
THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 1

A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES:

 YOUNG ADULT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN WISCONSIN DELLS

VOLUME 126—NO.8  ISSN 1524-4407 AUGUST 2016

1-800-THE-KSKJ
KSKJLIFE.COM

On July 18 – 21, our 
7th KSKJ Life Young 
Adult Leadership 
Conference (YALC) was 
held at Wisconsin Dells’ 
Wilderness Resort. 
Participants arrived 
Monday night and stayed 
in five-bedroom cabins 
that allowed us plenty 
of time to bond over the 

four days we were there.  

On Tuesday, YALC members learned about GRIT, 
a program that teaches people that rather than IQ 
and talent, passion, perseverance and stamina 
allow us to achieve our goals. GRIT also teaches 
that a Growth Mind Set can help people move past 
tough obstacles. During this program, we worked in 
small groups to come up with a new verse for a song 
entitled, “Don’t Give Up.” This was a memorable way 
to get us out of our comfort zones. The performances 
were fun to put on and very entertaining to watch!

At the end of Tuesday’s work session, a surprise 
envelope was delivered to the participants. It was 
a “Dinner Challenge,” where the young adults 
were responsible for shopping for, preparing and 
serving dinner for the entire group. The YALC 
members went above and beyond their task by 

organizing a Mexican Fiesta, complete with a Taco 
Bar, decorations, music, a photo booth and even 
a piñata. I was very impressed by their ability to 
find everyone’s strengths, divide up tasks, break 
into committees and work within a budget to host 
a very successful and memorable event. This 
was a highlight of the conference for many of the 
participants. And, we also couldn’t help but think 
how beneficial this activity was comparing it to the 
steps a lodge takes to host a successful event.

Fun at the YALC photo booth!

Wednesday’s highpoint was our service project 
at Camp Wawbeek, a camp for children with 
disabilities. We headed to Walmart in the morning, 
where we purchased four huge bins of supplies, 
including medical supplies, sporting goods, board 
games, puzzles and craft materials, for the camp. 
The supplies were purchased with gift cards 

generously donated by four of our regional directors: 
Pat Slapnick, Joe Hocevar, Theresa Krampac and 
Ashley Mikulan. The camp staff was thrilled with our 
generosity and graciously accepted our offer to stay 
and coordinate an activity with their campers. Nora 
McHenry (Lodge #115) and Elisa Kelley (Lodge #2) 
read the book, “A Very Lonely Firefly,” and then we 
did a craft activity involving fireflies. The campers 
loved participating in the activity, but mostly they 
loved that people spent time with them. We greatly 
enjoyed the time we spent with these amazing 
young people, and it was so wonderful to see their 
smiling faces!

Service Project Day at Camp Wawbeek. 
All of our young adults agreed they are very likely 
to attend the YALC in 2018, which will be held in 
conjunction with the National Convention. This was 
a fantastic group to work with, and we’re excited to 
begin executing some of the ideas we came up with 
together. But most of all, we are thrilled to know we 
now have each other’s friendships. This conference 
was fraternalism at its best, and we learned a lot 
about ourselves, each other and just how much 
KSKJ Life has to offer.  We hope that you will join us 
in 2018 for a one-of-a-kind, wonderful experience!

ANDREA OSTROWSKI
KSKJ Life National Director of Activities 
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STEPPING UP 2016 - 45 DAYS TO A 
BETTER YOU!

The “Stepping Up with KSKJ Life” walking program, 
which was introduced in 2012, has undergone a few 
changes for 2016, including a new name.

“Stepping Up 2016 – 45 Days to a Better You” is a 
commitment that we hope you will make to yourself 
and to your overall health through physical activity. 
There is no cost to participate, and everyone is 
welcome to sign up.  

Beginning September 1, members and friends will 
be able to go onto the KSKJ Life website (www.
kskjlife.com), and select the Stepping Up tab to 
register. In the past, the program focused on steps 
and mileage. We realize physical activity comes 
through various forms of exercise, so this year we 
will be tracking minutes of activity. So whether you 
like to walk, run, swim, cycle, take a fitness class, 
cut grass or vacuum the house, the minutes all add 
up.  

All you need to do is keep track of your minutes 
weekly. Then every Monday beginning September 
12, simply return to the KSKJ Life website, enter 
your minutes of activity, and monitor your progress. 
Along your journey, we would love for you to submit 
pictures of your activities on social media, using 
#kskjlife and #steppingup.

Members from St. Mary Lodge #79 “stepping up” to 
the challenge in 2015.

During the course of the program, we will provide 
you with some tips to help educate you and keep 
you motivated as you near the finish line. Shortly 
after the completion of the program, two names will 
randomly be selected as winners of a Fitbit Flex!

We have set a target goal of 250,000 combined 
minutes of activity for our organization.  If the goal is 
met, I have agreed to perform an exciting challenge, 
which will definitely take me out of my comfort zone. 
This big challenge will be revealed in the September 
issue of The Voice when the program kicks-off.  

Check the KSKJ Life website for complete details. 
Won’t you “step up” to the challenge this year?

MARYLOU STEFANICK
KSKJ Life National Director of Athletics

STEP UP TO THE CHALLENGE TODAY!
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KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is 
published monthly by KSKJ Life, American 
Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 Glenwood 
Ave., Joliet, IL 60435).It is sent free of charge 
to KSKJ Life members and for $20 a year to 
other subscribers. Periodicals postage paid in 
Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.
Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be sent 
directly to voice@kskjlife.com.
Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.
To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available electronically 
at kskjlife.com.
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KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT RECAP

Stanley Markun teaches Tony DeGrande, son Stan 
P. Markun, and Hank Govekar the finer points of 
hitting a (mostly) buried ball out of a sand trap.

