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A MESSAGE FROM KSKJ LIFE’S CEO:

INSURANCE REGULATION AND GOVERNANCE

Based on feedback from 
the Illinois Insurance 
Department in 2012, 
KSKJ Life proceeded to 
hold a referendum to split 
the Board of Directors into 
two entities: a Financial 
Board and a Fraternal 
Board. At the time, 
the Illinois Insurance 
Department opined 

that the previous Board did not have adequate 
qualifications to oversee KSKJ Life’s financial 
operations and governance. Consequently, in 2012, 
KSKJ Life delegates overwhelmingly approved the 
Board division.

Subsequently, many states, including Illinois, 
have continued to increase governance laws and 
regulations. In 2016, the State of Illinois passed a 
law requiring minimum standards of business and 
financial education and experience to qualify for 
Board positions. Similar rules apply to Home Office 
Executives. The Illinois Department of Insurance 
now has the power to disqualify Board members 
and top executives who do not meet their standards, 
especially the CEO, from holding office.     

In our recent 2016 State of Illinois regularly-
scheduled audit, the examiners required 
biographical information of all Financial Board 
members and Home Office executives. On the 
Board side we had to create a Finance Committee 
Charter and the Audit Committee Charter spelling 
out the duties and obligations of each Committee. 
Home Office executives and a few Board members 
were individually interviewed regarding KSKJ 
Life Board and Home Office Governance, risk 
management, operations, strategic planning, claims 

processing, succession planning, computer systems 
and cybersecurity, sales, accounting, investments, 
market conduct, etc. The nearly five-month exam in 
2016 was very comprehensive and detailed. As was 
previously reported, I am happy to share that KSKJ 
Life successfully passed the exam in excellent 
fashion. 

In addition, the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC), which supervises all state 
insurance departments, is implementing their own 
regulations as to Board and Corporate Governance, 
as well as a new initiative pertaining to “Enterprise 
Risk Management,” which requires each insurance 
company to file an annual report on all aspects of 
company operations, evaluation of possible future 
risks and mitigation thereof.

All of the above laws and regulations are designed to 
safeguard financial assets to protect individuals who 
have purchased insurance and annuity products.

What are the consequence for the fraternal insurance 
industry in general and KSKJ Life specifically?
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Anti-Money Laundering to life insurance and annuity 
product subjects, including best practices regarding 
general operations and processes. Five of us have 
achieved a prestigious designation FLMI (Fellow Life 
Management Institute) by completing and passing 
the required insurance industry related courses. 

It is important to let our membership know, 
particularly lodge officers and potential delegates 
to the 2018 Convention, about the significant and 
intense role of government regulation. We also want 
to communicate how KSKJ Life is responding - not 
only to comply with state and federal regulation 
requirements, but to strategically plan and work 
ahead to ensure that we remain a successful 
organization for generations to come.

From the Boards of Directors, Financial and 
Fraternal, and the Home Office staff, we thank you 
for your support and dedication to KSKJ Life on a 
local level, serving our members and communities.

ANTHONY T. MRAVLE
CEO, KSKJ Life 

It is now a given that future new members of the 
Financial Board will be required to have very critical 
qualifications of education and experience to 
“qualify” and have the ability to oversee and guide 
KSKJ Life in the future. Having some members with 
accounting and finance experience/degrees or other 
professional designations will be important for KSKJ 
Life to pass the next Illinois exam in a few years. 
New Board members will be required to submit 
to a thorough screening before the convention by 
a qualified Convention Committee (currently this 
is done by the Convention Screening Committee 
which will most likely have to be changed to an 
official “Nominating Committee”). This screening 
will include a full background check, including 
examination of any criminal, DMV, and financial 
records.

It appears that, due to being formed as a Board, the 
Fraternal Board of Directors will also be subject to 
the same qualifications and background checks. 
This was not the intent when the Board was split 
in 2012; the Fraternal Board was created to focus 
on supporting the lodge system, not have fiduciary 
responsibilities and requirements like the Financial 
Board. 

As a result, we will need to continue evaluating 
the structure of the Fraternal Board to both 
satisfy regulatory requirements and maximize our 
effectiveness and service to lodges.

Continuing business education has been a top 
priority of KSKJ Life for many years. This policy has 
been in place long before the implementation of new 
laws and regulations.

Current Board members have been enrolled in a 
variety of online courses, seminars, webinars, and 
American Fraternal Alliance (AFA) workshops, 
including Life Office Management Association 
(LOMA) self-study courses and First Consulting 
webinars to further their background in the insurance 
industry and compliance. Board members have also 
been attending the annual AFA meetings each fall, 
participating in general sessions and workshops. 

At the Home Office, from general staff to executives, 
we require ongoing continuing education. All 
staff regularly complete webinars and self-study 
intensive courses from First Consulting and Life 
Office Management Association (LOMA). These 
courses include topics ranging from Anti-Fraud and 

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC 
UNION, IN THE INTEREST OF ITS 

MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) 
is published monthly by KSKJ Life, 
American Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 
Glenwood Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is 
sent free of charge to KSKJ Life members 
and for $20 a year to other subscribers. 
Periodicals postage paid in Joliet, IL and 
additional mailing offices.

1-800-THE-KSKJ
KSKJLIFE.COM

INSURANCE REGULATION AND 
GOVERNANCE — CONTINUED

Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be 
sent directly to voice@kskjlife.com.
Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of 
each month.
To change address or name, or for 
matters concerning membership, please 
contact the KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available 
electronically at kskjlife.com.

LENTEN THOUGHTS

Lent already. Why Lent? First of all, we know 
Easter arrives because we have prepared for 
it with our Lenten spiritual journey. Jesus gave 
us the example and invites us to follow Him. 

Lent is about conversion—a call to greatness. 
We are good people who are called to be great 
people. So, what do you need to do during this 
Lent to be called great in the eyes of God? Is 
it something you give up? Or going to church 
more? Forgiving someone? Praying more? It 
will be your journey on your way to greatness.

Easter will arrive and you and the Lord will 
rejoice for the call to greatness was answered. 
And, you will know why we have Lent.

Father Richard W. Gielow, C.M.
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donated gifts to their elderly residents. In addition 
to toiletries, men’s gloves, hats, breakfast cereals, 
and a check representing cash donations collected 
at our St. Nicholas Celebration, lodge member Mary 
Lou Terselic and her husband, Rich, had provided 
20 hand-knitted shawls donated by the prayer shawl 
ministry of their parish, St. Ignatius of Loyola Catholic 
Church in Ijamsville, Maryland. The residents were 
delighted to receive these gifts and enjoyed our visit 
a week before Christmas.

Christopher Bohince

KSKJ LIFE IS... PHILANTHROPIC! 
Blessed Virgin Lodge #50 (Pittsburgh, PA) and 
Bishop Baraga Lodge #257 (Washington, DC) both  
recently held benevolent drives during the holidays 
that clearly demonstrated the true meaning of the 
season. 

LODGE #50 
For our annual Christmas Toy Drive, we collected for 
The Jared Box Project. 

The goal of The Jared Box Project is to lift the 
spirits of children in the hospital. These boxes 
provide a special diversion for young patients in the 
emergency rooms, patient rooms, surgical centers 
and clinics as they receive medical treatments. The 
Jared Box is a plastic storage box filled with small 
gifts, toys, games and fun activities.  

Above are the 19 Jared Boxes ready to be delivered. 

Through the generosity of our members who 
attended our Christmas Party, we were able to fill 19 
boxes for children ranging in ages of under two, 4 - 8 
and teenage. We delivered the boxes to Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. The gratitude we 
received when we dropped off the boxes was very 
humbling knowing that we just donated something 
that would be put to good use.  

An email was sent to The Jared Box Project 
explaining who KSKJ Life is and our story of our own 
local collection. We received a very nice email back 
from The Jared Box as well as likes and comments 
to our own KSKJ Life Lodge #50 Facebook page.  
For more information about this, please visit our 
Facebook page and the Facebook page of The 
Jared Box. 

