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A MESSAGE FROM THE KSKJ LIFE HOME OFFICE:

2016 KSKJ LIFE EDUCATIONAL GRANT PROGRAM – APPLY NOW!
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1-800-THE-KSKJ
KSKJLIFE.COM

Since the 1950s, KSKJ 
Life has been supporting 
local communities 
through education by 
offering scholarships 
and grants to high 
school and college 
members. In 2015, the 
traditional scholarship 
program was enhanced 
to promote education to 

all its members; therefore, the KSKJ Life College 
Educational Grant Program was introduced where 
all members pursuing higher education who meet 
the requirements can apply. The streamlined KSKJ 
Life High School Grant Program still remains 
competitive.

Open enrollment is September 1 - 30 through the 
KSKJ Life website. Only online submissions will be 
accepted.  Additional documentation will be required 
as a part of the application including transcripts 
from the previous year, current proof of enrollment/
class schedule and current photo/headshot of the 
applicant.  

The one-time $1,000 grants will be awarded to the 
eligible recipients in late Fall 2016.  

For more information and to apply, please visit 
kskjlife.com/grants or please call the Home Office.

Good luck to all of our KSKJ Life students, and we 
hope you have a fun and successful school year!

APRIL SLEYKO
KSKJ Life Fraternal Coordinator 
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KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 
AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC UNION, 
IN THE INTEREST OF ITS MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) is published 
monthly by KSKJ Life, American Slovenian Catholic 
Union (2439 Glenwood Ave., Joliet, IL 60435).It is 
sent free of charge to KSKJ Life members and for 
$20 a year to other subscribers. Periodicals postage 
paid in Joliet, IL and additional mailing offices.

A MESSAGE FROM 
FR. GIELOW

Greetings to KSKJ Life members, families and 
friends:

Summer must be coming to an end as NFL 
camps are open and talk about Super Bowl 
contenders abounds in every NFL city. I hear 
young people talking about “back to school” 
again. I have often wondered why we go “back.” 
Remember the phrase, “back to the basics?”  It 
seems to me we should be going forward to 
basics. The same principle should be applied 
to school. 

Once, a Marine asked me what I did for a 
living. I told him I conducted parish missions 
and retreats. He said, “We don’t retreat, we 
advance.” We had a good laugh. It is always 
refreshing to think about looking forward. 

We know more about Jesus today than we 
did yesterday. We look forward to vacations; 
we look forward to graduations and first 
communions; and, of course, we look forward 
to the day we enter the kingdom of heaven, 
where there will be no more violence and no 
more killing but only peace, harmony and love.

In the meantime, we do our best to work toward 
a world filled with justice, peace and love. We 
teach these life-changing values to children. 
We treasure our faith, our churches and our 
spiritual leaders. And, because we are so 
blessed, we look forward. God bless you and 
your families at this time. You are in my prayers 
and thoughts.  

REV. RICHARD GIELOW, C.M.
Spiritual Advisor 

FRATERNAL UPDATES

KSKJ LIFE 2018 CONVENTION
Mark your calendars! We are excited to announce 
the next KSKJ Life National Convention will take 
place August 9-11, 2018 in Chicago at the Loews 
Chicago-O’Hare Hotel. 

This top-rated hotel is conveniently located next to 
numerous retail shops, a movie theater and various 
restaurants. An on-site art/museo gallery showcases 
rotating exhibits by local artists. Visit loewshotels.
com/chicago-ohare for more information on their 
accommodations and amenities. This will also be the 
site of the next Young Adult Leadership Conference, 
which will precede the Convention on August 8-9, 
2018. Preliminary information regarding delegate 
qualification and elections will be sent to lodges in 
the coming months.

KSKJ LIFE HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS AND 
PHOTOS
We recently took on the ambitious task of cataloging 
all of our historical photos and artifacts, many of 
which are from previous National Conventions. 

We are planning on having a history exhibit once 
again at the next Convention in 2018. While taking 
inventory, we discovered a few convention years that 
are sparse on pictures and/or artifacts. Two years in 
particular are 1914, which was held in Milwaukee, 
WI,  and 1954, which was held in Joliet, IL. 

If anyone has photos or artifacts from these particular 
years (or any other interesting historical KSKJ Life 
items) and would be interested in adding them to our 
collection, please contact Lauren Baltz at the Home 
Office at 1-800-843-5755 or email lauren.baltz@
kskjlife.com.  

SOCKS FOR SOLDIERS
Our next Supporting Soldiers campaign for the 
upcoming holiday season will be “Socks for 
Soldiers.”  Look for more information to come in next 
month’s issue of The Voice.

ATHLETE RECOGNITION PROGRAM
The Student Athlete recognition and award program, 
which began in the fall of 2008, is back again for 

Publisher: KSKJ Life

Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 

Articles for publication should be sent directly to 
voice@kskjlife.com.

Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of each 
month.

To change address or name, or for matters 
concerning membership, please contact the 
KSKJ Life Home Office. This publication is also 
available electronically at kskjlife.com.

KSKJ LIFE NATIONAL CONVENTION

AUGUST 9 - 11, 2018
LOEWS CHICAGO-O’HARE HOTEL 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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FRATERNAL 
UPDATES CONT.

the 2016 - 2017 school year. The program, 
which is designed to recognize our young adult 
members who work hard on the field and even 
harder in the classroom, is open to all high 
school age members only. (Note: college-age 
students are eligible for the Educational Grant 
Program). If you are participating in a high 
school sport and/or activity, please go to the 
“Athletics” page on the KSKJ Life website, and 
enter in your information sometime during the 
school year. Registration closes April 15, 2017.  
Ten random winners will be selected from the 
list of student athletes, and each winner will 
receive a $100 educational award.

A LETTER TO LODGE OFFICERS
Dear Lodge Officers,

As many of us are preparing our children for 
back-to-school routines, many lodge officers 
are also getting back in the swing of things 
as summer is coming to a close. As you start 
creating the agenda for your fall lodge meetings, 
this is a good time to finalize plans (or getting 
plans on the books) for a Matching Funds 
event, Lodge Leaders or 50 Year Member 
celebrations, and Charitable Giving drives.  
This is also a great time to start thinking about 
lodge elections for 2017 and who in your lodge 
might be a great fit for a particular position.

At the Home Office, we are also preparing for 
upcoming events, including our Lodge Officer 
Appreciation Month, which will be featured in 
November. We would love to highlight all of 
our lodge officers who have volunteered their 
time and talents, so we’re looking for updated 
group photos of your current lodge officers. At 
your next meeting or event, please ask one 
of your members to take a group photo of 
your 2016 lodge officers and send the JPEG 
or PDF photo to april.sleyko@kskjlife.com or 
fraternal@kskjlife.com.

Please send photo by no later than October 9. 
Thank you in advance for your help.

APRIL SLEYKO
KSKJ Life Fraternal Coordinator

For more than 122 years, KSKJ Life has protected, 
connected and served members, families and 
communities across the nation. This past year was 
no exception. From our volunteer and charitable 
giving programs to fraternal events and cost-
effective products, 2015  played a key role in overall 
financial and membership growth. The 2015 Annual 
Report encompasses each facet of growth and 
demonstrates how KSKJ Life continues to support 
our members and their families. 