After an enjoyable day on the course, everyone 
headed to the clubhouse for dinner, golf prizes 
and a little more fundraising for the Educational 
Grant Program. Thanks to everyone who so kindly 
supported both the prize raffle and our cash raffle. 
When the day was over, the proceeds from the 
raffles and the hole sponsorship brought in an 
impressive $3,280 for the KSKJ Life Educational 
Grant Program. 

National Athletic Director MaryLou Stefanick 
(second from left) presents a check for the KSKJ Life 
Educational Grant Program in the amount of $3,280 
to Tony Mravle Sr.,CEO,  on behalf of the National 
Golf Tournament. Also pictured are Tony Mravle Jr., 
CIO, and April Sleyko, Fraternal Coordinator.

I personally would like to thank everyone who helped 
make this tournament a success: the Milwaukee, 
Joliet and Waukegan area golfers; the committee 
who worked so hard behind the scenes; our official 
scorekeepers; KSKJ Life National Activities Director 
Andrea Ostrowski; and our Regional Director, Pat 

Slapnick. An event like this was possible because of 
you and your commitment to KSKJ Life.     

SAVE THE DATE
The 2017 KSKJ Life National Golf Tournament will 
be held on June 24, 2017 in Waukegan, IL.

Hope to see you next year!

And the first place honors at the 2016 KSKJ Life 
National Golf Tournament, with a team score of 64, 
goes to the Dave Bradley, Mary Kay, Jim, and JJ  
Stanczak team. Well done!

MARYLOU STEFANICK 
KSKJ Life National Director of Athletics

After months of preparation, the third annual KSKJ 
Life National Golf Tournament took place on June 
25 under sunny skies in Waukegan, IL. Hosted by 
St. Joseph Lodge #53 and St. Mary Lodge #79, 72 
golfers of all levels participated in what has become 
a fan favorite.  

Scott Stenzel makes the birdie putt as his teammates 
Mike Brown, Tom Koncan and Howie Meyers look 
on with approval.

To say that this outing was just another KSKJ 
Life sporting event would really be selling it short. 
In addition to golf, it was also about charity and 
community. While the tournament was made up 
of players mostly from the Midwest, so many 
more people were represented at the tournament 
through our “Hole Sponsor” initiative. For a $50 
charitable donation to the KSKJ Life Educational 
Grant Program, a 20” x 30” sign displaying the 
donor’s information was made. These signs were 
strategically placed throughout the course. Thirty-
three hole sponsors, including 12 lodges, 12 
individual members and businesses, and nine Board 
members, made this year’s initiative our highest to 
date. For the complete list of hole sponsors, please 
visit our website kskjlife.com/membership/athletics.    

To support the community, golfers were notified 
we would be collecting boxes of individual packets 
of instant oatmeal at the course. They would then 
be donated to the St. Anastasia Food Pantry in 
Waukegan. In total, approximately 825 packets 
were collected and delivered to the pantry, along 
with a $100 Charitable Giving award from KSKJ Life 
($50 each from Lodge #53 and Lodge #79).  

IN MEMORY OF 
Frank Kovacic - Lodge #44, Lemont, IL
Knights of St. Florian Lodge #44, $10

Joseph Novak - Lodge #44, Pueblo, CO
Knights of St. Florian Lodge #44, $10

Grace Beissel - Lodge #44, Tinely Park, IL 
Knights of St. Florian Lodge #44, $10

Jean Strus - Lodge #44, Chicago, IL
Knights of St. Florian Lodge #44, $10

Margaret M. Janezich - Lodge #59, Chisholm, MN
Skubic / LaVigne Families, $50

Bruno Bobrowski  - Gurnee, IL
Mr & Mrs. Bob Grampovnik, $25

Phyllis “Kathy” Zupec - Lodge #53, Waukegan, IL 
St. Joseph Lodge #53, $25
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MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our recently 

passed members. Claims have been paid and a 

donation to the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Fund 

has been made on behalf of each.

JUNE & JULY 2016
Nicholas Bahorich - Lodge #81, Satellite Beach, FL

Ruth Belgrave - Lodge #170, Maywood, IL 

Frances Benko - Lodge #25, Cleveland, OH

Ronald J. Betchker - Lodge #101, Amherst, OH

Agnes Bzdok - Lodge #197, Little Falls, MN

Ann Cesnik - Lodge #50, Modesto, CA 

Carol D’Amico - Lodge #150, Brooklyn Heights, OH

Anne Dyson - Lodge #25, Sanford, FL

Danny Gaines - Lodge #20, Grand Rapids, MI

Mitchell Garrett - Lodge #219, Brookfield, OH

Paul Gorenc - Lodge # 65, Greendale, WI

Mary Grdina - Lodge #169, Mentor, OH

Molly Green - Lodge #52, Blandford, MA

Barbara J. Heater - Lodge #104, Lakewood, CO

Frank Jamnick - Lodge #59, Rochester, MN

Margaret Janezich - Lodge #59, Chisholm, MN

Walter Lustik - Lodge #2, Joliet, IL

Dorothy Makovic - Lodge #143, Sebring, FL 

Anthony Michel - Lodge #153, Grandview, MO

Rodney Oberstar - Lodge #169, Cleveland, OH

Lucille Phalsgraff - Lodge #603, Gaston, SC

Michael Phillips - Lodge #115, McLouth, KS

Daniel Potochnic - Lodge #29, Crest Hill, IL

Derik Sinclair - Lodge #604, Evansville, IN

Doris Skull - Lodge #171, Shoreview, MN 

Paul Turovaara - Lodge #20, Traverse City, MI

George Visingardi - Lodge #52, Laplata, MD

Have you taken advantage of all of the benefits of 
being a KSKJ Life member? Listed below are some 
of the programs you may be missing out on!

