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A MESSAGE FROM KSKJ LIFE HOME OFFICE:

KSKJ LIFE PARTICIPATES IN ADVOCACY TRIP

On March 7-9, a number 
of members from various 
fraternal organizations, 
including KSKJ Life’s 
Lydia Marquardt, 
visited with members 
of Congress on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, D.C., 
to tell stories of the 
philanthropic projects 
that they and others from 

their societies participate 
in.  The purpose of the trip was to encourage bi-
partisan support of fraternals. The U.S. Congress 
recognized the value of fraternal contributions to 
the American economy and social fabric when it 
granted them an exemption from federal taxes over 
a century ago. But we know that tax laws can and 
do change. Therefore, we must encourage our local 
politicians to support H.Con.Res.10 (along with 
the concurrent resolution S.Con.Res.7) that states 
“Expressing the sense of the Congress that tax-
exempt fraternal benefit societies have historically 
and continue to provide critical benefits to American 
and United States communities.”

Lydia Marquardt, who is a KSKJ Life agent 
and officer for Lodge #2, said that many of the 
congressmen and staffers they spoke to knew very 
little of what a fraternal benefit society actually 
is. They were truly impressed with the stories of 
volunteerism and charitable activities.  Lydia felt 
that this was a successful trip and pointed out the 
sacrifices that many politicians make of their own 
personal and family time to listen to the concerns 
of the constituents of their district/state. She was 
honored to be among such an impassioned group 
of people that included members from Thrivent 
Financial, Catholic Order of Foresters, Catholic 

United Financial, Gleaner Life, Modern Woodmen 
of America, Sons of Norway, Royal Neighbors of 
America and the American Fraternal Alliance.

Joe Annotti,  President and CEO of the Alliance, 
eloquently summed up the trip in a recent blog by 
saying:

“Like the “seed money” provided by fraternals that 
results in beautiful blossoms of volunteerism in 
communities across the country, the investment 
these societies made in having their members 
tell their stories to public policymakers will help 
the Alliance and all its members maintain the tax 
exemption that allows fraternals to fulfill their unique 
and critically important financial and community 
service missions.”

Many thanks to US Representative Bill Foster 
(Illinois 11th District) for recently signing on to be 
a co-sponsor of H.Con.Res 10. Lydia Marquardt 
was part of the delegation that met with Foster’s 
legislative aide when the group was in D.C.

More pictures found on page 3

IN THIS ISSUE
 

CELEBRATING LODGE 
ANNIVERSARIES: LODGES 
#42, #146 & #170
Page 2

KSKJ LIFE FRATERNAL & 
ATHLETIC UPDATES
Page 3

LODGE NEWS
Page 4Lydia Marquardt



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE2

ST. ALOYSIUS LODGE #42 - 120 YEARS
Founded August 25, 1895, St. Aloysius Lodge #42 
was admitted to KSKJ Life on April 30, 1897. Charter 
members were: Joseph Kozjan, Marko Kambic, 
Nicholas Matjasic and Frank Kompare. First lodge 
officers were: Joseph Kozjan, president: Frank 
Kompare, vice president; Marko Kambic, financial 
secretary; Nicholas Matjasic, treasurer; George 
Kofalt, marshal;  Martin Krasevec, trustee; George 
Gersich and Marko Slobodnik, auditors.

The first delegate sent to a KSKJ Life convention 
from this lodge was Rev. Luke Gladnek, who 
attended sessions in 1923 in Cleveland, OH.

The location of the Slovenian Home, where sessions 
were first held, was 641 South Second Street in 
Steelton, PA. It was one of Steelton’s landmarks and 
served the Slovenian community in many ways. It 
was especially remembered as the site of the first 
Mass offered in St. Peter’s parish. It also served as 
the parish schoolhouse for a time and the meeting 
place for lodges, unions and other organizations. 
Many wedding receptions, anniversaries and 
other events filled the calendar. In 1963, the Home 
had to make way for a redevelopment project in 
the area, and the lodge with its friends moved to 
quarters at 611 Mohn Street in Steelton where the 
redevelopment authorities again made it move on. 
Since the need of a Slovenian Home was foremost in 
the interests of the community, the lodge purchased 
the Knights of Columbus quarters, which were not 
often in operation. All legal matters having been 
settled, Lodge #42 then took over 311 Front Street.

Current Officers of Lodge #42 being sworn in.

ST. JOSEPH LODGE #146 - 105 YEARS
Organized April 1, 1912, St. Joseph Lodge #146 
had 19 charter members:  Joseph Lekan, Domin 
Blatnik, John Lekan, Joseph Globokar, John Nose, 
Ignatz Vidmar, Math Zakrajshek, John Godec, 

CELEBRATING LODGE ANNIVERSARIES:
LODGES #42, #146 & #170

Frank Kuznik, Domin Kastelec, Frank Kastelec, 
Louis Gorenc, Frank Rajer, Joseph Pozar, Vladislav 
Volcansek, Anton Unocic, Joseph Perko, Louis Arko 
and John Urigel.

The following were its first officers:  John Lekan, 
president; Domin Blatnik, vice president; Math 
Zakrajshek, financial secretary; Ignatz Vidmar, 
recording secretary; Joseph Bradac, treasurer; 
Joseph Lekan, lodge representative; and Joseph 
Pozar, Frank Rajer and John Urigel, auditors.

On May 1, 1979, St. Joseph Lodge and Holy 
Family Lodge #207 of Maple Heights and Bedford, 
OH, were merged. Following the merger, officers 
included Larry Blatnik and Alice Kaplan. Alice was 
the secretary for many years. She was instrumental 
in contacting and assisting members' families in 
claiming the benefits they were entitled to. Events 
they held that are still continued today are the 
Christmas party and the 50-year member dinner.

For many years they ably led the lodge. However, 
age finally caught up to them. But as always, 
members were found to carry the torch. During the 
early 2000's, Mike Bodanza was elected president, 
Josie Kmet secretary and Chris Kocin the Athletic 
Director. Again, new blood brought new ways of 
doing things. The other lodges of Newburg (Lodge 
#63 and #150), began doing things together. This 
brought more people together and gave the events 
a new vitality. The Christmas party added bowling as 
part of the draw and more people started attending. 
The same was done with the 50-year member 
dinner. Membership has remained stable as well.