The following is an excerpt from the Report by Rudy 
Krasovec, KSKJ Life Chair of the Board: 

Reaching a milestone in the history of our society 
is one of the most encouraging events a fraternal 
organization can experience. As KSKJ Life 
celebrates its 122nd anniversary this year, we can 
be proud of the many exceptional accomplishments 
we have experienced during this time—most 
importantly, our continued membership growth 
and significant financial success that will ensure a 
fruitful and secure future for our members and our 
organization.

HOT OFF THE PRESS! We have had successful results in some of our 
recent noteworthy efforts. One of our new initiatives, 
the Educational Grant Program, was introduced for 
the 2015-2016 school year. It is a member benefit 
that helps our students pursue their higher education 
goals. The program has been very well received and 
will be available again for the upcoming school year. 
Also, the State of Illinois Insurance Department 
recently completed an audit of KSKJ Life, which is 
a periodic state examination requirement. The audit 
was extensive and included a thorough review of all 
operations including financial records, information 
technology (IT) systems, cybersecurity, privacy and 
member information protection, staff and board 
member qualifications and backgrounds, disaster 
plans, risk management, financial products and 
member policies. We are pleased to inform you 
that their final examination report was successfully 
completed. For our members, this means KSKJ Life 
is protecting you and properly taking care of your 
investments.

TO DOWNLOAD THE 2015 ANNUAL 
REPORT, VISIT KSKJLIFE.COM AND CLICK 
ON “ANNUAL REPORT” UNDER THE 
MEMBERSHIP TAB. 
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On July 9, KSKJ Life Lodge #197 members Gene 
and Mike Retka, Marge Pryately, Carol Hlebain 
and Jim Bisek helped coordinate and participate 
in a Matching Funds event with Helping Hands of 
Holdingford, a non-profit, rural elder-assistance 
program. The group held a bake sale of 150 multi-
fruited coffee cakes for $10 each in addition to a 
raffle. 

The proceeds of the sale and the matched funds 
will help support the organization’s ongoing care 
initiatives, including transportation, house cleaning, 
chore services, exercise programs, lunches and 
lectures on nutrition and disease prevention. The 
next outreach will be an adult activity day center for 
elders, which will also provide respite for caregivers.  

A few days after the event, on July 19, Helping Hands 
hosted a delicious taco salad lunch meeting in which 
KSKJ Life agents Gene and Mike Retka attended. 
Gene and Mike spoke to 24 elders about KSKJ Life 
products and provided handouts for follow up.

MATCHING FUNDS – LODGE #197

CHARITABLE GIVING DRIVE – LODGE #143

Patrons enjoying a ride on the Helping Hands surrey 
during Holdingford Days. This particular buggy was 
equipped with a KSKJ Life sign that promoted the 
bake sale. 

KSKJ Life members and agents, Mike and Gene 
Retka, working at the bake sale.

Attending the luncheon were (left to right) Karen 
Skaj, Frank Haynes (Director of Helping Hands of 
Holdingford), Mike Retka and Gene Retka.

On Sunday, July 31, nearly 200 members and 
guests from the Joliet lodges attended the annual 
Splash Station Waterpark event hosted by St. John 
the Baptist Lodge #143. 

The late summer evening weather was perfect for the 
waterslides and lazy river fun. It also provided a great 
opportunity to catch up with fellow lodge members 

and their family and friends. Hundreds of school 
supplies were collected at the event and donated to 
the Jump on the Bus program through Morningstar 
Mission. As a result of this benevolent drive, Lodge 
#143 was also able to present Morningstar Mission 
with a $50 Charitable Giving award. 

A special thank you to Regional Director Theresa 
Krampac for her contribution to this event and to 
National Director of Athletics MaryLou Stefanick for 
donating door prizes. 

After hearing of the event and the school supply 
drive, Jim “Smitty” Smith of TEACH (Tradition, 
Environment, Adventure, Conservation, Habitat) 
Outdoors decided to spread the word among his 
fellow TEACH board members. The members 
donated additional school supplies and delivered 
them to the Home Office shortly after the Splash 
Station Event. The mission of TEACH Outdoors 
is to get kids outdoors and educate them about 
conservation and protection of the great outdoors. 
Their motto is “Give ‘em a tackle box, not an Xbox.” 
Much appreciation to this organization for their 
donation.

Lodge #143 members Lynn Schmitt, April 
Sleyko and Amy Koncar pictured with 
the abundant amount of donated school 
supplies. 

Dozens of school 
supplies donated by 
TEACH Outdoors.
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STEPPING UP 2016 – 45 DAYS TO A 
BETTER YOU!
Our 2016 Stepping Up program kicks off September 
1st! Are you going to “step up” to the challenge this 
year? Members and friends can visit the KSKJ Life 
website (kskjlife.com) and select the “Stepping Up” 
tab to register. 

You may register at any time during the 45-day 
program beginning September 1. The focus of this 
year’s program is committing to your overall health 
by getting active—whether that means a 20-minute 
walk with your co-workers, an evening bike ride with 
your family or even cutting the grass. Every active 
minute counts! 

By either tracking your minutes online or by sharing 
your photos, two random winners will be selected 
to win a FitBit Flex based on tracked progress via 
the website and photos tagged on social media. 
Don’t forget to tag your photos using #kskjlife and 
#steppingup so we can be a part of your activity!

ATHLETICS  UPDATES
Through your journey, we will share tips, recipes 
and articles via email and post them on our website. 
We have set a goal of 250,000 minutes of logged 
activity. In addition, the Home Office has agreed to 
donate $1 per participation to the Diabetes Research 
Institute—either by registering on our website or by 
sharing photos via social using the #kskjlife and/or 
#steppingup.

MIDWEST REGIONAL BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT
You’ve asked and we’ve listened. We’re bringing 
back the Midwest Regional Bowling Tournament! 
This year’s event will take place November 5 and 
6 at Town and Country Bowling Lanes in Joliet, IL. 

Your hosts will be Mario and Melissa Medved of 
Lodge #29. More information coming soon on the 
KSKJ Life website under Athletics.

MARYLOU STEFANICK 
KSKJ Life National Director of Athletics

DONNA THOMPSON CELEBRATES 
40 YEARS WITH KSKJ LIFE 

When Donna Thompson (then Donna Terdich) 
walked into the KSKJ Life Home Office building 
on August 9, 1976, for her first day on the job, 
little did she realize the Home Office would be her 
second “home” for the next 40 years—and counting. 
Currently the Underwriting Administrator, Donna has 
worked in every department (except IT) during her 
tenure with KSKJ Life.  A life-long Joliet, IL, resident 
and KSKJ Life member, her grandfather was 
Secretary of St. Joseph Lodge #2 for many years. 
She attended St. Joseph’s grade school and St. 
Francis Academy (now Joliet Catholic Academy), 
both in Joliet. Her hobbies include riding motorcycles 
(as a passenger) and working in the yard. She refers 
to herself as a “total putzer” who can’t sit still. 

