gorazd Žmavc, Minister for Slovenians 
Abroad for the Republic of Slovenia, and Dr 
Zvone Žigon, Secretary, Ministry of Slovenians 
Abroad for the Republic of Slovenia. Blessed 
Virgin Lodge #50 will be receiving a KSKJ 
Life Cultural Grant to help sponsor this event. 
For more information about this event, please 
contact Bob Lokar at 724-831-0611 or email 
rjlokarjr@gmail.com. 

• St. Veronica Lodge #115 in Kansas City, KS, 
and Holy Family Social Club is sponsoring 
a “Wine and Food Tasting of Slovenia” in 
celebration of the 25th anniversary. It will be 

held Friday, June 24, at 6:30 p.m. in Monsignor 
Mejak Hall located at 513 Ohio, Kansas City, 
KS. The cost of the tickets are $30. For more 
information, please call Julie Schneller at 816-
797-8623.

• The USPEH Organization will be celebrating 
the 25th anniversary on June 26 at Triglav Park 
in Milwaukee, WI. (St. John the Evangelist 
Lodge #65 is part of this organization.) 
There will be a Mass at 11 a.m. with a dinner 
following. There will be also be a short 
program, music and refreshments.

The Slovenian Embassy website (www.washington.
embassy.si) and the Slovenia 25 website (www.
slovenia25.si) are both great resources for additional 
information about Slovenia’s 25th anniversary.

Congratulations to the Republic of Slovenia on this 
great accomplishment!

RUDY KRASOVEC
KSKJ Life Chair of the Board
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Dr. Bozo Cerar, the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Slovenia to the United States, visited Colorado 
and made a special trip to the Pueblo community 
to meet with local Slovenes. The ambassador was 
accompanied by Mr. Lucky Vidmar, who is the 
Slovenian Honorary Counsel in Denver. During his 
visit to Pueblo, the Ambassador was honored at a 
breakfast held at Park East Restaurant with local 
dignitaries, elected officials and representatives of 
the Slovenian community. 

Upon his arrival, he was given a boutonnière by 
Eileen Kaplan from the Slovenian Union of America 
SUA, who was dressed in traditional Slovenian 
attire. Several city officials presented him with a 
proclamation making April 30, 2016, the day of his 
visit, as “His Excellency Dr. Bozo Cerar Day in the 
City of Pueblo Colorado.” Ray Kogovsek, former 
U.S. Congressman and retired Slovene Honorary 
Counsel, and Rudy Krasovec, KSKJ Life Financial 
Board Chair, served as hosts for the Ambassador’s 
visit. Following the breakfast, the Ambassador 
toured the Gorsich Technology Center at Pueblo 
Community College. Dr. Patty Erjavec, College 
President and her staff provided an extensive tour of 
the educational center, which focuses on technology 
and manufacturing. The building is named in honor 
of Fred “Fritz” Gorsich, who was a KSKJ Life 
member and first generation Slovenian. His family 
owned and operated a neighborhood grocery store. 
In 1994, he passed away and gave $3 million to the 
college to build the Advanced Technology Center.   

Dr. Patty Erjavec, President of Pueblo Community 
College, welcomes Ambassador Dr. Bozo Cerar to 
the Gorsich Advanced Technology Center.           

The Ambassador then visited the Gornick Slovenian 
Library and St. Mary’s Genealogy Center. There he 
shared and exchanged books with them. He also 
was able to tour the Slovenian section of Roselawn 
Cemetery where many of the pioneer immigrants 
to the United States from Slovenia are buried.   

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 
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Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
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other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 
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After leaving Pueblo, the Ambassador returned to 
Denver to attend the Colorado Military Ball with 
the National Guard Association of Colorado. The 
Slovenian Armed Forces and the Colorado National 
Guard have had a long-term partnership. According 
to the press release, “The Colorado Air National 
Guard trains Slovenian pilots as part of a reciprocal 
agreement between the state and Slovenia.”  

Bernice Krasovec, (left) Curator for the Gornick 
Slovenian Library, listens to Ambassador Dr. Bozo 
Cerar (far left) as he is filmed by the TV camera 
from the NBC affiliate in Pueblo. Sitting at the table 
are Ray Kogovsek, former U.S. Congressman and 
retired Honorary Slovene Counsel, with wife Linda 
Kogovsek.    

Ambassador Dr. Bozo Cerar met with Library staff 
members Joan Mihalick (left) and Bernice Krasovec, 
(right). Standing in the rear (right) is Bob Blazich 
from the Slovenian Genealogy Center.

The visit was truly a special and memorable event 
for the Pueblo Slovenian-American community. 
The Ambassador said later in an email, “Thank you 
once again for the Saturday morning in Pueblo that 
I shall remember for years to come.” Sponsors for 
the events were the Greater Pueblo Chamber of 
Commerce, the Pueblo Sister City Commission, 
Donald and Shirley Anzlovar, WSA Fraternal Life, 
Danny and Lisa Golob, Slovenian Union of America 
SUA, Preseren Glee Club, Al and Norma Becco 
and KSKJ Life Lodges #7 (St. Joseph) and #104 
(Immaculate Conception).     

Rudy Krasovec

SLOVENIAN AMBASSADOR CERAR 
VISITS COLORADO
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The month of April was a busy time for our members 
as three notable events, the National Bowling 
Tournament, the Student Athlete Recognition 
and Award program, and the Alternative Bowling 
Competition (ABC) concluded. 

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT

I have always said KSKJ Life bowling tournaments 
are a great way to compete against other members 
from across the organization. But it is the people you 
meet at these tournaments and the fraternalism you 
share that will keep you coming back.   

This statement proved true again in 2016 as teams 
from the greater Cleveland area, Indianapolis, Joliet, 
Milwaukee, Steelton, Strabane and Waukegan came 
together for the 44th annual KSKJ Life National 
Bowling Tournament in Parma, OH.   

The weekend kicked off with a Friday night get-
together and closed on Sunday wrapping up the 
three-, six- or nine-game weekend competition.

I would like to thank Jean Marincic and her crew 
from St. Lawrence Lodge #63 Cleveland for hosting 
this annual favorite. I think I speak for everyone who 
attended when I say job well done.