Current officers of Lodge #146.

ST. ANNE LODGE #170 - 95 YEARS 
Organized on March 25, 1992, St. Anne Lodge was 
accepted by KSKJ Life on April 14, 1922. The charter 
members were: Agnes Horvath, Veronica Kolenko, 
Anna Staus, Mary Vrazic, Anna Vagner, Mary Lajnar, 

2017 LODGE ANNIVERSARIES

Lodge Age In 2017 Founded

Lodge #42 120 years 04.30.1897

Lodge #44 120 years 08.22.1897

Lodge #59 115 years 03.04.1902

Lodge #63 115 years 10.16.1902

Lodge #108 110 years 02.14.1907

Lodge #110 110 years 03.07.1907

Lodge #115 110 years 05.14.1907

Lodge #146 105 years 04.01.1912

Lodge #170 95 years 04.14.1922

Lodge #171 95 years 06.01.1922

Lodge #219 90 years 03.08.1927

Anastasia Ray, Katharine Ray, Rose Zalig, Rose 
Horvath, Mary Fraus, Anna Halas, Theresa Balazic, 
Rose Groski, Anna Tkalec and Rose Posedi.

It was through the efforts of Agnes Horvath and 
Veronica Kolenko that the lodge came into being.

Officers at the time of organization were:  Rev. 
Casimir Zakrajshek, spiritual director; Veronica 
Kolenko, president; Mary Vrazic, vice president; 
Agnes Horvath, secretary; Theresa Balazic, lodge 
representative; Rose Grosko, treasurer; Anna Halas, 
recording secretary; and Rose Horvath, Rose Zalig 
and Anna Staus, auditors.

St. Anne’s first delegate to a KSKJ Life convention 
was Anna Frank, who, in 1926, represented her 
lodge in Pittsburgh, PA.

Current officers of Lodge #170.
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ADVOCACY TRIP 
(CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

Below are photos from the Advocacy Trip 
(courtesy of American Fraternal Alliance). 

Members from numerous fraternal 
organizations in Washington, D.C.

Lydia Marquardt (left) is pictured 
with Melanie Hinds, Director of 
Advocacy and Policy with the 
American Fraternal Alliance.

LODGE PERSON OF THE YEAR
The following individual received the Lodge Person 
of the Year award during their lodge’s recent 
meeting. 

DEBBIE SLATER 
LODGE #79  
WAUKEGAN, IL

For the full list of 2016 recipients, visit the Activities 
section of kskjlife.com. 

ABC – EASY AS 1-2-3!
This is the final call for all ABC Bowling Participants! 
Youth members have until April 30 to enter. Visit 
kskjlife.com/athletics for more information.

STUDENT ATHLETE AWARDS  
There's still time to apply for the Student Athlete 
Recognition & Awards Program. Visit www.kskjlife.
com/athletics to apply. Registration closes April 15, 
2017.

WAUKEGAN LODGES HOST  
BASKETBALL COMPETITION
Fans of college basketball know that every March, 
all eyes turn to the NCAA National Tournament. For 
over 80 years, KSKJ Life basketball enthusiasts 
would turn their eyes to their own basketball 
tournament each February.  

Well, the KSKJ Life National Basketball Tournament 
as we knew it, came to an end in 2015. But the 
tradition of February basketball still lives on in 
Waukegan, thanks to St. Joseph Lodge #53 and St. 
Mary Lodge #79, that now host the tournament as a 
lodge sponsored, one day event.  

Matt Starasinich and his cheering section

JOIN HANDS MONTH - COMING THIS 
MAY!
With spring on our doorstep and warmer weather 
on the way, it’s time to begin planning for the annual 
Join Hands Month, which takes place during the 
month of May. Join Hands Month gives KSKJ Life 
members the opportunity to come together and 
make a difference in their communities through 
helpful projects that connect youths and adults.

Will your lodge be participating this year? It takes 
very little effort to coordinate and execute a “Join 
Hands” project. Just follow the easy steps below:

• Decide on a project and recruit volunteers 
from your lodge. Get entire families involved. 
Children love to help!

• Pick any day in May that works for your group 
and the organization you are helping.

• Enjoy your day of service and be sure to take 
plenty of pictures to share.

KSKJ VOICE
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF KSKJ LIFE, 

AMERICAN SLOVENIAN CATHOLIC 
UNION, IN THE INTEREST OF ITS 

MEMBERS 

The KSKJ Voice (ISSN 1524-4407) 
is published monthly by KSKJ Life, 
American Slovenian Catholic Union (2439 
Glenwood Ave., Joliet, IL 60435). It is 
sent free of charge to KSKJ Life members 
and for $20 a year to other subscribers. 
Periodicals postage paid in Joliet, IL and 
additional mailing offices.

KSKJ LIFE FRATERNAL & ATHLETIC UPDATES

Publisher: KSKJ Life
Managing Editor: Tony Mravle, Jr. 
English articles for publication should be 
sent directly to voice@kskjlife.com.
Submission Deadline: 2nd Friday of 
each month.
To change address or name, or for 
matters concerning membership, please 
contact the KSKJ Life Home Office. 
This publication is also available 
electronically at kskjlife.com.
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This year’s round robin tournament was held on 
February 18 at the Waukegan Field House. By 
having it as a lodge event, non-members were 
welcomed to play as well. It may not have been 
the NCAA, but some very competitive games were 
played just the same. In the end, the family team 
of Steve Drinka, Alex Pasiewicz, Anthony, Danny, 
Drew, Matt, and Zack Rygiel and friends, captured 
first place honors.  

Opponents on the court, friends off the court!

 
Winners of the day. 

I would like to thank all of the Waukegan members 
who pitched in and made this a fun, friendly, yet 
competitive, day. I’d like to give a special thanks 
to Mike Brown, Lance Johnson and Jay Lerner for 
pulling this all together. Thanks to Matt Starasinich 
from Joliet for coming up to play with us.  

While many of us miss the old tournaments and the 
old friends that we would reunite with each year, 
we know that times change. For now, we still have 
basketball in February and new memories to make.