Donna has been married to her husband Terry for 39 
years. They have three children (Bobby, Nikki Brock 
and Jenna) and five grandchildren (Brodie, Charlie, 
Lilly, Tyler and Eban)

When asked what is the most rewarding part about 
her job, Donna replied, “It’s challenging but always 

Rudolph E. Dubravec - Lodge #42, New 
Cumberland, PA
St. Aloysius Lodge #42, $10

Robert Mikulan - Millvale, PA 
Al & Mary Ellen Suhadolnik, $25
Mr. & Mrs. David Hursen, $20 

IN MEMORY OF 

MEMBER MEMORIAL

Our prayers go out to the families of our recently 

passed members. Claims have been paid and a 

donation to the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Fund 

has been made on behalf of each.

JULY  & AUGUST 2016
Doris Babich - Lodge #2, Joliet, IL 

Jimmy Bateman - Lodge #110, Wooster, OH 

Rosella Boone Allison - Lodge #153, Millheim, PA

Ann P. Cesnik - Lodge #50, Modesto, CA

Matilda Copot - Lodge #170, Dixon, IL

Donzel Cunningham - Lodge #169, Newark, OH 

Judith A. Fry - Lodge #110, Louisville, OH

Margaret Germovsek - Lodge #169, Mentor, OH

Stanley J. Gorzinski - Lodge #20, Kawkawlin, MI 

James Harris - Lodge #625, Cleveland, TN

Katrina E. Howard - Lodge #44, Griffith, IN 

Joan L. Kautz - Lodge #20, Manistee, MI

Andrew R. Kavcic - Lodge #1, Stickney, IL

Lucille R. Korta - Lodge #81, San Fernando, CA

Susan J. Krista - Lodge #226, Dayton, OH

Anna Marth - Lodge #29, Riverview, MI

Barbara Modic - Lodge #169, Columbiana, OH

Sylvia Penca - Lodge #29, East Moline, IL 

Thomas M. Plasko Jr. - Lodge #50, Pittsburgh, PA

Mary Pozelnik - Lodge #169, Medina, OH

Jean Strus - Lodge #44, Chicago, IL

Dorothy Trdina - Lodge #50, Butler, PA

Dennis White - Lodge #74, New Memphis, IL

MEMBER MEMORIAL

a good learning experience.”  And what makes it all 
worthwhile? “The people, both inside the office and 
the members and agents outside of the office.”

On behalf of the KSKJ Life employees, Board 
of Directors, agents and members, we would 
like to express our sincere appreciation and 
congratulations, Donna!
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Danica Patrick: Granted, my situation is unique. 
Most people don’t drive racecars for a living, so I 
think it’s probably easy for them to put off getting 
life insurance. You think you have time. You’re not 
expecting anything to happen, but it can. A good 
friend of mine in racing just lost his car chief to a 
heart attack at 34 years old. That’s crazy. Bad things 
can happen. That’s just life. And that’s why life 
insurance is just an easy and smart way to eliminate 
a risk from your life.

I also think there’s a misconception that only the 
primary breadwinner needs life insurance. The other 
partner may be doing the cooking and cleaning, 
running the kids around and all sorts of things that 
help the family operate. If something happens to 
them, those things still need to be done, and there 
might not be enough time in the day for the other 
half to take care of those things or the money hire 
someone to do it. So it’s smart for both to have life 
insurance.

LH: Any parting advice?

Danica Patrick: When it comes to life insurance, 
think about it this way: If you were to pass away, it’s 
going to be awful for those left behind. There are 
people who are going to mourn and suffer—perhaps 
financially as well. And whatever you can do to make 
that transition as easy as possible is the kind thing to 
do, the unselfish thing to do.

Courtesy of LifeHappens.org

You may know professional race car driver Danica 
Patrick for her ground-breaking career on the 
racetrack. But this September she will also be front 
and center promoting the power of life insurance 
as the spokesperson for Life Insurance Awareness 
Month, which is coordinated by Life Happens.

Here she opens up about life and life insurance.

Life Happens: When did you first get life 
insurance—or at least consider it?

Danica Patrick: It was an easy decision for me to 
get life insurance at a young age. I participate in 
a risky sport where I drive 200 miles an hour with 
concrete walls around me. Plus, I’ve been fortunate 
to have a successful career from the beginning, 
and I want my family to be looked after if something 
were to happen to me, especially since my parents 
sacrificed so much for me to get where I am.

But going a bit deeper, both my parents lost their 
dads when they were teenagers, and neither had 
any life insurance. My mom was one of five kids, 
and remembers that her mom had to sell most of 
the farm off as a result. When my sister and I came 
along, my parents got life insurance. They wanted 
to make sure, based on their experience, that we 
would be taken care of if something happened to 
them. That certainly stuck with me.

LH: People might be thinking, “Well, I’ll never be 
racing at Talladega. I don’t need life insurance.”

LIFE INSURANCE AWARENESS MONTH:
OFF THE TRACK WITH DANICA PATRICK

13TH SLOVENIAN 
SAUSAGE FESTIVAL
The 13th annual Slovenian Sausage Fest, 
hosted by the National Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame and Museum, will be held on 
Wednesday, September 14 at SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, OH. Cast your vote for the Top Klobasa 
from several sausage makers. Dance to your 
favorite polka bands with seven hours of music, 
from 1 to 8 p.m.

Polka your calories away with bands such as 
Frank Stanger and his 2015 Band of the Year; 
Patty C and the Guys, the Button Box Band of 
the Year; the Fairport Jammers; the Magic City 
Button Boxers; the Wayne Tomsic Orchestra; 
Ron Likovic; the Chardon Polka Band; and 
Canada’s Polka King Walter Ostanek with the 
Polka Hall of Fame All-Star Band. More bands 
to come. More than 50 accordionists and 
musicians are scheduled to perform. Bring your 
own squeezebox and jam along! 

Taste sausages from several makers and 
then pick your winner. Prizes are awarded by 
People’s Choice and the juried Best of Fest, 
where the winning sausage maker becomes the 
official supplier to the three-day Thanksgiving 
Polka Weekend at the Cleveland Downtown 
Marriott Hotel. The King of Klobasa is crowned 
at 6 p.m.

Choose from an assortment of sweet and 
savory treats and refreshments from vendors 
and in the kitchen. Pick up a polka CD or T-shirt 
at the souvenir stand.

SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 Heath Road in 
Kirtland, OH. Sausage Fest advance tickets are 
$10 each and are available at the Polka Hall of 
Fame at 605 East 222nd Street, in Euclid, OH. 
Same-day admission is $12. Children 18 and 
under are free. Call the Polka Hall of Fame for 
tickets and details at 216-261-FAME, or online 
at polkafame.com. 
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Typical term life policies range from 10, 20 or 30 
years of coverage, and allow you to renew as often 
as you need. However, at each renewal point, the 
insured’s increased age and potential health risks 
can increase the cost of the plan. Additionally, term 
life policies do not offer cash back.