PERKSPOT DISCOUNT PROGRAM
KSKJ Life members receive online discounts at 
thousands of stores, restaurants and more. To take 
advantage of this free member benefit, register for 
your PerkSpot account and start saving today! Visit 
kskjlife.perkspot.com. 

EDUCATIONAL GRANT PROGRAM
Since the 1950s, KSKJ Life has promoted education 
through the KSKJ Life Scholarship Program. 
Originally, the program was founded as a competitive 
process to support members as they pursued 
education. In an effort to continue the advancement 
of the program, we replaced the traditional 
Scholarship Program, which was only available to 
a select few members, with the enhanced KSKJ 
Life Educational Grant Program, which is open to all 
members who meet the requirements. 

While the streamlined high school program remains 
competitive, the college program is now a member 
benefit. Learn more about the application details on 
page 6 of The Voice.

IT PAYS TO BE A MEMBER OF KSKJ LIFE 
SCRIPTSAVE 
Did you know members can receive discounts on 
medication for your family or pets with KSKJ Life 
partner ScriptSave? To sign up, visit scriptsave.com 
and log in with Group #215 in order to print your 
discount card. Enjoy!

AMERICAN HEARING BENEFITS
KSKJ Life members are now eligible for American 
Hearing Benefits (AHB). This free member benefit 
program not only allows members to receive free 
hearing screenings, but also discounts on hearing 
aids and access to a network of hearing professionals 
nationwide. To learn more about AHB and this 
member benefit, visit americanhearingbenefits.com/
partners/kskjlife. 

BABY BENEFIT
Newborns of members (of at least one year) are 
automatically insured for $1,000 from the seventh 
day of birth through the 60th day of birth. Also, in  
cases where a baby is not insurable, KSKJ Life 
will guarantee a 10-Pay Whole Life plan for a face 
amount of $5,000 and will pay $50 towards the 
first year’s premium, as long as the parent(s) or 
grandparent(s) have been KSKJ Life members for 
at least one year prior to the child’s birth.
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FINANCING YOUR HOME 
Buying your first home is an exciting yet stressful 
time. Mortgaging a home is difficult, which is why 
insurance is an important component of the process. 
In the event of job loss, partner separation, or any 
other unforeseeable circumstance, you may run the 
risk of losing your home or leaving your partner in 
serious debt. Life insurance is often sufficient to 
cover the loan amount of a mortgage so that upon 
passing, your beneficiaries will have enough to pay 
the remaining balance. However, remortgaging or 
upgrading to a more expensive home can increase 
the amount you owe the bank, and your life insurance 
policy can end before the mortgage is paid off. 

MARITAL SPLITS 
Divorce or annulment can force both partners to 
adjust insurance plans. It can also create challenges 
with beneficiaries and coverage, especially when 
there are children involved. In many cases, you 
might be able to adjust your beneficiaries to exclude 
your former spouse; but in other incidences, it’s not 
so easy. If your spouse is the sole owner of your 
family insurance policy, you may need to file for a 
new policy, naming your children as beneficiaries. 
Another factor to consider is that many couples don’t 
exactly have a “clean-break” in terms of divorce. 
When there are discrepancies and disagreements 
in decision-making, especially when it comes to the 
care of children, the court will make a decision for 
you. 

RETIREMENT PLANNING 
One of the main reasons people look into insurance 
coverage is to plan for a comfortable future. Not 
only do people want security in retirement, but they 
also don’t want to live a restricted lifestyle because 
they’re no longer working. Before you retire, assess 
your plan. Make sure your life insurance policy 
provides you affordable and reliable coverage, 
especially if you’re worried about tight finances or 
health conditions. If financial strain or health issues 
are not of concern, you may even be able to lessen 
your life insurance protection.

Contact your local KSKJ Life agent or call 
1-855-332-8809 and then press “2” to make sure 
you’re receiving the proper coverage for your 
stage of life. We will work with you to create a 
personalized plan to suit your specific needs.

From our early 20s, through marriage and into 
retirement, our needs change. At KSKJ Life, we 
understand that life happens, so we provide you the 
right amount of coverage in order to live comfortably 
and securely. Learn how to customize your insurance 
plans through the various milestones of your life. 

YOUNG, SINGLE & FREE
At this stage of life, most people are convinced 
they’re invincible because good health, financial 
independence and limited responsibility all seem to 
be in their favor. So as a result, many young adults 
put life insurance aside when, in fact, it might be the 
best time for them to invest. For example, individuals 
who have a family history of heart failure, diabetes 
or high-blood pressure may be more prone to 
developing these diseases. Therefore, it would be in 
their best interest to purchase the proper coverage 
at this age before it’s too late. In the event that you 
are a single adult but provide care for a parent, child 
or relative, purchasing life insurance also secures 
your dependents if anything were to happen to you. 

BEFORE YOU SAY I DO
Marriage provides a whole new insight into insurance 
coverage. With marriage comes a partnership that 
requires both partners to look out for one another 
“through sickness and in health, in life and in death.” 
For this reason, both partners must be insured to 
secure the other. This not only provides each partner 
the comfort of knowing they are not lost without the 
other, but it also offers overall peace of mind in the 
household. Additionally, if both spouses contribute 
equally to the financial income of the household and 
are without children, minimal coverage is most likely 
required. 