Hope to see everyone at the 45th annual National 
Bowling Tournament next spring in Waukegan. 
Please see Lodge #63 news on page 8 for more 
details of the tournament.

ALTERNATIVE BOWLING COMPETITION (ABC)

The Alternative Bowling Competition (ABC), which 
had new rules for its fourth year, saw its best turnout 
to date. In order to get even more of our youth 
members interested in the game of bowling, the 
age limit was expanded from ages 5-15 to 0-15, and 
a second division for bumper bowling was added. 
At the close of the competition, 66 of our members 
bowled with 40 registering for bumper bowling and 
26 for straight bowling. Random winners from each 
division were selected and will receive a KSKJ Life 
Bowling Pin bank.

Congratulations to all of you, and looking forward to 
doing it again.    

NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

If you have even a mild interest in the game of golf, 
you won’t want to miss the third annual National Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, June 25. The one-day 
tournament will be played at the Bonnie Brook Golf 
Course in Waukegan, IL, and the format will be a 
four-person scramble. It’s hosted by Lodge #53 and 
Lodge #79. Tee time is set for 1 p.m. 

The cost is $65 a person and $260 per team. The 
ticket includes a round of golf, a golf cart, dinner 
and more. The tournament will be played as a four-
person scramble. Each team must have at least two 
KSKJ Life members on it. All skill levels are invited 
to participate. 

The registration deadline is Wednesday, June 15. 
Please send entries and a check to John Deram 
at 15843 Aime Lane, Wadsworth, IL 60083. The 
tournament is limited to the first 30 teams, so please 
don’t delay! For more information, contact John 
Deram at kskjwaukeganathletics@yahoo.com, or 
MaryLou Stefanick at marylou.stefanick@kskjlife.
com. The tournament rules and entry form can be 
found on our website’s Athletics page, and on our 
KSKJ Life Athletics/Activities Facebook page.  

MaryLou Stefanick, National Director of Athletics

SPRING ACTIVITIES WRAP UP

MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our recently 

passed members. Claims have been paid and a 

donation to the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Fund 

has been made on behalf of each.

APRIL & MAY 2016
Regis Kobert - Lodge #153, Juno Beach, FL

Agnes Tomc - Lodge #169, Euclid, OH

Rose Siarka - Lodge #25, Willowick, OH

Margaret Frank - Lodge #150, Sun City Center, FL

James Pechauer - Lodge #65, Oak Creek, WI

Patricia Chantes - Lodge #603, Massillon, OH

Ellen Morgan - Lodge #618, Peoria, IL

Columba Navarro - Lodge #42, Harrisburg, PA

Derik Sinclair - Lodge #604, Evansville, IN

Laverne Schuyler - Lodge #98, Homer Glen, IL

Ernest Martin, Sr. - Lodge #253, San Luis Obispo, 
CA

Rose Ulma - Lodge #265, West Allis, WI

Frances Fabbre - Lodge #108, Saint Louis, MO

Grace Beissel - Lodge #44, Tinley Park, IL

Janet Skalko - Lodge #59, Duluth, MN

Helen Krause - Lodge #29, Joliet, IL

Andrea Medved - Lodge #29, Joliet, IL
IN MEMORY OF 

Delores Tomac - Lodge #29, Crest Hill, IL
William M. Colonna, $20

David M. Cavalieri - Lodge #42, Vandling, PA
St. Aloysius Lodge #42, $10

Columba M. Navarro - Lodge #42, Harrisburg, PA 
St. Aloysius Lodge #42, $10

Frances Petric - Lodge #53, Mequon, WI 
Mary Chamernik, $20

Frank Belmont - Lodge #79, Gurnee, IL
Mary Chamernik, $20

Doris Skull - Lodge #171, Duluth, MN
John Skull, $10

Teresa Shega - Lodge #196, Apple Valley, MN
Blessed Virgin of Help Lodge #196, $10
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Ten random winners were selected from the list, and 
each will receive a $100 award from KSKJ Life.

MaryLou Stefanick, National Athletic Director

The wide variety of sports and activities our 
members compete in always amazes me. While we 
still see favorites (such as football, basketball and 
baseball) lacrosse, track and field, and cheerleading 
are gaining in popularity. 

The Student Athlete program continues to draw 
interest from our many young adult members from 
across the country. This school year wrapped up the 
program’s eighth year, which was opened to high 
school students only. 

KSKJ LIFE RECOGNIZES 2015-2016 STUDENT ATHLETES

CLAIRE DAWYOT 
Kennett High School  
Bishop Baraga Lodge #257  
Landenberg, PA 

ALYSSA RAINEY
Schaumburg High School 
St. John the Baptist Lodge #143
Plainfield, IL

MOLLY DEVINE 
St. James Academy
St. Veronica Lodge #115
Lenexa, KS 

IAN SIERZEGA
Lockport Township High School
St. Stephen Lodge #1
Homer Glen, IL

KATE MIHELICH
Joliet Catholic Academy
St. Joseph Lodge #2
Joliet, IL

RACHAEL STANKIEWICZ 
Solon High School
Christ the King Lodge #226
Solon, OH

KATHERINE PRAISER 
Tremper High School
St. Mary #79 
Pleasant Prairie, WI

MADELINE WOHLETZ
St. James Academy
St. Veronica Lodge #115
Lawrence, KS

WILLIAM SNYDER
West Geauga High School
St. Joseph Lodge #146
Novelty, OH

MATTHEW JESIK
South High School
St. Joseph Lodge #7
Pueblo, CO

HONORABLE MENTION 

Mike Bassier - St. Mary Lodge #79 
Warren Township High School, Gurnee, IL

Nathan Bilski - Christ the King Lodge #226 
Lakewood High School, Lakewood, OH 

Bridget Bishop - St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 
Boylan Catholic High School, Caledonia, IL

Erin Bishop - St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 
Boylan Catholic High School, Caledonia, IL

Christopher Cervi - St. Joseph Lodge #7 
Pueblo South High, Pueblo, CO

Tara Devine - St. Veronica Lodge #115 
Saint James Academy, Lenexa, KS

Marisa Finazzo - St. Joseph Lodge #169 
Gilmour Academy, Willoughby Hills, OH

Zora Mihelich - St. Joseph Lodge #2 
Joliet Catholic Academy, Joliet, IL

Jacob Mihelich - St. Joseph Lodge #2
Joliet Catholic Academy, Joliet, IL

Andy Mihelich - St. Joseph Lodge #2
Joliet Catholic Academy, Joliet, IL

Zachary Pogorelec - St. Elizabeth Lodge #171 
St. Francis High School, Andover, MN