MaryLou Stefanick,National Director of Athletics 

KSKJ LIFE FRATERNAL & ATHLETIC UPDATES

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
Last chance to register for this year's National 
Bowling Tournament held April 21 - 23. We will be 
bowling at Bertrand Bowling Lanes, located at 2616 
Washington Street Waukegan, IL 60085 (1-847-
244-1300).

Attendees can stay at either of the following hotels: 

• The Holiday Inn Express, located at 611 
Lakehurst Road Waukegan, IL 60085. Please 
reference “KSKJ Bowling” to secure the room 
rate of $104.99 (plus taxes) Double rooms are 
no longer available. The deadline is April 7. 

• Hampton Inn Gurnee, located at 5550 Grand 
Ave., Gurnee, IL 60031. Please reference “KSKJ 
Bowling” to secure the room rate of $89.99 (plus 
taxes).

Our Friday Night Social, beginning at 7:30 p.m., 
will be held in the back room of Anastasia's 
Restaurant & Sports Bar, located at 3880 North 
Point Blvd Waukegan, IL. Saturday night, we will 
head to Booners Place at 8 p.m. for an evening 
of fun! Booners is located at 1210 Washington St. 
Waukegan, IL.

The Team Event will start Saturday 2 p.m., and the 
Singles & Doubles Event will begin at Sunday, 10 
a.m. 

Entry forms and additional information can be found 
on the  KSKJ Life website (kskjlife.com/athletics) 
and Facebook page (facebook.com/kskjlife).

REGION 1
PENNSYLVANIA, CONNECTICUT AND DC

LODGE #153
STRABANE, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS
On Saturday, April 29, from 6 - 10 p.m., Lodge 
#153 in Strabane, PA, will proudly present VESELI 
FANTJE, featuring Frank & Darryl Valencic with Bob 
Zgonc for an evening of music. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
The cost is $10 admission. Food and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be available. Please bring your own 
alcoholic beverages. All proceeds benefit KSKJ Life 
Lodge #153. Hope to see you at the Hall in Strabane 
at the corner of Alexander Avenue and Chartiers 
Street.

Our next Flea Market will be held on May 5 & 6. 
Look for more details in the May issue of The Voice. 
Wishing everyone a Happy Spring!

Beverly (Pleskovich) Rosselle, Financial Secretary

REGION 2
CLEVELAND AREA

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
Congratulations to the following Scholarship winners 
who are recipients of the Ohio Lodges Scholarships 
Program. 

Frances and Jane S. Lausche Foundation - $1,000 
Scholarship Winners:

• A. Stefani Kurbos – Lodge #226

• Brian Paskey – Lodge #226

• Lauren Paskey – Lodge #226

• Amanda Zakelj – Lodge #226

Nielson Foundation - $700 Scholarship Winner

• Alexis Zak – Lodge #226

REGIONAL UPDATE
The 50th Palm Sunday benefit dinner will be held on 
April 9 in St. Vitus Auditorium, 6111 Lausche Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH 44103. Dinner will be served from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. as sit-down or take-out dinner. Cost 
is $15 for adults and $10 for children 12 years old or 

LOCAL LODGE 
NEWS & EVENTS

HAPPY EASTER 
FROM 
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS

younger. The menu will consist of roasted chicken, 
roast beef, home-made soup, potatoes, side veggie 
plate, salad, roll and butter and home-made pastry. 

St. Vitus Lodge #25 and Christ the King Lodge #226 
are sponsoring this event as a KSKJ Life Matching 
Funds event. Each lodge can have a maximum 
of $1,000 matched. The designated charities are 
Cleveland Catholic Charities Migration & Refugee 
Services (MRS) and Joseph House of Cleveland Inc. 
(JHCI). JHCI works with MRS to resettle immigrants 
coming to Cleveland. The secondary mission of 
JHCI is to provide clothing to all new immigrants and 
St. Clair Avenue neighborhood residents. 

More than $80,000 in capital improvements have 
been completed at JHCI, which is located at 6104 
St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44103. This has 
been possible through donations from foundations, 
organizations, and private individuals. 

Hundreds of volunteer hours have been provided 
by H2O (Lakewood,OH), St. Edward High School, 
St. Vitus and Divine Word Parishes, and local 
college students. Michelle O’Donnell is Director of 
Ooperations of JHCI. You may contact Michelle at 
(216) 431-7200 or josephhouseofcleveland@gmail.
com. 

The goal of this event is to raise $20,000: $10,000 
for ongoing support and $10,000 to continue 
remodeling work to expand distribution of clothing. 
Direct donations for this event are to be made to 
“St. Vitus Church-JHCI,” c/o 6019 Lausche Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103. For dinner tickets or other 
information, contact the parish rectory at (216) 
361-1444. Only 500 dinners will be available. All 
KSKJ Life members are cordially invited to attend 
this worthwhile event. Masses on Palm Sunday 
at St. Vitus Church will be 9 a.m. (English) and at 
10:30 a.m. (Slovenian) with the display of colorful 
Slovenian "butare."  

Stane Kuhar

LODGE #169
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
We have about 25 members of St. Joseph Lodge 
#169 already signed up to bowl in the National 
Bowling Tournament in Waukegan, IL, on April 

22 and 23. There may be a few seats left on the 
Cleveland bus leaving Euclid at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, 
April 21 for anyone interested in bowling or just 
traveling with us.

April 30 is the application deadline for our lodge's 
scholarship program. Contact me (jtnemec@
sbcglobal.net) for applications.

On Saturday, May 6, we will be sweeping, raking, 
pruning and more at the Slovenian Cultural Garden 
as part of our Join Hands Month event. If you're 
willing to lend a hand that morning or afternoon, 
please let me know. It's a fun time, and you'll get a 
good feeling knowing you helped beautify a tiny, but 
important corner of Slovenian Cleveland.

On May 11, we will honor our 50-year members 
for 2017 with a dinner at Hansa Brewery. Lodge 
members who would like to join us can reserve a 
buffet dinner at a discounted price of just $10. Call 
Secretary Marty Marsic or myself, John Nemec, 
(216-541-7243) for reservations.