YOUR NEXT STEPS
If you’re stuck trying to decide between whole life 
and term life, remember that you can have the best 
of both worlds. Whole life insurance coverage is 
recommended for security purposes and long-term 
financial benefit; however, it can be supplemented 
by term life coverage in high-need circumstances. 
Whichever life insurance coverage you choose, you 
can rest assured knowing that you and your loved 
ones are protected. Life insurance guarantees 
a legacy of comfort and security your family will 
cherish for a lifetime. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TALK TO YOUR 
KSKJ LIFE AGENT TODAY, CALL 855-332-8809 
OR VISIT KSKJLIFE.COM/PRODUCTS. 

additional support. Whole life coverage allows you 
to receive dividends, which adds to the value of your 
policy over time. This gives beneficiaries additional 
benefits upon your passing, including death expense 
coverage and long-lasting financial comfort.

Unless premiums aren’t paid, a whole life insurance 
plan cannot be canceled by the provider. Rather, it 
can only be canceled if done so by the purchaser. 
Although it may be more costly upfront, whole life 
insurance is more financially beneficial in the long 
run; it’s unchanging premiums and forced saving 
structures will help keep you on track.

WHAT’S TERM LIFE INSURANCE?
Term life insurance provides coverage for a certain 
amount of time—or term—during your life. It’s 
often an alternative to whole life insurance when 
the purchaser cannot afford to invest in a long-
term policy. Term life coverage is a secure option 
traditionally sought after in hectic circumstances. For 
example, when families begin to grow or additional 
financial responsibilities arise, term life insurance 
can supplement coverage for these times of need.

FIND OUT IF A TERM LIFE OR WHOLE LIFE POLICY 
COULD BE BETTER FOR YOU

Whether you’re overwhelmed by the sheer number 
of coverage plans available, going through a stage-
of-life transition or uncertain of the various types of 
insurance policies on the market, choosing a life 
insurance plan can be stressful—at any stage of life.

It’s essential to choose a policy that meets the needs 
of you and your family in your current stage of life. 
Below, we’ve outlined two of the most popular types 
of life insurance plan options: term-life and whole-
life coverage. 

WHAT’S WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE?
Simply put, whole life insurance covers the 
policyholder for his or her entire life, with stability 
being the key benefit of this type of insurance. This 
means that once a plan is purchased, the policy will 
remain constant throughout all of the policyholder’s 
life stages. 

Additionally, if premiums are paid on time, they 
will never increase. Whole life not only provides 
guaranteed cash values and death benefits, but 
it also acquires value over time, which provides 

SEPTEMBER IS... 
LIFE INSURANCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 
Be sure you’re prepared for what life throws your way. 
To learn more about how KSKJ Life can help you plan 
for the unexpected, visit kskjlife.com or call 800-THE-
KSKJ.  
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
crossword puzzles, books, playing cards, craft kits, 
brain teaser games, journals, art supplies, nail 
polish, stress balls and travel sized board games.  

Our next two meetings will be held October 19 and 
November 16 at 7 p.m. An email will be sent out with 
the meeting location.  

Ashley Mikulan

LODGE #153 
STRABANE, PA

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings from Lodge #153, Strabane, PA. 
Congratulations to Eric Valencic and Ken Vogrig 
for participating in the Bowling Tournament in 
Cleveland, OH, on April 22-24. 

Several members of our lodge worked at our local 
food bank distributing food to the needy on May 21 
for our Join Hands Day project. Thank you to all that 
helped to make it a success.

Our May Flea Market on May 6 and 7 was a huge 
success. All of the tables were filled with many 
treasurers. The Slovenian Union had a bake sale 
with many delicious goodies to choose from. Thank 
you to all the ladies who did the baking and to the 
ladies who took care of sales.

On July 31, we held a Matching Funds project at the 
SNPJ Lodge #106 in Imperial, PA, for the benefit 
of the 74th annual American Slovene Day. We 
sponsored a “BBQ on the Lawn” with Krek Burgers 
and Dogs. There was a bake sale, good food and 
great music by the Frank Stanger Orchestra and our 
own Veseli Fantje

We are making plans for a Fall Dance at the KSKJ 
Life Hall in Strabane, PA, on Saturday, October 
1. The Veseli Fantje, featuring Frank and Darryl 
Valencic with Bob Zgonc, will entertain. Doors will 
open at 5 p.m. and there will be a $10 admission. 
You may bring your own alcoholic beverages. Food 
and non-alcoholic beverages will be available. All 
proceeds benefit KSKJ Life Lodge #153.

Best wishes to all of our members and their families 
and our sick and shut-in members as well.

Beverly J. (Pleskovich) Rosselle, Financial 
Secretary 

kids participated in corn hole, while others sat 
and enjoyed catching up with each other. We also 
recognized Al Suhadolnik for 50 years of service, 
Mary Ellen Suhadolnik for 25 years of service, and 
Don Mikulan for 15 years of service.  

Lodge #50 members enjoying the annual picnic.

BAND TOGETHER PITTSBURGH
Lodge #50 recently held a Matching Funds event 
with Band Together Pittsburgh on July 23. The 
purpose of Band Together is to help “enrich the 
lives of those in the autism spectrum through the 
power of music.” The funds raised at the event are 
being used for boating excursions on Lake Erie for 
families of autistic children. Look for more details 
and pictures to be published in next month’s edition 
of The Voice.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Save the date for our annual Children’s Christmas 
Party! It will be held on Sunday, December 11 from 
12 – 3 p.m. at Funfest/Zone 28 in Harmerville, PA.  
Please RSVP no later than Sunday December 4 to 
Ashley at the kskjlifelodge50@yahoo.com, to Al at 
412-487-2492, or Bob at 724-443-6830. 

Instead of a toy drive this year, we are going to be 
collecting items for the Jared Box Project. The goal of 
the Jared Box Project is to lift the spirits of children in 
the hospital. Jared Boxes provide a special diversion 
for young patients in the emergency rooms, patient 
rooms, surgical centers and clinics as they receive 
medical treatments. The Jared Box is a plastic 
storage box filled with small gifts, toys, games and 
fun activities.  We are going to be collecting for ages 
under two and 11 and older.  

Gift ideas for children two and under would be bibs, 
rattles, soft books, teething rings, booties, pacifier, 
sippy cups or bottles. Gift ideas for children 11 and 
older would include electronic games, word search/

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT AND DC

LODGE #42
STEELTON, PA

LODGE UPDATE
Our annual Corn Hole Event was held June 18 at 
the St. Aloysius lodge home. It was a great success. 
Our Flag Day ceremony was also held at the lodge 
home, and the speaker was Tom Mehafee, who 
is running for 106th district for state Senate. Tom 
is very active in the Lower Swatara Township and 
is the owner of Breskie Beer Distributor. John 
Gelata opened the ceremony with a prayer, and 
refreshments were served afterwards in the club by 
Tina Muza. I was not able to attend, as I was ill. Tina 
always does a very good job. Thanks, Tina.