Jacob Rainey - St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 
Schaumburg High School, Plainfield, IL

Stephanie Schmitt - St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 
Minooka Community High School, Joliet, IL

Jenna Skull - St. Elizabeth Lodge #171 
Duluth Denfeld, Duluth, MN
 
Nick Zakelj - Christ the King Lodge #226 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School, Broadview 
Heights, OH

Zoe Zamora - St. Stephen Lodge #1 
Walter Payton College Prep, Chicago, IL 
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CHARITY BEGINS AT THE HOME OFFICE 
“Charity begins at home, is the voice of the world”

Sir Thomas Browne, 1642

The KSKJ Life Home Office staff got seriously silly 
for a good cause. Employees collected dozens of 
canned goods and non-perishable items that were 
donated to Hands of Hope in Joliet, IL. This food 
drive was done in conjunction with Walgreen’s “Red 
Nose Day,” which is a national campaign to help fight 
child poverty. The money used to purchase the red 
noses goes toward charities working to deliver the 
basic needs of children living in poverty. The Home 
Office decided to go one step further and collect the 
canned goods that could be donated directly to a 
local charity.  

KSKJ Life would like to thank Eric Gurnitz from 
Aerial Productions for graciously donating his time 
and talent to photograph the staff proudly wearing 
their red noses.

EDUCATIONAL GRANT SPOTLIGHT: MARIAH STOJEVICH

The KSKJ Life Home Office staff sporting 
their red noses. Photo by Eric Gurnitz, Aerial 
Productions.

A few of the many items that were collected and 
donated to the Hands of Hope food pantry.

MEET MARIAH 
STOJEVICH
Mariah Stojevich has a 
heart for serving others. 
In 2015, she was awarded 
a KSKJ Life Educational 
Grant for her scholastic 
achievements and service 
to the community. 

Mariah is originally from Grand Rapids, MN, where 
she is a member of St. Elizabeth Lodge #171. 
Currently, she is studying at Lake Superior College 
to pursue a career as a Physical Therapist Assistant, 
and volunteers for organizations such as the Special 
Olympics swim team. 

“Life revolves around serving other people, making 
yourself a better person and making the world a 
better place,” Mariah said. 

You, too, can be like Mariah and apply for a KSKJ 
Life Educational Grant this summer. 

KSKJ LIFE EDUCATIONAL GRANT 
PROGRAM
In an effort to continue the advancement of 
the program, we introduced the KSKJ Life 
Educational Grant Program, which is open to all 
members who meet the requirements.

WHO
• KSKJ Life members who attend an eligible 

high school or college

WHY
• KSKJ Life supports young adult members 

as they pursue education

WHAT
• One-time $1,000 education grant

HOW
• Applications can be submitted online 

between September 1 - 30. Eligibility 
details on the KSKJ Life website

DETAILS AT KSKJLIFE.COM/GRANTS
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2015 KSKJ LIFE FINANCIAL REPORT
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Cooke, Lodge #219 auditor and  great-grandmother 
of Grace.

LODGE #29

Members of St. Francis Lodge #29 present a 
Matching Funds check to the St. Anne’s Church 
pancake crew. Pictured left to right: Melanie Keltz 
(member of St. Anne’s Church and Lodge #29), 
Kathy Lovati (Lodge #29), Rexie Affinito (St. Anne’s), 
Gerri Williams (St. Anne’s) & Judy Corum (Lodge 
#29). St. Anne’s is located in Crest Hill, IL.

 

Lodge #29 officers Karen Coleman and Debbie 
Zelinski prepare the coffee at the pancake breakfast.

LODGE #79

Students and faculty of Cristo Rey St. Martin College 
Prep School in Waukegan, show their appreciation 
to St. Mary Lodge #79 officers MaryLou Stefanick, 
Hank Govekar, and Vickie Hammergren, who 
presented the proceeds from their lodge’s recent 
Matching Funds event at an all school assembly. 

KSKJ Life Agent Ron Niemala with Minnesota 
Federation President Tony Menart and Gloria 
Leseman, dessert server.

LODGE #219

Elizabeth Kusar, financial Secretary of Lodge #219 
presents Father John Betters, pastor of Sts. Robert 
and William Catholic Church in Euclid, OH, and Meg 
Cosgriff, principal of the school, with their Matching 
Funds check. The funds will be used for the new 
playground and scholarships. 

Representatives from Sts. Robert and William 
School and KSKJ Life Lodge #219 are pictured in 
front of the new playground equipment that was 
built in honor of Elin Cooke. Left to right: Martha 
Dodd, Principal for Student Success; Meg Cosgriff, 
Executive Principal; Father John Betters, Pastor; 
Grace Cooke, sixth grader and daughter of Elin; 
Loretta Brown, Lodge #219  President; and  Mary 

MATCHING FUNDS UPDATE

LODGE #59

On April 20, Lodge #59 participated with Care 
Partners for a Matching Funds Event. Care Partners 
is a group that helps cancer patients on the Iron 
Range with expenses while they are receiving 
treatment. Their big annual event is a Swedish 
meatball supper. Our lodge members showed 
up early to put out desserts, set tables and greet 
people, and stayed late to bus tables and clean up. 
They appreciated our help and we had a great time 
helping!

Our lodge youth serving as busboys: Aidan Loftstrom 
and Kaeden Mavec.

JOIN THE RACE TO 100

In just one minute, you can make a difference.

If you haven’t done so already, please consider 
participating in the Race to 100 Campaign. 
The process takes about one minute, and your 
efforts do make a difference. 

To participate, visit Raceto100.org. Follow the 
easy instructions and a letter will automatically 
be sent to your Representative. We invite KSKJ 
Life members and their family and friends to 
take part. You do not have to be a KSKJ Life 
member to support the campaign. 