Ohio Federation members will once again gather at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine on Tuesday, May 23, 
to honor Our Lady of Brezje. Join us for this special 
Slovenian tradition!

Our Ash Wednesday fish dinner Matching Funds 
event was certainly a success for Our Lady of 
Lourdes Shrine in Euclid.  More than 250 dinners 
sold! Many KSKJ Life members attended, including 
a number of Lodge #169 members who helped out 
the nuns and shrine volunteers. The sisters are most 
appreciative of our help!

Duke, Marty and Maria Marsic (left), Regional 
Director Joe Hocevar, John Nemec and Niko Marsic 
(right) at the Lodge #169 Matching Funds fish dinner.

Ursula Stepec, Vic Stepec, Lodge #169 Spiritual 
Director Fr. John Kumse, and Helen Gorshe enjoy 
the Ash Wednesday fish dinner at Lourdes Shrine 
with Anne Nemec.

May 18 is the date of our next monthly meeting. 
We'll be waiting for you in the downstairs meeting 
room of the Collinwood Slovenian Home on Holmes 
Avenue at 6:30 p.m.

The officers wish you all a blessed Easter season 
and a happy spring!

John Nemec, Fraternal Activities Coordinator

LODGE #226
CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
For those of you Lodge #226 members who were 
able to join us for the Lodge's March meeting followed 
by the Slovenian National Home Fish Fry, thank 
you for a wonderful time! The meal was delicious; 
the reconnecting with dear friends priceless; and 
the sounds of multiple conversations and laughter 
was music to the ears! Have some photos from the 
Fish Fry? Consider sharing on our Facebook Page 
(KSKJ Cleveland Lodge #226).

Our next meeting will be 5:30 p.m. on April 7 at The 
NASH on East 80th (3563 E. 80th Street). We will 
have a short meeting and will follow with a Lenten 
Fish Fry right there at The NASH. Bring your friends 
and dance a polka or two! Open bowling at the 
Slovenian Lanes will take place from 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
that evening as well.
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LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTSOur prayers go out to the families of our recently 
passed members. Claims have been paid and a 
donation to the KSKJ Life Educational Grant Fund 
has been made on behalf of each.

FEBRUARY & MARCH 2017
Ruben Rodriguez - Lodge #236, Fontana, CA    
Ronald Vanduinen - Lodge #20, Grand Rapids, MI
Sylvia Trygar - Lodge #53, Winthrop Harbor, IL
Cynthia L. Weakley - Lodge #79, Wadsworth, IL
Margaret P. Hocevar - Lodge #226, Bedford, OH
Darlene M. Scibelli - Lodge #50, Jonestown, PA
James Grebenc - Lodge #7, Pueblo, CO
Edward Zagorc - Lodge #169, Willowick, OH  
Dolores M. Karcz - Lodge #108, Joliet, IL
Don L. McCray - Lodge #115, Wichita, KS
Laurie J. Schort - Lodge #20, Byron Center, MI
Nancy R. Sloan - Lodge #624, Fernandina Beach, 
FL
Mariya Adamyan - Lodge #236, N. Hollywood, CA
Edward Tomse - Lodge #1,Yorkville, IL
Judith M. Camp - Lodge #59, Spokane, WA  
Henry A. Mekic - Lodge #50, Latrobe, PA
Michael Ditello - Lodge #143, Crest Hill, IL
Carrie L. Serna - Lodge #1, Lisle, IL
Antonia F. Clark - Lodge #63, Fairfield, OH
Betty Hebner - Lodge #20, Novi, MI
Ray F. Chamberlain Sr. - Lodge #74, Decatur, IL 
Kathleen H. Mihelich - Lodge #108, Crest Hill, IL
James D. Berg - Lodge #20, Grand Rapids, MI 
Rosemarie J. Krapenc - Lodge #1, Glenwood, IL 
Carla M. Rosa - Lodge #169, Wickliffe, OH
Elizabeth M. Picco - Lodge #108, Joliet, IL
Jule M. Erjavec - Lodge #59, Eveleth, MN 
Margaret Strekal - Lodge #169, Euclid, OH  
Dorothy Gross - Lodge #150, Garfield Heights, OH
Katharine J. Shull - Lodge #110, Gibsonburg, OH
Janice K. Sutherland - Lodge #146, Mansfield, OH
Agnes Fennig - Lodge #65, Muskego, WI
Frances M. Weiskopf - Lodge #63, Garfield 
Heights, OH
Darlene Marquardt - Lodge #2, Joliet, IL
Rosemary Myers  - Lodge #53, Libertyville, IL
Mary M. Madden - Lodge #50, Weirton, WV
Paul C. Pirnat - Lodge #169, Bath, OH
Frank Ferkulj - Lodge #25, Mentor, OH 
Alice M. Rzaca - Lodge #63, Lorain, OH
Howard Lee Jr. - Lodge #624, Brandon, MS
Helen Hervol - Lodge #153, Strabane, PA  
Clara C. Prusinski - Lodge #170, Hickory Hills, IL 
Constance E. Schulz - Lodge #226, Willoughby, 
OH
Anne M. Novince - Lodge #169, Eastlake, OH
    

MEMBER MEMORIAL

PALM SUNDAY BENEFIT DINNER
Start Holy Week with a delicious meal—and help 
raise some money, too—at the annual St. Vitus 
Parish Palm Sunday benefit dinner on April 9 (St. 
Vitus Auditorium). Dinner will be served from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dinners are $15 per adult and $10 
per child 12 and younger. Your purchase will help 
raise money for Joseph House of Cleveland Inc. and 
Migration & Refugee Services, Cleveland Catholic 
Charities. The KSKJ Life home office will match up 
to $1,000 to help St. Vitus meet their benefit goals. 

ABC BOWLING TOURNAMENT 2017
Looking for something to do inside when the weather 
is still so cold outside? Consider the ABC (Alternative 
Bowling Competition)! This fun tournament is in 
full swing through April 30 and is a great way for 
our youth members to get active. Bowl at your 
convenience at your local bowling alley. Details and 
registration information can be found on the KSKJ 
Life website: kskjlife.com/membership/athletics.