Our children’s Halloween Party will be Saturday, 
October 22 at Cibort Park. Please RSVP by October 
8. Invitations will be sent out to lodge members 
only. If you are an active grandparent, you may 
bring your grandchild(ren), but please be aware 
that you will not receive an invitation through the 
mail. Those interested in attending can email me 
at amhubler277@aol.com, or call me at 717-756-
4889. You must respond before October 8. We will 
not be able to accept RSVPs after this date.

Our next lodge meeting will be September 15 at 
6:30 p.m.

Anne Hubler

LODGE #50 
PITTSBURGH, PA

LODGE UPDATE
It is hard to believe that September is already 
here. On Sunday, August 7, Lodge #50 held their 
annual picnic at Middle Road Community Park. It 
was a gorgeous day where it wasn’t too hot, and 
the breeze was just right. Our picnic was a Luau 
theme. Members brought side dishes, while the 
lodge supplied the main dish. Region 1 Director 
Ashley Mikulan sponsored a make-your-own ice 
cream sundae bar for dessert. Some adults and 
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REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF SLOVENIA 
VISITS CLEVELAND

Joseph Hocevar (left) with the Honorable Janez 
Jansa, former Prime Minister of Slovenia.

In the above picture are KSKJ Life Region 2 Director 
Joseph Hocevar and the Honorable Janez Jansa 
from Slovenia. Mr. Jansa has been the President 
of the Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS) since 
1993. He has been the leader of the Slovenian anti-
communist opposition since 1988. He was also the 
Prime Minister of Slovenia from 2004-2008 and 
again in 2012-2013. 

Mr. Jansa was recently at St. Mary Church Hall in 
Cleveland and gave a lecture in English on what 
happened in Slovenia since 1988. Four of our 
KSKJ Life members had the opportunity to meet 
the Prime Minister in his office in 2004 while on a 
tour to Slovenia. The four members were Bob and 
Joyce Vicich, Tony Flaynik and Joe Hocevar. The 
whole tour group also got to meet my cousin, Dr. 
France Cukjati, M.D. in the Parliament Building. Dr. 
Cukjati was the President of the National Assembly 
of Slovenia. We were also on the news that day. It 
was nice meeting with the Honorable Janez Jansa 
again.

Joseph Hocevar

LODGE #25
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE #25 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
St. Vitus KSKJ Life Lodge #25 is sponsoring a 

college students. For more information, contact 
Erika Kurbos at 216-383-1212. 

On behalf of the members and officers of Christ the 
King Lodge #226, we would like to welcome the 
members of Our Lady of Fatima Lodge #255 who 
have been merged into the Christ the King lodge 
family. 

Thank you to all the members who attended the Four 
Lodge Picnic. Also, a special thanks goes to our 
lodge members who did an outstanding job helping 
out at the picnic: Chuck Potenga, Tim Klodnick, Bill 
Urban, Tom Tegowski, Randy and Nancy Zak, Ray 
Zak, Skip Klodnick, Dawn and Nick Bilski. Thanks to 
Beth Paskey, Tamara and Glen Zupancic, along with 
all of their helpers, for coordinating the children’s 
activities.

Also, many thanks to the board members in 
attendance: MaryLou Stefanick, Phil Hrvatin, Joe 
Hocevar and Greg Snyder. They all donated gifts for 
the door prizes. 

The Athletic Club will be holding our annual 
Dinner-Dance on Saturday, October 8 at the St. 
Clair Slovenian Home located on St. Clair Avenue 
and East 64th Street. There will be a family style 
dinner, open bar and music by the Joey Tomsick 
Orchestra. Only 200 tickets are available. For more 
ticket information, contact members Ray or Ron Zak 
at 440-526-3344, Tim Klodnick at 440-526-6431, 
Chuck Potenga at 440-582-5169,  Ray Yartz at 216-
432-0355 or Ron Koprowski at 216-398-3434.

Ron Zak, Fraternal Activities Coordinator

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

LODGE #63
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
What a summer we have had so far! The Cleveland 
Indians vs. New York Yankee’s game was a great 
evening (even though the Tribe couldn’t pull off a 
win), and the annual Four Lodge Picnic was a huge 
success once again. Special thanks to National 
Board members MaryLou Stefanick, Phil Hrvatin, 

scholarship program this year for its lodge members. 
The lodge received donations to offer one or more 
scholarships for students that are attending a 
tuition-paying high school or college for the 2016 – 
2017 school year. The applicant must be a member 
of KSKJ Life for at least two years at time of the 
application deadline, which is October 31. The lodge 
can cancel this program if funding is not available in 
the future. All students can request an application for 
the St. Vitus KSKJ Life Scholarship Grant Program 
by sending a letter requesting the information to the 
following address:

MR. JOSEPH V. HOCEVAR
ST. VITUS KSKJ SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
6114 LAUSCHE AVE., SUITE 207
CLEVELAND, OH 44103-1594

The deadline date for completed applications 
for these grants is October 31. If you need an 
application, please contact Joe Hocevar as soon as 
possible.

Joseph V. Hocevar - Chairman, Scholarship 
Program

LODGE #219
EUCLID, OH

LODGE UPDATE
KSKJ Life Saint Christine Lodge #219 will meet 
Sunday, September 11 at 1.p.m in Gateway Manor, 
Euclid, OH, for a membership meeting. During the 
meeting, we will plan the events for the upcoming 
months. A light lunch will be served, and we will also 
have door prizes. Please contact an officer if you 
plan on attending.

Elizabeth Kusar

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
The next meeting of Christ the King Lodge #226 
will be held on September 11 at noon at St. Clair 
Slovenian Home’s Kenik room. At this meeting, 
applications will be available for the Antonia and 
Frank Sega Scholarship Fund for high school and 
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Greg Snyder and Joe Hocevar who attended and/or 
donated door prizes and Chinese raffle items.  

Lodge #63 members enjoying the Indians game.

Emery Budzinski watching the game with intent.

Mason, Leah, Emery and Brad Budzinski.

The officers and members of Lodge #63 would like 
to welcome all our new members from Lodge #101 
who were recently merged with us. Please keep 
an eye out for a fall newsletter. Our next meeting 
will be Monday, September 26 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Slovenian National Home (3563 East 80th Street.) A 
light meal will be served.

As always, please keep our lodge members in your 
thoughts and prayers.

Jean Marincic

LODGE #146
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
In my previous article, I mentioned the Indians 
game. Our Cleveland Indians are still in first place, 
but the date for a game has not been selected 
yet. Please call 216-267-4866 or email me at 
in4mativ1@hotmail.com if you are interested. We 
are still working on the date.

Our annual hayride is tentatively scheduled for 
October 2 at Luther Farm in Richfield. It is the 
same place we have gone the previous few years. 
Reservations are encouraged since we plan to have 
hotdogs and all the fixings.

Otherwise, things have been rather calm on the KSKJ 
Life Lodge #146 front. We send our best wishes to 
Mark Kocin and his bride-to-be, Rosemary, on their 
upcoming marriage.

Just a reminder that September 1 begins the Stepping 
Up fitness challenge promoted by MaryLou. Please 
do your part to help us log the minutes to make the 
goal. I know I will be encouraging all members to 
start moving.  The experts say it takes 30 days to 
reinforce a habit. Let’s all get a little more active to 
improve our health.