Ashley Mikulan 

LODGE #257 
As a part of the annual celebration of the feast of 
Saint Nicholas/Miklavževanje held by Lodge #257, 
the Bishop Baraga Society, on Saturday, December 
3, we also collected items for the Little Sisters of the 
Poor in Washington, D.C.  

Chris Bohince (back, left), President of Lodge #257 
stands with (left to right) a resident of the Jeanne 
Jugan Residence, Sister Mary Gerard, Julianna, 
Matt and Bernadette Fitzsimmons. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are an international 
congregation of Roman Catholic women religious 
founded in 1839 by Saint Jeanne Jugan. Together 
with a diverse network of collaborators, they serve 
the elderly poor in more than 30 countries around 
the world. On Sunday, December 18, Bishop Baraga 
Society members Bernadette Fitzsimmons, her son, 
Matthew, her daughter Juliana, and Chris Bohince, 
along with Bernadette’s husband, Tim, met several 
Little Sisters of the Poor who helped during our visit 
to their Jeanne Jugan Residence in Washington, 
D.C. They were very kind and grateful for our 
generosity and for the time we spent distributing the 

Cindy Weakley - Wadsworth, IL - Lodge #79
MaryLou Stefanick, $50

Cindy Weakley - Wadsworth, IL - Lodge #79
Mary Chamernik, $25

Gene Klainsek - Joliet, IL - Lodge #29
MaryLou Stefanick & Mary Chamernik, $25

John Zupancic - Cleveland, OH - Lodge #226
MaryLou Stefanick & Mary Chamernik, $25

John Zupancic - Cleveland, OH - Lodge #226
KSKJ Life, $100

Gene Klainsek - Joliet, IL - Lodge #29
KSKJ Life, $100

Matthew Kochevar - Joliet, IL - Lodge #143
Frank & Val Novak, $25

Clara Petruska - Grayslake, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grampovnik, $20

Erica Buschick - Gurnee, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grampovnik, $25

Cynthia Weakley - Wadsworth, IL - Lodge #79
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grampovnik, $25

IN MEMORY OF 

Below is an email from The Jared Box on 
January 15 :

“Thank you so much for making Jared Boxes! 
Your boxes look so fun, packed with love and 
well wishes. What a joy it is to see this great 
little project being embraced by such caring 
and compassionate groups such as KSKJ Life 
Lodge 50! Like our Facebook page - The Jared 
Box Project - and see groups across the country 
making Jared boxes and sweet children playing 
with Jared Boxes. Thanks again!”

The following is an excerpt from the thank-you 
letter received from the Little Sisters of the Poor:

"On behalf of our “little family” of Little Sisters 
and Residents, I would like to thank you and 
all our friends in Bishop Baraga Society for the 
gifts that we received December 18, 2016… 
With your support, we are able to continue our 
mission in providing care for our Residents who 
depend on us for everything, including a safe and 
comfortable home, delicious and nutritious food, 
medical care, love and friendship. St. Jeanne 
Jugan began our mission of humble service to 
the needy elderly in 1839. In our special mission 
of caring for those in need, we depend greatly 
on the goodness of friends and benefactors to 
help us with the means necessary to provide 
quality services and care to our 100 Residents."
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ST. CHRISTINE LODGE #219 CELEBRATES 
90 YEARS
On March 8, 1927, St. Christine Lodge #219 was 
admitted to KSKJ Life with charter members Rudolph 
Tekavcic, John Samson, John Kusar, James Kusar, 
Anton Laurin, Martin Korosec, John Bradac, Frank 
Pivk, Matt Tekavcic, Jennie Burger, Cecilia Bradac, 
Josephine Fink and Lucille Kusar. The first officers 
of our lodge were John Bradac, President; Frank 
Pivk, Vice President; and Lucille Kusar, Treasurer.

Their mission was to support KSKJ Life by providing 
financial security for its members and by promoting 
and encouraging friendship, unity and Christian 
charity by providing meaningful opportunities for 
social, volunteer and charitable activities. We strive 
to meet their objectives and continue to support 
KSKJ Life in many ways. Three of the current 
officers are grand-daughters of Lucille Kusar and 
nieces of John and James Kusar, charter members.  
Elizabeth J. Kusar currently and proudly holds the 
same office as her grandmother. There are many 
current members whom are direct descendants of 
our founding charter members. We continue the 
KSKJ Life family mission.

The past 90 years have included many activities and 
functions.  We recently have participated in the Socks 
for Soldiers campaign, a Matching Funds event with 
Sts. Robert and William Church Scholarship Fund 
and Playground Equipment Fund, Join Hands Day 
at the Slovene Home for the Aged (attending Mass 
with the residents and honoring the volunteers with 
a pizza party), Corporal Communion Mass and 
Brunch in memory of our deceased members and 
in recognition of our 50-year members, clothing 
drives for Forbes House in Painesville, OH, picnics, 
Christmas parties and more.

Our current officers are: Loretta Kusar Brown, 
President; Mary Urbanic, Vice President; Elizabeth 
Kusar, Financial Secretary/Treasurer; Roberta 
Underwood, Recording Secretary; Joanne Kusar 
Ash, Fraternal Activities Coordinator and Mary Cook 
and Mary Urbanic, Auditors.  

CELEBRATING LODGE ANNIVERSARIES

Lodge #219 current officers.

We are happy to announce that Sts. Robert and 
William Catholic Church in Euclid, OH, is now our 
parish home and Father John Betters, Pastor, is our 
Spiritual Advisor. Our lodge currently has more than 
400 members and everyone is welcome to attend 
our meetings and functions. We will keep all of you 
posted in The Voice.

St. Christine KSKJ Life Lodge #219 cordially invites 
all KSKJ Life members and their families to attend 
our 90th anniversary celebration open house on 
Sunday, May 7, from 1 – 3 p.m. at Gateway Manor, 
4 Gateway Drive, Euclid, OH 44119.

Loretta Kusar Brown, President

ST. JOSEPH LODGE #110 CELEBRATES 110 
YEARS
St. Joseph Lodge #110 was founded February 17, 
1907, and admitted to KSKJ Life March 7, 1907.  
Charter members were: Joseph Prijatel, John 
Drobnic, John Gabrovsek, Anton Petric, Joseph 
Zagar, John Arko, John Sebenik, John Zalar, Frank 
Brtoncel, Joseph Podpecnik, Leopold Skrabe, 
Joseph Zgajnar, Michael Pristov, John Mlakar, 
Joseph Bradac, John Rataj, Frank Gradisar and 
Anton Gradisar.

The first officers were Joseph Podpecnik, President; 
Joseph Zgajnar, Vice President; John Rataj, 
Financial Secretary; Michael Pristov, Treasurer; and 
John Arko, Lodge Representative.

2017 Officers include Pete Caparones, President; 
Jim Trenta, Financial Secretary/Treasurer; Kelly 
Herold, Fraternal Activities Coordinator; Mike 
Morgan, Lodge Membership Committee Chair; 

2017 LODGE ANNIVERSARIES
Lodge Age In 2017 Founded

Lodge #1 123 years 06.10.1894

Lodge #2 123 years 04.02.1894

Lodge #7 123 years 04.02.1894

Lodge #20 122 years 02.13.1895

Lodge #25 122 years 05.21.1895

Lodge #29 121 years 04.02.1896

Lodge #42 120 years 04.30.1897

Lodge #44 120 years 08.22.1897

Lodge #50 118 years 11.30.1899

Lodge #52 117 years 05.06.1900

Lodge #53 117 years 11.17.1900

Lodge #59 115 years 03.04.1902

Lodge #63 115 years 10.16.1902

Lodge #65 114 years 01.19.1903

Lodge #69 114 years 08.17.1903

Lodge #79 113 years 12.18.1904

Lodge #104 111 years 12.28.1906

Lodge #108 110 years 02.14.1907

Lodge #110 110 years 03.07.1907

Lodge #115 110 years 05.14.1907

Lodge #136 107 years 05.16.1910

Lodge #143 106 years 07.18.1911

Lodge #144 106 years 09.10.1911

Lodge #146 105 years 04.01.1912

Lodge #150 104 years 02.28.1913

Lodge #153 103 years 05.02.1914

Lodge #169 96 years 07.01.1921

Lodge #170 95 years 04.14.1922

Lodge #171 95 years 06.01.1922

Lodge #196 92 years 08.01.1925

Lodge #197 92 years 09.24.1925

Lodge #219 90 years 03.08.1927

Lodge #226 89 years 02.09.1928

Lodge #236 87 years 06.02.1930

Lodge #257 49 years 02.04.1968
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Lodge #59 will celebrate their 115th anniversary 
with cake and coffee following Mass on March 4 to 
share with the parish of Resurrection Church.  