JOIN HANDS DAY 
Did you know that every year KSKJ Life members 
contribute more than 25,000 hours of service to 
their local communities through KSKJ Life's Join 
Hands program? Each year, our lodge participates 
in the Join Hands program by volunteering to 
tackle improvement projects such as painting, light 
maintenance / repairs, and yard clean-up at the  
Slovenian National Home (6417 St. Clair Avenue). 
This 90-year-old facility is the largest Slovenian 

Home in the U.S. and has been—and continues to 
be—the site of many parties, receptions, concerts, 
dances, socials, meetings and even a few Masses. 
It is also home to Lodge #226 meetings, children's 
Christmas parties, and fundraising events. Join us 
at 10 a.m. on May 6 at the Slovenian National Home 
to keep this historic landmark looking its best. Once 
the chores are done, lunch will be provided by the 
Slovenian National Home. The May lodge meeting 
will be held immediately after lunch.

UPCOMING MEETING DATES
• April 7 - 5:30 p.m. at The NASH on East 80th

• May 6 - Immediately following the lunch for Join 
Hands Day volunteers at the Slovenian National 
Home

• June 11 - 12 p.m. at the Slovenian National 
Home

• July 9 - 1:30 p.m. (approximate time) at the 
4-Lodge Annual Picnic, Oddfellows Park. 

In closing, I encourage you to reach out to me via 
email (include the words Lodge #226 in the subject 
line) if you have Lodge #226 news or photos to 
share. My email is tlsinmentor@hotmail.com.

Tamara Zupancic, Lodge Reporter

REGION 3
CLEVELAND AREA

3
LODGE #63

CLEVELAND, OH

Tony Manion (Slovenian National Home) accepts a 
Matching Funds Check from Jim Marincic (President 
of St. Lawrence Lodge #63).

Karen L Maki - Virginia, MN - Lodge #196
Lodge #196, $10

Karl Oberstar, Sr. - Gilbert, MN, Lodge #196
Lodge #196, $10

Theresa Pucko - Circle Pines, MN, Lodge #196
Lodge #196, $10

Theodore Segler - Royalton, MN, Lodge #196
Lodge #196, $10

Darlene Marquardt - Joliet, IL, Lodge #2
MaryLou Stefanick & Mary Chamernik, $10 

William Colonna - Crest Hill, IL, Lodge #29
Lorraine Colonna, $100

Gene Klainsek - Crest Hill, IL, Lodge #29
Mark Anna Skul, $50

Darlene Marquardt - Joliet, IL, Lodge #2
Friends and Family of Darlene Marquardt, $510

IN MEMORY OF 



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 7

REGION 4 
JOLIET AREA

COMBINED JOLIET LODGES 
Happy Easter, everyone!

On Tuesday, March 7, the combined Joliet KSKJ 
Life lodges held their monthly meeting with nine 
members in attendance.

Once again members of the Joliet lodges participated 
in the 40 Hours of Devotion, which was held on 
Saturday, March 18 at St. Joseph Church from noon 
to 1 p.m. 

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 
1, at Haunted Trails in Joliet, IL. By now, you should 
have received a postcard in the mail with all the 
details.

The National Bowling Tournament will be held in 
Waukegan on April 22 – 23. If you have not signed 
up, please do so. For details, see The Voice or the 
KSKJ Life website. 

Mike Vidmar announced that the Mass for honoring 
Marija Pomagaj is on May 24 at St. Joseph Church 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Following the Mass there will be 
a social gathering in Ferdinand Hall.

St. Genevieve Lodge #108 held their annual Ice-
Skating and Pizza Party on Sunday, February 12 
at the Joliet Park District Ice Arena. Once again, 
it was a very good turnout. Also, St. Genevieve 
Lodge #108’s Matching Fund will be held on Friday, 
April 7. The event will be a fish fry at St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic School in the activity center from 4 
to 7 p.m. The lodge will be co-sponsoring this event 
with St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School Athletic 
Association. All proceeds will benefit the Youth 
Sports Activities.

St. Francis Lodge #29 will be sponsoring a Halloween 
party once again, which will be held on October 28 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Croatian Cultural Center. 

The “200” raffle was finally held this month. The 
January winners are Darrell Marquardt and Missie 
Zola. The February winners are Chris Zitko and 
Larry Tomasic. The March winners are Lynn Miller 
and Maryann McGinnis. Congratulations to all of 
you.

The next meeting of the combined Joliet KSKJ 

Anne's Lodge #150 plans to sponsor two Lodge 
#150 bowling teams: a men's and women's team 
or a mixed team, only for members of Lodge #150. 
We will sponsor each members’ bowling fees for the 
entire tournament: team, singles, doubles and all 
events. If you have a preference for being included 
on a team with a specific Lodge #150 member, 
please indicate that desire. If more members sign up 
than there are spaces available, we will use a lottery 
to select those members we are able to sponsor. If 
enough youth members sign up, we would consider 
an additional youth members team. Please let us 
know if you have an interest in bowling and/or if you 
have any questions. The tournament information 
has been published in The Voice. Entry forms and 
additional information can we found on the KSKJ Life 
website (kskjlife.com/athletics) and Facebook page 
(facebook.com/kskjlife). Lodge #63 has reserved a 
bus for those traveling from the Cleveland area. 

JOIN HANDS DAY 
Join Hands Day at the NASH is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 13. Please contact Tony Peskar if 
you wish to participate. Please save the date.

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 
Lodge #150 now has a new Facebook page to 
share Lodge news, event calendar, photos and 
other information. Check us out at: Facebook.
com/KSKJ150. You do not have to be a Facebook 
member to view the page. 

LODGE EMAIL ADDRESS 
The Lodge #150 email address for Financial 
Secretary, Liz Jones is:  kskjlife150@gmail.com.  

SAVE THE DATES 
• May 13 - Join Hands Day NASH

• May 14 – Mother’s Day Mass / Brunch at the 
NASH E. 80th

• August 5 – Porky Pig Softball Tournament & Pig 
Roast 

• August 19 – Saint Lawrence Feast Day Mass & 
Dinner at Saint Mary’s 

Best wishes for a most joyous and happy Easter!