BABY ON BOARD
Having life insurance as a parent is critical for the 
welfare and security of your child. Should anything 
happen to one parent, especially the breadwinner 
of the household, it could be financially challenging 
for the surviving parent and child. Additionally, the 
death of the stay-at-home parent could warrant 
daycare and household maintenance costs. Even in 
households supported by dual income, it would be 
extremely difficult for either parent to take care of 
the child and home—from a personal and financial 
standpoint—without his or her significant other. 

CHARITABLE GIVING AWARD

Got oatmeal? In addition to bringing their golf clubs 
and shoes to this year’s National Golf Tournament, 
golfers also brought generous amounts of instant 
oatmeal to the course. In total, more than 825 
packets were collected and given to the St. Anastasia 
Food Pantry in Waukegan, along with a $100 
Charitable Giving Award from KSKJ Life. Receiving 
the donations above are MaryLou Stefanick, lodge 
secretary of St. Mary Lodge #79, and Vicki Drinka, 
lodge secretary of St. Joseph Lodge #53. 

RACE TO 100
The American Fraternal Alliance’s online grassroots 
campaign, Race to 100, officially came to a close on 
July 15. We are happy to report they have exceeded 
their goal of 100 and secured a total of 102 co-
sponsors for House Congressional Resolution 
19. AFA President, Joe Annotti, said the list of co-
sponsors is “a glorious combination of Republicans 
and Democrats, conservatives and liberals, which 
only demonstrates the universal appeal of the 
fraternal model and the fraternal message.” Thank 
you to all members and friends who took part in this 
campaign.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL
From lodge news and sweepstakes opportunities to 
athletic activities and Home Office initiatives, we’re 
continuously posting updates relevant to you and 
our KSKJ Life community. Join the conversation with 
other members on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
by using the hashtag #kskjlife.

FRATERNAL 
UPDATES

WHAT DOES YOUR LIFE STAGE SAY 
ABOUT YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS?
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EDUCATIONAL GRANT SPOTLIGHT: BROOKE TOKES 
MEET BROOKE TOKES 
Volunteerism is second 
nature to Brooke Tokes.  In 
2015, she was awarded 
a KSKJ Life Educational 
Grant for her scholastic 
achievements and service to 
the community.

A native of Norton, OH and 
a member of St. Joseph Lodge #110, Brooke is 
currently pursuing her degree in Early Childhood 
Education at Bowling Green State University. 

As a member of Omega Phi Alpha, a national 
service sorority, Brooke has put in countless hours 
of volunteer work in and around the Bowling Green 
area, including a local nursing home and humane 
society.

ABOUT OUR EDUCATIONAL 
GRANT PROGRAM

WHO
• KSKJ Life members who attend an eligible 

high school or college

WHY
• KSKJ Life supports young adult members 

as they pursue education

WHAT
• One-time $1,000 education grant

HOW
• Applications can be submitted online 

between September 1 - 30. Eligibility 
details on the KSKJ Life website

DETAILS AT KSKJLIFE.COM/GRANTS

“In my future teaching career, I plan to show my 
students the importance of many of KSKJ Life’s 
values: family, community, service, empowerment 
and much more,” Brooke said.

You, too, can be like Brooke and apply for a KSKJ 
Life Educational Grant in September. 

BLESSED VIRGIN OF HELP LODGE #196 
MATCHING FUNDS EVENT
Blessed Virgin of Help Lodge #196 held its first 
Matching Funds event of 2016 on May 13 and 14,  
partnering with the Friends of the Virginia Olcott 
Park Greenhouse Committee.

We assisted them with a “Garden Junktique Sale” 
fundraising event where people would bring things 
to the Greenhouse during those two days to be sold, 
and proceeds are given to the Greenhouse. All the 
money raised will be put toward many remodeling 
projects, such as a handicap restroom that is 
needed in the Greenhouse facility itself. If you are 
ever visiting our area, you do not want to miss a visit 
to the Virginia Olcott Park Greenhouse. There are 
beautiful displays of colorful flowers which are also 
displayed throughout the city of Virginia.   

The event raised more than $1,216 after expenses.  
Adding in our KSKJ Life match of $1,000 brings the 
grand total to approximately $2,216. It is safe to say 
the Greenhouse Garden Junktique sale was a huge 
success. Thank you to all the folks who came out 
and supported this special event.  

We presented the $1,000 Matching Funds check 
to Carma Lind (President) and Sharon Crep, 
Representatives of Friends of the Greenhouse, 
at our regular lodge business meeting on June 1. 
Thank you to lodge members Katherine Trampusch, 
Leo Skrbec, Yvonne Skrbec, Leopolda Schutte, Karl 
Oberstar Jr., and Rocco Leoni for all your time and 
help. Thank you to all lodge members who came 
to support this event, and to the Friends of the 
Greenhouse organization for asking us to assist 
them in this very special, worthy cause. 

Karl Oberstar Jr. (President of Lodge #196)

MATCHING FUNDS UPDATE

Members of Lodge #196 present a Matching 
Funds check to representatives of Friends of Olcott 
Greenhouse, Sharon Crep (front row, left end) 
and President Carma Lind (front row, second from 
right).

Front row (sitting left to right) Diane Torrel and 
Sharon Crep. Back row (left to right) Elizabeth 
Hayes, Yvonne Skrbec, Pat Jarvela, Carma Lind, 
Katherine Trampusch, Cathy Cody and Brian 
Walker.