Lodge #59 current officers.

Rosemary Mattson

A page from the 1938 Convention booklet. In 
charge of the Convention were Joseph Inthar 
(from Lodge #59), Edward Bayuk and Mrs. Mary 
Perushek.  Also on the Convention Committee was 
John Postudensek, who was a lifelong member of 
Lodge #59 and recently passed away at the age 
of 104. John and his wife Anna Mae were married 
just before the Convention and attended it on their 
honeymoon.

Present day activities include Minnesota Federation 
Activities, an annual Christmas Party and Giving 
Tree, Matching Funds events, lodge dinners, 
fellowship breakfasts, service to community and 
church, and fundraisers.

Our present officers are President Jennifer Menart, 
Vice President Ron Erjavec, Financial Secretary 
Connie Menart, Treasurer Theresa LaVigne, 
Recording Secretary Dawn Barchus, Fraternal 
Activities Coordinator Heidi Coldagelli, Auditors: 
Frank Erjavec, Gloria Leseman, Amy Brazerol; 
Communications and Voice Reporter Rosemary 
Mattson, Fraternal Gives Reporter Amy Brazerol, 
Sgt. at Arms Bob Mavec, Lodge Membership 
Committee Chair Tony Menart, Spiritual Director Fr. 
Michael Garry. 

Connie Trenta, Recording Secretary; Cathy Herold 
and Erin Farnsworth, Auditors.

Lodge #110 current officers.

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS LODGE 
#59 CELEBRATES 115 YEARS
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Lodge #59 Eveleth, MN, 
was founded on March 4, 1902, and admitted to 
KSKJ Life. Most of the organizers and charter 
members were transferred from Lodge #4 in Tower, 
MN. Tower, at that time, was the Slovenian center of 
Minnesota. 

Charter members included Joseph Francel, Mark 
Matekovich, John Movrin, Valentine Champa, Anton 
Boben, Anton Ahlin, Frank Rogina, Frank Tezak, 
George Brinc, Peter Skrabe, George Matekovich, 
John Hegler, and Anton Brodnik. First lodge officers 
were Mark Matekovic, President; John Movrin, 
Secretary; and Joseph Francel, Treasurer. 

St. Joseph Lodge #16 of Virginia, MN, merged 
with Lodge #59 in the 1920s. In 1972, Lodge #164 
Marija Pomagaj, of Eveleth merged with Lodge 
#59. Charter members of that lodge included Agnes 
Music, Frances Silar, Mary Bobich, Gertrude Intihar, 
Ljuba Simec, Theresa Kapsch, Paula Hilar, and 
Gertrude Korelec.

In 1981, Lodge #221 of Greeney, MN, and Lodge 
#13 of Biwabik, MN, also merged with Lodge #59. In 
the last few years, Lodge #131 of Aurora, Lodge #4 
of Tower, Lodge #72 of Ely, and part of Lodge #156 
of Chisholm have all merged with Lodge #59.

In 1938, Eveleth Lodge #59 hosted the 19th National 
KSKJ Convention. 

CELEBRATING LODGE ANNIVERSARIES — CONTINUED

With spring on our doorstep and warmer 
weather on the way, it’s time to begin planning 
for the annual Join Hands Month, which 
takes place during the month of May. Join 
Hands Month gives KSKJ Life members the 
opportunity to come together and make a 
difference in their communities through helpful 
projects that connect youths and adults.

Will your lodge be participating this year? 
It takes very little effort to coordinate and 
execute a “Join Hands” project. Just follow the 
easy steps below:

• Decide on a project and recruit volunteers 
from your lodge. Get entire families 
involved. Children love to help!

• Pick any day in May that works for your 
group and the organization you are 
helping.

• Enjoy your day of service and be sure to 
take plenty of pictures to share.

JOIN HANDS 
DAY 2017
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ABC – EASY AS 1-2-3!
The ABC, Alternative Bowling Competition, is back 
for its fourth year. Youth members still have until April 
30th to enter the ABC Bowling Competition. Visit 
www.kskjlife.com/athletics for more information.

STUDENT ATHLETE AWARDS  
There's still time to apply for the Student Athlete 
Recognition & Awards Program. Visit www.kskjlife.
com/athletics to apply. Registration closes April 15, 
2017.

SOCKS FOR SOLDIERS 
April Sleyko and Lauren Baltz from KSKJ Life’s 
Home Office recently visited Operation Care 
Package in Manhattan, IL, to deliver a check in the 
amount of $2,492, which was the amount collected 
from donations and Home Office matched funds 
for the Socks for Soldiers Campaign. April and 
Lauren received a tour of the facility and spoke to 
a few of the volunteers who clearly demonstrated 
their dedication and compassion to this wonderful 
organization’s cause. Thank you again to all who 
participated! 

Donna Jean from Operation Care Package (back 
left) helps volunteers prepare packages.

April Sleyko (left) and Lauren Baltz (right) present a 
check to Donna Jean.

UPDATES FROM THE
 KSKJ LIFE HOME OFFICE

NATIONAL BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT 
APRIL 21-23, 2017

Bertrand Bowling Lanes
2616 Washington Street Waukegan, IL 

60085 | 1-847-244-1300

Hotel Info
Holiday Inn Express 611 Lakehurst 

Road Waukegan, IL.  60085.
For reservations, call 1-847-473-4400, 
and reference the KSKJ Life Bowling 
Tournament to secure the $104.99 rate. 
The deadline is April 7, 2017. 

Friday Night Social 
To held at the Holiday Inn Express 

beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Team Event 
Saturday 2 p.m.

Singles & Doubles Event 
Sunday, 10 a.m. 

Entry forms and additional information 
can be found on the  KSKJ Life website 
(kskjlife.com/athletics) and Facebook 

page (facebook.com/kskjlife).

KSKJ Life would like to remember two former 
Board Members who passed away recently.

JOHN ZUPANCIC 
John Zupancic, age 87, 
went home to be with 
the Lord, peacefully 
on January 27, 2017, 
surrounded by family.  
John was a member of 
Christ the King  Lodge 

#226 in Cleveland, OH, for over 50 years and 
also served on KSKJ Life’s Board of Directors 
for many years. John was born on December 
18, 1929, in Cleveland and graduated from 
Cathedral Latin High School. He earned an 
accounting degree from John Carroll University 
and received his CPA. John led a successful 
accounting and management career at Lee 
Turzillo, Brewer-Garrett and SMACNA. He was 
the beloved husband of 65 years to Josephine 
and loving father of eight children.  

EUGENE “GENE” 
KLAINSEK
Eugene “Gene” Klainsek, 
age 90, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 
8, 2017, with his family 
by his side. Gene was 
a member of St. Francis 

De Sales Lodge #29 in Joliet, IL, and served 
on the Board of Directors from 1990 to 2002 
on the Auditing Committee. Eugene was a 
proud veteran of the United States Navy and 
Army, enlisting at the age of 17. He served in 
World War II and in the European and Pacific 
theaters. He is survived by his beloved wife of 
66 years, Genevieve.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
they rest in peace.