Tony & Elaine Peskar, Lodge #150 Voice Reporters 
440-243-0312 

3
LODGE #146

CLEVELAND, OH

LODGE UPDATE
We have entered the season of Lent. I’m hoping 
all of you are taking the opportunity to either give 
something up or work on something that needs 
improving.  

Plans are underway for the National Bowling 
Tournament in April. There will be a bus from 
Cleveland. It will be nice to see the old friends. I am 
looking forward to going once again.

Also, on Friday, April 28, we will have a meet and 
greet at Quaker Steak and Lube on Canal Road in 
Valley. We will have a table in my name. 

We will discuss pertinent lodge news and also 
celebrate our lodge's 105th anniversary. So, we will 
celebrate and remember all those who paved the 
way for us to be in the position we are in. We are 
solvent and still active. 

Hope you all enjoy the warmer weather that is 
hopefully coming to our area. 

Josie Kmet

LODGE #150
CLEVELAND, OH

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Our next two meetings are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
for Tuesday, April 4, and Tuesday, May 2, at the 
Brecksville Branch of the Cuyahoga Public Library, 
located at 9089 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH. 
We continue to plan our 2017 activities calendar. 
Please let us know your suggestions.  All Lodge 
#150 members are encouraged to attend these 
meetings.  

50-YEAR MEMBER DINNER
Our 50-year member recognition dinner was held on 
March 19 at Santo’s Italian Restaurant, Middleburg 
Heights, OH. Congratulations to 50-year members: 
Diane Debelak and AnnMarie Pelles.

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
The KSKJ Life National Bowling Tournament is 
scheduled for April 21-23 in Waukegan, IL. Saint 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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information and to register. The deadline is April 14.

MAY
Calling all kids of Lodge #143 and their friends! Help 
raise money for our featured Join Hands Day charity, 
Feed My Starving Children, by having a lemonade 
stand (with or without treats and/or homemade 
items) or garage sales in your neighborhood. More 
information will be emailed and on our Facebook 
page soon. Any other questions, please contact 
April at 815-343-3236 or aprilsleyko@gmail.com.

JUNE 17
Join Hands Day Volunteer Day. Join us at Feed 
My Starving Children in Aurora from 2-4 p.m. to 
have fun and pack dry goods for children in need. 
There are only 25 spots open so RSVP as soon as 
possible. Details are on our Facebook page and will 
be emailed soon. Not able to make it? No problem! 
Gather a group and volunteer at your local food 
pantry on any day in May or June and post photos 
to our Facebook page or share them on your social 
account using #KSKJLIFE. Together, we can make a 
difference!  More details about FMSC can be found 
at www.fmsc.org . Aurora packing site is located at 
555 Exchange Ct., Aurora, IL (West of Fox Valley 
Mall).

JULY 23
Summer Member Social hosted by Joliet Area 
Lodges. Splash Station, Joliet, IL  6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
This is a FREE member event! We will be collecting 
school supplies to benefit Jump on the Bus Program 
through Morning Star Mission again this year. More 
details to be in future issues of the Voice.

LODGE UPDATE
Please plan on joining us at our next Lodge #143 
meeting that will take place on May 11 at 7 p.m. 
at Troy Shorewood Library in meeting room B 
(basement). If you are unable to physically attend 
the meeting, you may join us via conference call 
by calling 641-715-0671 and enter access code 
912758.

Stay Connected!  “Like” our Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/kskj143.

Congratulations to Julia Markun, our new 
Communications Officer, who was appointed at our 
March lodge meeting. 

Lodge #143 is happy to announce the arrival or 
our newest member, Sofia Lane Pappas, who was 
born on March 11, 2017 at 12:39 p.m. Sofia was 

Welcome to new members Charlene & Raul Bravo, 
Anson Green, Cameron Kochevar, Phillip Lockhart 
and Cheryl Tuchbreiter.

I would like to remember Bill Colonna who recently 
passed away. Bill had served our Lodge in the past 
as Membership Chair and was to take over that 
position again for 2017. He always had a smile on 
his face and a helping hand extended whenever and 
wherever needed. In September, Bill went on the 
Honor Flight as a Korean War Veteran. He touched 
us all by reporting at our meeting that it was like 
nothing he ever experienced and was grateful for 
the opportunity. Our sympathies to his wife, Lovie, 
and family at this difficult time.

Celebrating 60 years of marriage recently is Art 
& Nikki Hrvatin. Mr. Hrvatin is a past officer, and 
together with his lovely wife, continues to support 
the lodge by attending many meetings and events. 
Congratulations to you both on your milestone 
anniversary!

Hop into spring with an Easter Egg Hunt sponsored 
by Joliet Lodges on Saturday, April 1, at Haunted 
Trails for youth members aged 0 -16. Coffee and 
donuts will be served and registration begins 
at 9 a.m.  RSVP to Katie & Krista Starasinich 
starasinichgirlskskj@gmail.com or 815-690-1294 
with the number of children and their ages and also 
the number of adults attending.

Reminder: Our next meeting is Sunday, May 7, 
11:30 a.m. at St. Joe’s Park.

Sending wishes for a joyful Easter!

Karen Ramsak Colman, Reporter

JLODGE #143
JOLIET, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
APR 22
Matching Funds: Make the Magic Event 2017 to 
benefit Camp Kesem – SLU. 6:30 p.m. at Vue 17 
– 1034 S. Brentwood Blvd. #1700, St. Louis, MO 
63117. For more information, to buy tickets and to 
donate, please visit campkesem.org/slu/make-the-
magic.

APR 21-23
KSKJ Life National Bowling Tournament, Waukegan, 
IL. Visit www.kskjlife.com/athletics for more 

Life Lodges will be held on Tuesday, April 4, at 7 
p.m., T&C Lanes. As always, all Joliet members are 
welcomed to attend. Hope to see you there.

Pauline Mihelich, Recording Secretary/Reporter

Youth members from lodges 2 & 29 recently enjoyed 
an ABC Bowling event together.