Good luck to all the students starting a new school 
year. May they have much success.

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
Our next meeting will be Thursday, September 1 at 
6:30 p.m. at Brecksville Branch of the Cuyahoga 
Public Library, 9089 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, 
OH. Please note we are meeting on Thursday due 
to the Labor Day holiday. All Lodge #150 members 
are encouraged to attend the meeting.

PORKY PIG SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT 
AND PIG ROAST 
The Porky Pig Softball Tournament and Pig Roast, 
hosted by Lodge #150 on Saturday, August 6, was a 
huge success. Seven teams entered and 130 people 
were in attendance. We played a round robin format 
with two brackets, and Team Klodnick defeated 
Team Snyder during the championship game. 

Team Klodnick players included: Dad/Grandfather/
Friend/Manager/Pitcher Tim Klodnick; his sons Keith 
Klodnick (shortstop) and Kent Klodnick (second 
basemen); his grandsons Drew Stakiewicz (third 
basemen) and Spencer Klodnick (left field); Sutton 
Klodnick (left center field) and Patrick Stanliewicz 
(right center field); Carson Klodnick (right field); 
and Norm Strelka (first base) and Bob Weigand 
(catcher), who are friends from Tim’s 55 and over 
league. Congratulations Team Klodnick, champions 
of Porky Pig 2016!

A huge thank you to all that assisted in making this 
a successful event: 

• Lodge #150: Vicki & David Javor (without 
the Javors, we would not have been able to 
hold the tournament!), Liz, Kris & Luke Jones, 
Elaine & Tony Peskar and Greg Snyder.  

• Lodge #226: Tim Klodnick, Chuck Potenga and 
Ron Zak (Tim attended to a myriad of important 
items.)

• Lodge #63: Tony Mannion and Cathy Matonis

Tim, Chuck, Ron and Tony are always there to assist 
whenever help is needed. Thank you!

Left to Right Tony Peskar, Kris, Liz and Luke Jones, 
Elaine Peskar, Vicki Javor, David Javor and Greg.
Snyder.
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Joseph Park on July 29 with approximately 105 
members/guests. Everyone was busy grilling their 
own steaks, and the trimmings were excellent as 
usual.

Congratulations to Dolores (Mrs. Spike) Ambrozich 
on being awarded the 2016 Lodge Person of the 
Year. Judy Corum read a short introduction and 
after a few lines, Mrs. Spike realized it was her. She 
was definitely surprised and received an award and 
flowers.

Taking turns at the grills during the Lodge Steak Fry.

Nick Vidmar helping in the kitchen during the Lodge 
Steak Fry.

A 50/50 Raffle was held, and Harold Vota was the 
lucky winner of $170. He graciously donated some 
of his winnings back to the lodge. Two CP Market 
gift certificates were also raffled off, and the winners 
were Laurica Petrella-Zitko and Laurie Vicic. Thank 
you to all who brought dessert for everyone to enjoy.

Our very generous members donated a heaping 
table of school supplies, and the collection was 
taken to Catholic Charities in Joliet for their Back 
to School Fair. It’s a huge undertaking for this 
event, and we appreciate everyone who helped 

Greg Snyder; Lodge #226 members Ron Zak and 
Chuck Potenga; Lodge #63 members Tony Mannion 
and Cathy Matonis and many others who helped 
out and brought desserts. Special thanks to Tony 
Peskar for coordinating the whole tournament.   

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK
Lodge #150 now has a new Facebook page to 
share Lodge news, our event calendar, photos 
and other information. Check us out at: facebook.
com/KSKJ150. You do not have to be a Facebook 
member to view the page.

LODGE EMAIL ADDRESS
The Lodge #150 email address for Financial 
Secretary Liz Jones is: kskjlife150@gmail.com 

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL HOME EVENT - 
FREE TICKETS
In a continuing effort to promote business and 
support for the Slovenian National Home E. 80th 
(NASH), Lodge #150 will donate two tickets (each 
ticket admits one person) to each bi-monthly 50/50 
Raffle (occurring the first Wednesday of the month, 
during the months of April, June, August, October 
and December). The next 50/50 raffles in 2016 are 
scheduled for October 5 and December 7. These 
tickets will be made available every other month. 
Please contact us for your free tickets. 

OUR TOWN AND ALL-AROUND TOWN 
BOOKS FUNDRAISER
Lodge #150 will sell Our Town and All-Around Town 
Books again this year. Proceeds from this fundraiser 
will benefit Lodge #150’s Youth Programs and 
Development. The cost of the books will remain 
the same as last year at $28. To order books and/
or for additional information, contact Tony Peskar at 
tonypeskar@juno.com or 440-915-8312.

Tony & Elaine Peskar 

REGION 4 
JOLIET AREA

JLODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
The Lodge #29 Steak Fry was well attended at St. 

Luke Jones helps to shuck corn.

2016 Porky Pig Champions Team Klodnick.

2016 KSKJ LIFE LODGE #150 PORKY PIG 
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT
The following write-up was contributed by Tim 
Klodnick of Lodge #226: 

Last Saturday, under beautiful blue skies, Lodge 
#150 held its annual Porky Pig softball tournament. 
There were three all-star teams made up from the 
Greater Cleveland Senior Softball league and the 
Cleveland Huff-Puffers along with a few sons and 
grandsons. Lodge #150 led by Andrea Javor, Lodge 
#63 led by Rich Matonis, Lodge #146 led by Greg 
Snyder, and Lodge #226 led By Tim Klodnick were 
also in the tournament. Tim Klodnick’s Lodge #226 
was made up of mostly sons and grandsons. They 
defeated Greg Snyder’s Lodge #146 team (also 
mostly made up of brothers, sons and nephews), 
who were last year’s champions.

Each team played two or three games in the morning, 
and then everyone stopped to eat a delicious meal 
of Porky Pig and fixings.  

Many thanks go out to Lodge #150 members Vicki 
& Dave Javor, Elaine Peskar, Liz & Kris Jones and 
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planned that consisted of a fresh fruit tray, a garden 
salad, mostaccioli, garlic bread, fried chicken, Italian 
beef and cake for dessert. Also, beverages were 
served.

Judy Hann has been a member of St. Genevieve 
Lodge #108 for more than 50 years. Her daughter 
Beverly and her son David, as well as her brothers 
Larry and Thomas Tomasic, are also members of St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108. Currently, Judy is our lead 
auditor for the lodge and does a terrific job at it. She 
has only held this position for a few years now and 
has taken it to a new level. When asked to do the 
audits, she does them in a timely manner and gets 
the job done without delay.

When it comes to volunteering, Judy is always 
available to volunteer her services for many of our 
lodge’s activities. She has helped with most of our 
events such as our lodge picnic, lodge Christmas 
party, Matching Funds project, Join Hands Day 
project, ice skating and pizza party, as well as at our 
lodge meetings.