KSKJ LIFE 
REMEMBERS TWO 
FORMER BOARD 

MEMBERS
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REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT AND DC

LODGE #42
STEELTON, PA

LODGE UPDATE
It’s been a cold and long winter, but spring is just 
around the corner. Our lodge meeting was on 
January 19, 2017, and we had our installation of 
officers:

• President - Jeffrey Dermes

• Vice President -  Alan Hoffman

• Treasurer/Financial Secretary - Ron Graves

• Recording Secretary -  Anne Hubler

• Fraternal Activities Coordinator  - Rob Rafaj

• Spiritual Director - Fr. Tom Rozman

• Lodge Membership Chair - Anthony Flaynik

• Sgt. at Arms - Christine Iozza

• Youth and Adult Activity Events - Anne Hubler

On January 14, 2017, we had our Adult/Club 
Christmas Party. Catering was done by Tina Muza. 
There was a lot of good food and plenty of desserts. 
As usual, Tina did a very good job. Thank you, Tina! 
We also collected our Socks for Soldiers at this 
event. 

Lodge 42’s Socks for Soldiers collection.

We recently sent our 50-year members 
congratulation letters and a gift. Our Matching Funds  
event was held in November at Pete's East End Pub. 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
A check was presented to Yolanda Spangler who 
represented the Alzheimer’s Association. Yolanda 's 
Mother is suffering from Alzheimer’s and has been 
in a home for several years. Yolanda thanked us for 
having this fundraiser. She said, “Everyone at St. 
Al’s and KSKJ Life should feel honored knowing 
that the money you raised for the association will be 
going to help patients and their families who struggle 
with this disease. Thank you again for supporting a 
cause very near and dear to my heart.”

Anne Hubler (Lodge #42 Recording Secretary), 
Yolanda Spangler and Jeffrey Dermes (Lodge #42 
President).

Lodge #42 2017 officers being sworn in. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Our next lodge meeting will be March 23, 2017, 
6:30 p.m. We are looking to set a date at the March 
meeting for Join Hands Day.

St. Aloysius Lodge Children’s Easter Party will be 
held Saturday, April 8, at ABC Bowling Lanes. Letters 
will be sent out to active members. Our Lady of 
Brezje will be celebrated at Prince of Peace Church 
on May 20, 2017. It will be a Saturday evening Mass 
and refreshments will be served after Mass in Social 
Hall (tentatively).

On June 17, we will host our Flag Day ceremony 

MEMBER MEMORIAL
Our prayers go out to the families of our recently 
passed members. Claims have been paid and a 
donation to the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Fund 
has been made on behalf of each.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2017
Linda L. Allen - Lodge #110, Huron, OH    
Dennis R. Barton - Lodge #197, Bowlus, MN
John J. Bergles - Lodge #7,Pueblo, CO
Stephanie Burzynski - Lodge #65, Milwaukee, WI
Thelma M. Conroy - Lodge #52, Jacksonville, FL
Willis I. Davis - Lodge #29, Joliet, IL 
Dolores E. Dohm - Lodge #616, Lodi, WI
Pauline R. Everett - Lodge #20, Clarksville, MI 
Julaine M. Ewart - Lodge #52, Fort Wayne, IN
Dolores Frankovich - Lodge #2, Joliet, IL
Edward J. Gergick Sr. - Lodge #115, Tonganoxie, 
KS
Marilyn A. Hileman - Lodge #74, Patterson, IL
Margaret P. Hocevar - Lodge #226, Bedford, OH
Amelia Hubkey - Lodge #7, Denver, CO
Frederick Javernick - Lodge #7, Canon City, CO 
Marshall E. Kalpin - Lodge #171, Alexandria, MN
Anton Kaluza - Lodge #29, Joliet, IL 
Edward Kovacek - Lodge #53, Mukwonago, WI
Frances M. Lashinski - Lodge #197, Little Falls, 
MN
Vivian L. Marthaler - Lodge #197, Lincoln, NE
James Mccullough - Lodge #42, Conway, PA
Frances Medved - Lodge #29, Joliet, IL
Frances Milner - Lodge #169, Euclid, OH 
Anna Moore - Lodge #110, Barberton, OH
William V. Palazzolo - Lodge #226, Paylor, MI 
Olga M. Pauchek - Lodge #104, Pueblo, CO 
William J. Potochnic Sr. - Lodge #29, Crest Hill, IL
Delores T. Powell - Lodge #52, Evansville, IN 
Ann M. Reynolds - Lodge #69, Butte, MT
Annie M. Reynolds - Lodge #74, Chicago, IL
Ruben G. Rodriguez - Lodge #236, Fontana, CA
Darlene M. Scibelli - Lodge #50, Jonestown, PA
Theodore E. Segler - Lodge #196, Royalton, MN
Charles F. Sejud - Lodge #1, Tinley Park, IL 
Deborah A. Shepherd - Lodge #20, Marshall, MI
John W. Skala - Lodge #7, Salida, CO
Eunice Stewart - Lodge #20, Grand Rapids, MI
Robert H. Todd Jr. - Lodge #42, Lewisberry, PA 
Sylvia Trygar - Lodge #53, Winthrop Harbor, IL
Agnes A. Turczyn - Lodge #143, La Salle, IL
Ronald Vanduinen - Lodge #20, Grand Rapids, MI 
Gerald H. Wagner - Lodge #153, Canonsburg, PA
Cynthia L. Weakley - Lodge #79, Wadsworth, IL 
Deborah A. Wilson-Bey - Lodge #153, 
Philadelphia, PA

MEMBER MEMORIAL
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2017. The members of St Jerome's Lodge #153 are 
extremely proud of the both of you.

Lodge #153 had our Christmas Party on Sunday, 
December 4. We once again collected non-
perishable food and paper products for our local 
food bank. We also joined in with all of the KSKJ Life 
lodges in collecting Socks For Soldiers. We are so 
thankful to all of our members for the food and also 
for the socks that were brought to the party. We had 
a total of 115 pairs of socks which were mailed to 
Operation Care Package. We are grateful. Thanks 
so much.

On December 19, we held our Election of Officers 
for 2017. They officers are as follows:

• President - Frank J. Valencic

• Financial Secretary - Beverly J. Rosselle

• Fraternal Activities Coordinator - Michael S. 
Rosselle

• Lodge Membership Committee - Chair - Darryl 
Valencic

• Vice President - Darryl Valencic

• Treasurer - Joyce Iannarelli

• Recording Secretary - Darlene Marcischak

• Voice Reporter - Beverly J. Rosselle

• Fraternals Give Reporter - Joyce Iannarelli

• Auditor (1) Marlene Tkach

• Auditor (2) Marjorie Valencic

• Auditor (3) Cheryl Vogrig

• Sergeant at Arms - Cheryl Vogrig

• Spiritual Advisor - Rev. John J. Batykefer

Congratulations to all.

Look for news in a later issue of The Voice for our 
May Flea Market which will be May 5 & 6. Start 
collecting those items that you would like to sell. Also, 
we are making plans for a spring dance.  Details will 
be forthcoming in a later issue. Best wishes to all of 
our members and their families.

Beverly J. (Pleskovich) Rosselle, 
Financial Secretary

on what we are up to. If you have suggestions for 
an activity, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
Ashley Mikulan our Fraternal Activities Coordinator. 
We love and welcome new ideas!

Lastly, I would like to welcome our newest KSKJ 
Life Lodge #50 member. Johannah Róisín Mulkerrin 
is the daughter of Maggie (Sheaffer) and Pete 
Mulkerrin. She was born on September 16, 2016, 
at 2:52 a.m. weighing 5lbs and 8oz. Congratulations 
on your new bundle of joy!