ILLINOIS FEDERATION OF KSKJ LIFE 
LODGES UPDATE
The Illinois Federation of KSKJ Life Lodges will meet 
on Sunday, July 16 at 1 p.m. at the St. Mary picnic 
grounds in Lemont. This will also be the same day 
as the SUA (Slovenian Union of America) Branch #2 
Zveza Day picnic. All Illinois KSKJ Life members are 
invited to attend.

JLODGE #29
JOLIET, IL

LODGE UPDATE
The Chili Cook Off was a success with eight entries 
for our tasting pleasure. The winner for 2017 is Alison 
Colman Gegenheimer who used her husband’s 
recipe. I’m sure she had a lot of help from him in the 
kitchen!

Joyce Vicich, Chris Zitko, Kathy Lovati, Judy Corum, 
Mike Vidmar, Russ and Ali Gegenheimer and Ken 
Velasquez presenting the Chili Cook-Off Trophy.  
Not pictured:  Cheryl Sanchez and Diane McKanna.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
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welcomed home by big brother Chris. Proud parents 
are Nick and Marie (Mravle).

Welcome to the world, Sofia Lane Pappas!

LREGION 5 
CHICAGO AND INDIANAPOLIS 

LODGE #52
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

UPCOMING EVENTS
APR 8 
Children’s Easter Party–All KSKJ Life members and 
National Home children welcome! The party will be 
held from 1-3 p.m. at the Slovenian National Home’s 
upstairs area. We will have games, crafts and 
snacks. We may even have a surprise visit from the 
Easter Bunny! For more information, please send an 
email to kskjkids52@gmail.com. 

MAY 7
Communion Breakfast –We will attend 10 a.m. 
Mass together at Sacred Heart Church.  Afterwards 
we will have our annual communion breakfast at the 
Madison Grill.   

JUNE 10
National Home Festival – This event will be held at 
the Lion’s Club Park located at 3201 N Tansel Rd 
in Clermont. Gates open at 10 a.m. Slovenian food 
and drinks will be available for purchase beginning 

at 1 p.m. Music begins at 2 p.m. Admission will be 
$5 for adults, and kids 16 and under are free with 
adult admission

REGION 6
NE ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

LODGE #53
WAUKEGAN, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 11
Regular Meeting -  9:15 a.m. at Bertand Lanes

JULY 9
Regular Meeting -  9:15 a.m. at Bertand Lanes

LODGE UPDATE
Our annual Lodge Leaders Luncheon was held at 
Bonnie Brook Club House in March. We recognized 
and welcomed the following members to the 50-year 
club: Diane Cepon, Mark Drobnick, Patrick Filkas, 
Martin Filkas, Francine Heuer, Susan MacLagan, 
Patricia Merville, Janet Norsetter and Phyllis 
Villaverde They are wished many more years of 
health and happiness! Our members enjoyed a 
delicious luncheon and fraternal camaraderie. Some 
of them were lucky winners of door prizes provided 
for the meeting.

National River Clean Up day is May 13.  The 
Waukegan Park District is hosting an effort to clean 
up an area of the Waukegan River at Roosevelt Park 
at 12:30 pm. A number of officers have committed to 
being a part of this effort. For details, please contact 
Sue Dolence or myself if you would like to join 
hands with members from our Waukegan Lodges to 
participate in this cleanup. 

Remember: There is no meeting in May. Our 
regular meetings resume in June (What? Summer 
already?!)  We look forward to seeing you there.

Vicki Drinka, Financial Secretary 

LODGE #65
MILWAUKEE, WI

LODGE UPDATE
The Charlie Mouradian/Debbie Nowak Memorial 
9-Pin Tap Bowling Tournament is only one month 

away. Do you have your teams set for this fun filled 
event? Remember all proceeds will go to Suicide 
Awareness and to our lodge scholarship fund. 
Remember the date is April 30 at New Berlin Ale 
House. The cost is $30. The fee includes bowling 
shoes, pizza, prize money and soda. Please call 
Diane Mouradian at 262-365-9898 for entry blanks 
and more information.

Sincere sympathy is extended to the family of Emil 
Zortz. Emil passed away peacefully in his sleep 
at the age of 94 on Sunday, February 26. Emil is 
preceded by his wife Ann and leaves many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, great nephews, and great-
great nieces and great-great nephews. Rest in 
peace, Emil.

Our next lodge meeting will be on Wednesday, 
April 5, in the rectory meeting room of St. John the 
Evangelist Church at 6:30 p.m. Please join us.

Greetings to all of our sick and shut-ins, and a Happy 
and Blessed Easter to all. Vesele Velikonocne 
Praznike. Nasvidenje! 

Mici Bregant

LODGE #79
WAUKEGAN, IL

LODGE UPDATE
I’ve heard it said that the month of March comes in 
like a lion and out like a lamb. For St. Mary Lodge 
#79, that expression could be true this year with a 
major event taking place early on in the month.  

After months of preparation, members and friends 
of St. Mary gathered together on March 4 for an 
enjoyable night out as the lodge hosted its annual 
No-Tap Bowling Outing and Matching Funds Prize 
Raffle event. This year, we partnered with Waukegan 
to College, who had many students, counselors and 
supporters, all taking part in the event.  

Over 30 raffle prizes, valued at $50-$100, were 
generously donated by our lodge, our members and 
our friends. St. Mary member Debbie Slater worked 
tirelessly coordinating the raffle, and lodge Fraternal 
Activity Coordinator John Deram took care of the 
bowling end of the evening.    
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gloves and refreshments will be provided. If you are 
available to help out, please contact John Deram 
at kskjwaukeganathletics@yahoo.com. The Park 
District is celebrating their 100th anniversary this 
year, so let’s help them celebrate by getting involved 
in this Centennial Community project.  

MaryLou Stefanick

LODGE #144
SHEBOYGAN, WI

LODGE UPDATE

Lodge #144 youth members proudly showing their 
ribbons. Pictured are Jacob Thill, Lailah Shircel, 
Camilo Bougher, Brayden Udovich. (Not pictured: 
Kaitlyn Udovicvh and Trenton Udovich)

Saturday, March 4, brought juvenile members 
and their families to Maple Bowling Lanes for an 
afternoon of fun. For the last few years we have 
turned this day into a family event. Why should 
mom, dad, grandpa and grandma just sit and watch?  
Although that can be entertaining, watching the kids’ 
reactions each time they throw the ball down the 
alley is priceless. Pizza and soda was served after 
they got done bowling.