VISIT RACETO100.ORG TO PARTICIPATE 
TODAY.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

LODGE #63
CLEVELAND, OH

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
What a weekend it was! The weather was beautiful, 
the people were beautiful and the bowling was 
good. I think I can safely say that everyone had 
a great time and the weekend was filled with true 
fraternalism. The event started with a meet and greet 
social at the Crown Plaza Hotel on Friday. Nearly 
100 people attended. There was great conversation, 
refreshments and live button box music. What more 
can a Slovenian ask for?

St. Lawrence #63 and Cleveland Tournament 
planning committee.

Rob Rafaj (Steelton), Deanne Short (Cleveland) and 
Brenda(Steelton) pose with the St. Lawrence  Sign – 
Fraternal-“ism what its all about.”

On Saturday afternoon, team events took place 
with 27 teams participating—Indianapolis, Joliet, 
Pittsburgh, Steelton, Waukegan and Milwaukee all 
sent bowlers. The Saturday evening social at the 

We will be collecting non-perishable goods for St. 
Malachi Center. They do a wonderful job helping 
those in need in the Cleveland area. Donations 
will be collected at the check-in table. Some of the 
items on their wish list include tissues, Styrofoam 
plates, napkins, paper towels, trash bags, liquid 
soap, laundry and dish-washing detergent, toilet 
paper, gallon Ziploc bags, grocery store gift cards, 
applesauce, canned vegetables, canned soup, 
jams, cake mixes, canned chicken, vegetable oil, 
fruit juices, instant rice, pancake mix and syrup, 
coffee, boxed potatoes, deodorants, chap sticks, 
and travel size lotions. If everyone brings just one 
item, we can help a lot of people in need. 

If you are planning on attending, let the contact 
person from your lodge know before Sunday, July 
3. We need an accurate count to make sure that we 
have enough food and beverages for all. 

Following are the contact persons from each lodge:

• Lodge #63: Jeanne Marincic, 440-526-8658

• Lodge #146: Josie Kmet, 216-267-4866

• Lodge #150: Elaine Peskar, 440-503-8312 or 
at Peskarelaine@juno.com

• Lodge #226: Chuck Potenga, 440-582-5169 or 
cpotenga@wowway.com or Tim Klodnick 440-
526-6431 or tklodnick@cox.net

The free picnic is made possible by the proceeds 
from the 50/50 raffle tickets that will be sold at the 
picnic. You can purchase them at the check-in table. 
The picnic would not be possible without this 50/50 
raffle. 

DIRECTIONS TO ODDFELLOWS FARM:  
Take I-271 from either the north or south to I-422 east 
toward Warren. Take I-422 and exit at the Harper 
Rd/Cochrane Rd exit. Go right toward Glenwillow. 
Continue on Cochrane Rd for three miles until you 
reach Austin Powder Rd. Take a right on Austin 
Powder Rd. As soon as you cross over the railroad 
tracks on Austin Powder Rd, there will be a road on 
the right that leads back toward the picnic area. The 
road will run parallel to the railroad tracks. There will 
be a KSKJ Life event sign posted at the entrance. 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT AND DC

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AND EUCLID, OH

LODGE #219
EUCLID, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JUNE 12
On June 12, we will host our membership meeting. 
It will be at 1.p.m. at Gateway Manor, located at 4 
Gateway Drive in Euclid, OH. We will be discussing 
our projects from the last six months and will plan for 
the next six months. Please bring your ideas to our 
fun-filled meeting. This will be our last meeting until 
September 11, 2016. Refreshments will be served 
and a raffle for those who attend will take place.

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

CLEVELAND FOUR-LODGE PICNIC
The Cleveland Four-Lodge Picnic will be held on 
Sunday, July 10 at Oddfellows Farm in Glenwillow 
from 1 - 6 p.m. The picnic is open to the members 
of Lodges #63, 146, 150, 226 and their families. You 
are welcome to bring a non-member guest at a cost 
of $5 per person. As always, food and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be free. When you arrive, sign in 
at the check-in table and receive a ticket for door 
prizes. The check-in table will also be the place to 
buy tickets for the Chinese raffle baskets. There are 
always some wonderful  baskets to be won. Games 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. The KSKJ Life grill team will 
be back in action again, and food will be served from 
2 - 3:30 p.m. Bossie’s Best soft serve ice cream 
cones and sundaes will be served at no cost. 

We are still looking for more workers to help. If you 
are able to help, please let the contact person from 
your lodge know. We would like to see some of the 
scholarship winners from the lodges there to help 
out.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
Slovenian Home was well attended, and we raised 
$100 for the Malachi House wish list as a Community 
Gives event donation. Thanks again to Phil Hvratin, 
Joe Hocevar and Greg Snyder for sponsoring the 
shuttle service to and from the social. 

Team event – We had the whole house!

A trip from Joliet, IL, and a day of bowling are just 
too much.

Joe Lambert (KSKJ Life bowler and President of 
the Indianapolis Slovenian National Home) and 
Tony Mannion (KSKJ Life bowler and President of 
the East 80th Slovenian National Home Cleveland) 
keeping the tradition alive at the Saturday evening 
social.

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JUNE 3
Quaker Steak and Lube meet and greet. Meet at the 
bar at 6 p.m.

JUNE 25
Putt putt at Sweeties on Brookpark Road, Parma 
OH.  Meet there at 1 p.m.

LODGE UPDATE
St. Joseph Lodge #146 recently honored its 50-year 
members at a dinner on April 10.

Frank and Clara Hrovat enjoy the 50-year member 
dinner with Chris and Theresa Kocin.

Lodge #146 member Chris Opalach and KSKJ Life 
Region 3 Director Greg Snyder.

Congratulations to all our first communicants, newly 
confirmed, and all the new graduates—whether it be 
from high school or college. Good luck to all as they 
start the next phase and continue to celebrate their 
accomplishments.

Lodge #63 did a great job with the bowling 
tournament. The socials were a lot of fun and the 
bowling was good. It was great to see a lot of old 
friends.

On Friday, June 3, we will have a meet and greet at 

Bright and early Sunday morning, the bowlers were 
at it again for Doubles and Singles. We had two 
additional bowlers from Pittsburgh join us for this 
event. 