It’s all smiles from Lodge #50’s newest member 
and Pittsburgh Steelers cheerleader, Johannah 
Mulkerrin. She is the daughter of Maggie (Sheaffer) 
and Pete Mulkerrin.

Ashley Mikulan

LODGE #153
STRABANE, PA

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings  from Strabane, PA and a Happy "Belated" 
New Year to everyone!

Congratulations to our President Frank J. Valencic 
and our Vice President Darryl Valencic  on being 
invited by the Embassy of Slovenia to perform 
at the Sister Cities International Inaugural Ball in 
our nation's capital on Tuesday night January 17, 

at the Lodge Home. The time will be 3 p.m. We will 
have a prominent speaker and refreshments will 
be served after the ceremony in the lodge home. 
Everyone is welcome.      

Anne Hubler, Recording Secretary

LODGE #50
PITTSBURGH, PA

LODGE UPDATE
Happy 2017! Yes, it may be one of the most over-
used phrases, but we at Lodge #50 are pretty 
excited for this upcoming year. 

We held our first meeting of 2017 on Wednesday, 
January 18 and planned out our upcoming year.  
Our events this year are:

• Palm Sunday Brunch on Sunday April 9, 2017. 
Location to be determined. Please keep an 
eye out for updates on our Facebook page and 
emails.  

• Join Hands Day:  Placing Flags at the Veterans 
Graves at Allegheny Cemetery. This will be held 
May 22 - 24. We will meet at the Penn Avenue 
Entrance of the cemetery at 6 p.m.  

• Pittsburgh Ducky Tour in the Summer. We are 
going to open this event up to Lodge #153 to 
join us! 

• Our Annual Picnic will either be Sunday, July 23 
or Sunday, August 6 at Middle Road Community 
Park.  

• Our Christmas Party toy collection will be for the 
Best for Batch Foundation.  

Our Meetings this year will be held in April, June, 
July, August, October, November and December.  
Our new meeting location will be at Hampton Fields 
Village, a UPMC Senior Community Facility. Our 
meeting dates and times will be posted in future 
voice articles, emails, and the Facebook page. If 
you would like to be considered to be a delegate for 
the National Convention which will be held August 
9-11, 2018, in Chicago, IL, it is important to attend 
our meetings.

As always, please keep an eye out for emails and 
updates on our Lodge #50 Facebook page. If you 
know someone who doesn’t have computer access, 
please be so kind to pass along the word to them 
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REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

REGIONAL UPDATE
The annual Palm Sunday benefit dinner will be 
held on April 9, 2017 in St. Vitus Auditorium, 6111 
Lausche Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44103. Dinner will 
be served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. as sit-down or 
take-out dinner. The cost is $15 for adults and $10 
for child 12 years-old or younger. The menu consists 
of roasted chicken, roast beef, home-made soup, 
potatoes, side veggie plate, salad, roll and butter 
and home-made pastry. 

St. Vitus KSKJ Life Lodge #25 and Christ the King  
KSKJ Life Lodge #226 are sponsoring this event as 
a  Matching Funds event. Each lodge can have a 
maximum of $1,000 matched by the KSKJ Life Home 
Office. The designated charities are Cleveland 
Catholic Charities Migration & Refugee Services 
(MRS) and Joseph House of Cleveland, Inc. (JHCI). 
JHCI works with MRS to resettle immigrants coming 
to Cleveland, OH. The secondary mission of JHCI 
is to provide clothing to all new immigrants and St. 
Clair Avenue neighborhood residents. 

Over $80,000 has been spent in the following: 
remodeling a store front and basement; installing 36 
new windows, new heating and/or cooling systems; 
upgrading electrical wiring and panels; installing dry-
wall; painting; repairing a two section brick garage; 
and remodeling four of six apartments. Expenses 
have been paid by Immaculate Conception, St. Paul 
Croatian, St. Vitus; and Divine Word Parishes and 
JHCI plus grants from various foundations, and also 
private individuals. Hundreds of volunteer hours 
have also been provided by H2O (Lakewood, OH), 
St. Edward High School, St. Vitus and Divine Word 
Parishes, and local college students. Volunteer 
opportunities are available at JHCI by contacting 
Michelle O'Donnell, director of operations at 216-
431-7200 or email at josephhouseofcleveland@
gmail.com. The website of JHCI is www.
josephhouseofcleveland.org.   

The goal of this event is to raise a total of $20,000—
$10,000 for ongoing support and $10,000 to begin 
remodeling of a another store front to expand 
distribution of clothing. Direct donations for this 
event are to be made to “St. Vitus Church-JHCI,” 
c/o 6019 Lausche Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103. 

the National KSKJ Life basketball and bowling 
tournaments for many years. John was an avid 
golfer and played softball and basketball well into 
his seventies. John always seemed to keep his 
composure, even while facing adversity. As John 
always said, "It'll all work out." John was a great 
person and will truly be missed.   

Ron Zak, Fraternal Activities Coordinator 

UPCOMING DATES
MAR 10
5:30 p.m. Lodge meeting and Fish Fry at the St. 
Clair Slovenian Natl. Home     

MAR 26
Casino trip to Meadows Casino near Pittsburgh, P.A.    

APR 7
5:30 p.m. Meeting and Fish Fry at the Nash on E 
80th St.   

APRIL 9
11:30 a.m. Matching Funds Palm Sunday Benefit 
Dinner at the St. Vitus Auditorium.  

MAY 6
Join Hands Day and Lodge meeting at the St. Clair 
Slovenian National Home   

                             

LODGE UPDATE
It’s hard to believe that Lent is just a couple weeks 
away, and with that comes those yummy Friday Fish 
Fries! Join Lodge #226 at the Slovenian National 
Home on March 10 at 5:30 p.m. for the March Board 
Meeting, immediately followed by a Fish Fry in the 
Home’s Clubhouse. All members of Lodge #226 in 
attendance will receive $10 off their meal, so come 
join us for a wonderful evening of delicious food, 
good company and lots of laughter.

PALM SUNDAY BENEFIT DINNER
Start Holy Week with a delicious meal—and help 
raise some money, too—at the annual St. Vitus 
Parish Palm Sunday benefit dinner on April 9 (St. 
Vitus Auditorium). Dinner will be served from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Dinners are $15 per adult and $10 per 
child 12 and younger. Your purchase will help raise 
money for Joseph House of Cleveland, Inc., and 
Migration & Refugee Services, Cleveland Catholic 
Charities. KSKJ Life Lodge #226 will match funds 
for 15 dinners, so come help us help St. Vitus meet 

Dinner tickets and other information is available by 
contacting St. Vitus Parish rectory at 216-361-1444. 

Stane Kuhar

LODGE #169
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
Our Communion breakfast is coming up on Sunday, 
March 19, the feast of St. Joseph. We will gather at 
the 10 a.m. Mass at St. Mary's Church in Collinwood. 
Afterward, we will enjoy a hot breakfast in the parish 
hall. All members are invited to attend.

If you're interested in going to the National Bowling 
Tournament in Waukegan, IL, on April 21-23, we 
have a bus going from Cleveland, leaving on Friday 
and returning Sunday night. Non-bowlers who just 
want to make the trip with us are welcome. Contact 
me at JanezNemec@aol.com or 216-541-7243.

Applications for the Lodge #169 high-school and 
college scholarships are available by contacting a 
lodge officer. The application deadline is April 30.

Our next meeting is Thursday, March 16, in the 
meeting room of the Collinwood Slovenian Home, 
15910 Holmes Ave. We'll discuss the success of our 
Ash Wednesday Matching Funds fish dinner at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Shrine in Euclid and make plans for 
our 50-year-member dinner scheduled for May 11.

An early happy spring to everyone!