APPLICATIONS OPEN SEPTEMBER 1!
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
food specialty, known as “cevapcici,” which is rolled 
lamb, veal and pork with a number of spices and 
cooked on an open barbeque grill, was provided 
under able direction of Ann and Janez Bratkovic 
and family and Mark Kuhar. Much thanks to Mike 
and Maggie Milakovich and helpers at the margarita 
stand. Every person in attendance commented on 
how wonderful the volunteers were as well as the 
wide variety of food. Side Chinese and 50/50 raffles 
were held under the direction of, respectively, KSKJ 
Life member Ani Zakelj, Louise Strauss and JoAnne 
and JoAnna Celestina. The main raffle was held 
around 7 p.m. with an assortment of prizes. The 
treasury table was under the direction of Joseph V. 
Hocevar, president, St. Vitus #25 KSKJ Life.

The primary purpose of the parish summer picnic 
is to promote fellowship, cooperation and friendship 
between parishioners and friends of the parish, as 
well as a time to socialize and meet old and new 
friends. The secondary purpose is to raise funds for 
needs of the parish. This year’s net proceeds will 
be used for maintenance around parish grounds 
such as cleaning and sealing of concrete around the 
church and St. Vitus Village.    

A note of thanks to KSKJ Life’s The Voice and all 
other media outlets for announcing this event to the 
general public. Preliminary results indicate that net 
proceeds of the summer parish picnic will amount to 
$20,400. On a closing note, congratulations to KSKJ 
Life member and Chairperson Frank Zitko, and 
members of the parish picnic committee for planning 
and implementing a pleasant summer event, plus 
the great cooperation with the management and 
board of Slovenska Pristava.

Stane Kuhar, Christ the King Lodge #226

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
On Friday, June 3, we had our bi-monthly meet-
and-greet at Quaker Steak and Lube. Events on the 
calendar at that time were the putt-putt on June 25 

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

ST. VITUS SUMMER 2016 PICNIC
St. Vitus Parish Summer Picnic was held on July 17 
at Slovenska Pristava in Harpersfield, OH. The event 
concluded as a successful day filled with fellowship, 
friendship and support by parishioners, friends and 
benefactors of the parish. The event began with a 
noon Mass celebrated by KSKJ Life member and 
pastor of St. Vitus Parish, Father Joseph P. Boznar. 
His homily focused on the meaning of a parish 
community, the importance of the Catholic faith, and 
being able to contribute to one another, the parish 
and the broader community.

A well-prepared dinner followed the Mass under 
the direction of KSKJ Life member, Linda Plecnik, 
and dedicated volunteers from the parish. The 375 
dinners were quickly served with the main portion 
of the dinner consisting of chicken parmesan and 
roast beef that included a wide variety of side dishes 
such as salads, mixed bean plates, pasta in a nicely 
served sauce, bread/butter, choice of beverage and 
home-made pastry. We are grateful that Mrs. Ani 
Kurbos, Sonja Mejac, Mary Anne Domanko, Josie 
Manfreda, and Marge Kuhar, all members of KSKJ 
Life, volunteered their time in the kitchen. 

The afternoon consisted of a packed swimming 
pool and people meeting with old and new friends. 
The melodic sounds of The Jeff Pecon Orchestra 
with Joey Miskulin were pleasing to all. In addition, 
the moving dances and exquisite costumes of Shri 
Kalaa Mandir, a classical Indian dance ensemble, 
was a special entertainment portion in the mid-
afternoon.

The weather was initially overcast and then was 
followed by a hot, sunny day, which is in line with 
the warm and mostly dry summer weather this year 
in northeast Ohio. Hundreds of people attended 
the event to enjoy good food, a wide variety of 
refreshments, good entertainment, the pleasant 
company of many people, and the overall welcoming 
atmosphere of Slovenska Pristava. The kitchen 
provided ample servings of food the remainder of the 
afternoon under the direction of KSKJ Life member 
Ann Zitko, the many parish volunteers and friends. A 

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT AND DC

LODGE #153 
STRABANE, PA

LODGE UPDATE
On Saturday, May 14, KSKJ Life members and 
friends enjoyed listening to the sounds of Veseli 
Fantje at the Lodge #153 Hall in Strabane, PA. More 
than 75 guests attended. Participants enjoyed good 
music, great food and the chance to win a basket 
filled with Slovenian treats. 

On June 9, St. Jerome Lodge #153 officers, 
members and fellow Slovenes traveled by bus to 
participate in the celebration of the 25th year of 
Slovenia’s independence at the SNPJ Lodge Hall 
in Imperial, PA. Honored guests and attendees 
were entertained by the music of Darryl and Frank 
Valencic. The KSKJ Life co-sponsored event 
was well attended by many Pittsburgh KSKJ Life 
members, including Bob Lokar, a member of the 
Financial Board Auditing Committee, and former 
Region #1 Director Al Suhadolnik.

Saturday, June 18, KSKJ Life members and friends 
attended the “Kick-off to Summer” dance at KSKJ 
Life Lodge #153 Hall in Strabane, PA. More than 
100 guests enjoyed listening to button box music, 
and we were delighted to have KSKJ Life Insurance 
Agent Tony Flaynik joined us. Thank you to Bob 
Kozel for his generous donation to the event.

The officers thank all for their attendance as well as 
all of those who volunteered for the lodge events. 
Plans are being made for another dance in the fall of 
2016. Look for more details for the upcoming affair 
in The Voice. 