St. Lawrence Lodge #63 would like to thank 
everyone who bowled, cheered and helped to make 
the weekend a success. The following are the top 
three teams/bowlers in all categories (women’s 
team only paid out top 2). Full results were emailed 
to team captains and lodge athletic directors. They 
can also be found on our lodge Facebook page.

Men’s Team

• First place – Indy Hustlers
• Second place – Gumball Express
• Third place – Komlanc Kegglers

Men’s Doubles 

• Lamovec – Kosir
• McDougal – Cuson
• Komlanc – Cottongim

Men’s Singles

• Dan Cuson
• Bryan Komlanc
• Dave Javor, Jr

All Events

• Jozef  Watson
• Tom Komlanc
• Bryan Komlanc

Women’s Team

• First place – Cleveland Ladies
• Second place – Just Because

Women’s Doubles

• Maria and Margie Bobic
• Kostura – Zak
• Faletic – Dolence

Women’s Singles

• Connie McGrath
• Lavon Picco
• Lisa Kostura

All Events

• Connie McGrath
• Lavon Picco
• Nancy Zak

Jean Marincic
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Quaker Steak and Lube. Hope you can join us as we 
plan our summer events. 

At the end of June, we will have our annual putt 
putt event. It will be Saturday, June 25, at 1 p.m. at 
Sweeties on Brookpark. In addition to putt putt, we 
will go for ice cream at their new ice cream parlor. 

Also, see the related article under Region 3’s regional 
news about our annual picnic. Hard to believe it is 
right around the corner!  As I understand it, Bossie’s, 
the best ice cream shop there is, has been booked 
for the event.  Be there and have a great time.

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 6 & JULY 11 
Our next two meetings will be held on June 6 
and July 11 at 6 p.m. at Brecksville Branch of the 
Cuyahoga Public Library (9089 Brecksville Road
Brecksville, OH).

Please note that we have changed the meeting dates 
to Mondays. We are trying to finalize the schedule 
for the remainder of the year. The start time of 6 p.m. 
will remain the same.  All Lodge #150 members are 
encouraged to attend these meetings. 

A few of the Join Hands planting and clean-up crew. 
(l to r) Elaine Peskar, Vicki Javor, Greg Snyder and 
Darrell Hibjan.

JOIN HANDS DAY - THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all that helped plant flowers and 
spruce up the NASH property on May 7: Chris 
& Judy Grozdanik, Judy (Kisley) Herold, Darrell 

Hibjan, Susanna (Kastelic) Hughey, Vicki & David 
Javor, Janet (Novak) & Bob Lash, Tony Mannion, 
Jim Meinke, Elaine & Tony Peskar, Lois Sever, Greg 
Snyder, Tyler Waryk and Bill Zaletel. This was an 
industrious, hard working crew. 

PORKY PIG SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT 
AND PIG ROAST - AUGUST 6
St. Anne’s Lodge #150 is sponsoring its fifth annual 
Porky Pig Softball Tournament and Pig Roast on 
Saturday, August 6.

The event will be held at James Day Park (Nike Site 
Park) in Parma (11828 West Pleasant valley Road 
Parma, OH).

Registration starts at 8 a.m., games begin at 9 
a.m., followed by a pig roast at 12 p.m. Food and 
beverages will be provided. This is a rain or shine 
event. You do not have to play softball in order to 
enjoy the tasty pig roast. Just come and have fun. 
Everyone is welcome. This is a great bargain for all 
and even better deal for KSKJ Life members.

For tickets, team sign-up or more information, 
please contact Tony Peskar at 440-915-8312 or 
tonypeskar@juno.com.

Additional information will be included in the next  
issue of The Voice.

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME EVENT - 
FREE TICKETS
In a continuing effort to promote business and 
support for the Slovenian National Home E. 80th 
(NASH), Lodge #150 will donate two tickets (each 
ticket admits one person) to each bi-monthly 
50/50 Raffle (occurring the first Wednesday of the 
month, during the months of April, June, August, 
October and December). The next 50/50 raffles 
are scheduled for June 1, August 3, October 5 and 
December 7. These tickets will be made available 
every other month. Please contact us for your free 
tickets

SAVE THE DATES
• July 10 - KSKJ Four Lodge Picnic

• August 6 - Fifth annual Porky Pig Softball/Pig 
Roast.

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Voice Reporters

REGION 4 
JOLIET AREA

JOLIET LODGES UPDATE
On Tuesday, May 3, the Joliet Lodges of KSKJ Life 
held their monthly meeting with members from St. 
Joseph Lodge #2, St. Francis Lodge #29 and St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108 in attendance.

As for new business, the National Golf Outing will be 
held on Saturday, June 25, in Waukegan, IL.  See 
The Voice and kskjlife.com for more information.

Members from St. Joseph Lodge #2 and St. Francis 
Lodge #29 joined forces on Saturday, May 14, to 
plant flowers at Sunny Hill Nursing Home for their 
Join Hands Day project. St. Joseph Lodge #2 will 
be having a steak fry on June 10. Members of St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108 placed a poppy wreath and 
flags at the grotto this year at St. Joseph Cemetery 
on Saturday, May 21, as their Join Hands Day 
project.

Due to a computer glitch, the “240” raffle for May 
will be pulled at June’s meeting. The winners will be 
announced at that time.

The next meeting of the Joliet Lodges will be held 
on Tuesday, June 7, at 7 p.m. at Town & Country 
Lanes.  Hope to see you there.

Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges Vice President/
Reporter

LODGE #2
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JUNE 10
The annual Steak Fry at St. Joseph Park will begin 
at 5 p.m. on June 10. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. 
with the meeting to follow. Steak with sides is $10 
for members and $15 for non-members. Hot dogs 
for the children are free. We will be collecting non-
perishable food items for St. John’s food pantry. 
There will be a 50/50 raffle to benefit the end of year 
charitable donations. To reserve your dinner, call 
Lydia at 815-955-8235 or Sylvia at 815-353-1161.
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LODGE UPDATE 
St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 will once again host 
it’s Splash Station Waterpark event on July 31 from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The waterpark is located at 2780 
Channahon Road in Joliet, IL. This event is free to 
all members of the Joliet Lodges and their guests.  
In lieu of the admission fee, we will be collecting 
school supplies for the Joliet Morningstar Mission.  
We kindly ask all attendees to bring in new school 
supplies to help the children who are served by this 
organization (i.e., boxes of crayons, notebooks, 
pencils/pens, folders, etc.)