John Nemec, Fraternal Affairs Coordinator

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

IN MEMORY  
John Zupancic, a long time National Board member 
and a member of Christ the King Lodge #226 in 
Cleveland, passed away on January 27 at the age of 
87. John served on the National Board as a member 
of the Finance Committee for over 12 years. He 
also served as an auditor for Lodge #226 for over 
20 years. John was a great family man, he and his 
wife Josie were married for 65 years. Together they 
raised eight children. 

John was a very good athlete. He participated in 
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their goal of $20,000. 

ABC BOWLING TOURNAMENT 2017
Calling all bowlers: The ABC (Alternative Bowling 
Competition) is in full swing. The competition is a 
great way for our youth members to get active! Bowl 
at your convenience, but don’t delay, the contest will 
end in April. Details and registration information can 
be found on the KSKJ Life website: www.kskjlife.
com/membership/athletics. 

Check out our Facebook Page (KSKJ Cleveland 
Lodge #226) for updates and photos of events.

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

3
LODGE #63

CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
Our annual New Year’s meeting was held Monday, 
January 23 where our officers took the vow to 
serve faithfully.  A tentative calendar of events was 
approved including: bus trip to the National Bowling 
Tournament, our 50-year member dinner on May 
21 (location yet to be decided), an Indians Game 
and our yearly Back to School Bash on August 7 at 
Dave and Busters in Westlake. We hope to draw in 
some of our new members from the recent merger. 
All monthly meetings are held on the fourth Monday 
of the month at the Slovenian Home on East 80th 
street at 6:30 p.m. 

BOWLING BUS TRIP
We will be hosting a bus trip to Waukegan for the 
Annual Bowling Tournament the weekend of April 
21-23, the cost per person is $130 which includes 
the bus fee plus food and beverages to and from 
and in-between.

We will depart the Lake Front Garage on Friday at 1 
p.m. and then pick up our East side friends at Orr Ice 
Arena at 1:45 p.m. Then it’s off to the tournament. 
We will return Sunday leaving Waukegan at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. If you need teams to 
bowl with, let me know and I will do my best to 
accommodate. All are responsible for booking their 
own room and for the room fee.  We will be staying 
at the Holiday Inn. 

If you are interested, please call or text me at 440-
781-3075.  The bus payment is due by March 20, 
2017 and can be mailed to Jean Marincic: 8414 
Settlers Passage, Brecksville, OH 44141.  

Join Lodge #63 as we venture to the 
National Bowling Tournament in Waukegan, 

IL, on April 21-23, 2017

East Side and West Side Pickup Locations
Depart Friday, April 21 at 1 p.m. (West Side)

and 1:45 p.m. (East Side)

We will leave Waukegan on Sunday at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. The cost is $130 per 
person and includes bus fare, food /beverages 
(to and from and in-between) and good, old 
fashioned Slovenian fun! 
Please send checks made payable to St. 
Lawrence #63 to: 

Jean Marincic 8414 Settlers Passage, 
Brecksville, OH 44141 

Please RSVP by March 20, 2017.

As always please keep all our members in your 
thoughts and prayers. Najboljše od vsega (Best of 
all)!

Jean Marincic

3
LODGE #146

CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
On February 5, we had our Matching Funds benefit 
for St. Mary's Slovenian School. The Super Bowl 
game could not have been better. And, to see it 
on the big screen - that was great. The weather 
cooperated, and we had great support. We had 
a couple of the teachers at our event as well. We 
pulled the numbers for the squares at Quaker Steak 
and Lube on the Friday before. I did manage to sell 
one of the winning squares to my bowling captain, 
which was nice.

Preparations have been made for our 50-year 
member luncheon with St. Anne's Lodge #150. We 
have one honoree for the event - Anne Volo. She 
is from out of state, but we will recognize her. The 
dinner will be at Santos Restaurant, 7565 Pearl 
Road, Middleburg Hts., OH 44130. Santo's is on 

Pearl Road, near I-71. We will have a private room 
for the event. Reservations are needed, so please 
call me at 216-267-4866 if you wish to join us. The 
event will begin at 2 p.m.

It is not too late for the youth members to join the 
ABC bowling tournament. I encourage all the youth 
to partake in this event. It's easy - bowl at the center 
of your choice. Then enter the scores on-line under 
the Athletics section of kskjlife.com.

The National Bowling Tournament in Waukegan will 
take place at the end of April. If interested, please 
call Chris Kocin so that he can start working on our 
teams. Enjoy the soon-to-be Spring!  

Josie Kmet, Recording Secretary

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Our next two meetings are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
for Wednesday March 8th and Tuesday, April 4 at 
Brecksville Branch of the Cuyahoga Public Library, 
9089 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH. We continue 
to plan our 2017 activities calendar. Please let us 
know your suggestions. All Lodge #150 members 
are encouraged to attend these meetings.

  

50 YEAR MEMBERS DINNER
Our 50-year member recognition dinner is 
scheduled for Sunday, March 19 at 2 p.m. in the 
Florence Room at Santo’s Italian Restaurant, 7565 
Pearl Road, Middleburg Heights, OH 44130-6429. 
Their number is 440-234-6480. Members planning 
to attend should contact Elaine Peskar at 440-503-
8312 to insure that sufficient space is reserved. 

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
The KSKJ Life National Bowling Tournament is 
scheduled for Waukegan, IL, April 21-23, 2017.  
Saint  Anne's Lodge #150 plans to sponsor two 
Lodge #150 bowling teams, a men's and women's 
team or a mixed team (for members of Lodge #150). 
We will sponsor each member’s bowling fees for the 
entire tournament: team, singles, doubles and all 
events. If you have a preference for being included 
on a team with a specific Lodge #150 member 
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Saturday, April 1. You should receive a post card 
with all the details on it.

On Wednesday, May 24, the Joliet KSKJ Life lodges 
will have Mass at St. Joseph Church at 6:30 p.m. for 
the feast of Marija Pomagaj, Patroness of Slovenia 
and KSKJ Life. Mass will be followed by a social 
gathering. Everyone is invited. Singers are invited to 
join the church choir for Mass.

The next meeting of the combined Joliet Lodges of 
KSKJ Life will be held on Tuesday, March 7, at 7 
p.m., T&C Lanes. Hope to see you there.  

That’s it for now. Have a great St. Patrick’s Day. Until 
next time.

Pauline Mihelich, Recording Secretary/Reporter

LODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
Sunday, March 5, 11:30 a.m. at St. Joe’s Park is the 
Annual Chili Cook Off. If you have not already signed 
up to enter your crockpot of chili, please e-mail me 
at rccklcalc@sbcglobal.net just so we can get an 
idea for set up. Hope to see you there.

I would like to make special mention of two very 
nice gentlemen who recently passed away and 
played a big part in our lodge over the years, Gene 
Klainsek and Tony Kaluza. Both held many offices 
and attended meetings and events too numerous 
to count. I remember my Dad being friends and 
serving our Lodge with these two individuals and, 
of course, he had nicknames for them. Mr. Klainsek 
was “Big Gene” and Mr. Kaluza was “Toncek.” We 
have so many wonderful memories and thank you 
for always being there for our Lodge. Our sympathy 
to their families at this difficult time.

For the month of March, we have St. Patrick's Day, 
Daylight Savings Time and the first day of spring to 
look forward to and hopefully some warmer weather, 
too! Keep in mind our next meeting in the Spring will 
be on Sunday, May 7, 11:30 a.m. at St. Joe’s Park.

MAY 13
Join Hands Day NASH

MAY 14
Mother’s Day Mass/Brunch at the NASH E. 80th

AUG 5
Porky Pig Softball Tournament & Pig Roast 

AUG 19
Saint Lawrence Feast Day Mass & Dinner at Saint 
Mary’s 

Lodge #150 President, Tony Peskar presents a 
Matching Funds check to Tony Mannion, NASH 
president. The funds were collected at the NASH/
Tailgate event.