Lodge #153 entertainers (L to R): Frank Valencic, 
Darryl Valencic, Max Greb, Bob Zgonc and Rich 
Huben.
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and the Four Lodge Picnic. Upcoming events will be 
an August Indians game and the September Hay 
Ride.   

June 25 commemorated 25 years of Slovenian 
independence. It is hard to believe that 25 years 
have gone by. I had two cousins in the army at the 
time, and I remember the tension while we waited 
for word that they were safe. We did not know there 
would be so little violence in the separation from 
Yugoslavia. Now, 25 years later, I had cousins who 
went to Slovenia for the first time as a honeymoon 
and family ancestry trip. How far we have come!

That same day this year, our lodge had a spirited 
group of youngsters (and a few youngsters at heart) 
playing putt-putt at Sweeties on Brookpark Road. 
Riley Wood had a hole in one. The other scores 
were not PGA-worthy, but initial reports say all in 
attendance had a great time.

On Sunday, July 10, we had our annual Four Lodge 
Picnic at Oddfellow’s Farm. We had a beautiful day 
for a change. It was not hot, it had not been raining 
for days prior, and the forecast was great. Again, 
great planning made this family-friendly event 
possible. There were kids games and the usual 
Chinese raffle. It was good to visit with everyone. 
Look for more news from the other lodges. I was 
having a good time greeting everyone as they came 
in. I can report that Bossie’s was there, and their 
great ice cream put everyone in a good mood.

In late August and early September, we are planning 
to go to an Indians game. They are in first place at 
the moment and things are looking good. I will send 
more information as it becomes available, but feel 
free to call me at 216-413-8205 in the meantime. I 
have recently moved, and my usual phone number 
is not working. But I am hoping to have that corrected 
shortly.

Our hayride will be in late September / early October. 
Be on the look out for more details in The Voice. 

Also, KSKJ Life Athletics Director MaryLou Stefanick 
attended at the picnic. She is promoting a fitness 
challenge called “Stepping Up 2016 – 45 Days to a 
Better You” for all members. It will run for 45 days 
from September 1 to October 15. There are more 
details on page 2. MaryLou mentioned that if enough 
minutes were logged, she, herself, would complete 

and Development. The cost of the books will remain 
the same as last year at $28. To order books and/
or for additional information contact Tony Peskar at 
tonypeskar@juno.com or 440-915-8312. A happy 
belated 80th birthday to Joanne (Debelak) Javor!

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Voice Reporters

REGION 4 
JOLIET AREA

JLODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
Together with the Croatian Cultural Club, our lodge 
will be hosting Bean Bags for Hospice on Saturday, 
August 13, from 1 to 8 p.m. at the Croatian Cultural 
Club. To play, bags registration is $10 per person 
before August 6 and $15 per person after that date. 
Please mail your payment to either Croatian Cultural 
Club, Attn: Jeff Boyd, 1503 Clement Street, Joliet 
IL 60435, or to Debbie Zelinski, 3411 Silver Falls 
Court, Joliet, IL 60431. If you register by August 6, 
your name will be entered into a special raffle to win 
a mystery prize with a value of at least $25.

Registration of participants (must be 21 or older) 
begins at noon on August 13 and all players are to 
check in no later than 12:30 p.m.  Play will begin at 
1 p.m. The tournament will be a blind draw, single 
elimination with a consolation bracket. Prizes will be 
awarded for placing first, second and consolation. In 
the event of rain and tournament cancellation, there 
will be a 50/50 drawing from the registration fees 
collected.

Musical entertainment for your dancing and 
listening pleasure will begin outside at 12:30 p.m. 
and continue in the afternoon. The evening band 
will begin playing inside the Club at 8 p.m. There 
will be raffles, sandwiches available for purchase 
and the bar will be open serving all of your favorite 
refreshments. Feel free to bring your own lawn 
chairs. So spread the word, gather your family and 
friends and please help us support the Joliet Area 
Community Hospice by coming out and enjoying 
this fun-filled day.

Karen (Ramsak) Colman, Reporter

an extra challenge. Details on this special challenge 
will be revealed in next issue of The Voice. Let’s 
help MaryLou in her endeavor as best we can, and 
furthermore, help ourselves become healthier and 
more active.   

Have a safe and happy rest of the summer. And, 
start moving for the September “Stepping Up” 
challenge. Go Tribe!

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE #150 OFFICER CHANGES
After many years of dedicated service, Caryn Corsi 
has stepped down as Financial Secretary. We thank 
Caryn for her service on behalf of KSKJ Life and 
Saint Anne’s lodge. 

Our new Financial Secretary is Liz Jones. Her 
contact information is KSKJLife150@gmail.com 
and 440-263-5038. Vicki Javor is our new Auditor 
replacing Liz Jones. Congratulations to Liz and Vicki 
and best wishes in your new roles.

FOUR LODGE PICNIC JULY 10
Thank you to all that participated. It was great fun 
and a huge success. The kitchen crew and food were 
fantastic! A special thank you to Chuck Potenga for 
organizing this event. Great job, Chuck!

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME EVENT - 
FREE TICKETS
In a continuing effort to promote business and 
support for the Slovenian National Home E. 80th 
(NASH), Lodge #150 will donate two tickets (each 
ticket admits one person) to each bi-monthly 50/50 
raffle (occurring the first Wednesday of the month, 
during the months of April, June, August, October 
and December). The next 50/50 raffles in 2016 are 
scheduled for August 3, October 5 and December 
7. These tickets will be made available every other 
month.  Please contact us for your free tickets.