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Lodge #143 member, Mike Mravle, recently 
won Most Outstanding CFO of a mid-size public 
company, which is part of the 2016 Dallas Financial 
Executives Awards, for his performance as the 
chief financial officer of Wingstop. Mike joined the 
company as CFO in 2014 and worked to expand the 
staff and re-capitalize the business. Since his arrival, 
Wingstop has continued to exceed expectations as 
a public company. 

Mike was chosen out of 23 Dallas-Fort Worth 
executives who were finalists for the awards. The 
Dallas Financial Executives Awards are presented 
by D CEO magazine and held in partnership with 
the Dallas CPA Society, Financial Executives 
International and the Association for Corporate 
Growth.

Mike resides in Frisco, TX, with his wife, Amy and 
three children, Mia, Andrew and Luke. They are all 
members of Lodge #143.

Mike Mravle.

potato, corn on the cob, cole slaw, beverage and 
dessert. Free hot dogs for kids not choosing to eat 
a steak dinner. There will be a collection of school 
supplies that will be donated to the area’s needy 
children. A donation of bakery for the sweets table 
would also be very much appreciated. Please RSVP 
to Judy Corum by Sunday, July 17, at 815-725-
3553 or jmcorum@ameritech.net. Make your check 
payable to St. Francis KSKJ Life and mail to Judy at 
117 N Reed Street, Joliet, IL 60435.

Happy Birthday to Bernice Ramsak and our favorite 
twins, Eli and Olivia Zelinski. Happy 27 years of 
marriage to Judy and Bill Corum.

I didn’t write about much in May and totally forgot 
to mention Mother’s Day on May 8. Also, June is 
the month to honor our fathers and their special day 
is June 19. Happy days to all of our mothers and 
fathers!

We hope to plan some additional events for the 
summer, so watch for future news.

Karen (Ramsak) Colman, Reporter

JLODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE 
St. Genevieve Lodge #108 hosted a social hour in 
Ferdinand Hall at St. Joseph Church in Joliet, IL, 
on April 9. The reception followed a Mass that was 
said for the living and deceased members of Lodge 
#108.

Mary Mihelich, standing, chats with members from 
Lodge #108.

JLODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

SEPT 11
Family Picnic meeting

OCT 6
Pizza Party meeting

DEC 4
Election Brunch meeting

Please contact our President Gregg Vershay at 
815-723-1497 or visit our Facebook page for more 
information on these upcoming events. For lodge 
news visit our Facebook page by searching for “St. 
Joseph Lodge #2.” 

JLODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS 
On the morning of April 17, members of St. Francis 
Lodge #29 helped cook, serve, clean and sell 
prize tickets at the St. Anne’s Church Pancake 
Breakfast for our 2016 Matching Funds event. The 
parishioners of the church were very grateful for our 
help. We enjoyed spending time with them and were 
successfully able to match more than $900 to add to 
their fundraising efforts.  

Also on April 17, approximately 50 members and 
guests enjoyed the Youth Bowling & Pizza Party 
held at Crest Hill Lanes. This was a joint event with 
St. Joseph Lodge #2.

Our young members from Lodge #2 and Lodge #29 
enjoying the bowling and pizza party.

Join in the summer fun and grill your own steak at 
the Lodge Steak Fry on Friday, July 29, at St. Joe’s 
Park Hall. There will be a short meeting at 5 p.m., 
and then the grills will be fired up. The cost is $10 for 
members and $15 for guests of a St. Francis member.   
Dinner will include a “cook it yourself” steak, baked 
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Lodge #52 President Angie Cuson, welcoming all to 
the Communion Breakfast.

Once again, it’s softball season. Several of our 
members are trying to join together for a co-ed 
recreational league at Chuck Klein City Park. This 
year’s games will be played on Sunday evenings. 
We can only participate if we have enough players, 
so please consider joining up. We especially need 
women. If you’re interested in some real action, 
forget the professional teams and head to Chuck 
Klein City Park. Nothing is more intriguing on a ball 
diamond than our very own St. Al’s Indy team. For 
more information on our softball league, contact 
Jennifer Velikan at 317-636-0512 or jvelikan@
gmail.com. The league should begin in July. Please 
contact us if you’re interested. All skill levels are 
welcome. 

We have several events coming up in June. The 
Slovenian Festival, sponsored by all Slovenian 
organizations in Indy, will be on Saturday, June 
11. This event will be held at the Lion’s Club Park 
located at 3201 N Tansel Rd in Clermont, IN.  
For your entertainment, there will be corn hole, 
volleyball and games of chance. Gates open at 10 
a.m. Slovenian food and drinks will be available for 
purchase beginning at 1 p.m. and music will begin at 
2 p.m.  Admission will be $5 for adults, and kids 16 
and under are free with an adult admission.  

We will attend an Indianapolis Indians game again 
this year. Join us on June 25 at Victory Field.  Tickets 
for lodge members are $5 and $13 for non-members. 
Please contact Jennifer Velikan at 317-636-0512 
or jvelikan@gmail.com by June 17 if you would 

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JUNE 11
The Slovenian Festival will be held at the Lion’s 
Club Park located at 3201 N Tansel Rd in Clermont.  
Gates open at 10 a.m. Slovenian food and drinks 
for purchase beginning 1 p.m. Admission is $5 for 
adults. Kids 16 and under are free with an adult 
admission.  

JUNE 25 
Join us at Victory Field to watch our Indians take on 
the Buffalo Bisons. This is Marvel Super Hero Night. 
The first 2,500 fans through the gate will receive 
The Hulk vinyl bobble head. Tickets are $5 for lodge 
members and $13 for non-members. Please RSVP 
to Jennifer Velikan by June 17 at 317-636-0512 or 
jvelikan@gmail.com. 

JULY 9 
Get ready for a night at the drive-in movie theater! 
For $10 per person, you can see up to three first-
run movies. The Secret Life of Pets comes out this 
weekend, so bring the youngsters along. Please 
contact Jennifer Velikan at 317-636-0512 or 
jvelikan@gmail.com if you would like to attend.  