UPCOMING EVENTS
We need your help! Each year we have our Join 
Hands Day project usually on Saturday, one or two 
weeks before Memorial Day. We get down to work 
to clean up Greendale Cemetery after the winter. It 

team, organizing the Annual Purple game held in 
honor of her late sister Sherry Wagner. She also 
donates and works on the Shanty Golf Outing each 
year, which raises scholarship money for a Warren 
college-bound softball player. She’s always willing 
to lend a helping hand; she puts other people’s 
needs ahead of her own; and she gives back to the 
community—that’s just who she is.    

St. Mary Lodge #79 lodge President Dave Bradley, 
presents Debbie Slater with her Lodge Person of the 
Year certificate, while last year’s recipient Judy Derra 
hands her the lodge plaque.  Pictured with Debbie 
are past winners of this award, Kathy Govekar, 
John Deram, Albina Opeka, Mary Chamernik, David 
Hammergren, Hank Govekar, Teri Govekar, and 
MaryLou Stefanick.

On behalf of St. Mary Lodge #79, we would like 
to offer our thanks to everyone that generously 
supported our Matching Funds event. More than 
$2,300 will be presented to W2C.  

JOIN HANDS DAY UPDATE
We’re happy to announce that we have added 
a second Join Hands Day project. The first Join 
Hands event will take place at Bernie’s Book Bank. 
Come join us on Saturday, April 8, from 9 -11 a.m. 
when Lodge #79 members will roll up their sleeves 
to help out the great folks at Bernie’s Book Bank 
in Lake Bluff. To sign up, please contact John 
Deram at kskjwaukeganathletics@yahoo.com. 
Note: volunteers must be at least 8 years of age. 
To find out more about Bernie’s Book Bank, visit 
berniesbookbank.org.

The second Join Hands event will be in conjunction 
with the Waukegan Park District. The Waukegan 
Park District is sponsoring a National River Cleanup 
Day of the Waukegan River at Roosevelt Park (520 
S. McAlister Street). The date is May 13 and clean 
up takes place from 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. Tools, bags, 

Having a fun evening out with friends and supporting 
a great cause.  What more can you ask for? 

KSKJ Life Home Office staff members Lynn Schmitt, 
Karolina Erne, Lisa Jelinek and Kathy Lovati joined 
in the fun at the St. Mary Lodge #79 Bowling and 
Matching Funds event.  Pictured with them is 
lodge secretary and KSKJ Life National Director of 
Athletics MaryLou Stefanick.

Waukegan to College (W2C) was founded in 2009 
with a mission to create brighter futures for students, 
families and communities by preparing the student 
to enroll in and graduate from college. They believe 
that all students who are willing to work hard should 
have a shot at college. W2C offers programs such as 
counseling, tutoring, workshops, mentoring, parent 
leadership, and cultural and workplace exposure to 
their students, all in preparation for their future.  

Keeping with our lodge’s tradition, our 2016 Lodge 
Person of the Year was announced that night.   
Debbie Slater, who was surrounded by her family, 
was surprised and humbled when her name was 
called. Debbie was unanimously chosen for this 
award because of her commitment and volunteerism 
in the lodge, and in the community. Besides her 
involvement in our lodge, every spring, Debbie 
works with the Warren High School girls softball 

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS



THE KSKJ LIFE VOICE 11

LOCAL LODGE NEWS & EVENTS
has to be in tip-top shape. This year it will be done 
on May 13 beginning at 9 a.m. Bring your shovels, 
rakes, grass clippers, etc., so we can get the job 
done. Lunch will be provided.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 20.  This is 
the date of our Annual Dinner & Fellowship. Plans 
are shaping up for that day. It will once again be held 
at the Knights of Columbus Center. Dinner will be at 
1 p.m. Flyers will be sent out in May, but it does not 
hurt to reserve that date.

I hope you have a Blessed Easter! 

Pat Slapnick, President & Reporter

REGION 7
MINNESOTA & MICHIGAN

LODGE #171
DULUTH, MN

Members of Lodge #171 enjoying their annual sleigh 
ride at Country-Side Rides in Duluth, MN.

Junior members having fun in the snow at the annual 
sleigh ride.

Members of Lodge #171 of St. Elizabeth’s Church 
pose for a picture at the recent KSKJ Life Matching 
Funds Project during the Mardis Gras Carnival at 
the Cathedral of Christ the King School in Superior, 
WI.

LODGE #196
GILBERT, MN

LODGE UPDATE
Since our last report we held our annual Christmas 
party and had election of officers for 2017.  We had 
around 35 attend the delicious dinner prepared by 
the Mary Skorjance and her staff.  Santa Claus 
showed up to give presents to all boys and girls. We 
collected $30 dollars and 25 pounds of food, which 
we delivered to the Quad City Food Shelf in Gilbert. 

We had two new changes to our roster of officers 
for 2017.  Yvonne Skrbec was elected as Financial/ 
Secretary Treasurer and Richard Roach, (new 
member), as #3 Auditor.

We thank John St. Lawrence for his service as past 
Financial/Secretary Treasurer for 2016 and Yvonne 
Skrbec as our past #3 Auditor.  

We hosted the first Minnesota KSKJ Life Federation 
Quarterly meeting on February 5 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Gilbert. Mary Skorjance and the 
ladies of the church put on a fine dinner meal for 
us to enjoy.  We had quite a successful meeting, 
as members from Duluth, Eveleth, and Gilbert 
attended. We thank all those who attended and 
shared their ideas with us.  

During our March Lodge #196 business meeting, 
we planned our upcoming events for 2017, such as 
Join Hands Day, Person of the Year, and our two 
Matching Funds events.

I wish all of you a very happy and healthy New Year.

Karl Oberstar Jr., President 

REGION 8
COLORADO, KANSAS, MONTANA & CALIFORNIA 

LODGE #236
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

OTHER NEWS & NOTES

SEND IN YOUR LODGE UPDATE 
Remember to send in all lodge news and to voice@
kskjlife.com by the second Friday of each month.
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