OUR TOWN AND ALL-AROUND TOWN 
BOOKS FUNDRAISER 
Lodge #150 will sell Our Town and All-Around 
Town Books again this year. Proceeds from this 
fundraiser will benefit Lodge #150 Youth Programs 
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JLODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
The KSKJ Life Splash Station Waterpark event 
was held on Saturday, July 31. Thank you to all 
who attended and donated school supplies for the 
Jump on the Bus Program and Morningstar Mission. 
A special thank you to Regional Director, Theresa 
Krampac, for her contribution to this event.  Photos 
and details of all the fun will be in next month’s issue 
of The Voice.

Congratulations to the following members who have 
welcomed new bundles of joy recently!

Tom and Cindy Markun, Lodge #143 members and 
residents of Lemont, IL, welcomed Christopher 
Anthony Markun in May.

Lodge #143 members Tom and Erin Mravle 
welcomed their first child, Ben, in June. The happy 
family resides in Austin, TX.

REGION 5 
CHICAGO AND INDIANAPOLIS  

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI 

LODGE UPDATE
Many of our Lodge #65 members enjoyed the 
25th anniversary celebration commemorating the 
independence of the Republic of Slovenia at Triglav 
Park. Thank you to Helen Frohna and her sister 
Kathy Kaye for coordinating the Mass and the brief 
program. Also, many thanks to the St. John the 
Evangelist Church Choir and the Uspeh Chorus for 

singing at Mass and the program. Helen and Kathy 
did a great job instructing six little children in a 
Slovenian Dance, wearing the traditional Slovenian 
Costumes and carrying silk umbrellas. Despite 
the heat, all had a wonderful time and enjoyed a 
delicious chicken dinner. 

Please join us for our next meeting on Wednesday, 
September 7 in the meeting room of St. John the 
Evangelist rectory. Enter on the north side of the 
rectory. Also, get your foursomes together for the 
16th annual Ed Bregant Memorial Golf Outing on 
October 2 at Mee-Kwon Golf Course in Mequon, WI.  

The deadline for the Lodge #65 Educational Grant 
Program applications is August 31. They will be 
awarded at our October meeting. If you need 
applications, please call Agnes Lobacz at 414-321-
9779. The deadline will be strictly enforced.

On June 2, Rose Chepeck was presented with the 
Exceptional Leadership Award from the American 
Red Cross. Rose was presented this award for 
her exceptional guidance and support for other 
volunteers, staff or clients served by the Red Cross.  
Rose spends many hours at the Zablocki VA Center.  
Congratulations, Rose.

One of our young members, Joseph Morzy, recently 
received the President’s Award for Outstanding 
Academic Excellence. Joe was one of six students 
who received this award and will start middle school 
in September. Joe is the son of Steve and Julie 
Morzy. We’re proud of you, Joe. Keep up the good 
work.  

Are you a recent graduate? Did you get engaged, 
make your First Communion, Confirmation or have 
any other interesting news? Our members would like 
to hear about it! Please call me at 414-543-6695  or 
email me at edmar915@aol.com. I can’t relay these 
news-worthy items unless you let me know. I hope 
you’re enjoying the summer. Be safe!  Greetings to 
all of our sick and shut-ins.

Mici Bregant

BEAN BAGS FOR HOSPICE 
REGISTRATION FORM

Name(s):

 

The cost is $10 per person before August 6, and 
$15 per person after August 6.

Mail or drop off your registration form at the 
Croatian Cultural Club: 1503 Clement, Joliet, 
IL 60435 (attn: Jeff Boyd) OR at KSKJ Life 
Lodge #29: 3411 Silver Falls Ct., Joliet, IL 
60431 (attn: Debbie Zelinski). Cash or checks 
made payable to “Croatian Cultural Club.”  
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Lodge #196 President Karl Oberstar, Jr. presents 
Katherine Trampusch with her Lodge Person of the 
Year certificate.

LODGE #197
ST. CLOUD, MN

MATCHING FUNDS EVENT
On July 9, KSKJ Life Lodge #197 members Gene 
and Mike Retka and Marge Pryately participated in a 
fundraising event by Helping Hands of Holdingford, 
a non-profit, rural elder assistance program. This 
was also a KSKJ Life Matching Funds event. The 
group held a bake sale of 150 multi-fruited coffee 
cakes for $10 each and a raffle. The fundraiser will 
support their on-going care initiatives including rides, 
house cleaning, chore services, exercise programs, 
lunches and lectures on nutrition and disease 
prevention.  Pictures and details of this event will be 
in next month’s issue of The Voice.

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LODGE #7
PUEBLO, CO

LODGE UPDATE
On July 6, members of KSKJ Life St. Joseph’s Lodge 
#7 and Immaculate Conception Lodge #104 came 
together to present a check to Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Pueblo for the “Soul of the Community 
Breakfast” matching funds event. The event was 
held on April 28, 2016.

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN 

LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

LODGE UPDATE

When is the next KSKJ Life Golf Tournament?  
Anxiously waiting to play is six-month-old Allison 
Owen,who is daughter of KSKJ Life members 
Denise and Brandon Owen and the granddaughter 
of Frank and Sharon Bucar.

LODGE #196
GILBERT, MN

2016 LODGE PERSON OF THE YEAR 
Katherine Trampusch was recently elected as our 
2016 Lodge Person of the Year. Katherine was 
Financial Secretary / Treasurer of our lodge for many 
years (17 in total), and recently chose to resign in 
2016. Katherine is quite the Slovenian baker. She 
bakes potica and apple and cheese strudel for many 
events in our community. People come from all over 
and place orders for many of her tasty Slovenian 
pastries. 