LODGE UPDATE 
It’s been another great month here in Indy. In May, 
we had our Annual Communion Breakfast to honor 
all members and nonmembers alike. We attended 
Mass at Sacred Heart together. Thanks to our local 
Slovenian Choir who sang Angelŝko Čeŝčenje at 
the Mass for us. 

After Mass we went to Madison Grill for breakfast. 
The Madison Grill is owned by lodge members 
Sonny and Toni Cobb. The food was delicious and 
we even had some non-members join us. I believe 
everyone in attendance ate more than enough this 
year!  We had a good turnout, and everyone enjoyed 
delicious food and socialization.  

=REGION 5
CHICAGO & INDIANAPOLIS

LODGE #44
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

LODGE UPDATE 
I would like to start out first by congratulating all of 
the graduates. To all the preschool, kindergarten, 
high school and college graduates, even you who 
have chosen to make being a student your career, 
congratulations from Lodge #44. May you continue 
to grow in knowledge and strive to learn more each 
day. I always seem to re-read one of my favorite 
books around this time each year. It is only fitting 
since that book is “Oh the Places You’ll Go” by Dr. 
Seuss. For those of you who haven’t read it in a 
while, let me summarize. Simply put, it is a book 
about life—a life full of ups and downs, uncertainty 
and waiting, failure and success. Life is a balancing 
act but “never forget to be dexterous and deft. And 
never mix up your right foot with your left. And will 
you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! (98 and 3/4 
percent guaranteed.)” No matter what stage any of 
us are in with our lives right now, I think this book 
can relate with us all and serve as a great motivation 
to keep moving forward to what is ahead. 

Speaking of what is ahead, summer is in full swing 
and it’s time for beer, brats and our annual baseball 
outing. This year we will be making the drive to the 
north side to watch the Cubs take on the Marlins 
Monday, August 1, at 7:05 p.m. We will plan to leave 
the American Legion Hall, 10506 S Ewing Ave, at 
4:30 p.m. Price will be $65 per person which includes 
food beforehand, transportation from American 
Legion to Wrigley, and your ticket. Please contact 
Jim Rossi Jr. for any questions or to purchase 
tickets. He can be reached at 219-902-0230.

Our next two meetings will be June 12 and August 
14 at Calumet Yacht Club, 4025 E 102nd St, 
Chicago, IL 60617. The meetings will be at 10 a.m. 
with breakfast following. We hope to see you there 
to help finalize our Matching Funds project, Bocce 
Tournament and other fun ideas you may have for 
our lodge.
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Remember the sick and shut-ins in your prayers. 
Nasvidenje! 

Mici Bregant

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings from Mary of Perpetual Help at Willard 
WI.

For our “Join Hands Day” project on Saturday, May 
14, we went to the Neillsville Assisted Living to play 
Bingo and spend time with the residents. Besides five 
officers from our lodge (Ed Bayuk, Lonna Rakovec, 
Gene Rakovec, Joanne Trunkel and Bob Trunkel) 
attending we also had Treasurer Melinda Deavers’ 
children there to play bingo with the residents. 
Children always seem to be a welcoming sight for 
the elderly. The residents received prizes of body 
wash, shampoo, lotion, hand wash, cookies, and 
candy. For refreshments, they were served cookies 
and potica, which was a big hit with the residents. 
What some of us see as a small thing can mean a 
lot to someone else. If you don’t have any ideas for 
the Join Hand’s Day project, please think of doing 
something like this. It could mean so much to the 
people you interact with.

Lonna Rakovec, seated in corner, helping the 
residents spot the numbers for bingo.

On Saturday, June 4, at 6 p.m., we will be having 
our first Matching Funds event for this year. It is 
the Saikeri, Kenya Mission Fundraiser Dinner at 
Parkway Pines Supper Club, Greenwood, WI. The 
tickets are limited to 110, so be sure to purchase 
yours early. It will be an elegant evening of food, 
drinks and music. In addition to music by Chuck 
Bayuk and Mary Ann Lesar, there will be a “Dessert 

Come and celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Slovenia’s independence on June 26, at Triglav 
Park. There will be Mass at 11 a.m., with dinner 
following. There will plenty of refreshments and 
music. The USPEH organization will be having a 
bake sale and we need your help. Please bake and 
bring it to the park or call Jan Gehm 414-321-1413 
for other arrangements. Bakery gets sold out quickly 
so try to have it there by dinner time.

Watch for news of the 16th annual Ed Bregant 
Memorial Golf Outing on October 2 at MeeKwon 
Golf Course.

Congratulations to Kristi and Jonathan Engelken on 
the birth of Helen Josephine on May 9. Best wishes 
to this new family. Good luck to Matthew and Angela 
Luzar along with their two sons, Declan and Jaxon.  
The family has recently moved to Chandler, AZ. We 
hope you will all be happy in your new home. No 
more snow shoveling!

Phillip William Bregant graduated on May 14, from 
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater with a 
degree in Music Education. Phil has been practicing 
teaching in Waukesha and hopes to make teaching 
his career. Congratulations, Phil. Phil is the son of 
Bill and Lisa Bregant.

Congratulations to Josef Bregant Nelson, who 
graduated from Lowell High School in San Francisco 
on May 24. Joe will begin studies in the school of 
Environmental Design at the University of Colorado 
in Boulder in the fall.  Good luck, Joe!  Joe is the son 
of Todd Nelson and Pat Bregant.

Please let me know if there are any other Lodge 
#65 members who are graduating as I would like to 
acknowledge them in future articles.

Applications are available now for our Educational 
Grants. If you will be attending college, you are 
eligible. Call Agnes Lobacz at 414-321-9779 for 
applications which are due August 31.

Our next meeting will be June 2 at 6:30 p.m. We 
will be filling educational bags for needy children 
attending summer school. Your help is needed and 
appreciated for this Join Hands Project. We would 
especially like our younger members to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. The more hands we 
have, the sooner the job will be done.

like to attend. Our Indians will take on the Buffalo 
Bisons. This is Marvel Super Hero Night where you 
can meet The Hulk and get his autograph.  The first 
2,500 fans through the gate will receive The Hulk 
vinyl bobble head. 