Judy does her best when it comes to referring new 
members as well as encouraging other members to 
participate and volunteer. She never complains about 
working with either the younger or older members. 
She just does her job. Besides being a member of 
St. Genevieve Lodge #108, Judy belongs to other 
organizations such as the SUA (Slovenian Union of 
America) and the St. Mary’s Nativity Women’s Club.

Lodge #108 Person of the Year Judy Hann.

in organizing, preparing, cooking, serving and 
cleaning up afterwards. Bean bags after dinner was 
organized by Mary Petrella, and the youth winners 
were: Rheagan Boucher – first place; Colton 
Boucher – second place; and Hailey Vicic – third 
place. The adult winners were: Randy Vicic & Rich 
Darin – first place; and Vicki Soliman & Jim Boucher 
– second place. 

Judy Corum delivering a donation of school supplies 
to Catholic Charities.

There are only two meetings left until the end of 
2016. Our next meeting will be on Sunday, October 
2, 11:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Park. Why not come out 
for part of the day and take in a meeting?

Well, the kids are actually settled back in school by 
now, Labor Day is upon us and therefore it’s the 
official end of summer. But I’m looking forward to fall 
because it’s my favorite time of year.

Karen (Ramsak) Colman, Reporter

JLODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

LODGE PERSON OF THE YEAR
The officers and members of St. Genevieve Lodge 
#108 have chosen Judy Hann as the Lodge Person 
of the Year for 2016.

On Wednesday, July 13, Judy Hann was honored 
at our annual Summer Bash (lodge picnic). To help 
with the celebration, her daughter Beverly, her son 
David, her brother Larry Tomasic and his wife Donna, 
her brother Pete Tomasic and his wife Pat, were on 
hand to help her celebrate. A delicious menu was 

Judy Hann has been a valuable asset to St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108. She is always available 
to help whenever—from planning our events to 
volunteering her services to make all our events 
successful and worthwhile.

RAFFLE BENEFIT 
St. Genevieve Lodge #108 will be sponsoring a 
raffle benefit for Wreaths Across America. If you 
wish to purchase raffle tickets, please call Alan 
Mihelich at 815-521-9317. Cost is $5 per ticket or 
$20 for five tickets (a book). Prize amounts to be 
given away are as follows: first prize is $500; second 
prize is $250 and third prize is $150. The drawing 
will be held on October 1. The winner need not be 
present. Any monetary donations will be greatly 
appreciated. Please make your check payable to St. 
Genevieve Lodge #108 and mail to St. Genevieve 
Lodge #108 c/o Alan Mihelich, 1808 Waters Edge 
Drive, Minooka, IL 60447. Proceeds from the sale 
of the raffle tickets will help with the purchase of 
Holiday Wreaths to be placed on veteran’s graves 
at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery on Saturday, 
December 17.

Pauline Mihelich, Lodge President

REGION 5 
CHICAGO AND INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #44
S. CHICAGO, IL

LODGE UPDATE
It is my favorite time of year! The air turns crisp, 
weather gets cooler, and leaves begin to change. 
It’s time for football, bonfires, sweaters and boots. 
This is the perfect time to reflect on the summer we 
all just had. My summer was full of new beginnings: 
a new job, new babies and a pilgrimage to Italy and 
Poland to deepen my faith and relationship with 
God. 

Recently, I went on a 12-day trip for World Youth 
Day in Krakow, Poland. If any youth or young adults 
have the chance to go to WYD in Panama in 2019, 
I highly recommend it. There is something about 
connecting with millions of young Catholics from 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 13

There is no meeting in September. It is also that time 
of year to start thinking about the holidays. Save the 
dates listed above for the season that’s just around 
the corner. We invite you to attend our meetings to 
get involved and share your ideas.

Victoria Drinka, Secretary

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE
By the time you read this, many of our college-bound 
students will be off to their respective schools, 
getting settled in dorms and meeting new friends. 
Best wishes and good luck in all your endeavors.

Congratulations to Andrea Ostrowski, our National 
Youth and Adult Activities Director, for conducting a 
very successful Young Adult Leadership Conference 
in Wisconsin Dells. I’m sure all who attended were 
happy campers. From her report in the last issue of 
The Voice, I wished that I was a youth.

This year’s Ed Bregant Memorial Golf Outing will 
be our Matching Funds event with proceeds going 
to First Tee Charities. Please plan on attending 
on Sunday, October 2, at MeeKwon Golf Course. 
Please contact Jim Stoltmann for more information 
at 414-699-1106.

Enjoy the rest of summer and a big hello to all of our 
shut-ins. Nasvidenje!

Mici Bregant

LODGE #79
WAUKEGAN, WI 

LODGE UPDATE
On Saturday, August 20, St. Mary Lodge #79 of 
Waukegan performed their annual Join Hands 
event, coming to the aid of Bernie’s Book Bank. The 
Book Bank, whose mission is “to collect, process 
and distribute quality new and gently used children’s 
books to significantly increase book ownership 
among at-risk infants, toddlers and school-age 
children throughout Chicagoland,” is in desperate 
need of volunteers with the school year about to 
begin. 

The iconic Wrigley Field sign welcoming Lodge #44.

Our next meeting will be October 9 at Saint George 
Church, 9546 S Ewing Ave, Chicago, IL 60617. 
It will be held after the 9 a.m. Mass in the church 
basement. We will discuss another Four Winds 
outing along with our plans for Christmas. If anyone 
has any questions or concerns, please contact 
George Bozetti at 708-334-5434.

Angela Rossi, Communications Officer

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #53
WAUKEGAN, WI 

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCT 9
Regular Meeting -  9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes 

NOV 13
Regular Meeting – 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

DEC 11
Regular Meeting – 9:15 a.m. at Bertrand Lanes

DEC 11
Annual Lodge Christmas Party

LODGE UPDATE
What a day it was for the Miller Park Event! We had 
a full bus to the Cubs vs. Brewers game. Everyone 
enjoyed the camaraderie, refreshments and the 
Trivia Shout Out. And then came the rain! While 
the weather didn’t cooperate, many of us enjoyed 
splashing in the puddles around Miller Park, despite 
the fact that the Cubs couldn’t pull out a win. Thanks 
to Sue Dolence, Gail Pasiewicz and Dana Lainio for 
coordinating this trip.

around the world. Getting the chance to pray and 
grow your faith together and with the Pope is pretty 
cool. 

We started our journey in Assisi, learning about 
Saint Clair and Saint Francis. We then made our 
way to Rome where we were able to pass through 
all four Holy Doors in 24 hours. I traveled with 81 
other pilgrims, including two priests and two bishops. 
Passing through these doors during a year of mercy 
puts life into perspective. Realizing how much I have 
to be thankful for and shining a light on people and 
situations I should be praying for was an incredible 
experience. The reason I bring this up is because I 
also was able to see how KSKJ Life has consistently 
shown mercy to others by what the organization 
and its lodges do for the community. Through our 
Matching Funds projects, Helping Hands Day and 
even food drives, we are all able to show a little 
mercy to others. 