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Lodge #150 Voice Reporters 

REGION 4 
JOLIET AREA

COMBINED JOLIET LODGES 
On Tuesday, February 7, the combined Joliet 
Lodges of KSKJ Life held their monthly meeting at 
T&C Lanes. Members from Lodge #2, Lodge #29 
and Lodge #108 were in attendance for the meeting.

Sorry folks, the “200” raffle has been postponed 
again until the March meeting. There are still tickets 
out that have not been turned in as of yet. If your 
lodge has not turned in their tickets, please do so 
at the March meeting. Hopefully, we will be able to 
pull for the months of January, February and March. 

Joliet KSKJ Life lodges will participate in St. Joseph 
Church’s annual 40-hour devotion for St. Joseph 
Day with adoration and prayers on Saturday, March 
18, from noon to 1 p.m. at St Joseph Church in 
Joliet. All KSKJ Life members are invited to join us 
in Church for devotion.

As a reminder, the kids Easter Egg Hunt is on 

please indicate that desire. If more members sign up 
than there are spaces available we will use a lottery 
to select those members we are able to sponsor. If 
enough youth members sign up, we would consider 
an additional youth members team. 

Please let us know if you have an interest in bowling 
and/or if you have any questions. Tournament 
information has been published in The Voice. Entry 
forms and additional information can we found on 
the KSKJ Life website (kskjlife.com/athletics) and 
Facebook page (facebook.com/kskjlife).

Lodge #63 has reserved a bus for those traveling 
from the Cleveland, OH, area. 

FISH FRY SCHEDULES 
The Fish Fries at St. Mary’s (Collinwood) are 
scheduled to be held from 3 - 7 p.m. each Friday 
until the end of Lent, excluding Good Friday.

The Slovenian National Home - E. 80th (NASH) Fish 
Fry Schedule is March 3, March 10, March 24 and 
April 7.

JOIN HANDS DAY MAY 13 AT THE NASH
Our Join Hands Day at the NASH is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 13. Please contact Tony Peskar if 
you wish to participate. Please save the date.

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 
Lodge #150 now has a new Facebook page to share 
Lodge news, event calendar, photos and other 
information. Check us out at:  www.facebook.com/
KSKJ150. 

You do not have to be a Facebook member to view 
the page. 

LODGE EMAIL ADDRESS 
The Lodge #150 email address for Financial 
Secretary, Liz Jones is kskjlife150@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATES 
MAR 1
Ash Wednesday

MAR 19
Fifty Year Member Recognition Dinner 
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will gather in Ferdinand Hall for sandwiches, chips, 
and refreshments. Members, please mark your 
calendars.

Then on Sunday, June 4, St. Genevieve Lodge 
#108 will have their monthly meeting at 1 p.m. in 
Ferdinand Hall. There will be no meetings held in 
July, August or September. We will resume our 
meetings in October.

That’s it for now. Until next time.

Pauline Mihelich, Lodge President

JLODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
Our next lodge  meeting will take place on Thursday, 
March 9, at 7 p.m. at Panera Bread Co. in  Plainfield, 
at the corner of Route 59 and Caton Farm Rd. If 
you can’t physically attend, you can join us via 
conference call. Please contact April with the call-
in information at (aprilsleyko@gmail.com) or check 
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/kskj143.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAR 9 
Lodge Meeting 7 p.m. – Panera Bread Co., 
Plainfield, IL

APR 21-23
National Bowling Tournament, Waukegan, IL

MAY 11
Lodge Meeting 7 p.m. – Panera Bread Co., 
Plainfield, IL

MONTH OF MAY  
Lemonade Stands to raise money for Feed my 
Starving Children

JUN 17
Volunteer at Feed My Starving Children, Naperville, 
IL, from  2 - 4 p.m. (Join Hands Day Project)

JULY
Summer Social – TBD

SEPT 14
Lodge Meeting 7 p.m. – Panera Bread Co., 
Plainfield, IL

A mother/daughter dance by Laurica and Antolina  
Zitko.

2017 Officers: Sitting l-r: Becky Velasquez, Judy 
Corum, Kathy Lovati, Karen Colman.  Standing l-r: 
Frank Juricic, Nick Vidmar, Ken Velasquez, Louie 
Derlinga, Paul Boettcher.

Karen (Ramsak) Colman, Reporter

JLODGE #108
JOLIET, IL

Hello everyone and Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

On Sunday, February 5, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 
held their monthly meeting. The attendance award 
was won by Mary Kay Demick. A 50/50 raffle was 
held with Eileen Plese and Rosemary Rogel being 
the winners. Congratulations!

Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, April 2, at 
1 p.m. in Ferdinand Hall. 

On Saturday, June 3, St. Genevieve Lodge #108 
will have a 4 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph Church in 
Joliet, IL, for all living and deceased members of 
Lodge #108. After the Mass, members of the lodge 

SEPT 23
Oktoberfest & Chili Cook-off, Van Horn Woods 
Pavilion #3, Plainfield, IL, from 2 - 5 p.m.

OCT 12
Lodge Meeting 7 p.m. Location TBA.

NOV 30
Lodge Meeting 7 p.m. location TBA *Annual Meeting/
Election of 2018 Officers*

DEC 17
Christmas Caroling - Our Lady of Angels Home at 2 
p.m. Lodge Winter Social immediately following at 
Starbucks Coffee, Jefferson St. Joliet, IL.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Lodge #143 officer Margaret 
Koncar on passing her Occupational Therapy board 
exams!

LREGION 5 
CHICAGO AND INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #44
S CHICAGO, IL

LODGE UPDATE
It’s that time of year again when we all sit down and 
try and plan out the upcoming year. The officers of 
Lodge #44 are no different. We already have some 
events and meetings planned for this year. Our first 
event will take place on Sunday, April 2. The time-
honored tradition of Corporate Communion will be 
held at Saint George Church on the East Side. Mass 
will be at 9 a.m. with a reception to follow. 

We have already scheduled our meetings for this 
year. Time and places are still up in the air but the 
dates are the following Sundays: June 4, August 6 
and October 1. Our December meeting will also take 
place during our Christmas Party. That date is still to 
be determined. 

All of us at Lodge #44 are excited to see what this 
year will bring for us. We, of course, will have all 
of our annual events such as food drives, helping 
hands, matching funds, bocce tournament and the 
baseball outing. We are also looking at planning 
another casino trip and possibly making our way 
to see a hockey game! If you have any ideas of 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 13

Life events, mostly at Mother of God School and 
Church. As a young adult, she participated in a 
few basketball and softball tournaments, and more 
recently supported our lodge fund raisers. While she 
didn’t meet her husband at a KSKJ Life Basketball 
tournament, it is quite possible that their paths may 
have crossed at a few of them back then.  

Cindy is survived by her loving husband of 35 
years, Mike Weakley, their daughter Kelly, and their 
son Kevin. She is also survived by her brother Joe 
Zupec, and her sisters Sandy (Zupec) Knobbe and 
Debbie (Zupec) Yanik, and their families.  

Lyrics from the song No More Pain, by Point of 
Grace

“She sits by the window with wandering eyes. She 
has a song in her heart and a golden disguise. Her 
body is torn because age doesn't heal. She's not 
letting on about the pain that she feels. But she 
knows in her soul that it won't be too long. 'Til Jesus 
comes back to carry her home. Where there will be 
no more pain, no more sorrow. No more waiting for 
illusive tomorrows. There will be no more pain, no 
more dying. No more striving or strain, no more pain”

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to the entire 
Weakley and Zupec families. Until we meet again 
my dear friend. 

MaryLou Stefanick

Cindy (Zupec) Weakley.

The date is Sunday, April 30, and the place is the 
New Berlin Ale House on Cleveland Ave., just 
west of Moorland Road. The cost is $30 (includes 
bowling, shoes, prize money, pizza, and soda). This 
will be a Matching Funds event and proceeds will go 
to Suicide Awareness and to our lodge scholarship 
fund.