St. Al’s is taking a trip to the drive-in again this 
summer. On Saturday, July 9, join us for movies 
under the stars. For the low price of $10 per person, 
you can see up to three first-run movies. The Secret 
Life of Pets comes out this weekend, so bring 
the youngsters along. You are welcome to bring 
your own food and drinks, or you may purchase 
something from their fabulous snack bar. We hope 
to see you all there for this iconic event! If you can, 
please arrive early to ensure that we can park 
together. Please contact Jennifer Velikan at 317-
636-0512 or jvelikan@gmail.com if you would like 
to attend. Jennifer can give you an idea of when to 
arrive and where to park. 

Be sure to check our website, www.stals52.com for 
our complete calendar of events and photos of past 
activities. Are you on Facebook? Make sure to like 
our St. Aloysius Facebook page. Nasvidenje!  

Jennifer Velikan

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Congratulations and thank you to the Mouradian/
Nowak Families for a very successful Memorial 
9-Pin Tap Bowling Tournament. All proceeds raised 
from the event went to our Lodge #65 Educational 
Grant Program. The alleys were filled to capacity, 
and the auction was a tremendous success. We are 
grateful and thank the families for their efforts. 

Our Annual Juvenile Bowling Tournament will be 
held on Sunday, June 12, at Burnham Bowl. It’s 
always a fun day for the kids. Snacks, soda and a 
light lunch will be served. For more information, call 
Tom Gorenc at 414-529-0864. 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE14

Director of Catholic Charities Joe Mahoney, Kathy 
Worthington, Bishop Stephen Berg, Danny Golob, 
Rudy Krasovec, Vince Perez, Eileen Perez, and 
Megan Gregorich

Members of St. Joseph Lodge #7 and Immaculate 
Conception Lodge #104 attended an appreciation 
breakfast at Park East Restaurant on Saturday, April 
30, to honor Slovenian Ambassador, Dr. Božo Cerar. 
During the breakfast, the ambassador gave a brief 
presentation and was presented with an honorary 
proclamation from the city of Pueblo. 

Pictured above are Jonathon Jesik, Dr. Božo Cerar, 
and Angela Perez at the Slovenian Ambassador’s 
honorary breakfast.

KSKJ Life St. Joseph Lodge #7’s annual Reverse 
Raffle Dinner, held on May 6 was successful once 
again as a capacity crowd enjoyed a Colletti’s meal 
and the chance to win some money. The remaining 
five sharing the winner spot and splitting $3,500 
were Sam Sarlo, Janice Hoover, Rudy Strubel and 
Joyce Kocman, Ann Borcic, and All the Angles. 

On May 6, Reverend Richard Gielow C.M. was 
recognized as St. Joseph Lodge #7’s Lodge Person 
of the Year. He has a charm that inspires members 
and non-members to feel the progressive energy 
of tradition and community in KSKJ Life. Father 
Richard Gielow’s dedication, encouragement and 
spiritual guidance to KSKJ Life, the lodge and to its 
members is inspirational and one the best reasons 
he was chosen as Lodge Person of the Year. 

Thank you to all who volunteered at Join Hands Day 
as we cleaned up the Slovenian section of Roselawn 
Cemetery on May 7.

Members enjoying dinner at the recent meeting at 
Boomtown

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #7
PUEBLO, CO

LODGE UPDATE
St. Joseph Lodge #7, in partnership with Immaculate 
Conception Lodge #104, held a Matching Funds 
event on Thursday, April 28, called “The Soul of 
the Community Breakfast.” The event benefited the 
Catholic Charities of Pueblo and was held at the Old 
Town Carriage House in Pueblo, CO. 

 Members of Lodge #7 at “The Soul of the Community 
Breakfast.” Pictured above (left to right): Executive 

Auction” after dinner. The proceeds will help send 
five people to Saikeri, Kenya to teach the residents 
there how to raise their own gardens using the drip 
irrigation system that will be installed prior to the 
arrival of the volunteers. Have a wonderful Father’s 
Day.

Lonna Rakovec, Treasurer

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA FEDERATION UPDATE 
KSKJ Life members are invited to the Duluth 
Huskies baseball game on Friday, July 29 at 6:35 
p.m. at the Wade Stadium. The cost for the game 
will be covered by the Minnesota Federation. The 
cost for non-members is $9.50 per person. Please 
call your lodge secretaries for more information, and 
please reserve your seats by July 15. See you at the 
ball game!

The Minnesota Federation of KSKJ Life Lodges 
pose for a picture at their quarterly meeting in 
Duluth, MN in which the 122nd anniversary of KSKJ 
Life was celebrated.

LODGE #59
EVELETH, MN

LODGE UPDATE
Members of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Lodge #59 
recently gathered at Boomtown for their May 
meeting. Meetings are always the first Sunday of the 
month and all members are welcome. 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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continuously posting updates relevant to you and 
our KSKJ Life community. Join the conversation with 
other members on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
by using the hashtag #kskjlife.

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send in all lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month. Additionally, feel free to submit feature 
articles of interest for consideration.

FOLLOW UP ON SOCIAL

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
From lodge news and sweepstakes opportunities to 
athletic activities and Home Office initiatives, we’re 

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Lodge #236 member, Viktoria Plut, recently 
volunteered with the AYSO VIP Soccer League 
every Saturday from April 2 to May 7. This program 
is for children and adults with physical or mental 
disabilities. It provides a safe, fun environment 
with trained coaches and volunteers who facilitate 
an enriching experience that the players and their 
families will cherish forever. Buddies, like Viktoria, 
assist during the games in which players learn 
soccer while meeting new friends, having fun and 
increasing skills and self-esteem.  

Viki is finishing up her sophomore year at Carlmont 
High School in Belmont, CA. She maintains a 4.0 
average and plays on the JV basketball team.  
She has hopes of attending college and having a 
career in criminal profiling with the FBI. She enjoys 
volunteering, working with children, spending time 
with her friends and going to concerts.  

Kudos to Viktoria for offering her time and talent to 
such a wonderful program!

Viki Plut (left) assists one of the VIPs (Very Important 
Player) during a recent soccer game.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

ROCKSTAR. 
ROLE MODEL.
SUPERHERO. 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO 
OUR KSKJ LIFE DADS! 

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE

INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE
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