Katherine also helps with many of our events the 
lodge has during the course of the year. To honor 
Katherine for all her fine work, we held a dinner/
meeting on June 1 at a local Gilbert restaurant, 
Wandering Pines, where we presented Katherine 
with a certificate of appreciation.

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE
For our Join Hands Day event, we went to the 
Neillsville Assisted Living to play Bingo with the 
residents. At the event, we served snacks of 
assorted cookies and potica. This was a special 
time for us and the residents, as we realized how 
much simple interaction with others can help us all. 
What a wonderful Saturday we had!

On June 4, we had our first Matching Funds event. 
We chose the St. Anthony’s Church Mission Fund 
in Loyal. They needed to raise money to send 
members and Fr. Steven Brice to Saikeri, Kenya to 
help teach the natives how to plant their first garden 
using an “irrigation drip” system. In order to set up 
the irrigation drip system in time for the volunteer’s 
arrival, money was collected last year.

The event was an Elegant Evening of Food, Drinks 
and Music. The food was seasoned beef medallions 
in demi-glace or chicken Cordon Bleu, along with 
garlic and herb roasted potatoes, five-vegetable 
blend, house salad and warm dinner rolls. After 
dinner there was a dessert auction, which was a 
huge success. One dessert even went for as high as 
$500. (Just to let you know, it was a lemon meringue 
pie!) Mary Ann Lesar and one of our Lodge #136 
members, Chuck Bayuk, provided entertainment. It 
was a very successful time for all.

Our second Matching Funds event will be a Dairy 
Bar at the Clark County Fair in Neillsville on August 
11 - 14. This is to help the Clark County Home & 
Community Education, which helps with giving 
books to children in need as well as high school 
scholarships. Come out and help this worthy cause.

On August 7, we will honor our Lodge Person of the 
Year, Robert Trunkel. A celebration will start with a 
potluck lunch at noon. On September 10, we will 
have a Rummage Sale at the Holy Family Church 
Shelter from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. We hope you have a 
wonderful and eventful summer.

Lonna Rakovec, Financial Secretary 
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Pictured left to right: Rudy Krasovec, KSKJ Life 
Chair of the Board, Barbara Nelson, Honorary 
Consul of Slovenia, Julie Schneller, KSKJ Life 
Board of Directors, Robert Serra, Honorary Consul 
Emeritus of Italy and Judy Vogelsand, Honorary 
Consul of Croatia.  All enjoyed the “Taste & Toast of 
Slovenia” celebration in Kansas City hosted by St. 
Veronica Lodge and Holy Family Social Club.

Attendees enjoying the live polka music at the event.

Members of St. Joseph Lodge #7 and Immaculate 
Conception Lodge #104 attended the presentation 
of the Matching Funds check. Pictured (left to right): 
Eileen Perez, Marian Pechek, Diane Slaten, Lisa 
Golob,  Dan Golob, Norma Becco, Will Golob, Joe 
Mahoney, Lucille Zabukovic, Richard Zabukovic, 
Mike Orazem and Rudy Krasovec.

President of St. Joseph’s Lodge #7, Richard 
Zabukovic Jr., presents Joe Mahoney of Catholic 
Charities with a Matching Funds check.

LODGE #115
KANSAS CITY, KS

LODGE UPDATE
On June 24, St. Veronica Lodge #115 celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence 
with Slovenian music, food and specialty wines from 
Slovenia. 

Lodge #115 Financial Secretary and KSKJ Life 
Board member, Julie Schneller, enjoying the event 
with members and friends.

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

LODGE UPDATE
Happy Summer KSKJ Life members! We hope you 
will join us for our annual barbeque on Saturday, 
August 13 at 2 p.m. at the Slovenian Hall in San 
Francisco. Join us for mouthwatering barbeque and 
delicious desserts. The cost is $30 for adults, $15 
for ages 14 - 18 and free for those under the age 
of 14. The Boys and Girls Club of Oakland will be 
the Matching Funds beneficiary. Please call or email 
Jozi Plut for reservations at jozip@sbcglobal.net or 
650-654-2099. We hope that you can join us!

Diana Fir Gremett

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send in all lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month. Additionally, feel free to submit feature 
articles of interest for consideration.

Find Your  
Slovenian Roots!

Slovenian Genealogy Research Center
6415 St. Clair Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44103

1.216.361.5600 • sgsi.rc@gmail.com
SGSI is a designated 501(c)3 non-profit society by the US Internal Revenue Service

DON’T KNOW HOW TO BEGIN  
OR WHERE TO GO NEXT? 

START DIGGING TODAY! 
Call us, email us, or visit our website  

www.sloveniangenealogy.org. 
• Explore research tools/tips
• Read The Linden Tree 
• Much more

Our mission is to help YOU!



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE12

Not only is Jim prepping for retirement, but he’s are also preparing for his oldest granddaughter, Alyssa, to go off to college. As 
the school year quickly approaches, college tuition and other expenses are beginning to flood in. But because Jim purchased 
an affordable whole life policy from KSKJ Life, he is able to rest easy at night knowing both Alyssa and his retirement fund are 
safe and secure. 

MEET JIM KRIZMAN

KSKJ Life, American Slovenian Catholic Union, is an Illinois fraternal benefit society located at 2439 Glenwood Ave., Joliet, IL 60435. 2016-08-WL-V

1-800-THE-KSKJ  |  kskjlife.comLearn more about how KSKJ Life can help protect your family. 