Lodge #44 will be hosting another food drive for 
Saint Vincent De Paul during our annual Bocce 
Tournament. Come join us on September 25 at Club 
81 Too, 13157 S. Ave M, Chicago, IL 60633. For 
more information and to sign up your team, contact 
Jim Rossi Jr. at 219-902-0230.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Cubs 
outing on August 1 for the game against the Marlins. 
This year, we had both sides of the city represented 
along with some Red Sox fans. The Cubs pulled out 
a 5-0 win!

Lodge #44 members celebrating a Cubs win. 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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lodge for more than 40 years. He has held almost 
every office and has worn many hats. He has kept 
a tradition within his family of serving the lodge 
wherever needed, and we can always count on him 
to help us find an answer to any questions we’re 
stumped on. 

Bob always helps with getting the Christmas 
packages ready for the children, and always helps 
Santa hand them out. (A little secret for some of the 
kids: he is not as scary as Santa.)

Robert Trunkel accepts his Lodge Person of the 
Year certificate from Lodge #136 President Edward 
Bayuk.

Bob does so much more and we appreciate him 
for always putting the lodge first. He also helps 
the church by fixing the things he can and charges 
nothing for labor. He is a friend of Jesus and a friend 
indeed to all that he meets. Thank you, Bob!

Our second Matching Funds project is happening as 
I write this. We have teamed up with the Home and 
Community Education group to make the Dairy Bar 
at the Clark County Fair a huge success. 

The money raised is used to buy books for children 
in need. They want every child to have a chance to 
read and love reading. Maybe one of these children 
will someday grow to be President or a doctor who 
cures cancer. Anything is possible when they have 
the opportunity to read and then dream. 

I hope next month I will be able to say that a lot 
of money was made at this Matching Funds event. 
Have a wonderful and safe Labor Day!

Lonna Rakovec, Financial Secretary

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings from Willard, WI! Lodge #136 recently 
held a Matching Funds event to benefit St. Anthony’s 
Church Mission Fund. 

They raised money to send people on a mission 
trip to Saikeri, Kenya (Africa) to help the people in 
a village learn how to use a drip irrigation system to 
grow their gardens. 

This is a very new concept to the villagers, and they 
are excited to have it. These people who have so 
little are so generous with what they have. They 
made blankets to give each missionary and offered 
to throw a party for them.  

This concerned the Missionary Priest that resided 
there because they would feed the guests all they 
have; and with having so little, that could mean they 
won’t be able to eat for many days. They found a 
way around this so they wouldn’t hurt the feelings of 
these extremely generous and proud people. 

We saw a change in some of the volunteers when 
they came back. They were a bit more humble and 
appreciative of all they have. Maybe more of us 
need to experience this in our lifetime.

Lodge #136 Fraternal Activities Coordinator Joanne 
Trunkel presents a Matching Funds check to the 
Saikeri Mission crew: Joyce Rondorf, Megan 
Melcher (who went on the mission trip) and Barry 
Melcher (who prepared and served the elegant meal 
for the fundraiser).

We recently honored our Lodge Person of the Year, 
Robert Trunkel. Robert has been an officer in our 

With a goal of 100,000 bags (each containing six 
books) needing to be shipped by the end of the 
month, the volunteers from Lodge #79 were happy to 
roll up their sleeves to do their part toward reaching 
this important  goal. The group immediately arranged 
an assembly line, where they selected the books, 
packaged the books, and then boxed them up for 
shipment. In the two hour time period, nearly 1,500 
bags were ready for delivery. We couldn’t have done 
it without each one of you!

Members of Lodge #79 showing some of their book 
selections.

Lodge #79 president  Hank Govekar preparing a 
box of books for shipment.

MaryLou Stefanick

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send in all lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month. Additionally, feel free to submit feature 
articles of interest for consideration.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL
From lodge news and sweepstakes opportunities to 
athletic activities and Home Office initiatives, we’re 
continuously posting updates relevant to you and 
our KSKJ Life community. 

Join the conversation with other members on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by using the 
hashtag #kskjlife.

LODGE #69
GREAT FALLS, MT

LODGE UPDATE
St. Joseph Lodge #69 gathered at the residence 
of Ed and Aimee Wood for the lodge’s third quarter 
meeting and summer picnic. Lodge members 
brought the hamburger patties, hot dogs and 
side dishes while the lodge supplied beverages, 
buns and fruit. A volleyball net and horseshoe pits 
provided plenty of entertainment for the members. 
After the sunset and temperatures cooled down, a 
bonfire kept the members warmed up until everyone 
departed.

LODGE #115
KANSAS CITY, KS

MATCHING FUNDS UPDATE
Julie Schneller recently presented a Matching Funds 
check to Ernie Boehner, Chief Operating Officer at 
Catholic Charities for Shalom House. 

The Shalom House is a shelter for homeless men 
that helps them with job skills so they can get back 
to work. Money was raised at a chicken dinner 
sponsored by Holy Family Catholic Church Social 
Concerns and St. Veronica Lodge #115 Kansas City.

 Julie Schneller presents a Matching Funds check to 
Ernie Boehner, Chief Operating Officer at Catholic 
Charities for Shalom House.

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN 

“BERNIE GERL DAY” CELEBRATED WITH 
MINNESOTA FEDERATION MEMBERS

 KSKJ Life members enjoying the game with Bernie 
Gerl (in Dukes jersey).

The Minnesota Federation of KSKJ Life lodges 
sponsored an evening at the ballpark with the Duluth 
Huskies professional baseball team. We were not 
only celebrating an evening at the baseball game, 
but also celebrating Bernie Gerl Day, a former all-
star catcher with the Duluth Dukes baseball team 
that later affiliated with the St. Louis Cardinals.

Bernie Gerl is the sole survivor of the 1948 team that 
was involved in a terrible bus crash. The crash killed 
six team members, including the team’s manager, 
and left the other team members in very serious 
conditions. 

Bernie is also a member of KSKJ Life and resides 
in Joliet, IL. Bernie and his wife, Bernadine, travel 
to Duluth annually to visit Wade Stadium and relive 
memories with old friends. There was a very special 
surprise for Bernie as Bernie “Bobble heads” were 
passed out among the fans. Bernie was busy the 
rest of the evening signing autographs. 

Thank you Bernie and Bernadine for your love for 
baseball and coming back to Duluth. We love you.

REGION 8
COLORADO, CALIFORNIA, MONTANA & KANSAS

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE 
 

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE
 
 
INSTAGRAM 
@KSKJLIFE
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1-800-THE-KSKJ  |  kskjlife.comLearn more about how KSKJ Life can help protect your family. 

Meet the Lopez Family 

COVERAGE FOR YOUR WHOLE FAMILY 

The Lopez family is gearing up for another busy school year filled with soccer practices, dance recitals and 
plenty of family game nights. Althought coordinating everyone’s schedules might be a challenge, finding the 
right life insurance policy is simple, thanks to KSKJ Life. From whole life products to final expense plans, 
the Lopez family can choose the right coverage to fit each member’s life stage. And because KSKJ Life has 
supported members, families and communities since 1894, the Lopez family can plan any life event know-
ing they’re backed by an organization they can trust. 