Alenka Podpecan from Slovenia will be the guest 
conductor when the Master Singers of Milwaukee 
present a concert "Between Two Worlds". The 
performances will be held on Saturday, March 18, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the North Shore Congregational 
Church in Fox Point and on Sunday, March 19, at St. 
John's Lutheran Church in Brookfield, WI. Tickets 
are $20 for adults, $18 for seniors, and $10  for 
students.  This program is being presented with a 
performance grant by the Slovenian Arts Program of 
the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. The chorus 
will sing in both English and Slovenian. Please call 
me, Mici Bregant, for more information at 414-543-
6695.

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 
1, at 6:30 p.m. in the Rectory Meeting Room of St. 
John's the Evangelist Church. Come and meet your 
new president, Rudy Pugel, and then enjoy some 
fellowship after the meeting. Next year, St. John's 
is celebrating their 115th anniversary and we would 
like to plan something special. We need your input! 
Nasvidenje!

Mici Bregant

LODGE #79
WAUKEGAN, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
On February 2, St. Mary #79 lost one of its lifelong 
members, and I personally lost one of my lifelong 
friends. Cindy (Zupec) Weakley passed away after 
a courageous battle with appendix cancer. She was 
only 60 years old.

Through her journey, Cindy silently strengthened 
those around her. She never feared losing to cancer, 
for she beat cancer in the way she lived her life. Her 
Christian faith allowed her to be a strong example 
for her family and all those she encountered. If you 
knew Cindy, you were better because of it.  

In her youth, Cindy would attend local KSKJ 

what you would like to see our lodge do this year, 
please contact George at 708-334-5434 or myself 
at 219-718-7599, and let us know. We’ll bring them 
to the meeting. Better yet, come and pitch your idea 
yourself! We always love new faces!

Angela Rossi

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

Lodge #52 member Jerry Watson and his 
granddaughter are ready to enjoy the delicious food 
at the Sausage Feast.

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Yesterday we had temperatures in single digits, 
today it is supposed to reach lower 40s. I'll take the 
latter. 

Entry blanks for the Charles Mouradian/Debbie 
Nowak Memorial 9-Pin Tap Bowling Tournament 
will be sent via the Internet. If you are interested in 
bowling in this fun filled event and did not get one, 
please call Diane Mouradian at 262-365-9898.  
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On May 13, we will be hosting our annual Join Hands 
Day project. We plan to clean up at Greendale 
Cemetery to get ready for Memorial Day.  Bring your 
rakes, grass clippers and shovels and help with a 
worthwhile project.

Mark your calendars for August 20 for our Annual 
Dinner and Fellowship. Plans are starting to be 
made and will be updated as soon as possible. 
We do know that it will be held at the Knights of 
Columbus Center. Flyers will be sent out and I will 
put it in The Voice and in Church Bulletins. Hope 
you can make this enjoyable event.

Pat Slapnick, President

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

LODGE #59
ELEVETH, MN

LODGE UPDATE
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Lodge #59 held their 
annual Christmas Party and election of officers on 
December 11 at Resurrection Church’s Holy Family 
Hall.

Frank and Ron Erjavec at the Christmas Party.

The true meaning of Christmas…Santa asked  this 
young lady what she wanted for Christmas, and she 
responded, “A donation for the House of Mercy.”  
The House of Mercy provides homeless people a 
place to live while they get back on their feet.

Lonna Rakovec, Financial Secretary

LODGE #144
SHEBOYGAN, WI

UPCOMING EVENTS
On March 4, we will be having our Juvenile Bowling 
Tournament at Maple Lanes beginning at 2 p.m.  
As in the past, we have made this a family event.  
Parents, grandparents or older siblings can join in 
the fun. Please call Ken Miller at 920-452-2342. 

Are you unable to make this date? Think about 
entering the ABC Bowling event! Members under the 
age of 15 can go to the nearest bowling alley, bowl 
two or three games and get a copy of your scores 
then submit them to Ken Miller. They will be entered 
in the KSKJ Life ABC event and qualify for prizes.  
You can do bumper or straight bowling. Make this 
a family outing. This event is until the end of April.

JOIN HANDS DAY
Looking for a fun, short term volunteer activity for 
your family? Then come join us on Saturday, April 8, 
from 9 - 11 a.m., when St. Mary Lodge #79 members 
will roll up their sleeves to help out the great folks at 
Bernie’s Book Bank in Lake Bluff. To sign up, please 
contact John Deram at kskjwaukeganathletics@
yahoo.com. Note: volunteers must be at least eight 
years of age.

To find out more about Bernie’s Book Bank visit 
www.berniesbookbank.org. 

MaryLou Stefanick

LODGE #136
WILLARD, WI

LODGE UPDATE
Greetings from Willard!

Our "Hunting & Fishing Jamboree" is March 12, at 
Holy Family Parish Center in Willard. It will start with 
a potluck lunch at noon. There will be prizes given 
for largest deer (buck & doe), bear, duck, geese and 
fish. Adult members of Lodge #136 can only register 
game fish and children can register both game and 
rough fish. If you have anything to register,  please 
call Bob Trunkel at 715-267-7264. There will also be 
door prizes and bingo. Hope to see you there.

We had two organizations approach us for Matching 
Funds, so watch The Voice for future details.

Children sing Christmas Carols at the lodge 
Christmas party.
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OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send in all lodge news and events to 
voice@kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each 
month. Additionally, feel free to submit feature 
articles of interest for consideration.

SPRING CLEANING TIP!
Spring is the perfect time to review your policy 
information. Have you recently moved? Are you 
newly married? Do you need to update your 
beneficiary information?  

If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
contact us today at (800) 843-5755 so that we may 
update our records with your current information.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL! 
Join the conversation with other members on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by using the 
hashtag #kskjlife.

MAY 5
Annual Reverse Raffle at 6 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Hall 

LODGE UPDATE
St. Joseph’s Lodge #7 held its installation of officers 
on January 23, 2017. We would like to congratulate 
the newly elected officers for this year. 

• President – Rudy Krasovec 

• Vice President – Richard Zabukovic Jr. 

• Financial Secretary – Danny Golob

• Treasurer – Eileen Krasovec - Perez

• Recording Secretary – Judy Chandler 

• Auditors – Lucille Zabukovic, Joe Zorc and 
Renee Zakavec 

• Fraternal Activities Coordinator – Megan 
Gregorich 

• Corresponding Secretary/Voice Reporter – 
Angela Perez

• Honorary Corresponding Secretary – Bernice 
Krasovec 

• Spiritual Director – Reverend Richard Gielow, 
C.M. 

• Sentinel – Vince Perez

Thank you to all the individuals who served as 
officers in 2016. We appreciate all of your hard 
work and dedicated service you have shown to St. 
Joseph’s Lodge #7.

LODGE #69
GREAT FALLS, MT

IN MEMORY
KSKJ Life would like to send condolences to the 
family and friends of Andrew Aline who passed away 
on January 15. Andrew was a long time member 
and past president of St. Joseph Lodge #69.His 
son Joseph Aline is currently the lodge’s Fraternal 
Activities Coordinator and his son Terry Aline is the 
Vice President. “Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.”

Reno Coldagelli tells Santa what he wants for 
Christmas.

Lodge #59 President Jen Menart recently presented 
a check from the lodge to the Eveleth Police 
Department to purchase a bullet-proof vest for the 
department’s K9 police dog, Drago.

Eveleth police officer Rick High, Drago the K9 dog, 
Jen Menart and her son Aidan.

REGION 8
COLORADO, KANSAS, MONTANA & CALIFORNIA 

LODGE #7
PUEBLO, CO

UPCOMING EVENTS:
APR 9
Palm Sunday Breakfast at St. Mary’s Help of 
Christians Church following the 8 a.m. Mass 

APR 9
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt at 2 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Help of Christians Church 
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FACEBOOK 
KSKJ LIFE 
 

TWITTER 
@KSKJLIFE
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